
Home-Front Blunder 
Rail and Steel Strike Calls Believed 
To Have Nipped Off Balkan Uprisings 

By DAVID LAWRENCE. 
A tragedy of sensational proportions has just been revealed 

to representatives of a substantial section of the American press in an informal, but nonetheless official, manner. 
It means—and this is an official view—that mothers and 

fathers and the families of many thousands of American boys 
wiiuoe aie nuuuu pe sacrincea 
have a right to be Indignant because 
if the leaders of 
the railroad and 
steel unions had 
not suddenly 
broken out with 
their strike 
wave, there was 
a chance—yes, a 

good chance — 

that the war in 
Europe might 
have been 
brought to its 
climax in Febru- 
ary without the 
necessity of a 

costly invasion. 
The reasoning, D»rtd Lawrence. 

as Imparted to a number of corre- 

spondents who have never before 
heard the term “tragedy” and 
“crime” used so vehemently in de- 

scribing a blunder on our home 

front, is that matters were taking 
a favorable turn for the Allies in 
the Balkans and that among the 

peoples in neutral and occupied 
areas progress was being made to- 
ward an explosion that might have 
put the whole of Southeastern 
Europe in arms against the Nazis. 
Then something cracked on Amer- 
ica's home front. Disunity appeared 
and the internal situation became 
so serious that the entire transpor- 
tation system had to be taken over 
by the President—a circumstance 
which, it is contended, showed 
clearly to the people abroad that 
the United States was torn by in- 
ternal strife and could not be count- 
ed upon to deliver promptly the 
supplies needed to support the re- 
bellions in the Balkans and possibly 
the entry of certain neutral coun- 
tries into the war. 

The tneory oi what might have 
happened can be debated but there 
can be no denying the fact that the 
attitude of our-"labor union leaders 
has reached the point where the 
men in the armed services are de- 
manding action. It is too late for 
certain labor leaders to cry ‘‘anti- 
union propaganda.” Lives are at 
stake and when men in a position 
to know actually talk of needless 
loss of lives and point the finger of 
blame at union leaders it is time to 
concentrate on averting further dis- 
unity. For if some labor leaders do 
not understand what they have 
done and want to force the issue 
into the open, they will find spokes- 
men for the Army and Navy over- 
seas and doubtless in this country 
saying a few things about the union 
leadership which will give a black 
eye to trade unionism for decades 
to come. 

Nobody who knows the splendid 
Job the majority of workers have 
done and the co-operative spirit of 
so many of labor leaders wants to 
see trade unionism injured. But at 
the same time some one in authority! j 
must soon tell union leaders they 
have gone too far and that the re- , 

cent calling of a strike on the rail- : 
roads was a blunder of the worst ■ 

sort and cannot be overlooked. 
As far as responsibility for our 

present labor mess is concerned, it 
is only fair to say that the Presi- 
dent and the Congress must share 
much of the blame for failing in 
the past to make allegiance to the 
Government of the United States 
a higher obligation than allegiance 
to a union or its strike call. Like- 
wise a measure of blame must 
attach to the politically minded 
who have developed almost unwork- 
able formulas in economic stabiliza- 
tion and have permitted injustices, 
such as are suffered by railroad 
workers, to fester to the point of 
a stsike call. 

But there is one mistake that is 
unforgiveable and that is to inter- 
rupt or threaten to interrupt trans- 
portation or steel production or coal 
mining and no matter what the 
blunders of the President or his ad-i 
visers or Congress, no provocation 
was great enough to let down the 
mothers and fathers and wives and' 
relatives of American boys by un- i 
duly prolonging the war through 
manifestations of economic rebel- 
lion that injured us abroad. 

These charges are sensational 
and the press must present them, 
for the moment, anonymously 
though authoritatively, but it must 
be regretted that the Commander 
in Chief of the United States Army 
and Navy has not felt it desirable 
as yet to speak out plainly himself, 
for it hardly can be doubted that 
what was told the press by informed 
sources last week must have been 
known to the President. 
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Haskin's 
Answers to 
Questions 
There are several hundred national 

organizations which maintain their 
headquarters in Washington. Here the 
information Bureau finds the answers 
to many of the questions that news- 
paper readers ask. When writing, be 
sure to sign ymir full name and ad- 
dress. Send your question to The Eve- 
ning Star Information Bureau, Fred- 
eric J. Ha skin, director, Washington, D. C. Inclose stamp for return postage. 

By FREDERIC J. HASKIN. 
Q. Under whose control is the 

production of penicillin at present? 
M.R.B. 

A. Since the laboratory stage, the 
production of this drug has been 
under the control of the War Pro- 
duction Board, which allocates it to 
the Army, Navy and civilians. 

Q. What is the story of the Winged 
Victory? K. E. E. 

A. The original Winged Victory 
of Samothrace was found in 1863 
on the Island of Samothrace. The 
statue belongs to the Hellenistic 
period of Greek art. There is a 

legend to the effect that the figure 
resembles a figurehead from a ves- 
sel. 

Q. What is the relationship be- 
tween the children of first and sec- 
ond cousins? A. H. 

A. The children of first cousins 
are second cousins. 

A. What does "laissez-faire” mean? 
O.B.F. 

A. The full expression of which 
“laissez-faire” is the first element 
is “laissez-faire, laissez passer,” 
which means "let do or make, let 
pass or go.” The whole expression 
is interpreted as meaning “nonin- 
terference.” 

Q. When were internal revenue 
taxes first imposed? I.M.B. 

A. The first internal revenue taxes 
in the United States were those 
imposed on distilled spirits in 1791. 
Taxes on carriages followed and on 
the sale of spirits, sugar, snuff and 
other commodities. The Office of 
the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue was created in 1863. 

Q. How many mints are there? 
M.O.C. 

A. Philadelphia, Denver and San 
Francisco have coinage mints. There 
are assay offices at New York and 
Seattle. The New Orleans Mint 
operates as an assay office. A de- 
pository at Fort Knox, Ky., has 
safe-keeping of the Nation’s gold, 
while a silver bullion depository at 
West Point Is operated as an aux- 
iliary of the New York assay office. 

Q. Are there any fish whose bite 
is poisonous? E. L. H. 

A. No fish is known to have a 
venomous bite. There are, however, 
many with external spines or barbs 
that secrete poisons to make the 
wounds they inflict more serious. 

Q. Which is the most densely 
populated of the American repub- 
lics? B. F. 

A. It Is Cuba, with a population 
of 4,300,000 in an area of 44.164 
square miles, slightly smaller than 
Pennsylvania. 

Q. Where was Robespierre bur- 
ied? S. B.W. 

A. J. M. Thompson in his biog- 
raphy of Robespierre says that the 
body was thrown into a common 

grave in the Parc Monceau. 

Pupils of Murch School 
To Present 'Tom Sawyer' 

A dramatization of the "Adven- 
tures of Tom Sawyer’’ will be pre- 
sented by pupils of the Murch 
School at 2:15 p.m. tomorrow in 
the weekly elementary school broad- 
cast sponsored jointly by The Star, 
the Radio Committee of the Public 
Schools and Station WMAL. 

Miss Catherine Rooney will direct 
the players, who will include Jimmie 
Paafe in the role of Tom Sawyer; 
Stephen Sevener, Huck Finn; How- 
ard Hosmer, jr., Sid, and Harolyn 
Orleans, Aunt Polly. Maura Silver- 
man will be narrator. Others in 
the cast include Jack Parker, 
Stephen Bigelow, Lee Gorbrick, 
Marilyn Keppler and Elizabeth 
Wiegand. 

The elementary school broadcasts 
are directed by Mrs. Gertrude 
Howard. 

Marines on Gilberts 
Find Jap Officer 
Shot Own Men 

(The following story was writ- 
ten by Staff Sergt. Richard J. 
Murphy, jr., of 107 East Wood- 
bine street, Chevy Chase, Md., a 
Marine Corps combat corre- 
spondent and former member of 
The Star’s reportorial sta,ff.) 
ABEMAMA, Gilbert Islands (De- 

layed.)—A group of marines, who 
landed quietly on this atoll last 
Sunday and forced the majority of 
the Japs here to resort to hara-kiri, 
told me their story today. 

The marines were part of a small 
group, which included soldiers, some 
Marine officers and a Navy officer. 

They landed at 5 a.m. at the south 
end of one of the small islands, of 
which this atoll is composed. Estab- 
lishing a beachhead, they sent out 
patrols. 

That first day, one Jap was killed. 
One of the patrols encountered two 
Japs — killing one. The other 
escaped. 

Wade by Low Tide. 
They found the Jap position two 

islands away. (At low tide, it is 
possible to wade from one island to 
the next.) There was some slight 
firing but the group stopped at 
nightfall so that they would not 
be caught by the high tide. 

That night, they moved the 
beachhead to the next island, one 
island closer to the Japs. The 
next day, they "squared away” and 
sent out patrols again to discover 
if any other Japs were in the area. 
The patrols returned with a nega- 
tive report. 

The following morning, the 
Americans moved to within 150 yards 
of the Jap positions, still retaining 
their beachhead. At 8 a.m. the 
Navy vessel which had brought 
them to the island opened fire on 
the Japanese. At the same time 
the Americans opened fire. 

The Japs were well dug in. As 
one marine put it: 

"They could move around all day 
without getting out of a trench.” 

They also had pillboxes con- 
structed of logs and covered with 
sand. Their armament, it was dis- 
covered, included a heavy machine 
gun which pinned down the Ameri- 
can group. 

A lagoon about 100 yards wide sep- 
arated the two forces. Knowing 
that they couldn’t cross it, the 
Americans withdrew late in the aft- 
ernoon. They had one man killed 
and another'wounded, who had been 
trying to save him. 

All Shot by Officer. 
The next afternoon the Americans 

went up to the positions of the 
enemy and found that all the Japs 
were dead. All the Japs surviving 
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The Catholic University of America 
Free War Training Courses Beginning January, 1944 

To meet the strong demand for women and persons of mature years trained through these courses to enter wartime industrial effort. 
* 

To train those now employed in war industries for positions calling for increased skill ana responsibility. 

Engineering Drawing 
Materials Testing 
Metallurgy of Iron and Steel 
Properties of War Metals ond Plastics 
Inspection of Ordnance Moterials 
Industrial Safety for Supervisors 
Fundamental Electronics, Part I 
Fundamental Electronics, Part II 
Transients in Linear Circuits 
Elementary Ordnance Machine Design 
Industrial Personnel Administration 
Business Administration and Management 

Non-Ferrous Production Metallurgy 
Elementary Mechanics and Mathematics 
Structural Design and Detailing 
Reinforced Concrete Design 
Heating and Ventilating 
Advanced Air Conditioning 
Production Control 
Aircraft Radio 
Radio Communication Circuits 
Advanced Machine Design 
Foremanship Training 
Industrial Analysis 

Fraetieally all of the courses are now being repeated for the sixth time, and each course will start in January when the enrollment is adequate. Applicants are advised by mall of the exact starting date. Early enrollment is desired for the size of the classes is limited. 
Admission Requirements: The minimum requirement is graduation from high school with two years of mathematics or equivalent training. Some courses require several years of 
experience, and others require two years of college training and adequate experience. 
The courses usually meet two evenings per week for sixteen weeks, but some courses meet 
students 

even ng ^ week because of the conditions of employment to be met by the 

£?!in?uager^entJC0Urse® are f°.r Persons employed in war industries such as the Navy 
+e railroads, public utilities and production units, and for persons now in war 

^°ck bu“ employable in a war industry. The management courses are not available to persons in administrative departments of the government. 

Ration and courses are subject to the approval of the U. S. Office of Education, and the courses are given in cooperation with the U. S. Office of Education. 

an,d farther information apply Room 114, St. John’s Hall. Telephone Mich. 6000, extension 164. Office hours 9-5, and 7-9, except Saturday evening. 
P 

after the attack had been shot 
through the throat by an officer. He 
lay to one side, a hole in his temple 
and a pistol close to his hand. 

All the Japs wore a “hara klri” ] 
band around their heads inscribed 
with Japanese characters. One of 
them had a rising sun on it. Many 
of the Japs wore bandages, indicat- 
ing they had been wounded by either 
small arms or the Naval gunfire of 
the day before. 

The enemy had removed the bolts 
from their machine guns so that 
they could not be used. 
Several of the marines had close 

calls in the skirmish with them. 
One lad had a bullet go through his 
canteen; another had the canned 
rations he was carrying on top of 
his pack shot away. 

The Japs were buried in the 
trench where they were found. 

For most of the men in the attack 
group, this was their first time in 
action. Hand-picked, all the pri- 
vates in the organization have at 
least a high school education, and 
they all had to be under 21 years of 
age when they joined the group. 
Some of the noncommissioned offi- 
cers of the group were older. 

Streetcar Pay Raised 
When street railway men in Mon- 

tevideo, Uruguary, threatened to 
strike, the government promised that 
recent hourly wage increases would 
continue and the electricity company 
promised to supply more power so 

they could work longer hours. 

0UCH!S« 
Shoulder and arm mutelei yelling “Ouch 11 hurt, can’t work!”? Then put Omega Oil on the job to help keep you 
on the job. Rub it on to rub out that 
mascle ache. Rases, soothes, comforts* 
Try it right away—todajr! Only 35d. 

OMEGA OIL 
Powerful l!» Aid for Sore Muscle* 

Output of Pencillin Expected I 
To Equal Demand by Sprina 
Esr the Associated Press. * 

NEW YORK, Jan. 3.—The Na- 
tional Research Corp. of Boston said 
yesterday that signs point toward a 

sufficient supply of penicillin for the 
armed services and civilians alike 
by spring. 

The company said its new high 
vacuum diffusion process has been 
adopted by most of the country’s 
largest penicillin manufacturers for 
drying the drug. 

“Use of the process in the drying 
of penicillin is expected to revo- 
lutionize the dehydration step in the 
production of the drug, performing 
the operation several times faster 
than any previously used method, 
and at a reduced cost,” the company 
said. 

Among other developments of 
high vacuum equipment in industry 
announced by the company is a 
method for recovering metallic mag- 

nesium. This Involves heating dolo- 
mite limestone and ferrosllicon In 
a retort under high vacuum to 1,100 
degrees centrigrade and now Is em- 

ployed by the Ford Motor Co. and 
the New England Lime Co., the re- 
search corporation said. 

In the process magnesium is va- 
porized and later collected as metal 
in a water-cooled condenser. The 
low pressures which exist in the 
retort assist the metal to reach the 
vapor state. 

• • 

To THE WORKER 
ABOUT TO OET A LOAN 

IF you are about to get a loan, here 
are two things to remember. 1. 

It’s better not to borrow at all unless 
a loan is clearly the best way to solve 
your problem. 2. If you do get a 

loan, borrow no more than you really 
need—and pay it back as rapidly as 

possible to reduce the cost. 

Loons without ondorsors 
Household Finance makes salary, car 
and furniture loans of $50 to $300 for 
constructive purposes. Both men and 
women may borrow in a quick, simple 
transaction without endorsers or guar- 
antors. Borrowers repay in 2 to 12 

monthly instalments out of current 
income. The table below shows sam- 

ple payment plans for various periods 
to take care of the varying needs of 
borrowers. Payments include prin- 
cipal and interest. 

Charges under lawful maximum 
Notice that the sooner a loan is repaid 
the less it costs since Household’s 
charge of 2% per month is made only 
on the unpaid balance. The Maryland 
Small Loan Law authorizes a maxi- 
mum rate of 3% per month. If a loan 
is the best way out of your difficulty, 
phone or visit Household Finance. 

HOUSIHOLP 1UPGIT LOAN PLAN 

amount Monthly poymontt Including ril chorgo* 
Of 3 4 6 9 12 

LOAN Payments payments payments payments payments 

$ 50 $ 17.34 $13.13 $ 8.93 $ 6.13 
75 26.01 19.70 13.39 9.19 $ 7.09 

100 34.68 26.26 17.85 12.25 9.46 
125 43.34 32.83 22.32 15.31 11.82 
150 52.01 39.39 26.78 18.38 14.18 
200 69.35 52.52 35.71 24.50 18.91 
250 86.69 65.66 44.63 30.63 23.64 
300 104.03 78.79 53.56 36.75 28.37 

—« * 1%-!-Hi---:--- 

WE auMANTEE that these 
paymenu will repay loans in 
full, if paymenu are made on 
schedule. Total cost will be re- 
duced if paymenu are made 
ahead of schedule. Paymenu 
include charges at Household’s 
rate of 2% per month on unpaid 
balances. This rate is substan- 
tially lest than the maximum 
prescribed by the Maryland 
Small Loan Law. 

—/ 
* PRESIDENT 

HOUSEHOLD FINANCC CORPORATION 

HOUSEHOLD finance 
UltlUIMU IIM 

Ground Floor, 7914-16 Georgia Avenue 
Phone: SLigo 4400, SILVER SPRING 

—1111 FOR VICTORY BUY WAR SAVINGS STAMPS EVERY PAY-DAY ■ 

He’s away at camp and He wants 

to telephone home. 

How about giving him a break? 

There will be a better chance 
for him if you will limit your own 

night-time Long Distance calls to 

those that are really urgent. 

This it especially important between 

7 and 10 o'clock each night. 

THE CHESAPEAKE AND POTOMAC TELEPHONE COMPANY 


