
Weather Forecast 
Cloudy, rain tonight and tomorrow. 

Little change in temperature. 

Temperatures today—Highest, 46, at 
1:30 p.m.; lowest, 36, at 6:55 a.m, Yes- 
terday—Highest, 45, at 4:38 pm.; 
lowest. 37, at 5:55 a.m. 

Late New York Markets, Page A-11. 
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Artillery Duel 
More Intense 
In Anzio Area 

Sharp Increase in 

Fighting Also Noted 
On Moletta River 

By the Associated Press. 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 

Naples, Feb. 28.—A sharp in- 
crease in fighting in the last two 
days along headwaters of the 
Moletta River southwest of Car- 
roceto was announced today as 
artillery duelling rose in intensity 
along the Anzio battle front. 

Allied heaoquarters said British 
troops'in that sector had stormed 
and captured two buildings that the 
Germans had converted into strong- 
points. Comparative quiet has 
existed heretofore along the Mo- 
letta, which empties into the sea 11 
miles above Anzio and extends al- 
most due east to within a mile of 
Via Anziate, the highway running 
from Anzio to Carroceto and Rome. 

Simultaneously with the increase 
in artillery fire, an American cruise;, 
standing close to shore, poured 
shells into German gun positions 
yesterday. 

Persistent German efforts to in- 
filtrate through ravines south of 
Carroceto were frustrated by Amer- 
ican artillery, a headquarters an- 
nouncement said. 

Hampered by Adverse Weather. 
Although Adverse weather ham- 

pered both ground and air opera- 
tions yesterday. Allied patrols probed 
German lines on both the 5th Army 
and 8th Army fronts and A-36s dive- 
bombed airfields in the Rome area 
and scored 16 hits on the docks at 
Ladispoli, a little port north of the 
Tiber. 

West of Castelforte beyond the 
Garigliano on the lower 5th Army 
front, a British patrol engaged a 
small enemy force, inflicting a num- 
ber of casualties. 

Dive-bombing and strafing attacks 
by A-36 Invaders on the Littorio 
and Guidonia airdromes near Rome, 
in which a hangar was exploded, 
high lighted air operations yester- 
day. Total flights during the day 
were reduced to about 400 by bad 
flying weather. 

Simultaneously with new air at- 
tacks on enemy shipping off the 
Yugoslav coast, the British destroy- 
ers Tyrian and Teaser shelled Ger- 
man batteries at Vela Luka, on the 
island of Korcula. The enemy re- 

plied, but caused no damage or cas- j 
ualties. 

Spitfires Damage Transportation. 
Spitfires destroyed 11 motor vehi- 

cles and damaged others in an at- 
tack on enemy transportation in 
Central Italy. 

Other Spitfires shot up 20 railroad 
cars in Yugoslavia, near Sibenik 
harbor, Kittyhawks scored near 

misses on two vessels near Sibenik 
harbor on the Yugoslav coast, and 
coastal air force RAF Spitfires 
bombed Corfu harbor installations. 

The enemy flew approximately 20 
sorties over the Anzio beachhead, 
aiming at Allied ships and unload- 
ing areas. One Fock-Wulfe 190 was 
shot down there. Two Allied planes 
were missing. 

Yesterday's Allied communique 
said 5th Army troops repulsed two 
light German attacks on the Cassino 
front. 

One German broadcast said the 
Allies had landed additional forces 
on the beachhead and had converted 
it into ‘‘the character of a fortress,” 
with fortified positions wedged in 
for a depth of 7% miles. 

Gen. Keyes Commanding Corps. 
Supplementing an announcement 

of Saturday that the Germans had 
suffered casualties totaling 15,000 
on the beachhead, headquarters an- 

nounced yesterday that 14,000 pris- 
oners had been taken since the Allies 
first landed on the toe of Italy. 
The Saturday announcement said 
2,816 had been taken on the beach- 
head. 

it was announced omciany tnat 

Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes, a native 
of New Mexico and the deputy of 
Lt. Gen. George M. Patton, jr„ in 
Sicily, now is commanding officer 
of an American Army corps in Italy. 

At the same time three of the 
American divisions in operation in 
Italv were identified as the 3d, 
the 34th and the 36th. 

Tne 3d, composed originally of 
mostly Pacific Coast troops, was 
cited along with a battalion of 
British grenadier guards for dis- 
tinguished action on the Anzio 
beachhead, where it landed with 
the first wave of forces. This hard- 
hitting outfit was in the thick of 
fighting in Morocco, Sicily, at Sa- 
lerno, along the Volturno, at Mi- 
gnano and Mount Rotondo. 

It was the 36th Division, made 
up of men from Texas, that estab- 
lished a bridgehead across the Rap- 
ido River on January 20-21. Tire 
34th, containing men from Iowa 
and Minnesota, plunged into Cas- 
sino February 2 and still is clinging 
there like grim death. 

Nazi Railway Gun 
Outranges Allies' 
Anzio Artillery 

By the Associated Press. 

WITH THE FIFTH ARMY ON 
THE CASSINO FRONT, Feb. 25 
(Delayed).—The Germans have a 

new 17-centimeter (6.69-inch) gun 
mounted on a railway car that out- 
ranges any Allied artillery pieces in 
action here, an Allied officer said 
today. 

This gun has a high-muzzle 
velocity, but its shell is not so 

heavy as those thrown by larger 
Allied guns, he said, adding that the 
Allies have superiority over the 
Germans in artillery on the Cas- 
sino front. 

The Germans also apparently have 
developed a new powder that is said 
to give off practically no flash—an 
advantage at night when gun flashes 
reveal location of artillery. The 
German powder does give off a 
maximum of smoke, however, and 
has no more power than ordinary 
powder. 

.A 

Helsinki Digs Out of Raid Ruins; 
Press Hints Big Developments 

Finns, However, Declare Peace More Remote 
After 600-Plane Russian Attack 

Ey the Associated Press. 

STOCKHOLM, Feb. 28.—The 
Finnish press continued today to 
prepare the people for moment- 
ous developments — perhaps a 
government decision this week 
on whether Finland will get out 
of the war with Russia. 

Meanwhile, Helsinki dug out from 
under the debris left by the worst 
bombing of the war when 600 Rus- 
sian bombers, by Finnish commu- 
nique count, hit the capital. 

(Today’s communique said ene- 

my planes had attacked Oulu 
on the Gulf of Bothnia yesterday 
afternoon and night, causing 
damage and fires.) 
The touchy question of Russian 

troops moving into Finland still ap- 
peared to be the biggest stumbling 
block to a Finnish-Russian armis- 
tice, and the conservative newspaper 
Uusi Suomi indicated the issue ap- 
parently had boiled down to the 
point of Soviet guarantees of safety 
for the Finnish people, and assur- 
ances they would continue to be 
free. 

Safe and Free Life Put First. 
Failure to get such guarantees 

would be the only reason no armis- 
tice was signed, said this newspaper 
which generally reflects the gov- 
ernment view, thus inferring that 
territorial and other questions no 

longer were a problem in the nego- 
tiations. 

“We want peace but we want to 
lead a safe and free life,” Uusi 
Suomi said. “It is only for these 
reasoas that we must fight.” 

Refugees reaching Sweden told 
of great damage by the week end 
bombing of Helsinki. 

The refugees said the Soviet planes 
had laid waste vast sections of the 

Huge Russian Sweep 
Frees 210 Towns 
In Pskov Region 

Nazi Line Reported 
Outflanked, Neutralized 
By Soviet Forces 

By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Feb. 28. —The 
Russians announced today the 
Red Army had driven to points 
within 15 miles of the rail hub 
of Pskov, gateway to the Baltics, 
in an advance which cut'down 
fresh, German reinforcements 
and liberated more than 210 
towns and villages. 

(Frontline dispatches to Mos- 
cow said the Russians had out- 
flanked and neutralized a power- 
ful German line based on lakes 
and streams east of Pskov. The 
British radio reported the Rus- 
sians were 10 miles from Pskov, 
and said Hitler had ordered his 
troops to hold out there “to the 
last man.”) 
The station of Maslogotitsky, from 

where a railway runs south 18 miles 
to Pskov, was among the strong 
points taken in the drive, while 
other Russian units reached small 
communities two and three miles 
nearer Pskov, a Soviet communique 
said. 

Far to the south in the lower 
Dnieper River bend, the ,Russians 
announced they had broken through 
several lines of Nazi dugouts and 
trertches south of Apostolovo, and 
had stormed into Novoront-Sovka, 
district center of the Nikolayevsk 
region, wiping out more than a bat- 
talion of Germans. 

Smashing on, the Russians cap- 
tured several more places, the com- 

munique added, and more than 2,000 
more Germans were killed when 
they attempted unsuccessful coun- 
terattacks. 

A Berlin broadcast said the Rus- 
sians had thrown 100,000 troops into 
a Dnieper bend drive southwest oi' 
Nikopol, which would be in the 
vicinity of Novorontsovka. and also 
were bearing down in White Russia 
in an attempt to break through 
toward Bobruisk. 

The Germans rushed new troops 
into the battle for Pskov, but they 
were overwhelmed by Russian ar- 

tillery and infantry and 800 of them 
were left dead in a single sector, 
the Soviet bulletin said. 

Polish Envoy to U. S. 
Arrives in London 

Ciechanowski to Transmit 
America's Views on Row 

By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Feb. 28.—Jan Ciecha- 
nowski, Polish Ambassador to 
Washington, arrived in London to- 
day with the latest United States 
Government views on the Russian- 
Polish dispute and went immediate- 
ly into consultation w'ith Premier 
Stanislaw Mikolajczyk and Foreign 
Minister Tadeusz Romer of the ex- 

iled Polish government. 
An early meeting of the cabinet 

was expected as the members were 
anxious to learn if the United 
States was in agreement with Prime 
Minister Churchill’s support of Rus- 
sian views on the border question. 

Meanwhile the exiled government 
learned of the distribution of leaflets 
in Warsaw telling of the appoint- 
ment of a new commander in chief 
of Polish forces by the National 
Council in Poland, as a rival to 
Gen. Kazinierz Sosnkowski, the 
commander appointed by the Lon- 
don group. 

The London Polish government 
regarded the new National Council 
as fictitious because reports from 
the underground said its leaders 
were unaware of its existence or 
of the existence of a “Gen. Rola,” 
described as the new commander. 
Creation of the National Council 
was announced by the Union of 
Polish Patriots In Moscow. i 

r 

capital and one estimated that fully 
70 per cent of the buildings were 
destroyed or wrecked. 
* American Legation Damaged. 

The University of Helsinki was 

reported almost entirely destroyed 
and the American, British and Ger- 
man legations were listed among the 
buildings damaged. 

Fires broke out in many sections, 
the refugees said, and panic spread 
among the civilian population as the 
Russian raiders, striking in small 
groups, kept the attack going for 
almost 12 hours. 

Some of the fires still were burn- 
ing yesterday and transportation 
facilities were virtually paralyzed. 
No Sunday papers were published. 

Peace Prospects Called Remote. 
Finns said the raid served only to 

stir up hatred for the Russians and 
made the prospect of peace with 
Russia more remote than ever. 

(A Russian communique de- 
scribed the attack on Helsinki as 
a massed raid by large groups of 
Soviet planes, which were said to 
have bombed the railway station, 
arms dumps, military barracks 
and war plants. 

(A Bern dispatch, meanwhile, 
said Swedish press reports from 
Berlin quoted a German spokes- 
man as saying that Germany has 
no intention of withdrawing her 
troops from Finland regardless of 
any steps Finlarfd may take to- 
ward peace with Russia.) 
There was little further talk here 

of Finnish-Russian peace negotia- 
tions. The Stockholms Tidningen, 
however, reported that the Nazis 
had forbidden Finnish vessels to 
leave German or German-controlled 
harbors—a move that could be in- 
terpreted as a precautionary meas- 
ure in event the Finns decide to 
step out of the war. 

Federatio nSpokesma n 

Asks End of Public 
Housing in District 

Urges Development 
Of New Homes Under 
Private Enterprise 

COST COMPARISONS of public 
and private housing compiled by 
Federation representative. Pg. B-l 

By JOHN T. LUTER. 
Joseph H. Deckman, repre- 

senting the Federation of Citi- 
zens’ Associations, today called 
for abolition of the National 
Capital Housing Authority and 
outlined a four-point program 
under which he said the Dis- 
trict’s slum housing problems 
could be solved by private en- 
terprise. 

Testifying before a Senate Dis- 
trict subcommittee headed by Sena- 
tor Burton, Republican, of Ohio, Mr. 
Deckman proposed: 

1. Establishment of a Slum Clear- 
ance Board, composed of represen- 
tatives of all affected groups. After 
removing the existing substandard 
housing, this board would delegate 
the job of building replacement 
housing to private enterprise, but 
would be empowered to fix minimum 
construction standards and maxi- 
mum rents. 

2. Inducements to encourage pri- 
vate enterprise to construct low- 
rent housing. Long-term financing 
—50 or 60 years—should be made 
available, and tenants should be 
supplied through contracts, agree- 
ments. or rent certificates of the 
local public welfare agency, to all 
private builders, providing replace- 
ment housing under the program 
outlined by the Slum Clearance 
Board. 

3. Utilization of present public 
welfare services of the District gov- 
ernment for tenant selection and to 
determine to what extent tenants 
would be given rent subsidies. A 
graded rent system similar to that 
now in effect in some NCHA prop- 
erties should be set up, with builders 
receiving full economic rents, ten- 
ants paying only what they could 
afford, and the balance being made 
up by welfare groups. 

4. Laws, applying to both ten- 
ants and owners, which would halt 
the growth of slums by prohibiting 
the use of any insanitary or unsafe 
building as a dwelling. 

Challenge to Initiative. 
Private builders should accept this 

four-point program as a challenge 
to their iniative, Mr. Deckman said, 
and should be prepared either to go 
forward with such a plan or to pre- 
sent and alternative. 

In asking the subcommittee to 
abolish the NCHA, which has asked 
funds for an extensive slum recla- 
mation program, Mr. Deckman 
charged that dwellings constructed 
by the housing authority have cost 
much more than comparable hous- 
ing built here by private enter- 
prise. 

Mr. Deckman made numerous 
criticisms of the NCHA and pre- 
sented the subcommittee with a 
copy of a report attacking the au- 
thority, which recently was adopted 
by the Federation. 

Boasts of the housing authority 
(See HOUSING, Page A-10.) 

Late Bulletins 
Vote Compromise Rejected 

Senate conferees today re- 

jected a House sponsored 
service vote compromise bill 
and considered instead a pro- 
posal that the constitution- 
ality of the administration’s 
Federal war ballot plan be 
tested in the Supreme Court. 

Senators Vote FEPC Ban 
A Senate Appropriations 

Subcommittee voted unani- 
mously today to abolish Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s Fair Employ- 
ment Practices Committee 
and bring other executive 
agencies under closer scrutiny 
of Congress. 
(Earlier Story on Page A-3.) 

Revised Figures 
Boost Jap Toll 
To 30 Ships Sunk 

23 Destroyed at Truk; 
Rabaul and Kavieng 
Loss Placed at 7 

Ey the Associated Press. 

Japanese shipping has suffered 
new reverses in the South Pacific 
and the United States Navy has 
boosted its tabulation of enemy 
ship losses in the raid on Truk 
February 16 and 17 to 23 ships 
sunk, 6 probably sunk and 11 
damaged. 

A roving squadron of destroyers 
accounted for seven Japanese ships 
sunk and seven more damaged in 
attacks along the Bismarck Archi- 
pelago, Allied reports showed today. 

And still there was no opposition 
from the Japanese Navy nor from 
the enemy’s dwindling air force in 
the South Pacific. The on^y resist- 
ance to the destroyer assaults came 
from shore batteries, which, at Ka- 
vieng, New Ireland, were accurate 
and pertistent and caused minor 
damage to two American ships, and 
which at Rabaul, New Britain, were 
sporadic, ineffectual and quickly 
silenced. Kavieng appeared to be 
fully reinforced. 

Second Attack In Week. 
The Rabaul raid Friday was the 

second in a week. The once-potent 
enemy bastion’s harbor, ringed with 
towering volcanoes, apparently was 
well cleared of shipping, because the 
destroyers’ targets were exclusively 
shore installations. 

Of the Kavieng raid. Navy Press 
Officer Lt. <j. g.) Thomas Lambert 
of Spokane, Wash., said ‘‘hardly 
had the destroyers' first shots been 
fired when the Jap defenders be- 
gan returning shell for shell." 

Capt. Rodger Simpson of Port- 
land, Oreg., and San Francisco, who 
was aboard the flagship, split his 
forces and directed part of his fire 
against the enemy 6-inch batteries 
and the other against Kavieng and 
the port. 

Bombers reported two cargo ships 
were sunk in the port and others 
were struck fatally as they were 
getting underway. Ships attempt- 
ing to escape sailed directly into 
the guns of other destroyers led 
by Capt. Ralph Earle, jr. * 

Fleeing Tanker Sunk. 
A tanker heading for shelter in 

a small chain of islands was hit 
amidships and sank. Earlier the 
force sank an 8.000-ton freighter 
while prowling Japanese shipping 
lanes. 

Co-ordinated with the twin attacks 
on Rabaul and Kavieng were a series 
of air assaults, including a 102-ton 
raid on Wewak, the main Japanese 
base on New Guinea; at the Ad- 
miralty Islands in the Bismarck 
Sea, where neither air nor anti- 
aircraft opposition was reported, 
and at Rabaul, where 112 tons of 
bombs hit airdrome and supply 
areas. 

The Navy gave its newest figures 
on the two-day smash at Truk, 
mighty enemy base in the Central 
Pacific Caroline Islands, after re- 
check. The total compared with a 
previous listing of 19 ships sunk and 
7 probably sunk. The additions to 
the original list were not identified 
by the Navy. There were no capital 
ships listed in the previous tabula- 
tion of enemy losses. 

No change was made in the re- 
port on Japanese plane casualties— 
201 destroyed and 50 damaged. 
United States losses had been given 
as 17 planes and “moderate" dam- 
age to one surface ship. 

Ponape Is Raided. 
American conquest of Kwajalein 

and Eniwetok Atolls in the Mar- 
shall Islands apparently is begin- 
ning to pay dividends. Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz reported a 30-ton 
bombing raid on Ponape, in the 
Caroline Islands 425 miles east of 
Truk—the fifth raid against that 
important staging base since Kwa- 
jalein fell February 6 and the third 
since Americans invaded Eniwetok 
February 17. 

otner Army and Navy planes 
spread destruction over Kusaie and 
Nauru Islands and four unidentified 
atolls in the Marshalls. 

Meanwhile, a Tokio broadcast said 
Japanese forces have “completely 
routed” a combined Australian and 
Dutch force jyhich landed on the 
southwest coast of Dutch New 
Guinea between the Eilanden and 
Lorentz Rivers, far to the rear of 
Japanese positions. 

The area described is approxi- 
mately 40 miles wide and lies ap- 
proximately 600 miles west of Port 

(See PACIFIC, Page A-3.) 

Japs Claim Sinking 
Of U. S. Carrier 

3 Other Ships Declared 
Destroyed Near Marianas 

By the Associated Press. 
LONDON, Feb. 28.—The Tokio 

radio broadcast a Japanese com- 

munique today saying a United 
States aircraft carrier and three big 
warships were sunk east of the 
Marianas Islands February 22. 

The claims were without any Al- 
lied confirmation. 

The broadcast, recorded by the 
Associated Press, said the fleet in- 
cluded more than 10 carriers and 
8 battleships. 

Two of the other three American 
warships reported damaged were 
“most probably” aircraft carriers, de- 
clared the communique, which as- 
serted that still another carrier had 
been damaged. Attacks on the task 
force were carried out by Japanese 
naval air units, it added. 

The communique said about 200 
carrier-based American planes from 
the force had attacked Saipan, 
Tinian and Guam Islands the morn- 
ing of February 23, but described 
damage as negligible. 

In last week’s account of. the 
Mariana action Admiral Chester W. 
Nimitz reported the Japanese lost 
135 planes and 3 ships and 9 others 
probably sunk. Not a single Amer- 
ican ship was damaged, he said. 

First-Degree Murder Indictment 
Is Returned Against Miller 

Illness Expected 
To Cause Delay 
In Arraignment 

Charging the crime was will- 
ful and premeditated, the grand 
jury today handed up a first- 
degree murder indictment- 
against Robert I. Miller, 67-year- 
old lawyer who shot and killed 
Dr. John E. Lind at Eleventh and 
G streets N.W. last Monday. The 
indictment was returned to 
Chief Justice Edward C. Eicher 
in District Court. 

Miller, meanwhile, was reported 
seriously ill at his home, 1314 Eighth 
street N.W., where he has been con- 
fined since his release on $15,000 
bond. Mrs. Miller said two doctors 
were attending him. 

Dr. Alexander C. Leonardo, who 
has been attending Miller, said he 
had been ill for several days and had 
called the doctors, one a heart spe- 
cialist, into consultation. Asked if 
Miller’s condition had taken a turn 
for the worse, Dr. Leonardo said 
that was the situation. 

Mrs. Miller said her husband suf- 
fered a severe heart attack about 
six months ago, from which he had 
not completely recovered. He also 
was knocked down by an automo- 
bile last autumn, she added. 

Miller's illness is expected to pre- 
vent arraignment this week in Dis- 
trict Court, the next step before the 
case can go to trial. Assistant 

OPA Price Injunction 
Against Hecht Firm 
Invalidated on Appeal 

Government Agency 
Advised to Take New 
Action to Get Order 

BULLETIN. 
The Supreme Court today 

granted L. P. Steuart & Bro., 
Inc., fuel oil dealers, a tem- 
porary restraining order 
against enforcement of an 
OPA mandate ordering it to 
cut back its list of cistomers 
to those it served during the 
year ended October 22, 1942. 
The court also set March 15 
as the deadline by which the 
firm may file a writ of certi- 
orari and provided that if this 
were granted the restraining 
order would be continued un- 
til final determination of the 
case. 

The Supreme Court held today 
that the Office of Price Admin- 
istration was not automatically 
entitled to an injunction to bar 
further price law violations by 
the Hecht Co. The concern had 
pleaded that breaches of the law 
were made in “good faith” and 
arose out of the natural diffi- 
culty of attempting to live up to 
new and complicated liftgation. 

The Court of Appeals here agreed 
with the contention of the Gov- 
ernment that the injunction should 
have followed as a matter of course 
on application of the OPA admin- 
istrator. District Court had dis- 
missed the complaint in its entirety. 

The litigation, under today’s de- 
cision, now goes back to the Court 
of Appeals to decide if some order 
other than an injunction would be 

(See HECHT, Page A-10.j 

First Big Victory Credited 
To Allied Troops in Burma 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Feb. 28.—British and 
Indian troops “have scored a major 
victory over the Japanese for the 
first time” on the Arakan front in 
Burma, the supreme Allied com- 
mand for Southeast Asia an- 
nounced today in an account dis- 
tributed by the Ministry of Infor- 
mation. 

A Japanese force on the front now 
has been largely destroyed, the 
statement said, with "a conserva- 
tive estimate putting their dead at 
over 1,000 and their wounded at 
2,000 out of an original task force 
of approximately 8,000.” 

Dining Room Suite 
Left to Mrs. Miller 
In Dr. Lind's Will 

In a will made out only four 
days before he was killed, Dr. 
John E. Lind, noted psychia- 
trist, left his dining room fur- 
niture and "two framed tapes- 
tries” to Mrs. Marguerite Miller, 
1314 Eighth street N.W., who 
was with him in his automo- 
bile when he was shot at Elev- 
enth and G streets N.W. last 
Monday. Her husband, Robert 
I. Miller, attorney, was indicted 
today on a first-degree murder 
charge. 

Filed in District Court today. 
Dr. Lind's will divided the rest 
of his property among his two 
sons John and William and his 
daughter, Mrs. Robert E. Dud- 
ley. 

Total value of the estate was 
not disclosed. 

United states District Attorney 
George McNeil, who with Assist- 
ant United States District At- 
torney Sylvan Schwartz presented 
the case to the grand jury, said he 
understood Miller was “awfully 
sick.” The action will not be post- 
poned indefinitely. Mr. McNeil said, 
although he didn't know when the 
actual date would be set. 

The indictment charged th^t Mil- 
ler "willfully, purposely and of his 

'See MILLER, Page A-10J 

Death of Auto Victim 
Refused Admittance 
To Hospital Probed 

Ruhland to Investigate 
Case of Man Ordered 
Arrested as Drunk 

Dr. George C. Ruhland, Dis- 
trict health officer, today will 
investigate the circumstances 
surrounding the death early yes- 
terday of a 72-year-old colored 
man, victim of a traffic accident, 
less than three hours after a 
medical student, after a cursory 
examination at Casualty HospU 
tal, ordered the man arrested 
as drunk. 

The victim, Nathaniel Hicks, 1416 
Florida avenue N.E., was taken to 
Gallinger Hospital by police of the 
ninth precinct when he appeared 
on the verge of collapse in the sta- 
tion house. He died a short time 
later, police said. 

A separate investigation also was 
being made by Casualty Hospital 
authorities, Miss Elizabeth M. 
Rogers, superintendent, said today. 

Declaring that attendants at the 
emergency clinic were not even 
aware that Mr. Hicks had been 
struck by an automobile, Miss 
Rogers admitted today that John 
Gunning, a fourth-year medical 
student at George Washington Uni- 
versity medical school, serving as an 
exteme at Casualty Saturday night, 

<See HICKS, Page A-2.) 

U. S. Heavy Bombers Join 
In Assaults on France 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Feb. 28.—United States 
heavy bombers pounded at Nazi mil- 
itary objectives in Northern France 
today in assaults combined with 
blows by American Marauders and 
British medium bombers. 

It was the first American heavy 
bomber operation since the raid on 

Regensburg in Germany Friday by 
planes from Britain and Italy, and 
marked the 18th operation of the 
United States 8th Air Force four- 
engined bombers this month. 

Six French 'Terrorists' 
Reported Executed 
By the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK, Feb. 28.—The Ger- 
man-controlled Vichy radio said to- 
day that six French “terrorists” had 
been executed at Thonon-Les Bains 
in the Haute Savoie Department 
after their conviction by a military 
court. 

The broadcast was reported by the 
United States Foreign Broadcast In- 
telligence Service. 

Legal Move Hinted 
To Take Joan Langan 
From Both Parents 

Father's Lawyer Says 
'Next Friends' of Child 
May Act Today 

The Langan custody case, 
which a Maryland court thought 
it had settled once and for all 
last Thursday night, again be- 
came entangled today in a maze 
of legal complications both here 
and in Maryland. 

Latest developments in the case, 
which centers around 10-year-old 
Joan Langan, over whose custody 
her father, John Langan, and her 
mother, former actress, Joan Man- 
ners, are battling were: 

1. Mr. Langan and the child failed 
to appear before Justice T. Alar 
Goldsborough in District Court to- 
day in answer to a writ of habea; 
corpus on the ground that the wit 
was Illegally served on Sunday. 

2. Service of the writ was quashec 
by Justice Goldsborough on the mo- 
tion of Charles Walker, attorney foi 
Mr. Langan, after a hearing cli- 
maxed by the appearance of Mr 
Walker himself as a witness called 
by Miss Manners’ attorney. 

3. Mr. Walker informed the courl 
that failure of Mr. Langan to ap- 
pear could be attributed to the facl 
that “next friends of the child” ar< 

\ planning to petition the court, prob- 
ably late today, to intervene in th< 

| case and remove the child from th< 
| custody of both parents pending s 

j thorough investigation. 
Writ Is Re-issued. 

4. The writ of habeas corpus was 
re-issued with a promise by Mr 
Walker that he would make every 
effort to get his client to appear with 
the girl late today or tomorrow 
morning, although he refused to dis- 
close their whereabouts. 

5. Municipal Court Judge Thomas 
D. Quinn refused to issue a kid- 
naping warrant on the complaint ol 
Miss Manners. Such a warrant had 
previously been refused by United 
States Attorney Edward M. Curran 
last Friday. 

6. It also was announced tha1 
Miss Manners would seek a warrant 
charging Mr. Langan with perjurj 
when he testified before the Circuit 
Court of Montgomery County in 
Rockville, Md., during the custodj 
hearing. This warrant will be 
sought before a committing magis- 
trate in Silver Spring, according tc 
Walter L. Green and Jeff Lichten- 
berg, attorneys for Miss Manners. 

7. Mr. Lichtenberg said Mist 
Manners would ask the District 

| Court, in connection with the 
habeas corpus action, to order a 
blood test "if it becomes necessary 
to determine the possible lack ol 
paternity.’’ The attorney would not 
elaborate on this matter, but it wat 
recalled that in the order of the 
California court, which gave Mist 
Manners custody in 1941, the actrest 
stipulated she would not “casl 
suspicions” on the paternity of the 
child. 

Writ Served Sunday. 
Mr. Walker told Justice Golds- 

borough that the writ of habeas 
corpus was served on his client yes- 
terday afternoon and that Distric 
law provides service "on the Lord’! 
holiday” is void. 

A United States marshal, whe 
served the writ, testified he ha< 

(See LANGAN, Page A-10.) 

Philippines Envisioned 
As Navy Target After Truk 
Bt the Associated Press. 

CHICAGO, Feb. 28.—The Philip, 
pine Islands may be the objectivi 
of the Navy after the reduction o 

TrulL big Japanese mid-Paclfic base 
Rea™Admiral John Downes, retired 
said yesterday. 

Admiral DoWnes told the Knight) 
of Columbus that “Admiral Nimit: 
in a recent statement gave us somi 
idea of what the campaign will bi 
after the reduction of Truk. 

"It may be that the next objectiv* 
will be the recapture of the Philip 
pines. This would seem a wise movi 
if, as he says, our final objective L 
wiping out the Japanese in Chin* 
in order that we may operate fron 
that country against the Japanesi 
homeland.” 

Admiral Downes contended th< 
present island-hopping campaigr 
was inevitable since no bases o: 
possible value to the Japanese car 
be left behind as United State) 
forces move westward. 

A 

Medical Board 
Opposes Lower 
Draft Standard 

President Gives Out 
Findings Against 
Calling More 4-Fs 
By MIRIAM OTTENBERG. 

President Roosevelt today 
made public a medical commis- 
sion report opposing the lower- 
ing of physical standards to 
make more 4-Fs available for 
service and thus forcing the 
draft boards to turn to their two 
other large pools of men—the 
fathers still remaining in 3-A 
and the 5,000,000 men now hold- 
ing occupational deferments. 

The report gave additional em- 

phasis to the review of all occupa- 
tional deferments ordered by the 
President Saturday. Mr. Roosevelt 
laid particular stress on deferred 
non-fathers in the younger age 
groups. The House Military AfTairs 
Subcommittee investigating draft 
deferments reported 900,000 non- 
fathers between the ages of 18 and 
25 have been given occupational de- 
ferments. 
Commission Suggested by Congress. 

The Medical Commission wis cre- 
ated at the suggestion of Congress 
at the height of the father-draft de- 
bate to see if relaxation of physical 
standards and induction of more 
limited service men would be pos- 
sible in an effort to delay drafting 
fathers. 

Although selective service pre- 
dicted last Friday that only 10 per 
cent of the 2,500.000 fathers remain- 
ing in 3-A will be drafted—with 
the rest rejected for physical rea- 

sons or given occupational defer- 
ments—the commission reported 
that healthy fathers and “all other 
available sources’ must be tapped 
to provide fighting men for the 
armed forces. 

The President is expected to send 
the report and a message concern- 
ing it to Congress tomorrow. 

Although some new physical 
standards for admission to the 

I armed forces were recommended by 
| the five-man commission, Selective 
Service Director Lewis B. Hershey 

; was quoted in the report as de- 
| scribing the changes in the stand- 
I ards as "minor" and predicting they 
would not result in the induction of 
a significant number of men from 

I the 4-F group. Details of the new 
standards were not revealed. 

Commission’* Conclusions. 
I The commission told the President 

; lit had reached these conclusions: 
1. The physical requirements for 

admission to the armed forces can- 

not be reduced below the new stand- 
ards recommended by the commis- 
sion "without impairing the effi- 
ciency” of the services. 

2. The services have reached "sat- 
uration” for newly inducted men for 
limited service, since the need for 
limited servicemen will be fully met 
by men already in the armed forces 
who are no longer fit for general 
service. 

3. The “urgent and increasing 
need of the services today” is for 
men for general service and that 
need will progressively increase until 
the war is won. 

4. It is apparent these needs can- 
not be met by lowering physical 
requirements for admission to the 
armed forces or by increasing the 
induction of men for limited service. 

5. Since the needs of the forces for 
general servicemen cannot be fully 
met from the pool of men now in 
class 1-A plus those coming of mili- 
tary age, "it is apparent that the 
manpower required for the prosecu- 
tion of the war cannot be obtained 
except by induction of men living 
with their families and recourse to 
all other available sources.” 

Mclntire Heads Group. 
The commission, appointed by the 

President December 30. includes Vice 
! Admiral Ross T. Mclntire, surgeon 
; general of the Navy and commis- 
;sion chairman; Maj. Gen. Norman 
T. Kirk, surgeon general of the 
Army; Dr. Alan C. Woods, opthal- 
mologist in chief, Johns Hopkins 
Hospital; Dr. Frank H. Lahey, sur- 

geon in chief, Lahey Clinic, Boston, 
and Dr. Edward A. Strecker. psychi- 
atry professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Gen. Hershey, commenting on the 
recommended physical standards, 
said some of the changes lower and 
others raise the present standards. 
He added that the changes were 
“minor in character and do not pei 

1 mit an exact estimate of the number 
of men who will be affected by 
these changes.’’ K 

“The most favorable estimate,” he 
was quoted in the report as saying, 
"would be that the result in addi- 
tional numbers inducted would not 
be significant. Hence, the maximum 

[ to be hoped for under these changes 
1 

would be improvement of selection 
qualitatively, with little result quan- 

J titatively.” 
Few 4-Fs Available. 

The commission estimated tiuAi 
only between 6 and 8 per cent 
all registrants now in 4-F would,be 
found qualified for general service' 
if the whole 4-F group was reviewed. 
A review program has been planned, 
the commission said, but was held 
up pending the commission's report. 

This review, according to the com- 
■ mission’s description, would not 

mean that all 4-Fs would have to 
| be ^examined. The medical re- 

port fcn each man would be studied 
by his local board and an examining 
physician with the medical advisory 

| boards called in on doubtful cases. 

; Only those who seemed likely to be 
accepted would be sent to the in- 
duction stations. 

In its report the commission said 
it had explored the possibility of 

; taking more limited-service men, 
more illiterates and more men with 

| correctible physical defects. In 
each type it gave reasons why large- 
scale induction would be imprac- 

i tical. 
Reporting that under the present 

; standards for general service “the 
, quality of the men is lower than is 
; desirable,” the commission said the 

(See DRAFT, Page A-2.) 


