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On to the Courts 
The transformation of the Dis- 

trict Public Utilities Commission 
from an administrative agency, 
charged with regulation of local 
utility rates, to a three-ring circus 
has provided entertainment for the 
spectators and a rosy future for the 
utility lawyers. But the change has 
raised a number of questions which 
will have to be settled before it is 
possible to determine the eventual 
public benefit. 

One of these relates to the tactics 
adopted by Commissioner Hankin, 
who, one may be sure, is prompted 
by an extraordinary zeal to protect 
the public interest and a profound 
belief that he is best equipped to 
do it. As a continually dissenting 
member of the commission, he has 
shown very plainly that he suspects 
not merely the judgment but the 
motives which influence his col- 
leagues, past and present, on the 
commission as well as the commis- 
sion’s own expert personnel. It was 
that sentiment which so obviously 
led to his performance last week, 
when, with the greatest of ease, he 
vacated his role as a commissioner 
long enough to take the witness 
stand and introduce evidence which 
he later will analyze as a commis- 
sioner. The practical difficulties of 
filling this dual role with satisfac- 
tion to the interested parties are 
obvious. 

Another question relates to the 
part that the Office of Price Admin- 
istration is to play in local utility 
regulation. This question is in the 
process of at least partial settlement 
now, for the gas rate case, now be- 
fore the United States Supreme 
Court, involves the OPA’s powers as 
an intervenor to prevent rate in- 
creases. But in its petition last 
week the OPA raises another point 
relating to its powers as an inter- 
venor not merely to prevent in- 
creases but to bring about a reduc- 
tion of utility rates. The OPA has 
joined other petitioners for an im- 
mediate hearing on streetcar fares, 
despite the Public Utilities Commis- 
sion’s recent refusal to proceed with 
such a hearing until it has disposed 
of other pending business and ob- 
tained certain basic data. A novel 
sidelight is presented here in the 
fact that the utilities counsel of 
OPA, joining in this petition, is also 
appearing in the current proceed- 
ings over Pepco rates as special 
counsel for the Procurement Divi- 
sion of the United States Treasury. 

The public is naturally anxious 
to obtain lower utility rates. The 
agency established to pass on such 
questions, in the public interest, is 
the Public Utilities Commission. If 
the commission becomes a mere 
skirmish field, with its decisions so 

prejudiced in advance by unusual 
pressure from within and without 
as to be unacceptable to anybody, 
the real rate-making powers in- 
evitably are transferred to the 
courts. This process, which is by 
way of being established h*re in 
Washington, is of doubtful benefit. 

The Worst to Come 
Though apparently limited in ! 

scale, the first American daylight i 

bombing of Berlin must chill the 
spine of Germany. From Britain to 
the Reich capital, the round-trip 
flight is over 1,000 miles, a distance 
which in earlier days led Hermann 
Goering to laugh off the possibility 
of an attack and to say that if ever 
one occurred, his name from then 
on would be “Schultz.” 

It is a long time now since Goering 
became “Schultz.” He became that 
when the Royal Air Force began its 
spectacular series of night assaults 
on Berlin—assaults so massive, so 

pulverizing, it has been estimated 
that half of the great city already 
lies in ruins. But never before, 
except for a negligible British raid 
carried out to mark the tenth an- 

niversary of Hitler’s rule, has this 
shattered Nazi nerve center been 
bombed in the full light of day. 
Never before has it had a taste of 
American air power. 

Saturday's attack, in fact, was 
not so much a taste as a foretaste, 
for we may assume that our flyers, 
having thus made their debut over 

Berlin, will be back again and again, 
carrying out their grim daytime job 
with the same precision and dev- 
astation as have distinguished 
their assaults on many another city 
throughout Germany. The distance 
involved no longer acts as a deter- 
rent; our fighter planes—notably the 
P-38 Lightnings and the P-51B 
Mustangs—have been built with 
such extraordinary range that our 

big bombers now can count on them 
for a protective escort all the way 
to and from the tottering capital. 

By day. the Americans; by night, 
the RAF. As in so many other 
acarred and blackened cities of the 

the population of the rem- 
A 

nants of Berlin can look forward 
to nothing but a systematic, round- 
the-clock aerial bombardment, ris- 
ing steadily in destructive fury until 
the whole place is blotted out. The 
appearance of Americans over the 
capital is a clear sign that the 
worst is yet come, and the enemy 
will see in it further confirmation of 
Prime Minister Churchill’s recent 
prediction that the Allied air offen- 
sive is going to be carried out on a 
scale whose magnitude has not 
hitherto even been imagined. To- 
gether with the introduction of the 
new British six-ton bomb, this pros- 
pect must rest with a terrible weight 
upon the German mind. 

Change of Heart 
Jonathan Daniels, administrative 

assistant to the President, is to be 
commended for his decision— 
reached after consultation with Mr. 
Roosevelt—to abandon his refusal to 
testify before a Senate subcommit- 
tee investigating the Rural Electri- 

, fication Administration. 
In his appearance before the sub- 

committee last week Mr. Daniels had 
refused to state whether he had 
asked Harry A. Slattery, head of 
REA, to sign a letter of resignation. 
In explanation of this refusal, he 
cited the confidential nature of his 
position and contended that it 
would not be in the public interest 
for him to answer the question. This 
was an untenable position, and it 
was the part of wisdom to aban- 
don it. 

There are two aspects of this 
matter to be considered. One con- 
cerns a purely legal question—the 
extent to which Congress may go in 
seeking information from repre- 
sentatives of the executive branch 
of Government. This is an unex- 

plored field, and while it is perfectly 
evident that there is a limit beyond 
which Congress should not be per- 
mitted to go, it can hardly be said 
that the question put to Mr. Daniels 
in this instance raised any threat of 
unwarranted invasion by Congress 
of that field of governmental au- 

thority which lies exclusively with 
the Executive. 

Mr. Daniels was merely asked to 
state whether he had requested Mr. 
Slattery to resign. That called only 
for a yes or no answer, and pre- 
sented the second and truly rele- 
vant aspect of this controversy: 
whether, in the interests of good 
government, the Executive should 
seek to assert the right to refuse 
even this limited bit of information. 
On the face of the matter it seems 

quite evident that Congress, purely 
legal considerations aside, has a 

right to know whether Mr. Slattery 
had been asked to turn in his resig- 
nation. The answer involves no in- 
vasion of the legitimately confiden- 
tial relationship between Mr. Dan- 
iels and the President. Further- 
more, the REA was created by Con- 
gress and it is supported by the 
people. The difficulties in which its 
administrator has been involved 
are obviously of a political nature, 
and it seems very far-fetched indeed 
to attempt to raise a technical consti- 
tutional objection to a full dis- 
closure of the facts pertaining to 
them. To say that these diffi- 
culties are not a proper subject for 
congressional investigation is to say 
that the people who support such 
agencies as the REA have no right 
to know how their money is being 
spent or what is being done by the 
agencies which they have created 
and which they are supporting. 

This would be an indefensible po- 
sition, and the President had ample 
reason for his unwillingness to be 
maneuvered into it. He has. of 
course, both the right and the duty 
to resist any improper encroach- 
ment by Congress on the executive 
domain. But the time to face that 
issue is after, not before, it has been 
raised. 

Hold-off Toward Argentina 
Washington’s attitude toward the 

Farrell regime in Buenos Aires can 

perhaps best be described by the 
Wilsonian phrase: “watchful wait- 
ing.” This was made clear by the 
statement and complementary press 
conference given on the subject by 
Edward R. Stettinius, jr„ Acting 
Secretary of State. Our present 
policy is frankly tentative—“to re- 
frain from entering official relations 
with the new regime pending de- 
velopments.” This is a middle 
ground between the formal diplo- 
matic recognition promptly extend- 
ed to the original military junta 
which overthrew President Castillo 
last June and the categorical re- 
fusal to recognize the revolutionary 
regime set up later in Bolivia. Fur- 
thermore, Mr. Stettinius intimated 
that this state of suspended rela- 
tions would continue until and un- 
less “Argentina will take the steps 
necessary to bring her fully and 
completely into the realm of hemi- 
spheric solidarity.” And the Acting 
Secretary went on to give an item- 
ized list of such steps which went 
well beyond the formal break with 
the Axis made by the Ramirez gov- 
ernment before its displacement by 
the Farrell setup. 

It is interesting to note that 
the department’s official statement 
speaks of the Farrell junta as “the 
new regime.” By using that term, 
our Government refuses to accept 
the contention that President Rami- 
rez voluntarily delegated his execu- 

tive powers to Vice President Far- 
rell, and that therefore no official 
hiatus has taken place calling for 

diplomatic recognition by foreign 
governments. Mr. Stettinius pre- 
sumably wished to emphasize this 
point when he stated: "To deal with 
such grave issues on a purely tech- 
nical basis would be to close our eyes 
to the realities of the situation.” 

However, one important Latin 
American country has accepted the 
Argentine contention at face value. 
This is Argentina’s neighbor, Chile, 
whose Ambassador to Buenos Aires 

r 

has delivered a note announcing 
that Chile regard's the Farrell ad- 
ministration as a continuation of 
the government of President Rami- 
rez. The boycotted regime in Bolivia 
naturally did the same, a matter of 
slight importance. Chile’s action, 
however, is much more significant, 
and cannot be pleasing to the State 
Department, because it precludes a 
united Pan American diplomatic 
front against the Farrell regime. 

The Black Market 
At a time when Americans are 

fighting and dying all over the 
world, it is a shameful fact that 
black-market operations in this 
country are still flourishing. As re- 

ported the other day by Chester 
Bowles, head of the Office of Price 
Administration, they constitute a 

racket involving an annual tribute 
of well over a billion dollars in the 
sale of food alone, and many 
millions of dollars more in the sale 
of such things as clothing, furniture, 
tires and gasoline. 

The situation, of course, could be 
a great deal worse, and it would be 
if the overwhelming majority of 
the Nation’s merchants were not 
•honest and if the OPA itself were 

not learning how to combat innu- 
merable black-market devices with 
its own enforcement staff of 2,800 
men, with the frequent assistance 
of the United States Secret Service 
and the FBI, and with the diligent 
co-operation of 39,000 volunteer 
price-panel members who work 
closely with local boards throughout 
the country. Mr. Bowles points with 
particular pride to the good accom- 

plished by the volunteers, citing how 
in one city, within a period of. 30 
days, they virtually eliminated vio- 
lations after finding that 36 per cent 
of all sales were being made above 
ceiling prices. 

Yet the black market continues 
to carry on its illicit business to the 
tune of more than a billion dollars 
a year, all of which affects the cost 
of living and aids the forces of in- 
flation. Our experience with pro- 
hibition makes it clear, moreover, 
that the thing will thrive no matter 
how big a policing army is put into 
the field against it. It will thrive as 

long as Americans in general are 
tolerant of it or are a party to it by 
doing business with the shady and 
cri: .inal characters who have estab- 
lished it as a highly profitable war- 
time racket. The OPA can at best 
do no more than keep it from run- 

ning wild. The real job of control 
is up to the average citizen; if he 
takes the trouble to be conscien- 
tious about it, then the evil will die 
for want of patronage; but if he is 
indifferent, if he plays along with 
the chiselers and profiteers, it will 
remain what Mr. Bowles calls it— 
“a national disgrace,” doubly dis- 
graceful because it is so meanly out 
of keeping with the sacrificial na- 
tures of these times. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

Templeton Jones laid down the new 
Victor album of excerpts from Walt 
Whitman's “Leaves of Grass," as spoken 
by Ralph Bellamy. 

“A nice job,” he said. "I wonder why 
nobody thought of it before. When 
I went to school Whitman was a sort 
of outcast. He was scarcely ever men- 
tioned in classes on American litera- 
ture. 

“His lyric poem, ‘Captain. My Cap- 
tain,' was about the only thing of his 
W'e were taught, and it was about the 
mast unrepresentative thing that could 
have been selected. 

“When I tell some of my young friends this, they look with wonder 
and a little disbelief, because Whitman 
is taught in the schools today. 

"It is marvellous how easily his poems 
are understood when spoken, and 
especially when recited as well as 
Mr. Bellamy does it in these records. 

"He must love the words of the Good 
Gray Poet very much. 

“And he makes the listener love them, 
too, and marvel over how new and 
fresh they are. 

“Here we have poems about America 
and France that might have been 
written this year, not in our Civil War 
times. 

“These glowing words about democ- 
racy are about the true democracy, 
which we still have a chance to ex- 
emplify if we are strong enough, and 
true enough to our ancient ideals. 

“There was a man in Washington 
several years ago who might have 
done a good job .in chanting the ‘Leaves 
of Grass,’ provided he had it in him 
to do it. I do not know but I often 
wondered if he had, because he had the 
exact appearance for it. 

"He was a tall, well built man, with 
flowing red hair and a bold, interesing face. He wore a bright red mackinaw 
jacket, which almost matched his long 
red hair and beard. 

"He carried a cane which he waved 
in greeting at any one who would look 
his way. Sometimes he stood at the 
comer of Eleventh and F streets, and 
for several years he posed along 
Connecticut avenue. 

“Even those who regarded him as 
eccentric, in time came to see that there 
was a method in his madness, as it 
were. He was a free man, in what 
we thought then was a civilized world. 

* * * * 
"He was, to my mind, the only person 

in the city who could have read Whit- 
man aloud with the proper effect 

“I sometimes wanted to stop and tell 
him so, but always retreated at the 
last moment, because he had in him 
something which defied familiarity. I 
thought he might not understand. 

“He had the very air of a Whitmanite. 
and no doubt, provided he could speak 
well, might have carried them ofT as 
Whitman .himself would have liked to 
hear them done. 

* * * * 

“Whitman’s words are bold words, 
meant to be spoken aloud. They make 
good reading, but better listening. 

“They are poetry of the spoken words, 
rather than of the written. Thev speak 
to the mind and heart, but to do it 
they must speak, before all. 

“I am gald to have this album. It is 
a good start in what some day will be 
a spoken treasury of the works of Walt 
Whitman, who was so indissolubly 
linked with this city and this land 
of ours. 

“His poems are symphonies, and as 
such they must be recorded for all 
time. These excerpts are a fine be- 
ginning, but they are only a beginning. 
Now let us have the complete ‘Song 
of the Open Road,’ followed by the 
'Song of Myself.’ That will be a good 

** 

Letters to The Star 
Rockefeller Legend Viewed 

in Light of History 
To th» Editor of The Star: 

The posing of Ida M. Tarbell seems 
to pose again, in the minds of many, 
th<* question as to whether free enter- 

prise now must be measured by the 
alleged evil done our country by the 
methods and the philosophy represented 
in the rise of the Rockefeller interests— 
all this inspired by the younger genera- 
tion’s reading of Miss Tarbell’s account 
of the Standard Oil Co.’s affairs be- 
tween 1872 and 1898. 

It generally is known that until the 
last few years few books have appeared 
about John D. Rockefeller, sr. One 
was a brief journalistic sketch, another 
a rambling and incoherent attack, 
chiefly upon his philanthropies. One 
prominent author tells the true story 
of Mr. Rockefeller and his times, in- 
spired not from the countless articles 
appearing in magazines and newspapers 
violently attacking him, but from a sin- 
cere and honest effort to examine im- 
partially the whole record of this ex- 

traordinary man’s life and to relate his 
character and achievements to his times. 
This book, has the virtue of an honest 
disengagement of the character of the 
subject from the features with which 
both hatred and affection have invested 
it and draws a true picture of Mr. 
Rockefeller in the times in which he 
moved. 

The congenital sophomores of journal- 
ism and the like, with no intimate 
knowledge of any biographical sketch 
of the great philanthropist, quite natu- 
rally write critically in their arraignment 
of Mr. Rockefeller in the picture of a 

cold and bloodless incarnation of scien- 
tific giving. As a matter of fact, Mr. 
Rockefeller always had his own little 
private charities and at the time of his 
death he maintained a large pension list 
on which appeared, until they passed 
away, the names of many of the old- 
timers in olldom, not a few of whom 
were those who claimed that they had 
been “crushed” by the ruthless indus- 
trialist of the earlier days. 

ine aumor oi a recent book aptly 
broaches the question as to how we shall 
measure in terms of wisdom, virtue and 
social utility the extraordinary gifts, so 

stupendous in terms of dollars. The 
answer calls up the whole question of 
the soundness of private philanthropy. 
Looked at subjectively, the matter in- 
volves the intricate and obscure anatomy 
of human motive. As the author de- 
clares, men have said that Mr. Rocke- 
feller gave to create an ambush of good 
will behind which he might have carried 
forward his schemes of profit or that 
he was silencing the murmurings of a 

guilty conscience, or redeeming his dam- 
aged fame. As to the murmurings of a 

guilty conscience, there is no evidence 
that Mr. Rockefeller’s conscience ever 
troubled him. He was always from boy- 
hood days we!! content with his course, 
and there is no worthy challenge to the 
fact that he always was committed to 
that paternal concept of Christian so- 

ciety in which the management of 
affairs was supposed to be intrusted by 
Divine wisdom to the efficient and the 
strong, who, in accumulating riches for 
themselves, provided employment for 
their less capable brothers and who, 
upon the principle of noblesse oblige are 

charged with the obligation to use their 
riches for a good purpose. Certainly, it 
ought to be conceded that there is some- 

thing on the side of the rich man like 
Mr. Rockefeller whose weakness is for 
giving usefully to a world for which he 
feels a bond of sympathy rather than 
those other rich men of the day who 
spent their money chiefly upon them- 
selves and who got their delights out of 
looking down with scorn upon the men 
from whom they had squeezed it. 

Boyhood recollection recalls that there 
is supposed to be a tide in the affairs 
of men, which, taken at the flood, leads 
on to fortune. When we think about Mr. 
Rockefeller our minds go back to this 
bit of wisdom from the distant past. 
With th£ possible exception of few mis- 
informed critics, Mr. Rockefeller out- 
lived the men who denounced him and 
the generation which hated him. It now 
must be said that the old regional fron- 
tier lines of the great Standard confed- 
eracy are now almost obliterated. Com- 
petition of the present day actually has 
invaded Standard Oil itself. The Rocke- 
fellers actually have withdrawn from 
most of the Standard branches. The 
various Standard units, 33 of them at 
the time of the dissolution in 1911, have 
become wholly independent and com- 

peting concerns spreading out over their 
old boundaries as full-fledged rivals of 
each other, a fact of far greater impor- 
tance to our war effort, industrial and 
social life today than, perhaps, the 
prejudiced opinion of critical commen- 
tators that Mr. Rockefeller's philanthro- 
pies were the consequential rewards of 
iniquity. A. M. S. 

Proposes Pentagon’s Use 
To the Editor of The Star: 

There seems to be great concern over 
the approaching inadequacy of Arling- 
ton Cemetery. The authorities are pro- 
posing to dispossess hundreds of the liv- 
ing to make room for the dead. This 
seems to be needless. 

When the dove of peace again hovers 
over our fair land and the War Depart- 
ment shrinks to its prewar size, what 
could be more appropriate than to con- 
vert the Pentagon into a great mauso- 
leum for our honored dead? A chapel, 
a crematory and thousands of vaults 
could easily be provided within its ample 
walls. With its serene pool, beautiful 
landscaping and unmatched traffic fa- 
cilities, it seems to have been created 
for the purpose. 

As the mausoleum at Halicarnassus is 
known as one of the wonders of the 
ancient world, so the mausoleum at Ar- 
lington would take its place as a wonder 
of the modern wolid. 

A. C. CRON, Co!., U. S. A., Ret. 

Forced Neglect 
The silver chains of love are tarnished 

now. 
We tried to put them carefully away 

Within a darkened cupboard, with the 
vow 

We made upon our joyous wedding day. 
Tlte patina of happiness has dulled 

And all the brightness turned to drab- 
like gray. 

The fingers that were silken-tipped and 
lulled 

And smoothed the roughened edges 
of our thought, 

To make it softer, after it was culled 
Of all the finer things that patience 

sought, 
Are folded now and clenched into a fist, 

For all our nurtured love has come to 
naught. 

I wonder if you think of what we’ve 
missed 

These long and war-torn months since 
last we kissed? 

PLORAZI 

This Changing World Constantine Brown 
me news mai nussia is aue to gee 

one-third of the Italian fleet which 
surrendered to the Allies last September 
was not particularly welcome to any 
member of the 
United Nations, ex- 
cept the Soviet, ac- 

cording to reports 
received in Wash- 
nlgton soon after 
President Roosevelt 
announced plans for 
the transfer. 

The British gov- 
ernment, of course, 
knew about the ar- 

rangement, but 
while Prime Minis- 
ter Churchill is said 
to have agreed that 
Russia should gain 
some material advantages from Italy’s 
downfall, he preferred to hold up the 
shift until the armistice with Italy was 
reinforced by a peace treaty. 

Fundamentally the British did not 
care much whether or not Russia^par- 
ticipated in the division of spoils from 
Italy. Their chief concern is to keep 
the Italians under the present Badoglio 
government in good humor. They be- 
lieve that the Italians can play an im- 
portant part in the present campaign. 

Italy’s fleet, under its officers and_old 
personnel, is doing a fair Job on our 
side in the Mediterranean, and while 
the ground troops and aviation have 

noi uvea up to me expectations or some 
military men, they are not too bad. 

The Italian Army has been of some 
help to the Allies, not so much because 
of their love for us, but because they 
believed that by co-operating with the 
United Nations they might be able to 
save something out of the wreckage. 

The news that a portion of theii fleet 
was earmarked for Russia was known 
in Italy within six hours. The effect is 
said to have been depressing. When 
the fleet surrendered the Allies were 
careful not to say anything that might 
give the Italians definite hope that they 
would still have the fleet after the war. 
But they believed that by sincere co- 
operation they would get recognition at 
the peace table. 

The British are worried that Friday’s 
announcement might have an adverse 
effect on the future active co-opera- 
tion of the Italian fighting forces. And 
while at the outset of the campaign 
the military assistance of the Italian 
forces was of no real importance the 
British have been counting more heav- 
ily on this support. 

The British government is said not 
to object to the increase of the Russian 
sea power. In order to avoid a complete 
breakdown of the morale of the freed 
Italians, Britain is reported to have 
suggested that some British naval units 
be given to the Russians as compensa- 
tion for their claims to Italian war- 

ships. 

now that the announcement of plans 
for the transfer has been made there 
Is real concern In London over the pos- 
sibility that we might lose even the 
meager assistance we have been getting 
from the Italian fighting forces. 

The French, Yugoslavs and the Greeks 
also are dissatisfied. They repeatedly 
have indicated that they would like to 
have Italian warships to compensate for 
their own naval losses. The French lost 
most of their Mediterranean fleet at 
Toulon when it was scuttled by its 
crews; the Greeks and the Yugoslavs 
lost most of their navies, small as they 
were, in 1941. The Poles have lost most 
of their warships since 1939. 

While these losses did not occur in the 
Mediterranean, the countries involved 
expected some compensation at the 
expense of the Italian navy. The Poles 
have a good claim inasmuch as about 
50,000 Poles are fighting on the Cassino 
front. None of these associates of ours, 
with the possible exception of the 
French, have asked outright for Italian 
warships. But now that we have started 
distributing bonanzas they don’t see why 
their losses should not be replaced from 
a nation which was their enemy for 
a longer time than it was Russia’s 
enemy. 

While the military aspects of the 
"grant” to Russia are important, the 
political repercussions from the an- 
nouncement are regarded in London as 
even more important. 

On the Record Dorothy Thompson 
The Times of London has taken a 

common-sense attitude against the dis- 
memberment of the German Reich after 
victory. Dismemberment inevitably 
would create a most 
virulent new nation- 
alism embracing all 
patriotic Germans 
from the extreme 
left to the extreme 
right, and the Bal- 
kanization of the 
Reich would have 
disastrous results for 
all Europe. 

Nations can be de- 
feated. But they 
cannot be destroyed 
without destroying 
the will of all their 
members, as we must 
have learned from the mistakes of the 
Nazi themselves. 

But, says the Times, “It is unthinkable 
that Germany’s essential Industries and 
systems of power and transportation 
should remain exclusively in German 
hands Germany’s economic capacity 
must be firmly welded Into a European 
system maintained by a backing of 
force." 

We are highly suspicious of this argu- 
ment. If Germany’s essential Industries 
are not to remain exclusively In German 
hands, in whose hands are they to be 
put? If they are to be welded into an 

all-European system, Into what kind of 
a system? They are already welded Into 
an all-European system backed by 
force—the new order. The chief but not 
exclusive stockholders of this new order 
are Germans. Are we to keep It, and 
just remove the Germans? 

Germany’s essential Industries were 
not exclusively in German hands after 
the last war, nor during the entire 
period of German rearmament, and the 
non-German owners collaborated as ac- 

tively or passively with Hitler as did 
the Germans. 

In fact, without non-German colla- 
borators and their powerful connections 
with European industries and chan- 

cellries Hitler could not have rearmed 
at all. 

German industry, thoroughly car- 
telized inside Germany was joined in 
intimate collaboration with French, 
British, and to lesser extent, American. 
Its non-German leaders were the pre- 
Munich appeasers and, on the conti- 
nent, the postdefeat collaborationists. 

Germany had no adequate war poten- 
tial until the Nazis succeeded by the 
conquest of Austria, Czech-Slovakia, 
Norway and France in securing sufficient 
supplies of iron ore. Germany produced 
only 5 per cent of the iron needed even 
for peace purposes, and had little cop- 
per, no nickel, and had to import all 
alloys. Had it not been for the Anglo- 
German clearing agreements made in 
October, 1934, and for the liberal terms 
on which the Nazis were later supplied 
with alloys, ore and oil, Germany could 
not have rearmed even if formally al- 
lowed to do so. 

A large part of the shares of German 
heavy industry belonged to French na- 
tionals. Practically the whole iron and 
steel industry of the Aix la Chapelle 
region and the best iron, coal and steel 
business in Westphalia—the ‘'Gutehoff- 
nungshuette”—were wholly in French 
possession. The French held a large 
part of the shares in the best mining 
companies of Westphalia and the great 
steel trust. 

The iron ore of Austria fell into Ger- 
man hands by British and French con- 
sent. Without the occupation of Czecho- 
slovakia—the most highly armed of the 
small neighbors, with the greatest arms 

industry and the most critical stra- 
tegical position—the war could not have 
begun. The British Runciman com- 
mission opened the way for this. 

Even American firms assisted Ger- 
many to rearm. Large automotive 
works in Germany were of American 
ownership and under political pres- 
sure expanded their works for re-arm- 
ament. 

The German ownership of firms was 
not basic to this war. It was the policy 
of the heavy industries of all Europe 

and of the governments attentive to 
them, that treated Hitler with a re- 

spect withheld from the German Re- 
public. They swallowed the idea of an 
armed Germany as a bulwark against 
Russia and encouraged Hitler in dreams 
of eastward expansion. 

If then, the idea of The Times of 
London is an all-European cartel, with 
part of the German shares transferred 
to non-German owners, and perhaps 
with European governments buying in 
to 51 per cent of the stock, there is 
nothing in the record to indicate that 
this would guarantee peace. It would 
only internationalize the interests that 
in some future might profit by German 
rearmament. 

The first charge on German industry 
should be the reparation of damages 
caused in the countries of Nazi victims, 
by the output of these industries. Their 
shareholders, who have profited by this 
war should win no additional profits 
from the reconstruction. Under such 
circumstances no one will want their 
shares and German industry will clear- 
ly learn that war does not pay. 

A new German democracy must be 
strong enough to dismember the Ger- 
man cartel monopolies that have exer- 
cised so pernicious a political influence 
and strangled economic freedom and 
genuine private enterprise, and a lib- 
erated Europe must be strong enough 
to smash the interlocking trusts that 
have been Hitlers most ardent collab- 
orators. A centralized economic sys- 
tem, maintained by force, with weak 
political governments, means the servi- 
tude of Europe to a supercartel, no 
matter in whose hands the ownership 
may lie, and that servitude would cer- 
tainly have to be maintained by force— 
as the Times realistically recognizes. 

Fortunately the prelude to this war is 
well enough known to the peoples of 
Europe to preclude their acceptance of 
foreign or domestic shareholders as 
arbiters of their destinies. 

Nor do I see American boys main- 
taining that servitude over Europe— 
not for long. 

(Released by tha Ball Syndicate, Inc > 

The Great Game of Politics 
t 

Frank R. Kent 
The most interesting thing about the 

by-election last week in New York City 
was not the continued Republican trenH 
which almost beat the Democratic can- 
didate in an over- 

whelmingly Demo- 
cratic district, but 
the sharp shift of 
the heavy Negro 
vote in two Harlem 
wards. The public 
generally, perhaps, 
has not grasped the 
significance of this, 
but there isn't a 

practical 
in either party who 
missed it. 

It promptly 
brought New York 
Democratic leaders 
to Washington, where they warned Mr. 
Roosevelt’s political advisers that unless 
effective steps to check the trend are 

taken the result easily might be loss of 
the State’s electoral vote. They pointed 
out that these two wards, which on last 
Tuesday went 2 to 1 for the Republican 
candidate, voted 8 to 1 for Mr. Roosevelt 
in 1940 And they further expressed 
the conviction that this shift of the 
Negro vote is national, not local, citing 
a number of recent election figures to 
sustain it. 

The question is whether the undis- 
puted tendency of the Negro voter to 
return to his Republican “home” can be 
halted by Mr. Roosevelt’s candidacy. 
No understanding politician will mini- 
mize the importance of the answer to 
that question. In New York there are 

approximately 250,000 Negro voters: in 
Pennsylvania even more. In New Jer- 
sey, Maryland, Delaware, Missouri, Ken- 
tucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Mich- 
igan the number of Negroes is sufficient 
to give them balance of power in any 
close election. 

There are, thus, 11 States where this 
is true and they are the indispensable 
States with the largest electoral votes. 
In addition, the Negro group is not only 
the largest voting group in the country, 
but it votes more nearly as a unit than 
any other racial, religious of economic 
group. Considering these things, it is not 
hard to understand why the national 
political leaders should be deeply con- 
cerned over the vote in those two Har- 
lem wards. 

It is useful to understand one or two 
other things about the Negro vote. Dis- 
tinctly, it is not a vote which is affected 
by either foreign or domestic issues. It 
is not a vote that concerns itself much 
with anything except the attitude of 
parties and candidates toward its group. 
It measures that attitude by the recog- 
nition it received politically, socially, 
economically. Certainly, it has received 
more recognition along all three lines 
from the Roosevelt administration than 
from any previous one. Democratic or 

Republican. Why, then, it is asked, 
should there now be a diminution in 
Roosevelt ardor upon the part of Negro 
leaders, Negro newspapers and the rank 
and file of the Negro vote? There are 

a number of reasons. 

One is resentment among Negroes 
over alleged segregation and discrimi- 
nation in the armed forces. They have 
looked to Mr. Roosevelt to stop that 
and he has not done so. Another is 
discrimination against Negroes by some 
labor unions and the railroads, which 
Mr. Roosevelt has failed to combat. 
Another is that the Fair Employment 
Practice Commission set up by the 
President under pressure from Negro 
leaders has been almost wholly futile, 
largely through lack of presidential 
support. And, finally, there is the very 
potent fact that the WPA no longer ex- 

ists to hand out relief money to hun- 

dreds of thousands of Negro voters. 
Nor will It come into existence again 
before election. 

Just as among the whites in the South 
there is deep resentment over the “cod- 
dling” of the Negroes by Mr. Roosevelt 
and the social equality gestures of Mrs. 
Roosevelt, unquestionably there is re- 
sentment among the Negro leaders to- 
ward Mr. Roosevelt because, they say, 
he often has failed to accompany words 
with deeds, and doubts of his sincerity 
have been instilled. There is also the 
fact that some of the more powerful of 
the Negro leaders are distinctly friendly 
to one or the other of the two Republi- 
cans most likely to be Mr. Roosevelt's 
opponent this time—Gov. Dewey or Mr. 
Willkie. Toward the first there is reai 
Negro gratitude for bringing about the 
selection of Justice Rivers to the City 
Court bench in New York, the highest 
judicial position ever held by a Negro. 

To Mr. Willkie some very influential 
Negroes feel indebted for the impas- 
sioned plea he made a year or so ago to 
moving picture magnates in Hollywood 
to give the Negro on the screen more 
"human dignity” and stop picturing him 
exclusively as a servant or a laborer. 
Against either of these men, it is as- 
serted. Mr. Roosevelt will not receive 
anything like the percentage of Negro 
votes he got in 1936 or in 1940, which 
has been estimated as high as 90 per 
cent. 

The candidacy of either Willkie or 
Dewey, plus the trend, might easily 
transfer the bulk of the Negro vote back 
to the Republicans. And that, from 
the fourth-term viewpoint, would be 
serious, indeed. For the loss would be 
in the big cities of the big States, with- 
out which election is not possible. Ap- 
preciating these things, it is not sur- 
prising that the New York leaders should 
warn of the danger in the situation. 

Could Turkey Help? Maj. George Fielding Eliot 
Amid all the wishful thinking now 

being done on the subject of Turkey’s 
entry into the war on the Allied side 
it might be well to take stock of the 
actual situation, to 
ask ourselves just 
what we might ex- 

pect from the Turks 
if they did come in. 

Obviously this is 
a case in which po- 
litical strategy must 
be closely co-ordi- 
nated with military 
strategy. If Turkey 
is to become a bel- 
ligerent, her entry 
into the war must 
be so timed as to 
coincide with Allied 
preparations to 
strike a powerful blow at the Aegean 
Islands. This is the first order of busi- 
ness in any offensive in the eastern 
Mediterranean region. We cannot help 
Turkey very much until we have direct 
and uninterrupted access to the ports 
of Smyrna and Istanbul. We can’send 
in munitions through Alexandretta and 
Mersina, but the flow of support neces- 
sary to sustain a large offensive opera- 
tion cannot be handled by those ports 
nor by their long and difficult rail com- 
munications with the Bosphorus. 

An attack on the Aegean Islands 
would be immensely facilitated by the 
use of Turkish territory for air and 
jump-off bases. This is the first and 
greatest help the Turks could give us 
Immediately. The next most Important 
thing they could do for us would be 
to open the Dardanelles to our ship- 
ping, once the Aegean Islands were 
clear of the enemy. This would give 
us a direct sea route to Russia, much 

A 

shorter and of fax greater tonnage ca- 

pacity than any now at our disposal. 
One result of this, aside. from direct 

aid to the Russians, would probably 
be to enable British and American long 
range air power to begin striking from 
Russian bases at industrial and rail- 
way targets in Poland and Eastern Ger- 
many, hitherto immune from bombing 
attack to a considerable extent because 
the Russians have not yet developed 
much long range bombing strength, 
and because under present conditions 
it is not worth while to put too much 
effort into hauling bombs and sup- 
plies into Russia by the long detour 
through the Persian Gulf. 

So far so good. What then? 
Do we expect the Turkish army to 

invade Bulgaria? If so, we must aban- 
don any idea of getting Bulgaria out of 
the war by diplomatic means, and we 
must offset our gain in Turkish troops 
by accounting the Bulgars an active and 
bitter enemy, whereas hitherto they 
have been more or less inactive. This 
is because, whatever else may betide, 
the Bulgars will assuredly fight to the 
last man against a Turkish invasion. 
If no such invasion takes place, it is 
entirely possible that the Bulgars may 
decide to get out of the war by them- 
selves; and it is also possible that it is 
this conclusion which lies behind much 
of the maneuvering and apparent con- 
fusion in Allied-Turkish relations at 
the moment. 

But if Bulgaria is not to be invaded, 
how do we propose to use the Turkish 
army? Obviously, the only way is an 
attack on the German forces in Greece. 
This might be possible; and Turco- 
Greek relations have become so cordial 
ofclate that the Greeks might welcome 
a Turkish army of liberation, especially 
with an Allied guarantee that the liber- 

ators would not become permanent resi- 
dents. No doubt a Turkish thrust into 
Grecian Thrace, backed up by Allied 
airpower pouring from the Aegean and 
by an Allied amphibious descent upon 
Salonika, offers attractive possibilities. 
They can hardly be described, however, 
as decisive possibilities within the imme- 
diate future. At best, we could not hope 
to do more than effect the liberation of 
Greece and to begin to bring more 
effective aid to the Yugoslav Patriot 
forces. 

The situation has changed since the 
days when a strong Allied army was 
available in Africa. Most of that has 
been absorbed in Italy, more certainly 
will be needed for that theatre. Even 
if we gain early successes in the Bal- 
kans, the farther back the Germans are 
driven the more difficult will be the 
going for the attacking force, the 
stronger the German defense. 

Thus a Balkan operation, even with 
the Turks as active allies and even 
supposing that we can effect a quick 
and complete conquest of the Aegean 
Islands, seems under the circumstances 
that now exist to promise no more, 
in the terms of grand strategy, than a 

diversionary effect: Unless the Allied 
high command is willing and able to 
put into the Balkans really powerful 
forces, forces whose use in that area 
would sensibly diminish our chances of 
victory elsewhere. But as a diversion, 
the value of the Balkan attack should 
not be underestimated, because as long 
as we are not putting too much Anglo- 
American power into it, we are divert- 
ing German troops from Russia and 
the west by the use of Turkish troops, 
Yugoslav and Greek partisans, which 
we cannot ourselves use on any other 
front. 

(Copyright, 1*44. M. Y. Trttraa* tat.) 
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