
Allies Hold Airdrome, 
Face Heavy Fighting 
In Los Negros Jungle 
Bj the Associated Pres*. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS. 
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC, Mar. 7.— 
American troops pushed ahead 
Sunday toward Japanese posi- 
tions and inevitable new jungle 
battles to drive the enemy from 
strategic Los Negros Island of 
the Admiralty group in the Bis- 
marck Sea—a military campaign 

; startlingly remindful of the 1942 
Guadalcanal invasion. 

Allied forces had a tight grip on 
Momote airdrome, which they seized 
after their daring landing February 
29, and have defended against fierce 
attacks which cost the Japanese 
3.000 killed and wounded in less 
than a week. 

Their new move puts the Amer- 
icans across a lagoon north of 
Momote airfield and gave them a 
foothold on a 7-mile-long peninsula 
forming the northern neck of Los 
Negros Island. 

Japs Use Artillery. 
This advance, made in the face 

of Japanese artillery fire, was one 
of several offensive actions reported 
In Gen. Douglas MacArthur's com- 
munique. 

By-passing a lot of rough jungle 
along the Northeast New Guinea 
coast, units of the 32d Division made 
an amphibious landing behind Japa- 
nese positions and established them- 
selves 30 miles west of Saidor. This 
puts them in the rear of Japanese 
blocking the road to Madang. The 
Madang area was heavily bombed. 

Hundreds of miles eastward, on 
Bougainville Island in the Solomons, 
Allied planes bombed and strafed 
Japanese concentrations against the 
American perimeter at Empress Au- 
gusta Bay, and artillery pounded the 
Japanese positions. There was 
mounting evidence that the thou- 
sands of Japanese stranded on Bou- 
gainville W'ere massing for some 

desperate and probably suicidal 
thrust at the Empress Augusta Bay 
positions. 

Southeast if Bougainville the 
hopelessly abandoned Japanese on 
Choiseul Island were blasted with 
105 tons of bombs and were strafed 
in a leisurely daylight raid in which 
even slow-moving Catalina patrol 
planes took part. These Japanese, 
gathered on northern Choiseul 
beaches waiting for evacuation 
barges that never arrived, were be- 
lieved largely wiped out. 

Heavy Attack on Rabaul. 
Rabaul, on New Britain, was struck 

with 181 tons of bombs in a midday 
attack. As is now usual, there was 
no enemy aerial interference. 

Gen. MacArthur indicated clearly 
In the communique the importance 
of resumption of the offensive by 
dismounted American cavalrymen 
on Los Negros Island. These troops, 
reinforced since their landing, have 
been subjected to heavy Japanese 
artillery fire, but have had strong 
support from American destroyers 
that stood offshore and shelled 
Japanese gun positions. 

Possession of Momote Airdrome— 
which was seized intact, like Hen- 
derson Field on Guadalcanal in the1 
1942 landing there by marines— 
gives Allied forces a plane base 
from which they can sweep large 
areas of the Bismarck Sea and fur- 
ther isolate Rabaul and other 
southerly enemy bases. 

Marshalls Again Bombed, 
All Planes Return to Base 

PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR- 
TERS. Pearl Harbor, Mar. 7 (/Pi.— 
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz an- 

nounced that Army and Navy bomb- i 
ers laid 35 tons of bombs in three 
Japanese positions in the Marshall 
Islands March 4. The planes met 
antiaircraft fire, but returned home.; 

Not naming the targets. Admiral i 

Nimitz said fires and explosions fol- 
lowed the bombing and strafing of1 
ground installations by planes of the j 
7th Armv Air Force and Fleet Air1 
Wing No. 2. 

The raids were the latest an-1 

nounced of the series which have; 
hampered Japanese activity in the 
Central Pacific in recent weeks. 

Spain Denies lass Report 
Of Secret Nazi Airdromes 
•y the Associated Press. 

MADRID. Mar. 7.—Reports circu- 
lated by Tass, official Russian news 
agency, that the Germans are using 
Spanish territory for air bases, were 
officially denied today by the Span- 
ish Foreign Ministry. 

'A Tass report from Lisbon 
last FYiday said German en- 

gineers have been erecting secret 
air bases for use by the Nazi air 
force on the Spanish coast of the 
Bay of Biscay.) 
A communique issued by the 

Spanish Foreign Ministry today said 
“such secret airdromes do not exist 
on Spanish territory" and no "others 
on Spanish territory have been used 
by belligerent aviators.” 
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West Point Re jected Merrill Five Times 
B? the Aft*oci*ttd Presn. ** 

NORTH WOODSTOCK. N. H.. 
Mar. 7.—Brig. Gen. Frank Merrill. 
39. one of the youngest general line 
officers in the American Army, tried 
five times to enter West Point and 

| was disqualified each time because 
of a minor ailment. 

He made it on the sixth attempt, 
his attractive wife, the former 
Lucy Wright, of Cincinnati, said 

j yesterday during an interview at her 
fFranconia Notch home. 

She told. too. of how he ran away 
and joined the Army Engineers 
after he was informed he could not 
go into West Point from civilian life. 

Mrs. Merrill said a doctor told him 
he had astigmatism. 

"So. he ran away and joined the 
Army,” she explained. "He went to 
Panama and finally worked his way 
up to a sergeancy. Five times he 
tried to get into the Point and each 
time he was rejected. Finally, on 
his sixth time, he made it.” 

Today that same persistent young 
j sergeant is leading the first all- 
American penetration into Burma. 

i Merrill Knows Enemy 
As Former Japan Resident 

ON THE NORTHERN BURMA 
FRONT (Delayed) .—Brig. Gen. 

| Frank Merrill, leader of the first 
all-America Invasion of Burma, who 
was with Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Stil- 
well two years ago when the Japs 
took Burma, agrees with his com- j mander that “we ought to go back 
and retake it.” 

Gen. Merrill, a one-tlmt private, 
knows the Jap warrior class well, 
as a former resident of Japan. 

Gen. Merrill wfas handpicked by 
Gen. Stilwell to lead the expedition 
spearheading the eventual redemp- 
tion of that famous pledge, steeped 
both in humility and determination, 
which the general uttered at the 
end of his long dismal trek, 

j Gen. Merrill is experienced in 
j engineering, cavalry, infantry and 
j special weapons. 

Long before he became a general 
he had thoroughly studied the Jap- 
anese military system while serving 
as a language student officer and 
later as assistant military attache 
in Tokio. 

Gen. Merrill learned to read, write 
and speak Japanese and picked up 
a working knowledge of Chinese and 
dialects which are handy in the 
tribal jungle and uplands. 

He enlisted in the engineers as 
a youngster and was plucked from 
the ranks in Panama to attend West 
Point, from which he was graduated 
in 1929. Thereafter the Army sent 
him through a special course in 
engineering at Massachusetts Tech 
and then to cavalry school at Fort 
Riley 

in ne was attached to the 
Japanese Army on maneuvers, when 
he cultivated many friendships 
among the officers. He now perhaps 
is the foremost American Army 
authority on Japanese military 
thought. 

He especially sought out the 
younger Japanese officers, who are 
those now commanding troops. 

Some of the Japanese, their 
tongues loosened by liquor, told him 
it w-as unfortunate they would have 
to fight America, "because the 
American Government doesn’t un- 
derstand the Japanese position. We 
like Americans, because we feel more 
like you than any one else.” 

Gen. Merrill remained in Japan 
until October, 1941. 

From Japan he went to Manila to 
become intelligence officer to Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur. He was on a 
flying mission to Rangoon at the 
time of the Pearl Harbor attack. 
In Burma he was an observer with 
the British forces and was trans- 
ferred to Gen. Stilwell’s command 
when the latter arrived in Burma 
with the Chinese forces. 

Envoy to Map Latvian Status 
The Latvian Minister, Dr. Alfred 

Bilmanis, will explain his nation’s 
position in the discussions now going 
on between the United States, r in- 
land. Poland and the Baltic states 
during the luncheon meeting of the I 
Lions Club at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow 
in the Mayflower Hotel. 

PLAN BURMA STRATEGY—Lt. Gen. Joseph W. StilWell (left), 
commander in chief of American forces in India, China and 
Burma, is shown here conferring with Brig. Gen. Frank Merrill, 
leader of an all-American unit now advancing in North Burma. 
This photo was made at Gen. Stilwell’s headquarters in New 
Delhi. India. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

U. S. Big Bombers Give Berlin 
Large Doses of Trial by Fire 

By WALTER McCALLUM, 
■tar Staff Correspondent 

AN Stii AIR FORCE BOMBER 
STATION, Mar. 7.—Berlin’s Arma- 
geddon. the first real trial by fire 
of the temper of Germany’s capital, 
is reaching toward new heights as 
the heavy bombers of the 8th Air 
Force take over by day the work 
done by the Royal Air Force at 
night. 

Up to a few days ago the heavies 
of the American Air Force had not 
been over Berlin. They have been 
over twice in the last three days, 
supplementing British Air Force 
bombing by night, as usual. 

The Americans chose specific tar- 
gets. One Flying Fortress, her pilot 
celebrating his birthday anniversary 
over Berlin yesterday, claimed nine 
German figntev planes shot down 
from the large gioup of enemy 
fighters which sought unsuccessfully 
to stop the Americail daylight as- 
sault. 

The Fortress Superstitious Al- 
oysius, piloted by Lt. Mark Cope of 
Two Rivers, Wis.. bagged nine Jer- 
ries. the gunners reported. 

“Big B. as Eerlin is now called 
by the men who man the heavies, 
can look forward, now that the ice 
has been broken by the Americans’ 
day bombing, to the most terrific air 
assault in all history. The big bomb- 
ers, which also included Liberators, 
were accompanied by fighter planes 
to and from the target. 

Staff Sergt. Harold E. Reich, 21, 
of Alexandria, Va„ said: 

“The interphone was humming 
like an old maid’s sewing circle, 
calling off the fighter attacks. Our 
ship was hit eight times by flak 
and a 20-mm. shell smashed a 
wlngtip 

"It was a real show," said Lt. 
James J. Boyd, 25, of Portland, Oreg., 
pilpt of the Fortress Skinny, “with 
all the trimmings and an all-star 
cast. Fighters, flak and everything 
imaginable.’*' 

A hero—one of many—came, out 
of the show over Berlip. He is a 
waist gunner, a staff sergeant of 
Gary, Ind. His ship badly hit by 
flak and with several companions 
wounded, the gunner manned both 
waist guns against enemy opposi- 
tion and continued to man them 
after being hit in the face by a 20- 
mm. shell. The right side of his 
face was shot away, but the badly 
bleeding gunner kept off enemy 
fighters and put out a fire in the 
tail caused by another shell. 
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a living,” commented Staff Sergt. 
Knute Knudsen, 22. of Melvindale, 
Mich. "I got my first T09' when 
they jumped us about- 150 miles 
inside the coast. He made a pass 
at us, and after he had gone through 
my bullets he was afire from wings 
to rudder. The second one got his 
on our way back. He went'down in 
flames.” 

Second Lt. Jerry Selsenstein of 
Richmond Hill, Long Island, a tail 
gunner on My Achin’ Back, said: 

“I've got one satisfaction. An 
ME 109, prowling around looking for 
stragglers, got too close. I man- 
aged to blow his left wing off, so 
that made up for some of the boys 
who did not come back. 

"Big B? Yes, it was pretty badly 
plastered.” 

But the big story is that now 
Berlin has become a guinea pig for 
day bombing by Americans, in ad- 
dition to the night jobs of the Brit- 
ish. It is goina to be an uncom- 
fortable place after a while. 

Relief Corps Will Meet 
The Department of the Potomac 

Woman's Relief Corps, auxiliary to 
the GAR, will meet tomorrow at 
the home of Mr Anna Horn, 146 
Uhland terrace N.E. There will be 
a chicken waffle supper from 5 to 
7 p.m. Sunday at Mrs. Horn's home. 

Congress in Brief 
! Bs the Associetfd Press. 
Senate: 

Routine session. 
Agriculture Subcommittee hears 

Jonathan Daniels, presidential aide. 
Military Affairs Subcommittee 

questions Undersecretary flf War 
Patterson on cost-plus-nxed-fee 
contracts. 

Banking Committee hears Fed- 
eral Trade Commission witness on 
proposal to suspend meat rationing. 

Conferees meet again on soldier- 
vote compromise. 
House: 

Debates $50,000,000 school lunch 
proposal. 

Lea Committee calls Chairman 
James L. Fly in FCC inquiry. 

House Slated to Get 
Resolution Extending 
OPA in Few Days 
By the Associated Press. 

Chairman Spence of the House 
Banking Committee disclosed 

j today that a resolution probably 
will be offered “in a few days" 
to continue the Office of Price 
Administration as now consti- 
tuted, an action almost certain 
to explode into a congressional 
tempest. 

The Price Control Act expires 
June 30. Republicans have de- 
manded action now toward a re- 
shuffle of the agency and several 
members of the Banking Committee. 

; including Democrats, are lining up 
with them. 

Mr. Spence indicated that the 
administration strategy of standing 
pat on its price-control setup had 
just about been settled and he de- 
clared: “Well hold the hand and 
let the Republicans draw the cards.” 

Subsidy Ban Sought. 
Among the Republicans demand- 

ing changes is Representative Wol- 
cott of Michigan who is leading 
a move to: 

(1) Insert in the act a section 
outlawing food subsidies—the ban 
was twice inserted in legislation ex- 
tending the life of the Commodity 
Credit Corp. and President Roose- 
velt twice vetoed the legislation as 
injurious to his anti-inflation pro- 
gram. 

(2) Grant the right of appeal to 
Federal courts for those claiming 
they were damaged by wartime 
price control rules. 

(3) “Spelling out” the OPA's au- 
thority to correct "gross inequities” 
so there will be less latitude for 
the agency. 

There are some Democrats who 
favor such steps. Chairman Smith 
of a House committee investigating 
the acts of Federal agencies, has 
sharply criticized OPA and will start 
hearings next Tuesday looking to- 
ward reorganizing it. 

On this score two Democrats on 
the Banking Committee. Represent- 
atives Folger of North Carolina and 
Sullivan of Navada, declared in a 
statement yesterday that rationing is 
necessary but it should not be “the 
engine of needless opression.” There 
should be some steps, they said, to 
simplify it and prevent "needless 
harassings to the public.” 

The price control issue seethed 
briefly in a flurry on the House 
floor yesterday. Representative Pat- 
man. Democrat, of Texas demand- 
ed to know what revisions the Re- 
publicans planned, but Minority 
Leader Martin made it plain he 
wouldn’t divulge them until the 
Democrats "bring out a bill.” 

Mr. Patman charged the GOP 
with voting for price control before 
but slashing the funds so that prop- 
er enforcement was made impossible. 

Folger, Kefauver to Speak 
“Wartime Problems of the South” 

is to be the subject of a panel dis- 
cussion at 8 o'clock tonight in the 
Archives Building Auditorium, when 
Prpresentatives Folger of North 
Carolina and Kefauver of Tennessee, 
both Democrats, will tell Govern- 
ment employes from Southern States 
about changes in their home States 
caused by the war. The meeting is 
one of a scries in "Home State 
Week" sponsored by the Council of 
State Legislative Clubs. 
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Finns Awaiting Further Word 
From Russia on Peace Terms 
B.t thf Associntfd Prcw. 

STOCKHOLM, Mar. 7.—The 
Finnish government is momen- 

tarily awaiting word from the 
Soviet Russian government on 

Finland’s “reply to Moscow” on 

proposed armistice terms, the 
Aftonbladet's Helsinki corre- 

spondent reported today. 
This report, which was cleared by 

Finnish censorship, was the first 
word direct from Finland tending 
to lend credence to reports that 
Finland had made some sort of ac- 

knowledgment of the Russian terms. 
But particulars of the reply were 

not made known. 
“Usually well-informed persons 

stress that political developments 
now are characterized by increased 
tension.” the correspondent wrote. 
“One therefore is waiting with in- 
creased interest the second phase 
of the Finnish-Russian question. 
That is the Finnish government re- 

ply to Moscow and the expected an- 
swer.” 

The Finnish Parliament is sched- 
uled to meet today, but the Afton- 
bladet report said it was thought 
the government would make no new 
declaration to Parliament. 

However, a special parliamentary 
committee for foreign affairs was 
expected to hear a report from Sir 

Henrik Ramsay, Foreign Minister, 
on political developments. 

LONDON, Mar. 7 M\—Uncon- 
firmed, but apparently reliable, re- 
ports from Stockholm today said 
that the Finnish government was 

expecting Moscow’s answer on the 
Finns’ armistice terms “reply” by- 
tomorrow at the latest. 

At the same time the Helsinki 
correspondent of the Stockholm 
newspaper Dagens Nyheter declared 
that “peace machinery is in move- 
ment among higher officials” in the 
Finnish capital and added: 

"One feels the present phase can 
end at. any movement and that we 
soon can obtain a clear possibility 
of peace.” 

Earlier jidvices from Moscow said 
editorial comment in Pravdg, Official 
organ of the Communist party, in- 
dicated Russia still was willing to 
talk terms with the Finns, al- 
though Finnish press comment on 
the Soviet proposals had inspired 
some misgivings in Moscow con- 
cerning the attitude of the Helsinki 
government. 

Stockholm reports said Dr. Juho 
K. Paaskivi, Finnish statesman who 
helped negotiate the 1940 Russian 
Finnish peace treaty, was ready to 
go at once to Moscow to discuss 
terms, but it was ascertained that 
lie still was in Helsinki last night. 

txcnange 3nip txpected 
In U. S. Early Next Week 
Es th* Associated Press. 

The liner Gripsfiolm, bringing 
several hundred Americans home 
from Germany and occupied 
Europe, is expected to dock at Jer- 
sey City next Tuesday or Wednes- 
day, the State Department an- 
nonuced last night. 

The Gripsholm left Lisbpn at 
midnight Sunday but had to anchor 
for eight hours in the River Tagus 
because of fog, the Department 
said. 

The War Department, meanwhile, 
announced that 35 Army officers 
and men, who have been prisoners 
of war in Germany, are among pas- 
sengers aboard the Gripsholm. Next 
of kin of the individuals being re- 
turned have been notified, and none 
is from the Washington area. 

Sacks Used for Suits 
DECLO, Idahd (/P).—The Slmplot 

Co., which dehydrates potatoes, be- 
lieves in staying in character. Its 
basket ball team wears suits made 
of potato sacks. 
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A. P. War Writer Gets 
Rank in Chinese Army 
Bj th* Associated Press. 

CHUNGKING, Mar. 7.—The hon- 
orary rank of “comrade in arms” of 
one of China's most famous divi- 
sions, the 78th, has been conferred 
on J. Reilly O’Sullivan, Associated 
Press war correspondent, on the eve 
of his departure after 18 months of 
service in the China theater, it was 
announced yesterday. 

The rank and uniform to go with 
it were bestowed on Mr. O’Sullivan 
by Gen. Ho Ylng-chin, war minister, 
in a recent ceremony. Gen. Ho said 
this was the first time such an 
honor had been conferred on a for- 
eigner. Mr. O’Sullivan is now en- 
titled to all courtesies due an officer 
if he visits the 78th Division. 

Rudy Vallee's Bride 
Plans Divorce Suit 

* ; 
Bjr th« AuocitM Pkh, # 

LOS ANGELES. Mar. 7.—Betty- 
Jane Greer says she’ll file «ult lor 
divorce from Coast Guard Lt. Rudy 
Vallee although both declare: "We 
etui love each 
other.” 

After his 19- 
year-old actress 
bride had dis- 
closed here yes- 
terday that they 
separated a few 
days ago. the 
41 year old 
crooner band 
leader added at 
San Diego that 
an amicable un- 
derstanding had 
been reached 
and: 

“We will con- 
tinue to see each other a great deal. 
But marriage seemed unwise at this 
particular time.” 

Miss Greer explained: 
“There’s something about the pos- 

sessiveness of marriage that hasn’t 
worked out with us. We were much 
happier when we were Just going to- 
gether.” 

She said she would not seek ali- 
mony and would return to the stage. 

High-ranking Army and Navy 
officers attended th|Jr wedding in 
Westwood last December 2. L* 
Vallee said then that his bride hsd 
been his “pin-up girl” ever since he 
saw her picture on a magazine 
cover. 

J RECORDS 
f\ COLUMBIA. VICTOR. DECCA 
//\ *nd ■»> ether kind* 

W BALLARD 
V 1340 G St. N.W. NA 0414-15 

[dine] at the Burlington Hotel 
in the Burgundy Room 

ANY EVENING, 6 to S:45 
NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED! 

GOOD FOOD 
AT PRICES THAT MAKE 

AND HOLD FRIENDS! 

Heaeant Environment 

STEAK and CHICKEN 
DINNERS 

DELICIOUSLY PREPARED 
DELIGHTFULLY SERVED! 

COURTEOUS SERVICE 
IN A RELAXING AND 

FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE! 

COFFEE SHOP 
PRIVATE DINING ROOMS 

COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

BURLINGTON 
HOTEL 

1120 VERMONT—District M22 

I t 

(s ^ 

i Clearance! 
I Burberrys Coats j 
V Imported From England | 

These are a group of Burberrys famous 2 
> English Coats, priced for immediate clear* f 
► ance because of broken sixes. We suggest 3 

k >'°u select one now, not only to finish out this 2 
$ season but to have for many years to come. ? 

p Included are Burberrys well known Fleeces, 
£ and fine English and Scotch Overcoatings ... J 
£ greys and browns. Sizes 36 to 46 Regulars; £ 

also Shorts & Longs. Every garment from ~ 

£ our own regular stocks. J 
870 Coats 862.50 5 

| 885 Coats 874.50 2 
l 890 Coats 878.50 ? 

| 855 Stroock Shetland Coats, 847.50 2 
6 ★ J 
\ LEWIS & THOS. SALT? \ 
C 1409 G STREET N.W.“ 5 t EXECUTIVE 3822 I U MOT CONNICTia V I T M ULT.I IIOI INC- J 


