
Navy Makes Comeback 
Great Leadership, Sensational Victories 
Regain Confidence Lost at Pearl Harbor 

By DAVID LAWRENCE. 
The Navy, by its sensational victories of the last few months, 

and particularly of the last two weeks, has won back the con- 

fidence of the American people which it lost temporarily in the 
Pearl Harbor tragedy of December 7, 1941. 

It’s the same Navy as then, the same highly trained though 
more experienced Navy, but free from the restraints imposed at 
that time when, under our peace- 
time restrictions, the Navy had to 
remain on the 
defensive till an 

overt act was 

committed b y 
another nation. 

It may be of 
little advantage 
now to debate 
why so many of 
our ships were 
concentrated in 
a harbor and 
why the land- 
based planes of 
the Army were 

not able to get 
off the ground 
In time to miti- 
gate the effects of that attack. But 
the American people know more to- 

dav about raids and the difficulties 
of warding them off. Indeed, while 
every effort will be made to pro- 
tect ourselves against attacks from 
any quarters, the public should not 
be shocked if the enemy does raid 
our newly won bases in the Gil- 
berts and Marshalls. The enemy 
has aircraft carriers, too, and the 

Pacific Ocean is big enough for 

sneak moves when our own fleet 
may be returning or is occupied in 
force among other bases. 

The achievement in bombing 
Truk and later the Marianas is a 

glorious one, however, and more 

than makes amends for the Japa- 
nese attack on Pearl Harbor. The 

Japanese could not follow up their 
attack on Hawaii and gained noth- 

ing by it except to put out of com- 

mission some obsolete battleships 
which now have been rebuilt and 
modernized and are of more use to 
us than they would have been in 
December. 1941. when we did not 
have the naval air power anyway to 
provide the necessary cover or of- 
fensive strength to move westward 
toward the Philippines. 

Size Is Cited. 
The Navy which we now7 have in 

the Pacific is larger than anything 
we or any other nation has ever 

mobilized in any one theater of 
action. It is a Navy in which co- 

ordination has played a vital part. 
Army land-based planes are timed 
to attack and defend along w7ith 
naval airplanes flown from decks of 
numerous carriers. 

The American people, and par- 
ticularly the workers in the ship- 
yards, are to be congratulated for 
the job done in building so many 
carriers in such a short space of 
time. Our aircraft factories and 
their personnel are especially to be 
commended for having made pos- 
sible the ah' supremacy we now pos- 
sess over vast areas of the Pacific. 

Most significant is the accom- 

plishments of our whole naval com- 
mand. Admiral King, who became 
commander in chief of the fleet a 
month after Pearl Harbor, has put 
into the organization of the Navy 
a determination and an efficiency 
which is reflected in the results 
already attained. His genius as an 

organizer has given him already an 
inestimable place in our naval his- 
tory. 

The country knows little about 
the part played by the subordinate 
commanders. It knows little, for 
instance, about the skill and tac- 
tics of Admiral Nimitz, W'hose plan- 
ning and resourceful use of every 
opening offered by the enemy made 
possible the success of the recent 
raids. In one instance—a raid that 
has resulted favorably—it is said 
that Admiral Nimitz went beyond 
his plan. Like a halfback who sud- 
denly sees an even better opening 
than the football play itself requires 
and takes instant advantage of it. 
the commander of our Pacific 
operations caught the enemy off- 
balance and used the element of 
complete surprise to the great ad- 
vantage of our side. 

Casualties Small. 
Casualties have been relatively 

small. The risks taken have been 
big. The people know only the offi- 
cial words of the communiques, 
which are modest and restrained. 
The naval victory of the last few 
w;eeks in the Pacific is the greatest 
in all our history. For we have sent 
out an armada of ships and supply 
auxiliaries unprecedented in quan- 
tity and strength to operate three 
to five thousand miles away from 
our mainland. 

Admiral King has reflected the 
spirit of the entire Navy in pressing 
constantly for more and more ships 
and supplies for the Pacific. Given 
the ships and the weapons, the 
Navy has demonstrated that it can 
cut down the length of the w7ar 
against Japan. And the remark- 
able part of the achievement to date 
is that the original nucleus of trained 

Ickes Maps Fight 
Against Coal Crisis 
By the Associated Press. 

Secretary of the Interior Ickes to- 
day announced an extensive system 
for fighting domestic coal shortages 
next winter. 

This spring the Solid Fuels Ad- 
ministration, which Mr. Ickes heads, 
will set up regional and local organ- 
izations. composed of men serving 
without pay—coal dealers for the 
most part. They will help the SFA 
build up stocks of coal and coke in 
spring and summer, and when cold 
weather returns will “mobilize” dis- 
tribution facilities when necessary 
in order to insure that distressing 
shortage won't be caused by maldis- 
tribution. The committees will: 

Arrange with the SFA for emer- 
gency shipments to avoid threaten- 
ing shortages: 

Ascertain which dealers or con- 
sumers are actually in need of 
preferential deliveries to avoid dis- 
tress. and 

Maintain headquarters through 
which consumers who cannot ob- 
tain solid fuels from normal sup- 
plies may get emergency relief until 
permanent arrangements can be 
made. 
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officers and crews has been spread 
out so that we have an efficient 
Navy in which 80 per cent are boys 
who have come in as reserves since 
the outbreak of the war. It's a 

Navy of American youth capable of 
learning, quickly and a Navy of ex- 

perienced officers who know how to 
inspire them. 
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Haskin's 
Answers to 
Questions 

A reader can get the answer to any 
question of fact by writing The Eve- 
nins Star Information Bureau. Frederic 
J Haskin. director. Washington. D. C. 
Please inclose stamp for return postage 

By FREDERIC J. HASKIN. 
Q. Which is the surname and 

j which the given name of the Chi- 
nese generalissimo?—S. S. H. 

1 A. Chiang is the family name 

and Kai-shek are his given names. 

Q. Did Jenny Lind ever make a 

phonograph recording?—M. E. A. 
A. There is a persistent rumor 

that she did, but the story now is 
regarded as a myth. Patti is said 
to have made several recordings in 
America in 1880. Brahms also 
played one of his works into a pho- 
nograph in Vienna. 

Q. How long did Geronimo live 
after his capture?—T. L. T. 

A. The famed Indian chief died 
in 1909, 12 years after his capture. 
His cell at Fort Sill. Okla., is marked 
with a plaque bearing the inscrip- 
tion. ‘Geronimo was never cap- 
tured in mind or spirit.” 

Q. Does rubber occur in the leaves 
or stems of the guayule plant?—E. 
L. H. 

A. All parts of the plant except 
the leaves contain rubber. 

Q. Is the Victoria Crass still be- 
ing made from the metal of the guns 
captured by the British in the 
Crimean War?—J. B. 

A. This supply has been exhaust- 
ed. and since March, 1942, these 
medals have been made of gunmetal 
supplied by the Royal Mint. 

Q. Has a military policeman the 
authority to arrest a civilian?—S. B. 

A. The War Department says that 
normally military police are not au- 
thorized to arrest civilians. An ex- 

ception would be in a case where a 
civilian was observed committing a 

felony, under which circumstances 
the military police would have the 
same authority to arrest the civilian 
as a civilian officer would have. 

Q. How high above sea level is 
the “Christ of the Andes”?—S. W. S. 

A. This giganttc figure of Christ 
stands 14.000 feet above sea level, on 
the boundary between Argentina 
and Chile. 

; Q When was the U. S. S. De Ha- 
! ven sunk?—B. R. E. 

A. During the afternoon of Feb- 
ruary 1, 1943, a force of Japanese 
dive bombers, escorted by Zeros, at- 
tacked and sank her between Cape 

‘Esperance and Savo Island in the 
'Pacific Ocean. 

Q. How many earthquekes were 
| recorded last year?—O. O. 

A. In 1943 there were 43 earth- 
j quakes of sufficient strength to re- 

| cord themselves on distant seismo- 
I graph instruments. 

H. G. Meem Re-Elected 
By Home for Aged Men 

Harry G. Meem. president of the 
John Dickson Home for Aged Men, 
5000 Fourteenth street N.W., was re- 
elected to that office yesterday at 
the annual meeting of the trustees 

j of the institution. 
Charles H. Doing was named vice 

president, filling the vacancy created 
by the recent death of Arthur Peter, 
it was announced, and Alfred H. 
Lawson, vice president and real 
estate officer of the Washington 
Loan & Trust Co., was elected a 
trustee. Other officers of the home 
are: Harry W. Gauss, secretary; 
Leonard D. P. Worthington, assist- 
ant secretary, and William H. Baden, 
Floyd E. Davis, Theodore W. Noyes 
and Walter S. Pratt, jr., members of 
the board. 

Mr. Meem announced that vacan- 
cies were available in the home to 
a limited number of men able to 
meet requirements of age and per- 

j sonal qualifications. 

Anacostia Citizens Want 
People's Counsel Named 

The Anacostia Citizens’ Associa- 
tion voted last night to petition the 
President to appoint a people’s 
counsel for the District. The as- 
sociation demanded that the Presi- 
dent- abide by the intent of Con- 
gress as shown by the fact that 
it created the position and appro- 
priated the necessary funds. 

Resolutions also were passed fav- 
oring in principle of home rule for 
the District. 

And endorsement of the book 
’Foundation of Good Citizenship,” 
by Judge Vincent A. Osterman of 
Prince Georges County, was voiced 
after he had spoken on juvenile 
delinquency. 

The meeting was held at the An- 
acostia School. 
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Landon Says Nation 
Must Elect President 
Friendly to Congress 
By the Associated Press. 

TOPEKA, Kans., Feb. 26.—Alf M. 
Landon interpreted the tax veto 
battle as evidence of increasing fric- 
tion between Congress and the 
President and suggested today “Mr. 
Roosevelt should be unhitched and a 
willing and able team mate be sub- 
stituted.” 

"A new President—Democrat or 
Republican—would not have a sus- 
picious and unfriendly Congress to 
work with as Mr. Roosevelt must 
have from now on,” the 1936 Repub- 
lican presidential nominee declared. 

“A new Commander in Chief who 
will not be contemptuous of his fol- 
lowers and who will not confuse his 
legislative leaders so they will be 
marching right when he is march- 
ing left is essential to the Nation’s 
security.” 

“President Has Lost Touch.” 
Mr. Landon predicted that "when 

the American people grasp the true 
significance of the chaotic condition 
created by the President in his in- 
tolerance toward the Congress then 
I am certain that this most unusual 
and unprecedented and dangerous 
situation will be corrected next No- 
vember.” 

“Grass roots sentiment indicates 
the President has lost touch with the 
people,” he added. "His 11 years in 
office has apparently given him a 

royal complex, which accounts for | 
his waning popularity.” 

The former Kansas Governor re- 
ferred only in general terms to the 
series of events which culminated in 
passage of the tax bill over the Pres- 
ident's veto. But he pointed to 
"lack of unity and co-ordination” 
between the legislative and execu- 
tive branches and added: 

Charges “Bungling.” 
"It is perfectly obvious that Mr. 

Roosevelt has bungled the Presi- 
dent's historic relations with the 
Congress just as he has bungled the 
administration of war regulations. 
This bungling jeopardized our mili- 
tary accomplishments present and! 
future. It will be a terrible hurdle 
for postwar reconstruction both at 

( home and abroad. World confidence I 
in us is being shattered. 

“The President’s petulant attitude ! 
and intemperate language in the 
midst of our greatest national 
emergency aroused righteous indig- 
nation in the Congress regardless of 
party affiliations.” 

Carrier Bennington 
Launched in Brooklyn 
By the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK, Feb. 26—Completed 
within 15 months after the laying of 
her keel, the 27.000-ton Essex class 
carrier U. S. S. Bennington was 
launched today. 

Chosen as sponsor for launching 
ceremonies at the New York Navy 
Yard in Brooklyn was Mrs. Melvin 
J. Maas, wife of Representative 
Maas of Minnesota, and invited 
guests included Francis E. Morris- 
sey, president of the village of Ben- 
nington, Vt„ for which the first 
U. S. S. Bennington was named. 

The original Bennington was a 
gunboat which was used when the 
United States took possession of 
Wake Island on January 17, 1899. 

Building of the Bennington was 
authorized December 15. 1941, and 
her keel was laid December 15, 1942. 
It was the first carrier to be built in 
its entirety at the New York yard. 

Plans for the launching differed 
from the usual sliding down the 
ways. Instead, arrangements called 
for admission of 16 feet of water to 
the building dock through gates, so 
that the vessel could be floated off 
her keel blocks. 

ereToGo 
at To Do 

DANCES. 
Veterans’ Administration Lodge. 

No. 17, American Federation oi 
Government Employes, New Co- 
lonial Hotel, 8:30 o'clock tonight. I 

Get-acquainted dance, sponsored 
by Government Employes Group As- 
sociation, National Press Club audi- 
torium, 9 o'clock tonight. Service 
members invited. 

FILM. 
“Africa,” Pierce Hall, 8 o’clock 

tonight. 
MUSIC. 

Organ recital, Washington Chapel. 
8 o’clock tonight. 

SHOWS. 
Helen Gatch Durston sketches. 

Corcoran Art Gallery, 9:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. today and 2 to 5 p.m. to- i 
morrow. 

Azalea exhibit, Botanic Gardens, 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily. 

FOR SERVICEMEN. 
Stage Door Canteen, Belasco The- 

ater, tonight: Catholic University 
band, Treble Clef Club, Walter 
Reed’s WAC chorus, Casino Royal 
show and Kaplowitz Accordionettes. 

Officers Service Club dance, May- 
flower Hotel, 9 o’clock tonight. 

"Leap Year Backway Dance,” 
YMCA (USO) 9 o'clock tonight. 

Servicemen may obtain informa- 
tion on numerous other dances and 
other activities by telephoning the 
United Nations Center, National 
3900. 
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on which so much of spring’s fashion news is based 
Read "all about them" then see for yourself, in our collections how charmingly a snipped-off sleeve reveals a lovely arm how a scooped-out neckline plays up a satiny skin how the lack of 
a back in your dress shows off your shoulders. We picture four engagingly feminine reasons for plac- ing your fashion-faith on such bare details. 

A—Scooped-out neckline, 
brief sleeves emphasizing 
the bare idea ... a blue 
rayon crepe with violet 
twin corsages_$49.75 
W & L—Misses’ Formal Fashions, 

Third Floor. 

B—Bareback, smartly 
turned your way in B. H. 
Wragge's rooster print 
rayon crepe desert sky 
blue misses' sizes, $25 

Rooster print hat, $5 
W&L—Sportswear, Third Floor 

C—Double exposure 
the sleeveless dress with 
deep swag neckline and 
shoulder bows. Black-as- 
midnight rayon chiffon 
faille _$69.75 
W&L—Misses’ Formal Fashions, 
Third Floor 

D—Kiviette turns a de- 
mure frock daring with 
deepened neckline. One of 
a series of silk flower 
prints that magnetize mas- 

culine glances_$89.75 
W&L—Misses’ Dresses, 
Third Floor 

—Smartest Fashion of All . . . Buying Extra War Bonds, ^Victory Booth, First Floor— 


