
Army Lieutenant's 
Motive in Slaying 
Three Unexplained 
By the Associated Press. 

RIVERSIDE, Calif., Mar. 7.—A 31- 
year-old second lieutenant, who sud- 
denly and without explanation drew 
his gun, killed three persons and 
wounded five others at an Officers’ 
Club party Sunday night before he 
was shot and critically w’ounded by 
a policeman’s fire, Camp Anza mili- 
tary authorities announced. 

A military board of inquiry is 
seeking to establish the motive. 

Col. Earle R. Sarles, camp com- 
mander, said the officer was Second 
Lt. Beaufort. O. Swancutt of La 
Crosse, Wis. After the Officers’ Club 
shooting Lt. Swancutt later terror- 
ized a section of suburban Arlington, 
where the camp is located, the camp 
commander added. 

The dead: 
Miss Dorothy Douglas, 18, and 

Miss Lourdine Livermore, 18, both of 
Long Beach, Calif. 

Arthur B. Simpson, Riverside po- 
liceman. 

Officer Appeared Rational. 
Critically wounded was Capt. Au- 

brey G. Serfling. 27, of Preston, 
Minn., Lt. Swancutt’s company com- 
mander. shot twice in the abdomen 

Col. Sarles gave this account of 
the shootings: 

Lt. Swancutt and Second Lt. Har- 
ry J. Light of Bridgeport, Pa., were 
seated at a table with Miss Liver- 
more and Miss Douglas, employes of 
the port of embarkation at Los An- 
geles Harbor. Lt. Light said they 
had been chatting amiably and that 
Lt. Swancutt appeared to be fully 
rational. Lt. Swancutt and Miss 
Douglas had been friends for several 
months. 

Suddenly, however, he arose, drew 
a revolver and shot the two girls 
through the chest. Two more bul- 
lets wounded Lt. Light in the hand 
and leg. The girls died at the post 
hospital a few moments later. 
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While other officers sought to dis- 
arm him, Lt. Swancutt fired again, 
wounding Lt. Aldace Minard, 38, of 
Pomona, Calif., in the leg, and 
rushed from the club to the officers’ 
quarters, where he aroused and shot 
Capt. Serfling. Another bullet 
wounded Corpl. Robert Sampson. 

Lt. Swancutt then forced Sergt. 
John E. Roberts to drive him from 
the camp in a staff car. In Arling- 
ton Lt. Swancutt halted the auto- 
mobile of Ray Schlegel, Los Angeles. 
He ordered Mr. Schlegel, his wife, 
Terry, their 8-month-old child, and 
Mr. Schlegel’s cousin, Euel Atchley, 
apprentice seaman, out of the car. 

Police Chief Nestor Brule said two 
of his officers, Mr. Simpson and E. 
P. Cole, arrived at this point, and 
Lt. Swancutt fired, killing Mr. Simp- 
son almost instantly and wounding Mr. Schlegel in the side. Mr. Cole’s 
answering shots struck Lt. Swancutt 
in the stomach, chest and side. Col. 
Sarles said Lt. Swancutt will be 
charged with murder and tried by a 
military court. 

Lt. Swancutt attended officers’ 
training schooP"fft Port Benning, 
Ga., after enlisting in the Armv 
in August, 1942. His brother, Maj. 
Woodrow SwancuttTof the Army Air 
Forces, fprmer intercollegiate box- 
ing champion at the University of 
Wisconsin, was pilot for J^ord Louis 
Mountbatten when the latter visited 
thto couqtry. ..... -r 

D. C. Hfer, Shot Down 
In Thailand, Rejoins Base 

Lt. Geoffce L. White, ]r„ 24, re- 
ported missing in action over Thai- 
land since February 5, has returned 
safely to his base in China, the War 
Department has notified his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. G. L. White, 3851 
Porter street N.W. 

“It happens once in a lifetime,” 
his father, a training specialist with 
the Army Service Forces, said today. 
Details of Lt. White’s escape, to- 
gether with the crew of his Lib- 
erator bomber, through enemy ter- 
ritory have not been released by the' 
War Department. Serving with the 
14th Air Force in the China-Burma- 
India theater, the pilot entered the 
Air Forces in July, 1942. 

Lt. White, a native of Des Moines, 
Iowa, attended the University of 
Richmond before entering the serv- 
ice. He was commissioned at Tur- 
ner Field, Ga., last April. His wife 
lives in Richmond. 

Dr. Kerr Heads De Molay 
KANSAS CITY, Mar. 7 <£»).—Dr. 

William J. Kerr of Portland, Oreg., 
was elected grand master of the Or- 
der of De Molay by the Grand Coun- 
cil yesterday. Dr. Kerr is chancel- 
lor emeritus of higher education in 
Oregon. He succeeds Simon Rubel 
of Corinth, Miss. 

RIVERSIDE, CALIF—OFFICER HELD IN SHOOTING—Lt, 
Beaufort G. Swancutt, 31, of La Crosse, Wis., lies seriously 
wounded in Camp Anza Hospital here after shooting three per- 
sons to death and wounding fiv« others. Lt. Swancutt was shot 
by police. —A: p. Wirephoto. 
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MISS DOROTHY 
DOUGLAS. 

A. B. SIMPSON. 
—A. P. Wirephotos. 

MISS LOURDINE 
LIVERMORE. 
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situation to him about July 9, 1943, 
telling Mr. Daniels he had a letter 
"from my old friend Harry Slat- 
tery.” 

Mr. Daniels said the President 
described it as “a sweet letter” and 
he asked him to look into the situa- 
tion in the agency. 

Mr. Daniels said one of Mr. Slat- 
tery's suggestion in the letter was 
that REA be put in the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. 

Verifies Statement. 
‘‘But at all times he felt it should 

not be under the Department of 
Agriculture, did he not?” asked Mr. 
Beedy. 

“I believe that is correct,” Mr. 
Daniels answered. 

Mr. Daniels told of having con- 
ferred at length with Secretary of 
Agriculture Wickard about the REA. 

“I think the Secretary doubted 
the administrative capacity of Mr. 
Slattery,” Mr. Daniels testified. 

Mr. Daniels’ appearance today at- 
tracted great interest because of the 
principle he raised before the com- 

mittee last week—that as a con- 
fidential aide to the President he 
had no right to reveal publicly mat- 
ters that had been discussed be- 
tween them. 

After a conference with the Presi- 
dent, however, he wrote Chairman 
Smith of the committee last Satur- 
day saying that Mr. Roosevelt was 
willing for him to discuss the REA 
matter and that he would be glad 
to appear. In fact, Mr. Daniels 
added, the President said he was 
willing to testify himself if the com- 
mittee wished. 

At the outset Mr. Daniels made 
an oral statement to the subcom- 
mittee that he believed he was “do- 
ing what was proper under the law" 
when he refused, on his previous ap- 
pearance before the groups February 
28, to answer questions dealing with 
Mr. Slattery. 

"I felt then that I had no right 
to waive the principle that my re- 
lations with the President were con- 
fidential,” he said. “I have no au- 
thority now to waive that principle, 
except that the President had in- 
formed me that in this particular 
matter he has no objection to my 
testifying. But I feel I should say 
that I could not waive the principle 
to which I have referred as a gen- 
eral matter.” 

Norris’ Name Proposed. 
The name of former Senator Nor- 

ris, who helped create the REa while 
In the Senate was brought in when 
Mr. Beedy asked Mr. Daniels if John 
Carson, director of the Washington 
office of the Co-operative League of 
the United States had suggested a 

way out of REA's difficulties through 
ex-Senator Norris. 

Mr. Beedy asked the witness 
whether Mr. Carson had suggested 

Works InternaBr 
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that, if Senator Norris could be per- 
suaded to take the position it would 
be conducive to a better situation 
in the REA. 

Mr. Daniels said, “Mr. Carlson so 
felt.” 

Mr. Slattery testified earlier in 
the investigation that he was called 
to the White House by Mr. Daniels 
and asked to resign, but that he had 
refused to sign a letter to that effect. 

Mr. Wickard also tried to get him 
to quit, Mr. Slattery said. Although 
he did not aim the charge directly 
at Mr. Daniels or Mr. Wickard, 
Mr. Slattery contended that a 

"clique” within REA wanted to oust 
him because he refused to be “used 
for political purposes.” 

Colleges 
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mendous upsurge” in school and 
college enrollment among Negroes 
has emphasized the importance of 
graduate and professional instruc- 
tion. Yet few Negro institutions 
are able to meet this need, he said, 
and recommended that they refrain 
from offering graduate and pro- 
fessional work until able to “assure 
results of acceptable standard.” 

Negro colleges were asked to col- 
lect as much information as possible 
about Negroes and techniques of 
race adjustment, to recognize their 
special responsibility to the minority 
group, and co-operate with other 
community agencies for the pur- 
pose of; 

"(A) Developing minority group 
strategies in attacking interracial 
problems; (B) encouraging civic re- 
sponsibility and participation, and 
(C) removing the stigma of In- 
feriority.” 
fji 41 hours straight; fed Cross 

etabmMe Workers and British vol- 
unteers served coffee, doughnuts, 
cigarettes, candy, etc., to American 
•errteemen arriving at a dock 
“somewhere in England.” 
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British Navy Loses 
Cruiser Penelope, 
Veteran of Malta 
Et the Associated Press. 

LONDON. Mar. 7.—The Admiralty 
announced today the loss of the 
famed cruiser Penelope, which be- 
came known as “HMS Pepperpot” 
after she was scarred by 2,000 shell 
fragment holes in the battle of 
Malta. 

The Penelope was lost with the 
cruiser Spartan and the destroyers 
Janus and Inglefield in the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of the 
Nettuno Bridgehead in Italy, Com- 
mons was informed by A. V. Alex- 
ander, First Lord of the Admiralty. 
Loss of the other vessels was an- 
nounced previously. Five major as- 
sault vessels also were bridgehead 
casualties, Alexander said. 

The Penelope survived 14 days of 
bombing in Malta’s grand harbor 
during the height of the Axis cam- 
paign against the Mediterranean 
island bastion. 

On the way to Gibraltar she un- 
derwent three more days of attack, 
during which 14 torpedoes and 3,000 
tons of bombs were aimed at her 
by German and Italian planes. 

In a 24-day period her own guns 
fired 35.000 five-inch shells, 6,500 
rounds of four-inch shells, 20,000 
two-pounders and 8,000 Oerlikon 
shells. 

From Gibraltar she went to the 
United States by refitting and on 
the way home was attacked six 
times by a total of 20 enemy air- 
craft. The Penelope last was re- 
ported in action on February 2, 
when she bombarded Nazi positions 
at Formia, on the Gulf of Gaeta, 
Italy. 

Jane’s Fighting Ships lists the 
Penelope as a 5,220-ton craft com- 
missioned in 1935 and carrying a 
normal complement of 450 men. 
The ship carried six 6-inch guns in 
addition to lesser armament and 
was equipped with one plane 
launched from a catapult. 

Quinn to Speak Monday 
Henry I. Quinn, Washington 

attorney, will speeak on “Juvenile 
Delinquency” at 8:45 p.m. Monday 
at a meeting of the St. Anthony’s 
parish Holy Name Society in St. 
Anthony’s Hall, Twelfth and Monroe 
streets N.E. 

Fly Charges 'Smear' 
To Former Counsel 
In FCC Inquiry 
By the Associated Press. 

Chairman James L. Fly of the, 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission told a House committee 
today that its former counsel 
had conducted a “star chamber 
smear” inquiry into FCC opera- 
tions, and that he proposed to 
prove that the commission had 
functioned properly and in the 
public interest. • ! 

Mr. Fly went before the Lea 
committee investigating FCC after 
making a vigorous demand that he 
be heard, although the recent resig- 
nation of Eugene L. Garey as com- 
mittee counsel has left the investi- 
gators temporarily without an at- 
torney-examiner. Mr. Garey, whom 
Mr. Fly criticized today, quit his 
post after differing with committee- 
men over procedure. 

Mr. Fly protested that he had 
sought a number of times to be 
heard and asserted that the com- 
mittee had previously called eight 
officials of the FCC only because 
some of their views were in concert 
with Mr. Garey’s. Moreover, he 
said, "they were strictly limited to 
testimony against the commission 
and none of them was the spokes- 
man for the commission.” 

Representative Miller, Republican, 
of Missouri remarked that Mr. Fly 
once had refused to testify and 
Chairman Lea interrupted to say 
that this was not true. 

Before Mr. Fly took the stand Mr. 
Miller and Representative Wiggles- 
worth, Republican, of Massachusetts 
objected to the summoning of the 
FCC chairman as “unusual and un- 
warranted” until the group reap- 
points general counsel and an in- 
vestigating staff. 

Both charged that Mr. Fly had 
insisted on a prompt hearing only 
after Mr. Garey and his aides had 
resigned. Renewing previous alle- 
gations that the administration de- 
sired to “hamstring” the inquiry, 
they said the decision to call Mr. 
Fly now was evidence of “a white- 
wash.” 

Mr. Lea said it had been deter- 
mined to call Mr. Fly before he 
requested it and that he proposed 
“an honest and thorough investi- 
gation.” He asked that critics 
“judge us when we are through.” 

Tailor Turns In $50,000 Clip 
Being Worn as Trinket by Wife 

Says Gem Was Given 
To Him by Jeweler 
Now in Sing Sing 

By the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK, Mar. 7.—The trinket 
that a tailor’s wife casually wore 
on her dress at bridge parties was 
revealed by authorities yesterday as 

a $50,000 diamond clip reported 
missing last March by Paul Flato, 
a society jeweler. 

Robert Rapoport, a tailor who 
returned the gem voluntarily when 
he learned its value, was quoted by 
the district attorney's office as say- 
ing that Flato gave him the clip a 

year ago with the comment: 
“Here is a little trinket for your 

wife.” 
Flato was sentenced to Sing Sing 

Prison last December on charges of 
grand larceny from customers and 
other dealers. Search for the clip 

The $50,000 diamond clip 
is shown beside an ordinary 
house key.—A. P. Wirephoto. 

was intensified after his arrest. 
Rapoport’s story follows: 
Flato gave him the Jewel in con- 

nection with a <196 bill for two suits. 

Man With Big Bankroll Again 
Accused of Looting Newsstands 

Harry Dawson, 65-year-old retired 
real estate man, who lives In the 
1400 block of Park road, thrice con- 
victed of stealing pennies and dimes 
from downtown newsstands while 
his pockets bulged with big bills, to- 
day pleaded not guilty in Municipal 
Court to two new charges of petty 
larceny and demanded a jury trial. 

Dawson was arrested after Robert 
A. Dessez, Second and H streets 
N.W., told police he saw Dawson 
take 15 cents from a newsstand at 
Twelfth and P streets N.W., and 
followed him to another stand a 
block away, where the nattily 
dressed man attempted to snatch 
25 cents from a pile of papers on 
the sidewalk. 

Policeman D. H. Huffman arrested 
Dawson on complaint of Mr. Dessez, 
who said he grabbed the elderly man 
when he took a quarter from the 
stand. 

True to form, police said, Dawson' 
was carrying a roll of large denom- 
ination which totaled $1,331 when 
counted at headquarters. < 

On February 9, Judge Thomas D. 
Quinn imposed a fine of $200 and 
warned Dawson that a repetition 
would result in a Jail sentence. In 
three previous cases in which Daw- 
son has been convicted, police said 
he was carrying more than $1,000. 

Mr. Rapoport presented it to hia 
wife. 

She wore it a few times, but as 
her 17th wedding anniversary ap- 
proached she asked her husband to 
have it converted into a cocktail 
ring. 

He expressed doubt the clip was 
worth the expense of conversion, 
but was surprised when a jeweler 
appraised it at $4,000. 

As a double-check, he took It to 
another Jeweler, who said it was 
worth more than $10,000. Then 
Rapoport consulted a lawyer and 
turhed the clip over to the district 
attorney’s office. 
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• Colorado is famous for its production 
of sugar beets from which thousands of 
tons of sugar are processed. 

Colorado's contribution of farm and in- 
dustrial products, vital to the war effort, 
didn't just happen. It had its beginning 
in pioneer days; in the hearts of men 

who had faith in their country's future 
who tirelessly cultivated the farms, 

worked the mines. They believed that 
the way to achieve security—a better, 
happier life—was to work for it. 

It was that same faith, that same belief, 
in individual enterprise, that built the 
Union Pacific Railroad ... that now pro- 
vides essential transportation for Colo- 
rado's citizens and products. 

Union Pacific is proud to have been the 
first railroad to enter Denver: proud, to- 

day, to be united with Colorado's citizens 
in exerting every effort to win the war 

so that the doctrine of individual enter- 

prise, of equal opportunity for all, may 
endure forever. 

★ Colorado h oho of tho 11 wottorn ttato § torvod 
by tho Union Pacific Railroad. Svbtoquont odvor- 
tmomonti of thk toriot will foatvro othor ttato*. 
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