
Wickard and Slattery 
May Be Called Again 
In REA Investigation 
By the Associated Press. 

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard 
and Harry E. Slattery, head of the 
Rural Electrification Administration, 
may be recalled for further ques- 

tioning before a 
Senate Agricul- 
ture Subcom- 
mittee as a re- 
sult of Mr 
W i c k a rd's ac- 
tion in quoting 
statements that 
Mr. S 1 a 11 ery’s 
a d m inistration 
of REA had 
been "generally 
lax.” 

Mr. Wickard 
read to the com- 
mittee yester- 
day portions of 

Secretary Wickard. a report by V. 
A. Young, supervising investigator 
for the Agriculture Department, ac- 
cusing Mr. Slattery of a “lack of 
veracity” and “untruthfulness,” and 
asserting that dissension among 
REA officials had resulted. Mr. 
Wickard told the committee the 
Young report “confirmed informa- 
tion which I had obtained from 
other quarters,” 

Carroll L. Beedy, committee coun- 
sel, indicated Mr. Wickard would be 
recalled for additional questioning, 
probably tomorrow, after Senator 
Gillette, Democrat, of Iowa, a com- 
mittee member, said he wanted the 
Secretary to explain why Mr. Slat- 
tery had been retained as head of 
the REA in view of the investiga- 
tor's report. The REA is a bureau in 
the Agriculture Department and 
thus under Mr. Wickard's jurisdic- 
tion. 

Aiken Champions Accused. 
Senator Aiken, Republican, of Ver- 

mont then indicated he would in- 
sist that Mr. Slattery be given a 
chance to reply to the Wickard tes- 
timony. Senator Aiken demanded 
that any one who considered himself 
"wrongfully accused” in the hear- 
ings be given an opportunity to be 
heard in his own defense. 

In addition to investigating Mr. 
Slattery's administration of REA, 
the committee, headed by Senator 
Smith, Democrat, of South Caro- 
lina, is seeking to determine whether 
the agency should be restored to its 
former status as an independent es- 
tablishment. 

The Secretary, reappearing before 
the committee, broke his self-en- 
forced silence on REA affairs be- 
cause, he said, President Roosevelt 
"wishes me to speak without reser- 
vation.” 

Mr. Wickard quoted Mr. Young as 

reporting: 
"In my personal dealings with 

Mr. Slattery numerous instances oc- 
curred wherein it wras found that 
his word could not be relied upon. 
His lack of veracity has likewise 
been mentioned to me by several 
individuals. It is my opinion that 
his untruthfulness cannot be attrib- 
uted to forgetfulness, but in most 
instances to self-interest.” 

Says REA Counsel Complained. 
Mr. Wickard said Vincent D. 

Nicholson, general counsel of REA, 
had come to him (Mr. Wickard) “for 
the express purpose of bringing to 
my attention his feeling that a lack 
of leadership and general lax ad- 
ministration was seriously hamper- 
ing the success of the REA pro- 
gram.” 

Mr. Wickard said he had asked 
Mr. Slattery to resign and accept 
appointment as an REA adviser, but 
that he refused. Mr. Slattery has 
testified that a series of attempts 
were made to induce him to quit, 
and that he believed the move was 
due in part to what he termed his 
refusal to “go along” with a na- 
tional organization of co-operatives 
which Mr. Slattery said was formed 
both for political purposes and to 
deal in materials and insurance with 
REA co-operatives. 

“Testimony has been given before 
this committee to make it appear 
that I or members of my staff 
worked in collusion" with the co-op 
organization, Mr. Wickard said in a 

prepared statement, but added, 
"such testimony is absolutely with- 
out foundation. 

“My conoem relating to the ad- 
ministration of REA far predated!, 
any activity or interest of the na- 

tional association.” 
Foresaw Curtailed Program. ( 

When Senator Gillette asked Mr. : 
Wickard why he had not removed 
Mr. Slattery if he doubted his ad- 
ministrative competence, the cabi- 
net officer replied: 

"Pearl Harbor came along and it j 
was obvious that the REA program j 
would be greatly curtailed, and I 
thought that with the administra- j 
tive load reduced, things might iron 
themselves out.” 

Along with the critical comments, 
Mr. Wickard credited Mr. Slattery 
with having rendered “a great pub- 
lic service” and added, “His long 
years of battling against selfish in- 
terests has given him a knowledge 
and experience few people ever ac- 

quire; no one has ever doubted 
where he stood when the public 
welfare was hanging in the bal- 
ance.” 

Man, 70, With $1,500 
Forgets His Address 

A 70-year-old man with more 
than $1,500 in his pockets was found 
wandering through the halls of the 
Capitol last night, police reported. 

At the first precinct the man told 
police his name was Harry E. Amos, 
but he could not recall where he 
lived, and police could find no 
identification papers in his pockets. 
The man was transferred to Gal- 
linger Hospital for observation. 

ip|| • ESTABLISHED 18fl5 • ggjT 
it 

★TOXIC TREATED 
■ 

9 1 
STORM 

I y 

SASH i; 
Immediate Delivery 

ALL STANDARD SIZES 
NOW IN STOCK 

A? lit 
jCn I 

•^Treated to Resist 
Weather and Rolling 

1 St 

Geo. M. Barker 
1 LUMBER & MILLWORK § 

649-651 N. Y. AVENUE N.W 
1523 7TH, STREET N.W. I 

NATIONAL 1348 mi 
k 

ARMY SERGEANT GETS FIRST TAX REFUND CHECK—Sec- 
retary of the Treasury Motgenthau is shown in his office here 
yesterday as he presented a check for $14, the first of an 
estimated 16,000,000 income tax refund checks, to StafT Sergt. 
Stanley A. Sweet. Shamokin. Pa. —A. P. Photo. 

Winchell Challenges 
Dies to Question Him; 
Hoffman Raps FBI 

The free-for-all verbal battle rag- 
ing between a group of House mem- 
bers and some radio commentators 
reached a new crescendo today 
when Walter Winchell challenged 
Chairman Dies of the Committee 
Investigating Un-American Activ- 
ities to call him here for question- 
ing. 

After an attack on him by Mr. 
Dies in a statement yesterday, Mr. 
Winchell was quoted by the Asso- 
ciated Press in a dispatch from 
Miami Beach as saying: 

“I would be very happy to tell 
these men (Mr. Dies and his asso- 
ciates) to their faces things I have 
not been allowed to tell on the radio 
or in the newspapers. I have re- 
peatedly asked to be brought to 
Washington for questioning.” 

CIO and FBI Assailed. 
In a stormy House session yes- 

terday, not only Mr. Winchell and 
other radio commentators, but also 
the CIO leadership, alleged “Com- 
munists” in Government jobs, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the New Deal generally were singled 
out as targets. 

Representative Hoffman, Repub- 
lican, of Michigan charged in a 
10,000-word speech that there was 
a concerted drive in progress “to 
override our form of government 
and convince our people that 
Franklin D. Roosevelt is the indis- 
pensable man.” 

Those who question this conclu- 
sion, he added, are subject to attack 
by “wolfpack smearers,” among 
whom he named Mr. Winchell— 
calling him a "creator of falsehoods” 
—the New York PM and the Chi- 
cago Sun, both owned by Marshall 
Field; the Luce publications and 
others who he said are “more inter- 
ested in other countries than in 
the welfare of America.” 

Say* CIO “Communist-Inspired.” 
Mr. Hoffman recounted an alleged 

incident in which the FBI investi- 
gated a 17-year-old boy in Michigan 
because he had called a statement 
by Mr. Roosevelt an “untruth,” and 
added that the organization could 
better use its time by exposing “the 
Walter Winchells who do so much 
to stir up disunity, to spread dis- 
sension. create class and racial ha- 
tred, the purpose of which is to de- 
stroy people’s confidence in govern- 
ment.” 

The Michigan member also at- 
tacked the CIO leadership as being 
“Communist-inspired” and “work- 
ing to overthrow the Government 
by force.” 

Meanwhile Representative Dies is- 
sued his statement charging that 
"fully 60 per cent” of the statements 
made by some radio commentators 
can be proved "utterly false.” Mr. 
Dies earlier had said that he re- 

quested the Blue Network to give 
him time on Mr. Winchell’s program 
to answer the commentator’s at- 
tacks and had been denied the op- 
portunity. 

Dies Sees Major Issue. 
“This whole question will be 

brought to a showdown in the near 

future,” Mr. Dies declared, "and in 
my opinion it will develop into a 

major issue.” 
The Dies Committee, he said, may 

subpoena the scrips of radio com- 
mentators for several years back to 
establish the truth or falsity of their 
statements. 

H. V. Kaltenbom, founder and 
former president of the Association 
of Radio News Analysts, said yester- 
day he agreed with Mr. Dies that 
subjects of “unfair personal at- 
tacks” should have a chance to reply. 
But the difficulty, he explained, lay 

OPA Investigating 
Reno-Altoona Trip 
In Private Airplane 
By the Associated Press. 

RENO, Nev., Mar. 14—OPA 
headquarters yesterday' asked 
Paul T. Winter, district OPA 
director at Altoona, Pa., to 
make inquiry into how George 
McGinnis, Reno rancher, made 
a trip there by private plane. 

The Reno Ration Board de- 
nied Mr. McGinnis’ applica- 
tion for 1,050 gallons of special 
gasoline for a trip to New York 
City. 

He appealed, but no action 
had been takfen when word was 

received here that Mr. Mc- 
Ginns’ plane had crash landed 
at the Duncanville Airport, 
near Altoona, March 10. 

The plane, formerly used by 
the Civil Air Patrol, was sold 
to Mr. McGinnis last year and 
bore the CAP insignia. 

in deciding what was unfair and 
establishing what constitutes a fair 
chance of reply. 

As to the charges made against 
commentators in the House, Mr. 
Kaltenbom said he thought these 
men could stand comparison with 
Mr. Dies on “accuracy, judgment, 
taste or sensationalism.” 

Busbey Joins in Attack. 

Representative Busbey, Republic- 
an, of Illinois joined in Mr. Hoff- 
man’s attack on certain Govern- 
ment officials who, he said, were 
trying to “pave the way for totali- 
tarian domination of the United 
States and the European continent.’1 

He also leveled a blast at Louis 
Adamic, the author, a Yugoslav by 
birth, declaring he had been en- 

gaged in a campaign to promote the 
interests of the Soviet Union “above 
all others." Mr. Adamic, the Illi- 
nois member said, had boasted of 
“powerful connections and influ- 
ence in the Office of War Informa- 
tion, the Office of Strategic Serv- 
ices and even the State Depart- 
ment.” 

Mr. Adamic was quoted in an 
Associated Press dispatch from New 
York as saying Mr. Busbey’s charges 
were “pulled out of thin air.” 

“So far as I know,” he said, “I 
have absolutely no influence with 
the Office of Strategic Services, the 
Office of War Information or the 
State Department. It is merely a 
smear by people like Busbey who, 
I suspect, are tied up with the 
Yugoslav Ambassador in Washing- 
ton, Mr. Fotitch, who finds me ob- 
jectionable because I am pro-Tito 
and anti-Yugoslav government in 
exile.” 

Congress in Brief 
By the Associated Press. 
Senate: 

Seeks to dispose of service vote 
bill. 

Commerce subcommittee contin- 
ues work on postwar aviation policy. 

Senate and House conferees meet 
on UNRRA resolution. 
House: 

Routine session. 
Ways and Means Committee con- 

tinues discussion of income tax sim- 
plification. 

Foreign Affairs Committee meets 
to take action on lease-lend exten- 
sion bill. 

Committee investigating execu- 
tive agencies reopens hearings on 
proposed changes in the Price Con- 
trol Act. 

Girl Bagpipers Popular 
Girl bagpipers of Dagenham, 

England, had 1,000 engagements 
last year, 800 for the services. 
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(War Damage to Rome 
Will Be Nazis' Fault, 
Hull Replies to Pope 
By the Associated Press. 

The Allies will spare holy and 
historic places and human lives "to 
the extent humanly possible." but 
if the roads of war lead to Rome, 
the blame will 
be on Germany, 
declares Secre- 
tary of State 
Hull. 

In response to 
an appeal of 
Pope Plus XII 
to Allied and 
German leaders 
to spare Nazi- 
occupied Rome, 
Mr. Hull said 
yesterday that 
German soldiers 
have entrenched 
them selves in 
Italian shrines sectary huh. 
and monuments, and that Allied 
military authorities "are dealing 
primarily with considerations of 
military necessity.” 

The Secretary made no promise to 
spare the capital of Catholicism, but 
he noted that "we are as much in- 
terested as any government or any 
individual in the preservation of re- 

ligious shrines, historic structures 
and human lives.” 

The text of Mr. Hull's statement 
follows: 

“I think we all understand that 
the Allied military authorities in 
Italy are dealing primarily with con- 

siderations of military necessity 
forced on them by the activities and 
attitude of the German military 
forces. 

“Naturally, we are as much inter- 
ested as any government or any in- 
dividual in the preservation of re- 

ligious shrines, historic structures 
and human lives. I am sure that 
our military people have that same 

view. 
“It is my understanding that the 

Allied military authorities are pur- 
suing a policy of avoiding damage 
to such shrines and monuments to 
the extent humanly possible in 
modem warfare and in the circum- 
stances which face them. 

“If the Germans were not en- 
trenched in these places or were 
they as interested as we are in pro- 
tecting religious shrines and monu- 
ments and in preserving the lives 
of innocent civilians and refugees, 
no question would arise.” 

Party Today Marks 
Joan's 11th Birthday 

Joan Langan, central figure in the 
custody battle between her father, 
John Langan, and her mother, Joan 
Manners, is 11 years old today. 

Tomorrow afternoon she will re- 
sume her vigil in the corridors be- 
hind Justice T. Alan Goldsborough’s 
District Court, while her parents 
and their attorneys continue their 
legal fight. But today she will be 
Just an ordinary little girl, having 
a birthday party with a cake and 
presents. 

The party is to be held at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. John 
O’Rourke, where Joan has been 
staying during the litigation. Guests 
will be her father and stepmother, 
Mrs. Florence Langan, and some of 
her sixth-grade schoolmates from 
the Chevy Chase Elementary 
School.. 

Attorneys for Miss Manners are 
under instructions from Justice 
Goldsborough to produce some evi- 
dence of the existence of “John 
Manners,’’ who the former actress 
said is Joan’s real father. Justice 
Goldsborough instructed Miss Man- 
ners’ lawyers to bring in Mr. Man- 
ners tomorrow if possible. 

Joan will be asked to testify be- 
fore the hearing ends, but her story 
probably will be heard by Justice 
Goldsborough in his chambers. 

Arlington to Begin 
Budget Study Tomorrow 

Arlington County Manager Frank 
C. Hanrahan will present the pro- 
posed 1944-45 budget at a special 
meeting of the County Board at 
9 a.m. tomorrow in the boardroom 
at the courthouse. 

A public hearing on the budget 
will be held later before it is adopted. 

Russian Recognition 
Strengthens Regime 
Of King and Badoglio 

Italian Communists 
Continue Efforts for 
'Democratic' Setup 

By the Associated Press. 

NAPLES, Mar. 14.—Russia's 
establishment of diplomatic re- 
lations with Premier Marshal 
Badoglio’s government appears 
to have further strengthened his 
regime, already indorsed by 
Prime Minister Churchill, and 
to have given King Victor Em- 
manuel a firmer hold on his 
throne. 

Italian communist leaders said 
today they would continue to oppose 
the King and Badoglio, and one 
chieftain, Paolo Tedeschi, said that 
if Russia's action improved Badog- 
lio's position, “we shall have to 
strengthen our efforts to obtain a 
really democratic government.” 

(In London it was expected 
that Britain would stand pat—at 
least until the military situation 
improves—continuing her deal- 
ings with the Badoglio govern- 
ment through the Military Con- 
trol Commission and Allied 
Advisory Commission. It was 
anticipated there that the United 
States would adopt a similar 
policy.) 

Allies Kept Informed. 
It was learned that the Badoglio 

government had kept Allied authori- 
ties informed of the negotiations 
with Russia. Badoglio also has 
asked Britain and the United States 
for an exchange of diplomats. 

Tedeschi expressed belief that 
Premier Stalin had no Intention of 
indorsing the King or Badoglio, but 
was merely taking a "rapid real- 
istic step in Soviet foreign policy," 
whereby Russia recognizes diplo- 
matically as well as de facto the 
Italian government which is a co- 
belligerent in the war against 
Germany. 

(Some diplomats In London in- 
terpreted the move as Soviet ap- 
proval and support of the Ital- 
ian leaders, an<J said it might 
speed British and American de- 
cisions as to Italy.) 

(In Washington, however, it 
was understood that the United 
States has been willing for many 
weeks to replace the King with 
a regency, while leaving Badoglio 
in authority until the Allies cap- 
ture Rome. The British, on the 
other hand, have been against 
any change until Rome is taken.) 

Will Exchange Envoys Soon. 
The communique announcing that 

Russia and Italy were exchanging 
representatives said the ambassa- 
dors would be exchanged "without 
delay.” 

The communique was accom- 
panied by a message from Badoglio 
to Stalin declaring that "all the 
Italian people are fully conscious 
of the imposing and victorious Sov- 
iet war effort.” 

An official Italian spokesman said 
resumption of relations with Russia 
represented "the closing of a chap- 
ter and the opening of a new phase 
of Italian international life.” 

Called Proof of Good Will. 
The spokesman asserted that "the 

new Italy,” during the nearly six 
months she has been classed as a co- 
belligerent with the United Nations, 
“has given conclusive proof of her 
good will- her loyalty and her de- 
cided and firm intention of total co- 
operation with the United Nations.” 

A London dispatch said Andrei J. 
Vishinsky, the Soviet member of the 
Interallied Advisory Council on 
Italian Affairs, was expected to be 
named the Russian Ambassador. 
Should Britain also grant recogni- 
tion, the dispatch added, Sir Noel 
Charles, who until recently was Am- 
bassador to Brazil and who was Min- 
ister to Rome before the war, is ex- 
pected to be named Ambassador. 

Jimmy Stewart's Sister Weds 
INDIANA, Pa.. Mar. 14 </P).—Miss 

Mary Wilson Stewart, sister of 
MaJ. James Stewart, the film star, 
was married here last night to Lt. 
Robert M. Perry of New Castle, Pa., 
a chaplain in the Naval Reserve. 
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GIRL SCOUTS GIVE “WORK CHECK” TO PRESIDENT—A 
“check” for the 15,430,000 hours of voluntary public service 
Girl Scouts have contributed since the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor was given to President Roosevelt yesterday in a White 
House ceremony. The three Girl Scouts who made the presen- 
tation in behalf of the 850,000 members of their organization in 

-the Nation are (left to right): Dorothy Clark, 14, of Troop 119 
in the District: Marjorie Black, 14, Baltimore, and Neva New- 
ton, 14, of Troop 1, Alexandria. Made out to “the people of the 
United States,” the check represents the first payment on a 
“promissory note” issued by the Girl Scouts in 1941, in which 
they offered to pay “any required number of hours of service.” 

—A. P. Photo. 

Lovett Quits to Ease 
Congress Pressure on 

Interior Department 
Congressional pressure to force 

the removal of Robert Morss Lovett 
as executive assistant to the Gov- 
ernor of the Virgin Islands over 
the opposition of the administra- 
tion had borne fruit today, the res- 

ignation of the official being an- 
nounced late yesterday at Charlotte 
Amalie, seat of the islands govern- 
ment. 

Accused by the Dies committee of 
affiliation with subversive organiza- 
tions and branded as unfit to hold 
office by the House Appropriations 
Committee, Mr. Lovett, with two 
other former Federal employes sim- 
ilarly placed, is testing the right of 
Congress to interfere with their 
employment. Mr. Lovett said in a 
press statement: 

"It is obvious that with appro- 
priations pending for the next year, 
my presence in the islands, in view 
of the personal hostility of members 
of Congress, is a burden which the 
Department of the Interior cannot 
longer carry.” 

Under an appropriations bill rider, 
Mr. Lovett and Dr. Goodwin B. Wat- 
son and William B. Dodd, jr„ both of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, were denied further pay 
after last November 15 unless they 
were reappointed -by the President 
and confirmed by the Senate, presi- 
dent Roosevelt assailed the pro- 
scription in a message to Congress 
and Secretary Ickes declared that 
“witchhunters” had sent the Amer- 
ican Constitution anfl standards of 
fair play into “eclipse.” 

The three men retained their po- 
sitions without pay in order to make 
a court test of the issue by filing 
suit for the salary attached to the 
office. This action is now pending 
in the Court of Claims. 

Dr. Watson and Mr. Dodd left the 

UMW Files Pay Plan 
With WLB on Basis of 
Take-lt-or-Leave-lf 
By the Associated Press. 

The anthracite wage agreement 
has been submitted to the War 
Labor Board on a take-it-or-leave-it 
basis, a United Mine Workers’ 
spokesman says. ^ 

This determined expression pres- 
aged a possible serious clash, be- 
cause it is known that the WLB 
objects to at least one wage pro- 
vision of the contract. This is the 
clause providing for payment of 37.8 
cents a day to all employes, which is 
a time-and-a-half rate for 15 
minutes’ lunch time which the em- 

ployes are to give to production. 
The WLB’s objection is that con- 
tract miners are paid on a tonnage 
basis, not ah hourly basis, and had 
no lunch time to give to production. 

Saturday, a WLB spokesman said 
Edwin Witte, an alternate public 
member, had been assigned to help 
the miners and the operators nego- 
tiate an agreement within the 
framework of the stabilization policy, 
and that as far as he knew such 
negotiations would be continued. 

A union spokesman yesterday 
acknowledged that both sides had 
met with Mr. Witte, presented the 
agreement to him and answered his 
questions, but the miners are “stand- 
ing pat.’’ 

The UMW contends that In ap- 
proving the Ickes-Lewis agreement 
of November 3, the WLB did not 
specifically veto the 37.8 cents for 
tonnage men, and that it has been 
paid to the workers for more than 
four months. The UMW spokesman 
denied any plans to continue 
negotiations or mediation and said 
the WLB could approve it or take 
the responsibility for rejecting it. 

Communications Commission some 
time ago, it was said there today. 

• 

Executive Arrested 
In $275,984 Theft 
From Chain Stores 
By the Associated Pres«, 

NEW YORK. Mar. 14.-A $6,000- 
a-year executive of a department 
store management firm was under 
arrest today in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, charged in an indictment 
here with the theft of $275,984 from 
stores operated by the company 
throughout the United States. 

The man, Ralph M. Wllby, 39, 
assistant treasurer of the William 
T. Knott Co., Inc., was apprehended 
yesterday by Canadian police on a 
Victoria-Vancouver ferryboat, Dis- 
trict Attorney Frank S. Hogan's of- 
fice announced, and is being held 
for New York authorities. 

Wllby left his New York City 
home for Canada two months ago, 
when an audit of the firm’s books 
was begun, the district attorney’s 
office said. 

He was indicted here February 
25 on 17 counts of grand larceny, 
according to the district attorney’s 
announcement which added that 
total alleged thefts may exceed 
$500,000. 

The district attorney’s office said 
Wilby, using the name Alexander 
Douglas Hume, obtained a job four 
years ago with the Knott Co., 
which operates 15 department stores 
in the Midwest and South. In Sep- 
tember, 1943, he was named assistant 
treasurer. 

He milched the company by es- 
tablishing four fictitious textile 
mills in New Jersey and appro- 
priating money paid by the firm's 
stores to the mills for supposed 
materials, the district attorney’s 
office charged. 

The real Hume, a Canadian Army 
major, has disclaimed any knowl- 
edge of Wilby or how the man 
obtained credentials in his name. 

'Army at War' Exhibit 
Enters Final Week 

The "Army at War” exhibition of 
paintings and drawings at the Na- 
tional Gallery of Art has had the 
best attendance of any war exhibi- 
tion shown at the gallery, offlciale 
announced today as they invited 
the public to view the show during 
its final week. 

Painted by leading American ar- 
tists at Army bases and outposts, 
the work presents a graphic record 
of military life, including the fury 
of battle. The paintings have been 
lent to the Treasury Department 
by the War Department and will be 
sent on a Nation-wide tour when 
the exhibit here closes Sunday. 

Hours are from 10 a m. to 5 pm. 
daily and from 2 to 10 p.m. Sunday. 
More than 100 paintings and 40 
drawings are included. 

Liberty Ship Is Named 
For Capt. J. L. Ackerson 

The memory of a former naval 
officer who was stationed here for 
many years was honored when the 
Liberty ship iames L. Ackerson 
was launched February 29 at the 
St. Johns River Shipbuilding Co. 
yard in Florida. 

Capt. Ackerson was long a mem- 
ber of the Construction Corps of the 
Navy and served with distinction 
In the last war. At the time of 
his death here-in 1930 he was di- 
rector of the Shipping Board’s 
Bureau of Construction, having re- 
signed his commission in the Navy 
to enter that service. 

His widow, a resident of Wash- 
ington, sponsored the new vessel 
which bears her husband’s name. 
The president of the yard, James 
C. Merrill, at the launching, de- 
scribed Capt. Ackerson as "a man 

; who devoted his life to the ad- 
! vancement of American shipping 
land shipbuilding.” 
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