
Lull Before the Storm 
Home-Front Bickerings Are Expected 
To Disappear When Invasion Begins 

By DAVID LAWRENCE. 
The present period resembles the lull in the year 1940 when 

there was much comment about the fact that the belligerents 
didn’t seem to be moving against one another. Yet when the Nazis 
began “total war” on May 10, 1940, the whole complexion of world 
affairs changed. 

There is a similar lull now, but before the summer months 
have gone by the world will witness 
momentous events. There will be 
plenty of action 
before the sum- 
mer merges into 
autumn. It will 
occur wherever 
the Allies can 

strike most ef- 
fectively and it 
may come in 
more than one 

theater of oper- 
ations in Eu- 

rope, not just in 
the commonly 
envisioned “in- 
vasion.” 

When the war 

enters this defi- 
nite stage and the whole battle for 

Europe becomes intensified, days of 
anxiety may be expected. The 
stakes will be big and the whole 
effort will be on such a huge scale 
that it is probable the mood of the 
American people will be affected. 

What will that mood be in rela- 
tion to national politics? Will it so 

absorb the people that they will be 
impatient about interruptions on the 
radio for long-winded political 
speeches? Will they be interested 
very much in political news at all? 

Events May Be Repeated. 
There is no way of knowing how 

Intense the public mood will be, but 
it is conceivable that the Nation 
may witness a repetition of the 
grave days of early July, 1918, when 
the German push was costing heav- 
ily to both sides and the feeling of 
worry as to whether the break- 
through would occur was such as 

to drive everything else from the 
public mind. 

The “invasion” inevitably will be 
followed by a violent period of land 
warfare, it is not alone the landing 
of huge forces but the continued 
supply of those forces and the 
organization of big armies of mech- 
anized strength that will be watched 
every moment of the day by an 

anxious people. For nearly two 
years now the problems arising from 
an invasion campaign hetve been dis- 
missed and debated and every con- 

ceivable contingency has been 
visualized by the military folks.. 

The Army and Navy and Air 
Forces will have to join in a well- 
co-ordinated campaign, and there is 
every reason to hope that when the 
blows are struck in one part of 
Europe there also will be heavy 
blows struck by the Russians and by 
operations in the Baklans as well as 

in other areas. It is just ordinary 
military sense to try to engage the 
enemy on as many fronts as possible 
so that he will be compelled to dis- 
perse his already weakened air forces 
and so that he will not be able to 
concentrate his armies against the 
invasion movements that may be 
launched in different areas of 
Europe. 

So it seems plausible that Hitler 
will not be given the chance to con- 

centrate his defenses and move his 
forces effectively along interior lines 
which are so much to his advantage. 
The Allied air forces, on the other 
hand, have the biggest job in the 
history of air power to do. They 
must completely demoralize the 
rear lines and communication sys- 
tem of the Nazis and keep them de- 
moralized. They must maintain the 
so-called strategic air bombing on 

Nazi supply depots and factories, 
but there must be a tactical air op- 
eration, too, such as the European 
continent has never before experi- 
enced. 

Examples Offered. 
1116 best examples of tactical 

operations of air forces in conjunc- 
tion with ground troops were those 
in and around Tunis and Bizerte 
and, of course, in the South Pacific, 
where Gen. MacArthur’s flyers and 
the naval and marine air forces 
under Admiral Halsey have never 

failed to synchronize their efforts 
with those of the landing troops. 

When the days are longest, the 
opportunities for an air force are 

best. During the summer months 
the biggest opportunity air power 
has ever had will develop. The Brit- 
ish and American air forces work 
together splendidly. The British 
and American naval units also work 
together very well, and as for ground 
operations, the co-operation of the 
British and American infantry and 
tank units has been excellent. Uni- 
fication of command has been ac- 

complished. The big question mark 
is what the weather will be during 
the first days of the invasion and 
what the aftermath will bring once 

landings have been achieved. 
Anxious months of 1944 are com- 

ing—how soon nobody can tell, but 
when they come all the bickerings 
of today will seem relatively unim- 
portant as the Nation watches with 

bated breath every day the fortunes 
not of one beachhead but of several, 
not of one army but of several, in 
the climax of an offensive that is 
aimed at victory by a maximum 
exertion of our military might. 
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Haskin's 
Answers to 
Questions 

A reader can get the answer to any 
suestion of fact by writing The Eve- 
ning Star Information Bureau. Fred- 
eri- J Hasktn. Director. Washington. 
D C. Please inclose stamp for return 
postage. 

Bf FREDERIC J. HASKlN. 
Q. Is there a word which denotes 

all types of rubber, natural and 
synthetic?—T. F. G. 

A. The term “elastomer” includes 
natural crude rubber, vulcanized 
rubber compounds, reclaimed rubber 
and the synthetics. 

Q. What States do not require a 
premarital examination before the 
issuing of a marriage license?—J. T. 

A. As of January, 1944, 12 States 
were granting marriage licenses 
without premarital examination of 
either party. They were Arizona, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, 
Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico and 
Washington. 

Q. When did the candy bar come 
into everyday use?—M. B. S. 

A. The candy bar became popular 
after the First World War. It had 
been produced for the men in the 
military services as a simple and 
convenient means of nourishment. 

Q. What disease is most common 
to mankind?—S. L. 

A. Dental caries, tooth decay, is 
commonly called the most universal 
disease of man. 

Q. Did Thomas Jefferson ever 
have supervision of patents?—N. 
E. F. 

A. While Secretary of State, Jef- 
ferson was by virtue of his office 
keeper of the records of patents. He 
personally examined every applica- 
tion filed during his term. 

Q. Was the song “Jeannie With 
the Light Brown Hair” written about 
a real person?—E. L. H. 

A. Jeannie, who also appears sev- 
eral times as Jennie, according to 
Dr. Sigmund Spaeth is unquestion- 
ably Jane McDowell, daughter of a 

Pittsburgh physician, who married 
Stephen Collins Foster in July, 1850. 

Q. Who was the first white child 
bom in New York?—D. E. R. 

A. Jean Vigne is believed to have 
been the first male child of Eu- 
ropean parentage to be bom in New 
Netherland. He died in 1691. Sara 
Rapalje, daughter of Joris Jansen 
Rapalje and Catalyntje TOco, who 
was bom at Fort Orange June 7, 
1625, is said to be the first girl bom 
of European parentage in New 
Netherland. 

_ADVERTISEMENT. 

$100 a Month if 
Sick or Injured 

New Policy Costs Only $1 Per 
Month—Has Hospital Benefit***^' 

Pays Up to $1,000 if Kilfdd 
The Postal Life & Casualty 

Insurance Company, 6720 Postal 
Life Bldg., Kansas City 2, Mo., 
has issued a new Sickness, Ac- 
cident and Health Policy. It 
pays up to $100 a month for 
disability from sickness or acci- 
dents, includes hospital bene- 
fits, pays your beneficiary up to 
$1,000 if you are killed. Sold 
without medical examination— 
no agents will call. 

It covers all accidents and all 
sickness from the very first day 
—excepting those specifically 
excluded in the policy. No 
waiting period of 7 to 14 days 
as so many policies require. The 
cost is only $10 per year—or $1 
a month if you prefer. To secure 
full information, simply send 
your full name, address, age, 
occupation and name of your 
beneficiary. Postal—a 17-year- 
old company which has insured 
more than a quarter of a mil- 
lion people—will send you a 
policy for your free inspection. 
Send no money. There is no 
cost or obligation. Write today. 
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Move to Free Banks 
Of Bad Check Liability 
Protested by Bell 

Chairman Randolph of the House 
District Committee yesterday re- 

ceived a protest from Daniel W. Bell, 
Undersecretary of the Treasury, 
against the proposed amendment to 
the District code to make the issuer 
of a fradulently drawn and cashed 
check—the Government or other 
employer—responsible instead of the 
bank honoring the check. 

Referring to the Stitely case, in 
which several Washington banks 
were held liable for cashing checks 
fraudulently drawn against the 
Government on the basis of ficticious 
payrolls, Mr. Bell reported admin- 
istrative practices have been cor- 
rected since that event and that 
further corrective steps are under 
study. 

The biii. recently reported favor- 
ably by a subcommittee headed by 
Representative Lesinski, Democrat, 
of Michigan, is to be considered 
by the District Committee at a ses- 
sion tomorrow morning. The sub- 
committee was persuaded approval 
of the protective legislation would 
facilitate cashing of Government 
pay checks and keep Government 
departments on the alert against 
fraud. 

“A fair way to put it,” said Mr. 
Bell, ‘‘is that both the Government 
and the banks contributed to some 
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degree to the losses incurred In the 
Stitely and similar cases. 

"The Government may not have 
been as careful as it might have 
been in its administrative proctices, 
but neither can it be said that the 
banks were free from fault, 

"The real remedy lies in the hands 
of the parties themselv'es. I under- 
stand the situation which gave rise 
to the Stitely case has been ad- 
ministratively corrected. Futher- 
more. the Bureau of the Budget, 
the Treasury and the General Ac- 
counting Office are engaged in a 

general study of the Government 
payroll procedure with a view to- 
ward improving existing practices. 

"I feel sure the banks and others 
who cash checks in the District 
have been increasingly vigilant in 
properly identifying indorsers. That 
is the proper way to meet the situ- 

j ation." 

District Jewry to Mark 
Festival of Purim 

The festival of Purim, anniver- 
sary of the freeing of the Jewish 
race from Persian domination, will 
be marked by Washington Jewry 

j this week in synagogues and homes. 
The story of the liberation from 

the tyranny of Haman, then Per- 
sian Prime Minister, will be read 
j from the Book of Esther in services 
| tomorrow, the eve of Purim, and on 

j Thursday. 
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WAR AND YOUR WILL . 

TODAY’S conditions emphasize | 
the Importance of: (1) plan- |i 
nlng the administration and || 
transfer of your estate in a | that will involve minimum costs, leaving the 1 

largest possible amount to provide for your family; II 
(2) providing for the use of principal and Income In }f I 
a way that will offset rising living costs and Income I ! 

! taxes; (3) naming an executor and trustee capable 
of conserving your estate In the difficult years ahead, one who will not be 
prevented by service in the armed forces or in civilian war work, by ill health 
or death, from beginning or completing his management of your estate. 

| Union Trust Company of the District of Columbia, collaborating with 
j your attorney, can help you to plan wisely. As executor and trustee, this 

bank will bring broad experience In estate management, efficiency In routine 
matters, group judgment of senior executives in major problems, responsibility 
and continuous availability, to the protection of your estate and the ful- 
fillment of your objectives for your family. Why not discuss this matter 
confidentially, and without obligation, , 

with an officer of the Trust Department? I 
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Buy Defense STAMPS and STAMP Out the Axis 

Tom Girdler reports 

^ to the American People 
rlE MAKERS of 

aircraft of this 

country are meet- 

ing the vast needs 
of our Govern- 

ment for thousands upon thousands of 
planes in a mighty effort which will stand 
long as a historic achievement of industry. 

As the world’s largest producer of planes, 
Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corporation 
is doing its share in this great war job. The 
annual report to stockholders describes 
what the company is doing, and there are 

many facts in that report of interest to 
the general public. Here are some of them: 

The job we are doing 
From the production lines of Consolidated 
Vultee’s plants, eight types of planes rang- 

LIBERATOR 4-«figine bomber 
The giant Liberator hat blasted a name for itself 
all around the world. Armed with 14 heavy machine 

guns, the Liberator can travel 4000 miles, has a 

top speed of over 300 m.p.h. 

ing from Liberator bombers to trainers 
and “Flying Jeeps” flow in ever-increasing 
numbers. 

In 1942, we delivered 53,000,000 pounds 
of airplanes, including spare parts. In 1943, 

LIBERATOR EXPRESS transport 
The cargo-passenger version of the Liberator con 

carry a 10-ton pay load and has broken trans- 

oceanic records hauling military personnel and sup- 

plies to Allied fronts everywhere. 

m e 

we multiplied this almost two and a half 
times—a total of 126,000,000 pounds. And 
all of those planes delivered last year were 

designed and developed by Consolidated 
Vultee. 

How wo did it 
For the most part, this record is a reflection 
of steadily increasing operating efficiency. 
Efficiency in building heavy bombers at 
the San Diego Division has been rated first 
in the nation by the War Production Board. 
This same “know how” is applied to other 
Consolidated Vultee plants with similar 
success. The Nashville plant was rated 

CORONADO patrol bomber 
Truly a Leviathan of the air, the mighty Coronado 
is the largest and most powerful Consolidated 
Vultee plane in U.S. Navy service; con stay aloft 
24 hrs. at a time. 

first among builders of single-engine bomb- 
ers, while the Vultee Field and Stinson 
divisions consistently have led the field in 
building basic and advanced trainers. 

Saving manpower 

Increased efficiency has helped meet the 
manpower shortage. Production has been 
steadily expanded with declining man- 

power requirements for each plane. 

CATALINA patrol bomber 
Long used by the Navy, the Catalina patrol bomber 
is a plane that refuses to grow old. Her adventures 

range from spotting the Bismark to carrying rub- 
ber out of South America. 

For example, with the same direct labor 
required to build one four-engine Liberator 
three years ago, today we build fourteen. 
In December 1941, at the San Diego Divi- 
sion the output per employee was only 47 
pounds; during December 1943, the figure 

was 151 pounds per employee—the highest 
output per man-day in the heavy-bomber 
field, according to the War Production 
Board. 

Saving the taxpayer’s dollar 

Increasing output has resulted in lower 
unit cost. Last year Consolidated Vultee 
saved the government $250,000,000 with 
new operating economies and efficient use 

of manpower. 

VtNOiANCt dive bomber 
The newly perfected diva brake* on the Vengeance 
givo tho pilot* of tho USAAF and tho RAF complete 
control and accuracy when they unload their 2000- 
pound bomb*. 

During the year, close to 50,000 time- 
saving proposals were submitted by em- 

ployees. The adoption of many of these 
employees’ suggestions resulted in savings 
of man-hours equivalent to 10,000 persons 
working 48 hours a week for a full year. 

How 7000 suppliers helped 
The responsibilities of Consolidated Vultee 
in meeting schedules and turning out 

vastly increased production were shared 
with some 7000 material suppliers located 

VALIANT basic trainer 
Hundreds of thousands of pilots in the U.S. Army and 

Navy, RCAF, RAF, and in some South American 

countries, got basic flight training In the sturdy 
Valiants. 

in 42 states. Their continued co-opera- 
tion has been of the greatest benefit. 

Eyes to the future 

Consolidated’s vast industrial organiza- 
tion is concentrating upon the job of pro- 
ducing and developing planes for the war. 

Under construction is a new military 

• 

transport, similar to the Liberator Express 
but with a larger fuselage to provide space 
for more efficient cargo and troop trans- 
portation. 

The Company is now engaged in de^ 
velopment of a new four-engine heavy 
bomber of advanced design. 

RELIANT ... navigational tralnor 
A favorite plana of private Aon In many countriaa 
baforo Mia war, Mia Mall ant It new widely mad for 
imtrumant-Aght instruction and navigational training. 

Work continues on a giant airplane de- 
signed as a transport able to make non- 

stop trips to Europe and return. It is large 
enough to accommodate 400 passengers 
by equipping it with seats like those used 
in military transports, and 200 passengers 
or more in comfort on postwar trans- 
atlantic flights. 

The Stout Research Division at Dear- 
born, Michigan, under the direction of 
William B. Stout, is engaged in several 
experimental projects for military as well 
as commercial application. Research and 
development are being carried on for air- 

SENTINEL "Flying Jaep" 
light, rugged, highly maneuverable, the "Plying 
Jeeps" are the "eyes upstairs" of the ground forces. 
This plane helped make American artillery the most 
deadly accurate in the world. 

planes for private use, not only in the 
form of conventional planes, but also 
in various advanced forms, such as a 

flying automobile, a roadable airplane, 
and a helicopter. 

Our pladga to you 
We know that the war is not yet yon. 
We know that ultimate success on the 
fighting front requires continued all-out 
production on America’s industrial front. 
Of one thing you may be absolutely cer- 

tain: There will be no let-down at Con- 
solidated Vultee until Victory is won! 

Chairman of the Board 
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