
Weather Forecast 
Fair, continued cold, lowest near #0. 
Friday increasing cloudiness, warmer. 

Temperatures today—Highest, 33, at 
1:30 p.m.: lowest, 18, at 5:20 a.m. Yes- 
terday—Highest, 32, at 4 p.m.; lowest, 
22, at 8 a.m. 

Late New York Markets, Page A-9. 
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Admiral King Sees Full Strength 
Of Allies Turned on Japs in '44; 
South Reich Hit After Berlin Raid 

♦ 

Plans Under Way 
For Months, Fleet 
Commander Says 

FLAME THROWERS CUT through 
Jap defenses on New Britain. 

Page A-3 

By the Associated Press. 
Admiral Ernest J. King, com- 

mander in chief of the fleet, said 
today that plans are ready for 
shifting full strength of the 
United Nations into the war 
against Japan, probably some- 
time in 1944. 

Preparation of the plans, he said, 
has been under way for several 
months and may not wait until de- 
feat of Germany, which he agreed 
with Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
may be expected in 1944. 

“I am hopeful and expectant," 
Admiral King said, ‘‘that Germany 
Will be defeated in 1944. I am ex- 

pectant that unremitting pressure 
on Japan will be continued and in- 
creased. 

“I don’t know whether any one 
else has announced it but it would 
be an obvious thing—studies have 
been under way for several months 
looking to a shift of power from the 
European theater to the Pacific thea- 
ter not only when Germany is de- 
feated, but as her defeat seems near 
at hand.” 

IT. S. Fleet in Better Position. 
The Navy’s commander in chief 

added in an interview' that when 
the shift in power is made “the main 
lines of attack on Japan are already 
determined and additional means 
will be used to additionally imple- 
ment the general strategy of defeat 
for Japan.” 

Asked if the United States now is i 
In a better position because of the 
increased size of the fleet, which has 
been doubled in the last year, he re- 

plied emphatically: 
“We are in a better position to re- 

tain what is technically known as 
the initiative. We d be going along 
faster against Japan if we had more 
means.” Those additional means 
■will be available with transfer of i 
power from the European theater, i 

he added. j 
Referring to recently reported at- 

tempts by the aircraft oairier Sara- ; 
toga and her supporting vessels to 
lure the Japanese fleet from the;' 
enemy's main base at Truk for a 

! 

showdown fight. Admiral King,said 
such a battle “Would be welcomed.” j 

Still Trying to Engage Japs. jt 
‘‘We've done several things to get j1 

them out,” he asserted. “And we h 
are going to do several more in aji J1 
endeavor to get them out.” 

To Japanese assertions that they j 
may launch offensive operations in j 
1944, he replied: 

“I don't quite see how they are j 
going on the offensive where they 
are in contact in the Pacific. What! 
they may do in China, Manchuria,' 
or even Burma, is something else. 

"Their shipping losses w'hich are j 
going on constantly are putting! 
them in a position where the only j 
offensive that would get them any- I 
where in the Pacific is amphibious.! 
They are getting shorter and shorter j of ships—and a large number is! 
necessary to do that. They might j 
dredge up enough for one such op- j 
eration, but I don't think they are 

very happy about their shipping sit- { 
uation.” 

Japs Being Forced Back. 
He pointed out on a chart the 

steady forcing back of the Japanese 
perimeter of bases. Asked if it 
would be necessary for the United 
States to “continue the current is- 
land-hopping campaign throughout 
the Pacific islands,” he replied: 

“Of course. I’m afraid that ques- 
tion is like the famous one, ‘Do you 
still beat your wife?’ We never have 
had the intention of island hopping. 
The so-called island hopping is due 
in large measure to the limitation 
of ways and means available to do 
anything. That is a big factor in 
the Pacific. If we had more out 
there we could strike at more points 
with more force.” 

Germany's defeat would not 
change our general strategy against 
Japan greatly, he said, “because we 
are working on main strategic lines 
now. Obviously, the implementa- 
tion of the strategy will be markedly increased.” 

Bombing of Rome 
Called Heaviest Yet 

By PAUL GHALI, 
Foreign Correspondent of The Star gnd Chicago Daily News.' 

BERN, Dec. 30.—Tuesday's bom- 
bardment of Rome was the heaviest 
the city has experienced, according 
to an account in Der Bund of Bern 
today. Tiie attack occurred in full 
daylight and was totally unexpected, 
so much so that the sirens were still 
howling when the first bombs fell. 

The eastern and southern parts 
of the city suffered most. The re- 
cently constructed workmen's quar- 
ter, La Garbatella, was seriously 
damaged, as were the great market 
halls near the Basilica of San Paolo 
Fuori Mura, the second largest! 
church in Rome. A great number 
of bombs fell on Centocelle Airdrome 
and nearby houses. The famous i 
aqueducts of Acqua Marcia and j 
Acqua Vergine, as well as the hills; 
of the Pietralata and Tiburtino dis-i 
tricts, were badly hit. The center'' 
of Rome and Vatican City remained 
untouched. 

Pope Pius XII, accompanied by 
Msgr. Montini, visited the ruin's 
Tuesday evening and gave the home- 
less crowds spiritual hope and ma- 
terial comfort in the shape of a 
large sum of money to alleviate 
their immediate sufferings. It is 
learned that the commandant of 
Rome, Gen. Malzer. accompanied by 
Fascist officials, visited the devas- 
tated districts. 
(Copyright, 1942, Chicago Daily News, Inc.) 

ADMIRAL KING. 

U. S. Bombers Blast 
Supply Lines in Italy; 
8th Army Advances 

5th Army Troops Storm 
Mount Cersauola After 
Gain in Central Sector 

By the Associated Press. 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, Al- 

giers, Dec. 30.—Eighth Army 
troops have pressed a mile up 
the Adriatic coast from Ortona 
toward Pescara over a heavily 
mined road. Allied headquarters' 
announced today, while Ameri- 
can bombers ripped into Nazi 
supply lines in Italy. 

Flying Fortresses. Marauders and 
atber bombers concentrated yester- j 
lay on blocking seaports and rail- 
"oads ^supplying German forces 
icross the peninsula battle line, with 
aeavy blows especially on Riminni 
land Ferrara. 

On the left flank of their advance 
it Ortona, 8th Army units seized an 
mportant hill half a mile north- j 
rest of Villa Grand, headquarters 
aid. 

5th Army Storms Mountain. 
In the central sector, 5th Army 

roops stormed 3,000-foot Mount 
lersauola. 5 miles each of Biagio, 
ifter a half-mile advance. The 
fill overlooks the Colle-Atina high- 
vay. 

Heavy German attacks on Ponta 
J’iume, at the mouth of the Garig- 
iano River on the west coast, have 
lied down, with the village still in 
Allied hands, a headquarters officer 
said. Elsewhere on the front patrols 
aere active. 

While fighting swayed back and 
forth in Villa Santa Maria, in moun- ; 
tain country along the Sangro, 22 
miles inland from the Adriatic, it 
was disclosed that British troops had 
occupied and pushed on through 
Castel di Cangro, 17 miles to the 
southwest. 

Castel di Sangro Is 6 miles north-1 
east of Alfedena. on a road leading! 
northward to the Pescara-Rome 
highway. 

Troops which took Ortona Tues- 
day found the town full of booby 
traps and time bombs. 

(The Canadian Press said Ca- 
nadian troops had driven two 
miles beyond Ortona on a straight 
macadam road and advanced pa- 
trols probably were nearing the 
Arielli River, 7 miles beyond the 
Moro River and the next probable 
German line of defense.) 

Nazis Hold San Vittore. 
The Germans were reported still 

holding San Vittore on the road to 
Cassino, but delayed battle line dis- 
patches from the 5th Army front 
said that a terrific American artil- 
lery bombardment had leveled the 
village and that American patrols 
had penetrated the edge of the 
village but had been forced to with- 
draw. 

Fighter-escorted heavy bombers 
in strong formations bombed build- 
ings and railroads at Rimini, on the 
Adriatic coast in Northern Italy, and 
Ferrara. 28 miles northeast of Bo- 
logna, starting fires and explosions, 
the communique added. 

Medium bombers hit installations 
at Certaldo, Orvieto, Bucine and 
Foligno above Rome. No Allied 
planes were lost. 

Returning pilots said large fires 
were left blazing at Rimini, 80 miles 
south of Venice, for the second con- 
secutive day. 

Warhawks and Baltimores also 
attacked shipping off the Yugoslav 
coast and hit one 6,000-ton ship near 
the Peljesac Peninsula. 

---< 

Nazis in Russia 
Reported Facing 
Complete Rout 

Ukrainian Front 
Crumbling Under 
Fierce Red Assault 

(Map on Page A-2.) 

By EDDY GILMORE, 
Associated Press War Correspondent. 

MOSCOW, Dec. 30.—The Ger- 
man high command appears to 
have lost control of its forces, at 
least temporarily, on the Russian 
front in the blackest period for 
the Nazis since their invasion of 
the Soviet Union. 

It is as apparent as the face on the 
Kremlin clock that Hitler or his gen- 
erals, or both, have guessed wrong 
again—have been outwitted by the 
Red Army general staff and have 
made one of their greatest blunders 
of the war. 

Marshal von Mannstein’s yvhole 
Ukrainian front is caving in. 1 

His proud tank units are piling 
up in the snows. 

Garrisons are out of communica- 
tion with the command. They are 
being surrounded, and the Rus- 
sians are retaking territory. 

Hitler's Big Blunder. 
Hitlers big blunder was his coun- 

teroffensive west of Kiev. 
He drew large numbers of tanks 

and soldiers from other sections of 
tile front and from the deep rear_ 
from Prance, Italy, Poland and the i 
Netherlands—and threw them with 
great jury into Gen. Nikolai Va-: 
tutin s front, hoping to achieve a 
breakthrough, cut off large numbers 
of Red troops, retake Kiev and cap- 
ture command of the Middle Dnie- 
per again. 

His great effort gave him two 
cities—Zhitomir and Korosten—and 
lots of villages which are not im- 
portant. But it cost him several i 
thousand tanks and thousands of 
soldiers. 

After the Russians started their 
new offensive west of Kiev, the Ger- 
man high command realized the1 
gravity of measures taken. Accord- 
ingly, they launched two large-scale 
counter blows south of Zhlobin and 
north of Kirovogard. 

Reds Opened Own Offensive. 
But while the attack south of 

Zhlobin was developing, the Rus- 
sians opened their own offensive on 
the pre-Baltic front. The Germans 
were thrown off guard and it ap- 
pears their reconnaissance failed to 
detect preparations for this drive 
which now has isolated Vitebsk. 

The German thrust north of Ki- 
rovograd in the Dnieper bend area 
had just started when Gen. Vatutin 
broke through west of Kiev and 
Gen. Rodin Malinovsky began a new 
drive across the Dnieper from Za- 
porozhe. Once more Hitler and his 
staff were outsmarted. 

Von Mannstein, as a result, is now 

fighting for the life of his army. 
He is in grave peril of losing his 

main center of communications. On 
both his flanks the Red Army is 
pouring through his lines and push- 
ing toward old Poland and Rumania. 

His forces in the Dnieper bend are 

running the danger of being cut off 
from those to the north. The Red 
Army appears to be hitting with 
such strength that there may be 
more surprises shortly. 

The German Army seldom, if ever, 
has had such a gap blown into its 
front as the one blasted by Gen. 
Vatutin's present drive west of Kiev. 

His offensive doubtless is having 
a terrible effect on morale of the 
German Army. 

Red Army Expanding 
Breach in Nazi Lines 

MOSCOW. Dec. 30 bPt—Gen. 
Nikolai Vatutin’s 1st Ukraine Army, 
spearheading a great Soviet three- 
front winter offensive, rolled toward 
Russia’s 1939 frontier today across 
the flat, frozen steppes that contain 
few natural defense obstacles east 
of the Bug River in Poland, 190 
miles away. 

Gen. Vatutin’s troops were less 
than 48 miles from the rail and 
river town of Gorodnitza, on the old 
Polish-Russian border, following 
their spectacular capture of the rail 
hub of Korosten yesterday. Aiming 
toward the first plunge out of Soviet 
territory, they pushed forward im- 
petuously on the heels of a bitterly 
resisting but exhausted enemy. 

With the northern arm of Gen. 
iSee RUSSIA, Page A-4j 

Two U. S. Navy Flyers Credited 
With Trapping Nazi Flotilla 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 30.—Two Amer- 
ican Navy flyers first spotted the 
German flotilla of 11 destroyers 
in the Bay of Biscay and shad- 
owed it for six hours while flash- 
ing signals that brought British 
warships speeding in to sink 
three of the enemy Tuesday, it 
was disclosed today. 

The Americans who discovered the 
Nazi ships, apparently intending to 
form an escort for a blockage runner 
which a British plane had sunk 
Monday, were Lt. Stuart D. Johns- 
ton of Upper Darby, Pa., and Ensign 
Hugh M. Greeley of Boston, who 
were flying a patrol in the Liberator 
V for Victory. 

The destroyers were five to eight 
miles away from the plane when 
sighted at 9:20 a.m. Tuesday. 

“We immediately sent a signal to 

the base,” said Lt. Johnston, “and 
received instructions to shadow. We 
did that for about six hours. 

"After we first sighted them we 
kept coming in closer. They fired, 
but didn’t hit us. 

“Then the cruisers came up and 
opened fire on the destroyers and 
the destroyers turned tail right 
away. They were steaming west- 
ward as hard as they could go, 
with the cruisers coming up behind 
them. 

“The battle started at about 2 
p.m. We could see the flashes of 
the guns and shells falling near the 
destroyers, but we didn’t see any 
actually hit, as it was difficult to 
see. We stayed as long as we 
could before returning to our base 
and altogether were in the air about 
12 hours.” 

The German blockade runner, 
(See NAVAL, Page A-4.) 

U. S. Big Bombers 
Follow Up Night 
Attack by RAF 

BULLETIN. 
LONDON </P). — American 

and RAF medium bombers, 
escorted by Allied fighters, 
today attacked military ob- 
jectives in Northern France, 
it was announced officially 
tonight. 

By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 30.—American 
8th Air Force heavy bombers, 
driving deep into Europe by day- 
light following the RAF’s 2,240- 
ton assault on Berlin last night, 
hammered targets in Southwest 
Germany today. 

It was the eighth major operation 
of the month for the Flying Fort- 
resses and Liberators and was a 

part of a furious, day-long assault 
against the Nazis’ continental in- 
stallations. As usual, the American 
heavy bombers were escorted by a 

strong supporting force of American 
and RAF lighting planes. 

The brief official announcement 
did not name specific targets, but in 
the area designated lie such key 
German cities as Stuttgart, Mann- 
heim, Frankfurt and Karlsruhe. 
Berlin May Be Finished as Capital. 

Last night's heavy RAF assault 
may have finished off Berlin as the 
working capital of Germany. 

The engines of the mighty RAF 
night armada that dealt the 
eighth heavy knock at Berlin since 
the campaign of destruction was 
begun were hardly cold before large 
formations of heavy daylight bomb- 
ers. fighter-bombers and fighters 
streaked at all heights toward the 
continent in the direction of the 
bristling "rocket-gun coast" of 
France, last pounded by a 1.300- 
plane American fleet on Christmas 
eve. 

(A Vichv broadcast heard in 
Britain said the French coast 
was heavily bombed today.) 
Tile extraordinarily strong force 

of British Lancasters and Halifaxes 
went over desolated Berlin in the 
early evening and through a heavy 
cover of clouds dumped one of the 
largest loads of explosives and fire 
bombs ever poured on one target in 
an attack in this war. 

Canadian Heavy Bombers In Force. 
In the raiding formations were 

the largest force of heavy bombers 
ever sent out by the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. 

In announcing the operation the 
Air Ministry described the attack as 

“very heavy” and concentrated, and 
said that smoke spiraled upward to 
16,000 feet from the large fires set 
by 2.000 long tons of high explosives 
and incendiaries. 

(This is equivalent to 2,240 
United States tons.) 
Twenty bombers were last in the 

raid, in Mosquito attacks on West- 
ern and Central Germany and 
Northern France, and in minelaving 
operations. Five of the heavy 
bombers lost were Canadian. 

This was well below the average 
of 28 lost in the seven previous raids 
on Berlin. 

75% of City Believed in Ruins. 
The grim bombardment, the 

eighth in 42 days, presumably was 
directed at sections of the city which 
so far had escaped. It was esti- 
mated unofficially that ruins now 
were spread through at least 75 per 
cent of Berlin, enough to spell the 
end of the capital as the nerve cen- 
ter of Germany's politics and econo- 
mics. After the last previous at- 
tack on December 24 it was esti- 
mated that 60 per cent of the city 
was devastated. 

Under the Nazi regime, ihore and 
more power and influence were con- 
centrated within the capital and 
the city became not only the party 
center but the hub of the Reich’s 
industry and commerce as well. 

Berlin's razing, therefore, would 
go Jar beyond the destruction of 
the buildings within her sprawling 
boundaries, and affect the central- 
ized administration of the war 
throughout Germany and occupied 
territories. However, the flight of 
ministries from the capital began 

(See RAIDS, Page A-4.) 

Jap Envoy in Russia 
Reported Recalled 
By the Associated Press. 

Funao Miyakawa, first secretary 
of the Japanese Embassy in Russia, 
has been recalled, the Berlin radio 
said today in a Tokio dispatch. 

The brief announcement contained 
no hint of any deterioration in re- 
lations between the two countries, 
which are at peace under a non- 
aggression pact. The reason for the 
recall was not given. 

Miyakawa was a specialist assigned 
to represent Japanese interests in a 
long series of negotiations over in- 
cidents along the Siberian-Manchu- 
rian border. 

The Russians protested to him 
when a Soviet gunboat was sunk in a 
clash with Japanese forces on the 
Amur River in June, 1937. He pre- 
sented the Japanese counterprotest 
in Moscow. 

The following March he protested 
about activities of Russian troops in 
Siberia. In September, 1938, he ne- 
gotiated with the Russian Foreign 
Office after a Far Eastern border 
clash. 

The German radio once before re- 
ported his recall from Russia in Sep- 
tember, 1942. 

The Berlin announcement today 
said also that Kumso Nishimbra, 
formerly a member of the Total War 
Research Institute, had relieved Jo- 
taro Kanda as adviser of the Japa- 
nese Embassy in Vichy. 

,! I iniiillMM ! | 
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There s an Odd Family Resemblance Among the Doctors 

Shipments of Anthracite West 
Halted Until April I by Ickes 

Embargo Will Free 300,000 Tons for East; 
Secretary Blames WMC for Part of Shortage 

dj me Asnuuiucu jrjras. 

Secretary of Interior Ickes an- 
nounced today that the anthra- 
cite shortage in the East is so 

severe that no more hard coal 
will be shipped west of the Ohio- 

Pennsylvania boundary until 
April 1. 

The embargo on westward ship- 
ments. he told his news conference, 
will provide about 300.000 additional 
tons for the East. 

(Asked about the situation in 
Washington, the Secretary said 
he understood there was not 
enough anthracite to go around 
here, but that householders were 

having no difficulty in getting de- 
liveries of bituminous coal. The 
embargo, he made clear, was to 
aid the railroads in relieving a 
serious shortage in New York.) 

Jwi. icaes. replying sarcastically 
to the War Manpower Commission, 
asserted he is more positive than 
ever that the coal shortage is due 
"to a considerable extent” to a 

manpower shortage. 
He accused the Manpower Com- 

mission of giving no help except to 
conduct a recruiting campaign that 
was unsuccessful. 

The WMC recently attributed coal 
shortages to the work stoppages in 

\ the mines this year. 
At another point, Mr. Ickes as- 

sailed coal distributors in the East 
I who, he said, are reluctant to han- 
| die soft coal because they think 
: "Santa will bring them anthracite.” 

Those dealers, he said, apparently 
! don't want to build up soft coal in 
| their market areas and are "willing 
| to do anything to win the war ex- 

! ~TSee ANTHRACITETTage A-4.)"“ 

Medical Commission 
Named to Recheck 
Military Standards 

Admiral Mclntire 
Heads Group Designed 
To Salvage Rejectees 

President Roosevelt today 
named the five-man medical 
commission ordered by Congress 
to study physical standards of 
the armed forces and recom- 
mend any changes that can be 
made without impairing the 
services. 

The President directed the mem- 

bers of the commission “to study 
and report on the requirements of 

personnel for admission into the 
armed services.” Members of the 
commission are: 

Rear Admiral Ross T. Mclntire, 
surgeon general of the Navy and 
personal physician to the Presi- 
dent. 

Maj. Gen. Norman Kirk, surgeon 
general of the Army. 

Dr. Alan C. Woods, opthalmologist 
in chief of Johns Hopkins Hospital.; 
Baltimore. 

Dr. Frank H. Lahey, surgeon in 
chief of the Lahey Clinic, Boston. 

Dr. Edward A. Strecker, professor 
of psychiatry. University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Members of Congress said they 
hoped the efforts of the commission 
would result in “salvaging" at least 
300,000 men previously classi- 
fied 4-F. 

The commission, provided for in 
the father draft measure signed 
early this month by the President, 
also was directed by Congress to 
consider especially the establish- 
ment of special standards for men 
who will be inducted only for limited 
service. 

Although at one time a number of 
men were inducted for limited serv- 

ice, only a relatively few men with 
minor physical handicaps now are 

being called. 
Members of Congress made it 

clear they wanted to see the physical 
standards lowered to tap the pool 
of more than 3.000,000 4-Fs, but said 
they believed they weren's qualified 
to change the standards themselves. 

Making of 2,000,000 
Electric Irons in 1944 
Ordered by WPB 

Production in Volume 
Due in May; 50,000 
Bathtubs Authorized 

By the Associated Press. 

Orders for the first important 
resumption of civilian goods 
manufactures since the war be- 
gan were issued by the War Pro- 
duction Board today, with 
2,000,000 electric irons and 50,- 
000 bathtubs authorized for 1944 
production. 

The bathtub output will be re- 
stricted to use in war housing proj- 
ects. The electric irons will move 
into normal trade channels for ci- 
vilian purchase and there is no pres- 
ent plan for rationing them. It 
probably will be May before the new 
irons reach dealers' shelves in 
volume. 

The decision to resume manufac- 
ture of electric irons follows an an- 
nouncement by the Office of Civilian 
Requirements that it would press for 
WPB approval of civilian goods 
manufactures where manpower and 
materials factors will not impede 
war production. 

Labor Problem Simple. 
The orders authorizing 2,000.000 

such irons were accompanied by an 

explanation that the production 
schedules do not call for important 
amounts of steel, copper or other 
strategic metals and that the labor 
involved will not conflict seriously 
with recruitment for war industries. 
The planned production is 40 per 
cent of a normal year’s production. 

The irons are of relatively simple 
construction, and the labor involved 
is chiefly semi-skilled assemblers. 
Elderly women unsuited to more ex- 

acting war tasks can handle iron 
assembly in available plants which 
are not required for critical war 

production, WPB said. 
WPB stressed that today’s action 

does not necessarily foreshadow any 
immediate general resumption of 
civilian goods manufacturing. 

War industries will have first call 
on labor released by cutbacks in 
(See ELECTRIC IRONS. Page A-3.) 

Wallace Dispatches Greetings 
To Soviets Written in Russian 
By the Associated Press. 

Vice President Wallace today dis- 
patched to the Russian people a 

document somewhat resembling an 

algebra problem. It turned out to 
be a New Year greeting in their own 

Cyrillic alphabet, saying some pretty 
nice things about the Dubyinushka. 

Dubyinushka explained Mr. Wal- 
lace, who is well past the first reader 
in his study of the Russian 
language, is an affectionate diminu- 
tive for a big stick or club, represent- 
ing the power of the Russian com- 
mon man. It is also the title of a 

song, more than 100 years old, from 
which Mr. Wallace quoted: 

“But the time will come 
“When the people will awake, 
“Will straighten his mighty back, 
“And in his native forests 
“Against his enemies 

I He will raise his dear big stick.” 
(It sounds better in Russian.! 
Mr. Wallace, in his New Year 

praise of the Russians, said: 
I “Just as he straightened his 
mighty back against his oppressors 

[at home, so he now has stranghtened 
his back against those who have 
desecrated his soil in the name of 
the socalled ‘master race.’ 

"The Russian armies have exem- 

plified the spirit of the song in the 
year 1943 as never before. The year 
1944 will see the co-ordinated effort 
of the Allies whidh will bring com- 

plete victory and will open new op- 
portunities for the common man in 
all lands.” 

(P. S.—The Vice President thought- 
fully provided an English transla- 
tion for those reporters who, linguis- 
tically, never got past Rumanian 

land Norwegian.) 

Wage Controversies 
With 18 Rail Unions 
Remain Unsettled 

Trainmen and Engineers 
Sign Contract Providing 
9-Cents-an-Hour Raise 

By the Associated Press. 

With the Army at the throttle, 
the Nation’s railroad system was 
rid of a strike threat today, but 
not of the wage controversy that 
provoked it. 

Two brotherhoods, the trainmen 
and the engineers, executed agree- 
ments with the carriers, but the de- 
mands of the 18 other railroad 
organizations remain unsettled. The 
case of the 15 nonoperating unions, 
in fact, seemed more tightly knotted 
than ever. 

Chiefs of three operating unions— 
conductors, firemen and switchmen 
—told Lt. Gen. Brehon B. Somervell 
yesterday they would not challenge 
the Government, but they delayed 
sending strike cancellation orders 
to their chairmen In the field until 
9 p.m., in order to include in the 
message some information of the 
wage settlement. The order finally 
was sent without such information 
because, the union chiefs said. Gov- 
ernment spokesmen avoided a com- 
mitment. 

Unions Fear Wage Freeze. 
The contracts signed by the train- 

men and the engineers provided for 
an increase of 9 cents an hour and a 
week's vacation. Five cents of that 
amount was awarded by President 
Roosevelt, acting as arbitrator, as 

compensation for overtime and 
away-from-home expenses. 

Similar terms were reported avail- 
able to the firemen, conductors and 
switchmen, but the chiefs of these 
unions feared acceptance would 
mean a wage freeze for the duration 
of the war. 

This fear was grounded on a para- 
graph in the President's award 
which said, “I further determine 
that the increases in pay above re- 
cited shall be paid until proclama- 
tion by the President or declaration 
by the Congress of the cessation of 
hostilities, and that the agreement 
now arrived at in time of war shall 
be without prejudice to rights of 
either party at the expiration of the 
date above stated to seek a change 
in the agreement which is now 
made.” 

Alvanley Johnston, chief of the 
engineers, expressed the opinion, 
however, that the agreement he 

; executed may be opened on 30 days’ 
notice except with respect to the 
overtime, expenses and vacation 
provisions. 

“Nonop’’ Case Summarized. 
Here is how the “nonop” case 

stood: When these 15 unions, repre- 
senting more than a million office, 
shop and track workers, canceled 
their strike order Monday they sent 
a letter to Mr. Roosevelt accepting 
the sliding scale increases of 4 to 10 
cents approved by Stabilization Di- 
rector Vinson and said they would 
accept the President’s arbitration of 
their overtime demands. 

In their opinion, this left only 
the overtime issue for arbitration. 
The railroads do not agree and 
want the 4 to 10 cents and the 
overtime ruled on as one issue. 
That would tend to cut down the 
total amount of the award. 

Mr. Roosevelt committed him- 
self a few months ago to overtime 
compensation for railroad workers 
whose basic week is 48 hours, com- 
pared with 40 hours in interstate 
commerce generally. If the “non- 
ops” can get 5 cents for overtime— 
the amount the President gave the 
engineers and trainmen—on top of 
the sliding scale, the aggregate in- 
creases will range from 9 to 15 cents 
an hour. 

Figures on Earnings. 
The Association of American Rail- 

roads estimated that the 9 cents 
j <or 72 cents a day) awarded to 
| the trainmen and engineers would 
add an average of $5.40 a week 

I to the earnings of those on the 
road (on a mileage basis), and $4.32 
a week to those who work in the 
yard. 

The association said the average 
annual earnings in 1942 ranged 
from $2,253 for switch tenders to 
$4,848 for road freight engineers 
The latter group paid their own 
expenses away from home, esti- 
mated at $250 or more a year. 

Among the nonoperating em- 
ployes, the average hourly earnings 
as of October, 1942, were 73.8 cents 
an hour. About half were receiv- 
ing less than 70 cents an hour. 

Frozen Food Put 
On Point-Free 
List by OPA 

Ration Cost Raised 
On Few Items in 
January Table 

(New Point Chart on Page A-13.) 

By JAMES Y. NEWTON. 
Nearly all frozen vegetables 

and fruits and canned snap 
beans were made point free, 
while substantial reductions 
were made in the ration cost of 
canned peas and tomatoes in the 
January table of rationed 
canned and processed food, an- 
nounced today by the Office of 
Price Administration. 

Only a few items were raised In 
ration cost on the new table, which 
becomes effective Sunday. These 
include jams, preserves and ra- 
tioned (non-citrus) marmalades, 
which were increased 2 points to a 
total of 8 a pound. Tomato paste, 
in eight-ounce packages, were in- 
creased 2 points to a total of 14. 

Meanwhile, the War Food Ad- 
ministration ordered all cold storage 
stocks of chickens set aside for the 
Government, to meet needs of the 
armed froces, military hospitals, the 
War Shipping Administration and 
other agencies supplying war re- 
quirements. 

Fresh-Killed Poultry Excepted. 
The order, effective last midnight, 

prohibits the removal or sale of 
frozen poultry for an indefinite 
period and requires that holders 
report stocks to designated Army 
quartermaster market centers with- 
in 10 days. 

The order does not apply to fresh- 
killed poultry or to chickens stored 
after the effective date of the ac- 
tion. Thus marketing after yester- 
day. together with cold storage 
stocks not accepted by the Govern- 
ment. will be available for civilians, 
and the WFA said these stocks "are 
expected to provide for civilian 
needs in close to normal late win- 
ter season quantities.” 

The OPA announcement that the 
frozen foods. wThich remain in ra- 
tioning, but are to be sold without 
points, would include asparagus, 
broccoli, brussels sprouts, cauliflower, 
snap beans, mixed vegetables, beets, 
carrots, spinach and other leafy 
greens, pumpkin, squash, baked 
beans, frozen fruit juices, rhubard, 
apples and apple sauce. 

Frozen corn, peas and lima beans 
were left unchanged at 12 points for 
the No. 2 package. Blueberries and 
huckleberries were reduced from 12 
points a pound to 6. 

Snap Beans Point Free. 
Snap beans is the only canned 

item to be made point free. The 
present point value is 5. Canned 
peas, in the popular No. 2 size con- 

tainer was reduced to 15 points for 
January, compared with 18 at pres- 
ent, and other sizes were cut pro- 
portionately. A 6-point reduction 
was made in the No. 2*2 can of 
tomatoes, this item being listed on 
the new table at 15 points. 

OPA said canned snap beans, peas 
and tomatoes make up approximate- 
ly 25 per cent of all rationed proc- 
essed foods, while the frozen item* 
form 5 per cent of the total. 

The reductions announced today 
coupled with the sharp cuts already 
made in the ration cost of meat* 
assured housewives during the com- 
ing month a larger amount of ra- 
tioned foods than at any time sinca 
the programs were started early in 
the year. 

Officials said action cutting point 
value of the frozen foods to zero 
would move those commodities into 
the hands of consumers and free 
badly needed freezer space for stor- 
age of the large amounts of pork 
now coming into market. 

Supplies of canned snap beans are 
at a high level and, officials said, 
the production outlook is good. The 
consumer demand for peas and to- 
matoes has declined 10 per cent in 

jtwo months, while stocks of both 
commodities compare favorably with 
last year. 

Fruit Spreads to Be Rationed. 
OPA also said that all fruit spreads 

under 5!2 ounces, except citrus mar- 
malades and those spreads packed 
for Christmas sale, would go back in 
rationing Sunday. All sizes of 
spreads packed for the holiday sea- 
son will be returned to rationing 
January 9. 

Citrus fruit juices, which w’ere 
made point free a month ago, retain 
the zero point value. 

Mailing of the new' January tables 
for the meats and processed food 
programs had been delayed a few 
days and will not reach retailers 
until several days after the new 
point values become effective, OPA 
said. Store operators were urged to 
clip newspaper reproductions of the 
charts or to consult their ration 
boards when in doubt regarding new 
point changes. 

The WFA said the set-aside 
chicken order was issued because the 
Arm.v had been unable to obtain 

(bee FOOD, Page A-3.) 

Germans Expect Allies 
To Invade in 14 Days 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 30.—The Nazis 
sounded two invasion alarms last 

| night and a Wilhemstrasse official 
Iwas quoted today as saying the big 
threat could be expected in 14 days. 

A series of British commando 
: stabs on the Channel islands with- 
in 22 miles of French Normandy in 
the north, and a big-scale massing 
of Allied ships at Gibraltar in the 
south were reported by the Ger- 
[mans. 

The German official's prediction, 
i the basis for which was not dis- 
closed, was reported in a Berlin dis- 
patch to the Stockholm newspaper 
Dagens Nyheter, Reuters said. 

The fact that Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower's invasion staff is still 
incomplete, with the appointment of 
a United States ground commander 
unannounced, suggested that the 
Nazi spokesman’s statement might 
have been issued in an attempt to 
obtain Allied reaction. 


