
Weather Forecast 
Fair: low near 28 tonight. Tomorrow 
increasing cloudiness, continued cold. 

Temperatures today—Highest. 39 at 
1:30 p.m.: lowest, 29, at 2:15 a m Yes- 
terday—Highest. 40, at 12:01 a m.; low- 
est. 24, at 3:15 p.m. 
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100,000Axis Occupation Troops 
Seize Major Points in Hungary; 
Encounter Scattered Resistance 

New Government 
Reported Being 
Established 

(Map on Page A-3.) 
*r the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Mar. 21.—More than 
100,000 German and Rumanian 
troops were reported occupying 
Hungary today against the 
growing threat of Russian arm- 
ies only 100 miles from the 
borders of the expanded Balkan 
kingdom. 

Some scattered opposition sprung 
from the occupation, but there was 

nothing to suggest any serious diffi- 
culties for Hitler. Whatever oppo- 
sition there was came after a call 
for resistance vy Hungarian leaders, 
but the Nazis were reported fan- 
ning out and occupying all strategic 
points, especially railroad junctions 
and switching points. 

<Top-flight Hungarian leaders in- 
cluding Admiral Nicholas Horthv. the 
regent, and foreign ministers, were 
believed v ually kidnaped in Ger- 
many, w’hence they had been sum- 

* moned to receive peremptory de- 
mands for all-out military assist- 
ance. 

There were conflicting reports 
about Premier Nicholas Kallav. He 
was variously reported as missing 
in Germany and organizing resist- 
ance in Hungary. 

Several thousand Socialists and 
Liberals were arrested In Budapest. 

New Regime Being Formed. 
Bela Imredl. former Premier and 

Foreign Minister and a Hungarian 
Nazi, was reported establishing a 

government. He was said to have 
convoked Parliament for tomorrow, 
at which time he was expected to 
assume Admiral Horthy’s powers. 

A German Foreign Office spokes- 
man was quoted by the Berlin radio 
as saying ‘‘no detailed discussion of 
the Hungarian problem was pos- 
sible as long as certain phases in 
the development were not yet con- 
cluded.” The German press was 
silent. 

Stockholm dispatches said -there 
were some indications that the 
satellite gateway kingdom to Nazi 
communications in the Balkans 
might become a new area of Parti- 
san activity directed against Ger- 
man transport and military opera- 
tions. One report was that Marshal 
Tito’s Yugoslav Partisans had re- 

cently been in Hungary organizing 
units. 

Troops Hit in Boats. 
The newspaper Tidningen of 

Stockholm said German troops had 
hidden in boats on the Danube near 
Budapest and burst forth to occupy 
strategic points in the capital at a 

given signal. 
Hitler’s main motive in occupy- 

ing Hungary was to bring truth- 
worthy troops into position to 
stop gaps in the Carpathian Moun- 
tains. Another purpose might be to 
try to persuade the Rumanians that 
danger to their Transylvanian ter- 
ritory from the Hungarians had been 
reduced by occupation. 

A reliable, direct report from the 
Balkans said Hungarian troops had 
fought both German and Rumanian 
forces near the southeastern fron- 
tier around Arad. 

Two Rumanian divisions were said 
to have been included in the forces 

-of occupation. 
300 Officers Return. 

It was reported that 300 officers 
who fled to Germany in January to 
avoid a court-martial had returned 
to Hungary. They were reported 
helping Imredi as head of a fifth 
column. The officers were said to 
include Marshal Feketehalm.v, Maj.| 
Gen. Grassy and a Col. Dekak. 

Among those reported slated for 
prominent places in Imredi's gov- 
ernment were Stefan Antal, present 
minister of propaganda and a known 
Nazi admirer; George Attlik. editor 
of Pester Lloyd, and the Fascist 
Arrow-cross leader Szalasy. 

(United States Government 
monitors heard the broadcast of 
a German dispatch saying that 
Dr. Michel Jungerth-Arnothy, 
Hungarian Minister to Bulgaria, 
would leave Sofia for Budapest 
today. It gave no explanation, 
but added that a new Hungarian 
military attache, Lt. Col. Istvan 
Szoeke, had arrived in Sofia. The 
Swiss radio said occupation of 
Hungary by the German Army 
can be considered an established 
fact.) 
Stockholm advices said Hitler had 

lured Admiral Horthy, Foreign 
Minister Jeno von Ghyczy and Gen. 
Franz Szombathelyl, chief of the 
army general staff, to his headquar- 
ters before ordering his troops for- 
ward and was still holding them 
prisoner. 

The London Daily Mail said an 
unidentified radio station had broad- 
cast this mesage from Hungarian 
military authorities: 

"We have suffered our first dead 
In the fight against the invader, our 
lormer ally. The fight must and 
will continue.” 

Nazi Betrayal Charged. 
This apparently was a secret 

Hungarian station, which was 

quoted in Stockholm as telling its 
listeners: 

“The whole Hungarian nation 
must fight against the Germans, 
who deceived the Hungarians and 
bertayed their alliance." 

Hungarian sources in Stockholm 
said the station—named after Louis 
Kossuth, a leader of the revolution 
against the Hapsburgs in 1848— had 
existed lor some time and was re- 

garded as an outlet for the Hun- 
garian military. 

Various neutral reports indicated 
the German occupation came alter 
Premier Kallay refused these de- 
mands by Hitler: 

That Hungary provide troops to 
fill the gaps in the German Army 
caused by the Russian offensives. 

(See HUNGARY, Page A-127) 
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U. S. Ships Trapped by'Bungling' 
Of FCC, House Hearing Told 

Miller Says Two Sailors in Task Force 
Attacked by Japs Will Back Charge 

By the Associates Press. 

Representative Miller, Repub- 
lican, of Missouri said today he 
would produce two sailors who 
would substantiate a story that 
an American task force was 

trapped by the Japanese in 
Alaskan waters “because of the 
bungling” of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 

Mr. Miller's assertion was made at 
resumption of hearings by the Lea 
Committee investigating the FCC as 
he questioned Charles R. Denny, 
chief counsel of the FCC, about the 
task force report. 

Mr. Miller declared that Rear 
Admiral Stanford C. Hooper, former 
Pearl Harbor communications officer, 
had been “silenced by executive 
order,” or he, too, could back up the 
veracity of the report. 

Speaking slowly and in deep tones, 
Mr. Miller declared that "amateurs 

in the Federal Communications 
Commission” had given a naval task 

| fdree wrong information about the 
disposition of a Japanese force off 
Alaska. The United States group, 
he declared, went in the direction 
presumed to be safe and was at- 
tacked. 

“I propose to bring in two sailors 
who were on that task force, one of 
whom w'as disabled as a result of 
the bungling of the amateurs in 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission,” Mr. Miller declared. 

“That is a terrible charge,” Mr. 
Denny cut in, “and we don’t know 
anything about it. If we knew 
when, or where or how this is sup- 
posed to have happened, we might 
run It down. I can prove affirma- 
atively that it isn’t so.” 

“Well, ask Admiral Hooper,” Mr. 
Miller shot back. "He could tell 
you, but he has been silenced by 
executive order and every one 
knows that.” 

27 Jap Ships Sunk, 
22 by Submarines 
And 5 by Flyers 

American Subs Account 
For 15 Vessels, While 
7 Are Bagged by British 

By the Associated Pres*. 
The sinking of at least 27 Jap- 

anese ships was announced to- 
day by Allied headquarters—22 
of them by submarines—as indi- 
cations mounted that one of 
Japan’s by-passed fortresses in 
the Marshall Islands was about 
ready for the final assault. 

American submarines accounted 
for 15 ships in Pacific and Par East 
waters, the Navy announced, bring- 
ing to 642 the number of Japanese 
vessels sunk, probably sunk or dam- 
aged by undersea craft. 

Included in the American sub- 
marines’ toll were 2 transports, 2 
tankers and 11 freighters. 

Jap Convoy Wiped Out. 
Seven ships were sunk and three 

damaged by submarines off Islands 
in the Netherlands Indies, the Brit- 
ish Admiralty said. A large river 
steamer, a smaller vessel of un- 
designated type and a supply ship 
were the only victims specified. 

A five-ship convoy, including two 
transports and three corvettes, got 
within sight of Japan's bomb-bat- 
tered base at Wewak, New Guinea, 
before it was obliterated by more 
than 100 5th Air Force planes in a 
furious four-day battle. 

In the Central Pacific Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz brought in his 
mighty battleship guns to assist 
carrier-based planes soften up Mili 
Atoll, once one of Japan’s strongest 
bases in the Marshalls. 

Continuance of the Mili assault 
was indicated by the fact that Ad- 
miral Nimitz, in announcing the 
combined battleship-carrier plane 
attack last Sunday, lifted for the 
first time in more than a month 
his policy of not designating raid 
targets in the Eastern Marshalls, be- 
cause Allied positions in the West- 
ern and Central Marshalls have cut 
the Japanese communication lines 
and Tokio might not know ail the 
details of the Eastern Marshalls 
condition. 

1,500 Japanese Killed. 
Pilots returning from the Wewak 

convoy battle estimated about 1,500 
Japanese were killed or drowned. 
The convoy apparently was attempt- 
ing to sneak into Wewak with rein- 
forcements. 

While planes poured 113 tons of 
bombs into Wewak's defenses during 
the ninth consecutive daily attack, 
destroyers steamed boldly into We- 
wak s harbor to shell shore installa- 
tions. 

Other planes hit Rabaul, New 
Britain, w-ith 60 tons of fire bombs 
and raided Ponapc, in the Eastern 
Caroline Islands, and other targets 
in the Marshalls. 

American troops on Manus Island 
in the Admiralties continued their 
pursuit of survivors of the Japa- 
nese force driven out of Lorengau, 
the enemy’s headquarters in those 
islands, last Saturday. The in- 
vaders estimated that 2,500 Japa- 
nese were killed in the four-day 
offensive which won Lorengau 
township and airdrome. 

Seamen Visit White House 
To Urge Fourth Term 
Bs the Associated Press. 

Five members of the National 
Maritime Union called at the White 
House today to deliver 400 letters 
from members of the crew of the 
transport John Ericcson, all of 
which, the group announced, urged 
a fourth term for President Roose- 
velt. 

The letters, in diverse languages— 
including Swedish, Spanish, Yiddish, 
Dutch and Greek—were handed to 
Presidential Secretary Edwin M. 
Watson. 

Those who went to the White 
House were Harry Rubin, Brooklyn, 
an engineer; Joseph Santana. New 
York, steward: Patrick Lawrenson. 
seaman, Dublin, Ireland, and Jos- 
eph Sweat. Evansville. Ind„ and 
Hoyt S. Haddock. Fort Worth, Tex., 
both legislative representatives of 
the union. 

[ * 

Mopping Up of Nazis 
Slowed in Cassino; 
Baffle in Fifth Day 

Allies in Hills Near 
Fortress Check Three 
Enemy Counterblows 

By the Associate, press. 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 

Naples, Mar. 21.—New Zealand 
troops of the 5th Army hai'e 
wiped out part of the remaining 
German fortifications on the 
western edge of Cassino, but the 
Nazis have been reinforced and 
a grim struggle continues, Allied 
headquarters announced today. 

Many more German prisoners were 
taken. 

“Fierce fighting continued for the 
fifth day for possession of Cassino 
and vicinity without a decision,” a 
headquarters officer said. “Within 
the ruins of the town the enemy 
succeeded in bringing up reinforce- 
ments Sunday night and mopping 
up has been slow.” 

Dispatches from Cassino said Ger- 
man troops fought their way back 
into the wrecked Continental Hotel 
today, and New Zealanders immedi- 
ately went back to their old task of 
trying to root them out. 

The Nazis apparently moved back 
into the hotel in the darkness of 
early morning. 

The Germans also clung firmly to 
positions on the slopes of Mount 
Cassino, overlooking the town, in- 
cluding the strategic point they re- 
gained in a counterattack Sunday, 
it was announced, and are laying a 
heavy artillery fire on Allied troops 
from these places. 

Hemmed in by these and other 
enemy positions in the vicinity and 
by the Rapido and Gari Rivers, the 
5th Army forces have little room in 
which to maneuver. Only frontal 
attacks are possible, since the Ger- 
man positions cannot be outflanked. 

Counterattacks Repulsed. 
Three enemy counterattacks on 

one ridge on Mount Cassino held by 
the Allies were repulsed and three 
other points remained in 5th Army 
hands despite German attempts to 
take them. 

Desperately needed emergency 
medical and food supplies again 
were dropped to Allied troops cling- 
ing to positions halfway up Monas- 
tery Hill. The supplies were car- 
ried by A-36 Invaders that skimmed 
over the area and dropped 96 para- 
chute bundles successfully. 

These troops had reached a small 
plateau halfway to the German- 
held Benedictine Abbey, but roads to 
their position have been so mutilat- 
ed by shellings that even pack trains 
have been unable to make the as- 
cent. 

On the beachhead British troops 
made two successful raids in force 
on enemy positions near the western 
end of the perimeter, inflicting 
heavy casualties. Sharp patrol 
clashes occurred on the 8th Army 
front. 

In the air Allied medium bombers 
and fighters struck relentlessly at 
enemy port and rail communica- 
tions yesterday and maintained day- 
long dive-bombing attacks on troops 
and gun positions on the beach- 
head and Cassino fronts. 

Fire Halts Airliner's 
Transatlantic Flight 
Bj thp Associated Pres*. 

NEW YORK, Mar. 21.—An Amer- 
ican Export Airlines flying ace was 
forced down in Long island Sound 
off Port Washington. Long Island 
today a few minutes after it left the 
marine terminal at La Guardia Field 
on a trans-Atlantic flight. 

The company said Capt. Charles 
A. Thompson, in charge of the flight 
radioed to the field that a minor 
fire had developed in one of the 
plane's engines and that he planned 
to taxi back to the terminal. 

Members of the crew extinguished 
the fire, tvhich caused only slight 
damage, the company said. The 
number of passengers aboard the 
flying boat could not be determined 
immediately. 

Sextuple Birth Reported 
MANAGUA. Nicaragua, Mar. 21 

</Pi.—Sextuplets, four boys and two 
girls, were reported today to have 
been born to Paula Esquivel in 
Potosi. near Rivas. No confirma- 
tion was available immediately. 

Soviets Smash 
Rumanian Units 
In Bessarabia 

Drive to Within 
50 Miles of Prut 
On Soroki Highway 

B.v the Associated Press. 

MOSCOW, Mar. 21.—The Red 
Army has driven to within 50 
miles of the Rumanian border 
after capturing the highway 
leading westward from Soroki in 
Bessarabia and smashing two 
Rumanian divisions hurled into 
the gap in the Nazi defenses, 
front dispatches said today. 

• Moscow considers the Prut 
River the current Rumanian 
border. The Russians in 1940 
took over Bessarabian areas 
which previously had been part 
of Rumania.) 
The Russians, who have swarmed 

across the Dniester River into Bes- 
sarabia on a 31-mile front, have 
been able to bring tanks and heavy 
artillery across in strength on Ger- 
man pontoons captured in Yampol, 
Maj. Igor Agibalov reported in a field 
dispatch to the army newspaper 
Red Star. 

Dniester Crossings Expanded. 
The dispatch added that the 

Dniester crossings have been ex- 

panded and several more communi- 
ties captured. 

Red Star said German planes 
were attacking the Dniester cross- 
ings, but indicated the Nazis had 
no hope of halting the Soviet ad- 
vance because of the large number 
of bridges thrown across the stream. 

Pressing on from Soroki the 
Soviets got a good grip on the 
highway the dispatch said. 

At the upper end of the Bessa- 
rabian front, the Russians were re- 
ported poised for a new great thrust 
after the capture of Mogilev-Podol- 
ski, major base on the east bank 
of the Dniester, which fell to the 
Red Army Sunday. 

57 Miles From Lwow. 
Far to the north of these opera- 

tions, the 1st Ukrainian Arihy under 
Marshal Gregory Zhukov was only 
57 miles from Lwow, in prewar 
Poland, and within sight of the 
city of Brody. 

It was not clear whether the Rus- 
sians planned to storm Brody or 

bypass it in their advance in Lwow. 

A Russian communique recorded 
in London by the Soviet monitor 
said that in the Novo-Ukrainka 
sector, north of Odessa, the Russians 
overwhelmed two Rumanian trench 
lines and quoted prisoners as saying 
the Germans had shot at least 170 
Rumanians for failing to hold. More 
than 34 localities were taken south 
of Novo-Ukrainka in the drive which 
is pushing the Germans back on 

Odessa, the Russians said. 
The communique said 11 German 

ships, including a transport, were 
sunk by Russian airmen in Crimean 
ports, indicating that the Nazis per- 
haps were trying to evacuate the 
peninsula which has been walled 
off by the Russians for months. 

Only a small number of Germans 
escaped from Vinnitsa, 60 miles 
northeast of Mogilev-Podolski, which 
was taken after one Soviet unit, in 
a surprise thrust across the Bug 
River, entered the town from the 
south, outwitting the Nazis who 
expected the main blow from the 
north, the bulletin declared. Huge 
stores of war material were captured. 

38 Escort Carriers Given 
Britain Under Lease-Lend 
By the Associated Press. 

Secretary of the Navy Knox an- 
nounced today that 38 escort air- 
craft carriers built in the United 
States have been delivered to Great 
Britain under the lease-lend pro- 
gram. 

“This fleet of 38 carriers will be a 
part of the anti-submarine fleet of 
the Allied Nations,” Mr. Knox said 
at a press conference. 

The escort carriers, of approxi- 
mately 10,000 tons displacement 
each, have been one of the most 
potent weapons against U-boats in 
the Atlantic. 

Mr. Knox pointed out that with 
the gift of 38 of the deadly little 
craft to the British, 50 remain in 
operation with the United States 
Fleet. 

3 Cabinet Ministers 
Resign in Paraguay 
F.y the Associated Press. 

ASUNCION. Paraguay, Mar. 21- 
Three members of the cabinet, of 
President Higinio Morinigo—Luis 
Argana, minister of foreign affairs; 
Rogelio Espinoza, finance, and Sig- 
fredo Grossbrown, education—re- 
signed yesterday. 

A communique announcing the 
resignations did not give the cause, 
but said Morinigo hoped to solve the 
cabinet crisis today. 

Late Bulletin 
Red Cross Drive Gains 

Today’s reports in the Red 
Cross campaign sent the total 
of contributions past the 
half-way mark with an ag- 
gregate of 81,374,758, or 51 59 
per cent of the goal. Govern- 
ment and general business 
divisions reported an addi- 
tional 8140,883 today. 
(Earlier Story on Page A-2.) 1 
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Shadow and Substance. 

Mount Vesuvius Lava Destroys 
Two Villages, Menaces Third 

Eruption Worst Since 1872; Army Trucks 
Help in Evacuating 12,000 Inhabitants 

(Eyewitness Story on Page B-8.) 
By the Associated Press. 

NAPLES, Mar. 21.—A great 
stream of hot lava poured out 
of the crater of Mount Vesuvius 
at a speed of 40 miles an hour 
at noon today without signs of 
subsiding, and the molten river 
licked at a third village on the 
northwest slopes after destroy- 
ing two. 

After burying most of San Sebas- 
tiano and Massa di Somma, the lava 
stream, 30 feet high and 200 yards 
wide, swept on toward Cercola, be- 
low San Sebastiano. Its pace 
slowed as it wound down the moun- 
tain. 

Although propelled from the 
crater at tremendous speed, the 
river of lava slowed to a crawl as 
it flowed and cooled. It was run- 
ning 5 to 10 feet per minute at its 
point of advance. 

The 5,000 inhabitants of Cercola 
were hurriedly evacuated as the 
white-hot rock flowed to within 150 
feet of its town hall. American 
Army trucks completed evacuation 
of the 7,000 inhabitants of the other 
two villages during the night. No 
casualties were reported. 

The eruption, the worst since 1872, 
caused great property loss, not only 
from the burial of the towns, but 
also from destruction of orchards 
and vineyards. 

A food dump for refugees was set 
up in the village of Pollena by Lt. 
Col. James L. Kincaid of New York 

City, Allied administrative chief for 
Naples. Bread and soup were dis- 
tributed to various villages where 
the refugees found shelter. Medical 
supplies were made ready for deliv- 
ery to any spot on short notice. 

Col.„Kincaid remained on the vol- 
cano’s slopes directing rescue work 
after Lt. Col. Charles Poletti of New 
York, regional commissioner for 
the Allied Military Government in 
Naples, returned from all-night duty 
at the scene. 

Evacuation of the villages was car- 
ried out expeditiously, although 
many of the Italian villagers were 
reluctant to leave their homes un- 
til the scorching lava was at the 
door. 

Capt. Arthur Carter, former May- 
or of Amsterdam. N. Y„ administra- 
tive officer in charge of the Ve- 
suvius region, assisted in the work. 
Capt. John N. Lummus of Miami, 
Fla., from Col. Kincaid's office in 
Naples, rushed out supplies as re- 
quests came from the scene. 

The evacuation was begun at 4 
pm. yesterday as the lava reached 
a point less than a half mile from 
San Sebastiano. 

The famed volcano, which wiped 
out Pompeii in the days of ancient 
Rome, killing possibly 2,000 persons, 
began erupting Saturday afternoon. 
About 100 feet of a scenic railway 
winding around the mountain was 
quickly engulfed as three distinct 
rivers of lava moved downward. 
Only the flow on the northwestern 
slope threatened any damage. 

'Rocket Coast' Area 
Of France Raided by 
U. S. Liberators 

Little Ground Fire 
And No Nazi Fighter 
Opposition Encountered 

By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Mar. 21.—Britain- 
based American Liberators 
heavily bombarded the Pas-de- 
Calais “rocket coast” area across 
the Channel today. It was the 
second heavy attack on that 
sector in three days. 

The Liberator force, apparently 
not large, took advantage of a solid 
overcast to thwart antiaircraft op- 
position that had been heavy last 
Saturday, and the first bombers 
back today reported little ground 
fire and no Nazi fighters. 

RAF Hits South France. 
RAP heavy bombers in small force 

struck the Angouleme explosive 
works in Southern France last night 
in a continuing campaign against 
specialized factories, while Mos- 
quito planes bombed Western Ger- 
many for the 11th straight night. 

German resistance was negligible 
and not a plane was lost. Angou- 
leme is 60 miles northeast of Bor- 
deaux. 

It was the second blow against an 

explosives works in three nights. 
Six-ton “factory busters" were 

dropped on a plant at Bergerac, in 
the same area, Saturday night. 

Other objectives hit in this spe- 
cialized campaign have been the 
Michelin rubber factory in South- 
ern France, struck March 10. and a 

precision instrument plant at Hen- 
gelo, Holland, hit by Mosquito 
bombers by daylight Saturday. 

Frankfurt Area Raided. 
American Flying Fortresses and 

Liberators, described by a United 
States Strategic Air Force an- 
nouncement as in "medium sized" 
force, attacked military targets in 
the Frankfurt area of Germany 
yesterday as the high light of a 

day that saw between 1,600 and 
2,100 Allied planes cross the Channel. 

A United States communique last 
night said six American bombers 
and eight escorting fighters failed 
to return from the 400-mile round 
trip to the German industrial city. 
Few enemy aircraft were encount- 
ered. 

The OWI said the Stockholm 
newspaper Morgon Tidningen had 
printed an article even before yes- 
terday’s American attack calling 
Frankfurt the "worst bombed’’ city 
in Germany, ranking it ahead of 
Hamburg in that respect and de- 
claring its population would be 
evacuated. 

$50,313,000 Fund 
For School Lunches 
Stricken From Bill 

House Committee Also 
Omits FSA Appropriation 
In Agriculture Measure 

Bj the Associated Press. 
The House Appropriations Com- 

mittee today refused to recom- 
mend inclusion of $50,000,000 for 
operation of the school lunch 
program in the $567,995,779 Ag- 
riculture Department supply bill 
for the fiscal year starting July 
1. The fund was “not author- 
ized by law,” it said. 

Elimination of the school lunch 
item, which the House only recently 
refused to sanction, and refusal to 
provide funds for the Farm Security 
Administration and for revival of 
the crop insurance program, high- 
lighted the bill, which the commit- 
tee cut $93,520,737 below budget esti- 
mates. 

The budget for the coming year 
had included an estimate of $50,- 
000,000 for continuance of the school 
lunch program, with the under- 
standing it would be financed, as in 
the past, from the permanent ap- 
propriation for exportation and 
domestic consumption of agricul- 
tural commodities. 

Reorganization Cited. 
In rejecting the FSA item, the 

committee pointed out that legisla- 
tion for reorganization of the 
agency's functions is pending in the 
House and until it is disposed of it 
would not be appropriate to include 
funds in the appropriation bill. The 
budget included $28,500,000 for ad- 
ministration of FSA and an author- 
ization of $97,500,000 of Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corp. funds for loans, 
grants and rural rehabilitation. 

The committee also turned down 
proposals for expansion and con- 
tinuance of the department's emer- 

gency rubber project and for revival 
of the crop insurance program. 

The rubber project, which centered 
around development of guayule as 
a source of supply, "will not achieve 
results in time to be of material 
advantage to the war effort." the 
committee said, and should be 
dropped until after the war. To 
cover the cost of progressive and 
final liquidation of the project dur- 
ing the next fiscal year, the com- 
mittee reappropriated $3,952,585 of 
available balances. 

Inquiry Slated. 
The action came as a five-member 

House Agriculture Subcommittee 
was preparing to start for California 
and Texas to make a complete in- 
f See APPROPRIATIONS, Page A-3) 

Committee Reverses 
Stand, Refuses to 
0. K. Cemetery Bill 

Action Follows Protests 
That Expansion Would 
Peril Land Values 

The House Military Affairs 
Committee today refused to re- 
port out a Senate-sponsored bill 
providing for Federal acquisition 
of 118 acres qf Federal and pri- 
vate land to expand Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

The committee, meeting in ex- 
ecutive session, thus reversed its 
former decision. It acted after hear- 
ing Representative Smith, Demo- 
crat, of Virginia; the Arlington 
County board and various Arling- 
ton leaders express vigorous opposi- 
tion to the proopsed Federal pur- 
chase. 

Of the 118 acres under considera- 
tion 81 are privately owned. The 
land lies between Lee and Wash- 
ington boulevards. 

Mr. Smith registered his protest 
after the Arlington County Board 
and the Chamber of Commerce had 
declared there was no need for 
taking the land. They also con- 
tended the threat of Federal acqui- 
sition had lowered property values 
and that part of the land made up 
one of the county’s most poten- 
tially valuable areas. 

Officials of the Park and Planning Commission had argued that taking 
the land would not mean eviction of 
any families until after the war and 
that only undeveloped land would 
be acquired immediately after the 
bill's passage. 

The proposed legislation, besides 
providing additional burial ground, 
would have protected the cemetery from encroachment by private spec- 
ulators. 

It would authorize the Secretaries 
of War and Navy to transfer to the 
cemetery several tracts of Govern- 
ment land from time to time after 
the war, as additional grounds might 
be needed. 

These lands include the area now 
occupied by Arlington Farms dor- 
mitories, an 86-acre cantonment 
south of Arlington Farms, and the 
plot on which the Marine Corps 
Womens Reserve barracks are lo- 
cated. 

State Department Denies 
It May Deal With Vichy 
By the Associated Press. 

The State Department described 
today as “false on their face” re- 

ports from Algiers suggesting that 
the United States might d$al with 
Vichy officials when Allied armies 
begin the liberation of France. 

At the same time, it was learned 
at the department that the French 
Committee of National Liberation, 
which has its headquarters at Al- 
giers, was informed officially in 
writing last January that the Unit- 
ed States had no intention of hav- 
ing any dealings or relations with 
the Vichy regime, except for the 
purpose of abolishing it. 

The committee was further in- 
formed. and today’s statement here 
reaffirmed the point, that the United 
States would not deal with any in- 
divual in France known to have 
"wilfully” collaborated with the 
enemy. 

The department asserted that the 
reports coming from Algiers in the 
last few days are “evidently in- 
spired. endeavoring to create the 
impression that this Government, 
upon the liberation of France, in- 
tends to deal with the Vichy regime 
or with certain individuals directly 
or indirectly supporting the policy of 
collaboration with Germany.” 

Head Cold Causes President 
To Cancel Press Meeting 

A head cold confined President 
Roosevelt to the White House today 
and caused him to cancel this after- 
noon's press conference. The Chief 
Executive has no temperature, 
Stephen T. Early, press secretary, 
declared. 

Mr. Early said that Vice Admiral 
Ross T. Mclntire, the President’s 
personal physician, gave him a 
treatment this morning and advised 
him to stay inside and see no one. 
The President also remained away 
from his office yesterday. 

The President was confined with 
an attack of influenza for about two 
weeks earlier this year. 

Stassen Willing 
To Accept GOP 
Nomination 

Letter to Knox Says 
He Will Not Seek 
Designation, However 

THREAT OF THIRD PARTY hint- 
ed by Willkie in Wisconsin. A-J 

By the Associate*: Press. 

Lt. Comdr. Harold E. Strassen, 
former Republican Governor of 
Minnesota, advised Secretary of 
the Navy Knox today that he 
will not seek the Republican 
presidential nomination, but will 
accept it if offered. 

Comdr. Stassen disclosed his stand 
in a letter addressed to Mr. Knox, 
who read it at his press conference. 

The former Governor, who is flag 
secretary on the staff of Admiral 
William F. Halsey, jr„ commander 
of the South Pacific forces, said nu- 
merous questions were being asked 
of him “as to my attitude toward 
the current inclusion of my name in 
the presidential nomination discus- 
sion." Mr. Knox interpolated in the 
quotation that “this ia Stasaen's 
statement." 
“I do not seek and will do nothing 

personally to secure the nomination. 
If, notwithstanding this position, I 
were to be nominated, I would con- 
sider it to be my plain duty to ac- 
cept, and would do so. requesting in- 
active duty for a sufficient time to 
discuss with the people the issues 
and problems of the future." 

Name Offered in Primaries. 
A convention delegate slate 

pledged to Comdr. Stassen has been 
entered in the April 4 Wisconsin pri- 
mary, and his name will go before 
Nebraska voters in a preferential 
primary a week later. He was in- 
dorsed last November by the Minne- 
sota Republican State Central Com- 
mittee as a “favorite son” candidate 
for President. 

Comdr. Stassen's campaign thus 
far has been carried on by friends 
and supporters, including Senator 
Ball, Republican, of Minnesota and 
Gov. Edward J. Thye, who succeeded 
Comdr. Stassen as Governor of Min- 
nesota when the latter entered the 
Navy. 

The text of Comdr. Stassen’s let- 
ter follows: 

“In recent weeks there have been 
a number of questions by represent- 
atives of the press in the South 
Pacific as to my attitude toward the 
current inclusion of my name in toe 
presidential nomination discussions. 

"The same questions have been 
raised in the public press on toe 
mainland, accompanied by an in- 
creasing amount of conjecture and 
speculation and attempts at inter- 
pretation and misinterpretation. 

“I have therefore concluded that 
it is desirable and in the best in- 
terest of my naval service that 
my position be clearly, concisely, 
promptly and publicly stated. 

Will Not Discuss Issues. 
“In reply to the questions that 

are being asked as to my attitude 
toward the current inclusion of my 
name in the presidential nomination 
discussions I will frankly and di- 
rectly state my position: 

“I do not seek and will do nothing 
personally to secure the nomination. 

“If notwithstanding this position 
I were to be nominated, I would 
consider it to be my plain duty to 
accept and would do so, requesting 
inactive duty for a sufficient time 
to discuss with the people the is- 
sues and problems of the future. 

“I wish to make it equally clear, 
that I will make no statement on 
political issues while on active duty; 
that I do not wish any publicity of 
my activities in the Navy to be used 
in a political manner, and that no 
one is authorized to make personal 
commitments on my behalf. 

“I will continue to carry out to 
the best of my ability those naval 
duties assigned to me.” 

Stassen's Statement 
Encourages Backers 

ST. PAUL. Minn.. Mar. 21 UP).— 
Minnesota leaders of the campaign 
to win the Republican presidential 
nomination for Lt. Comdr. Harold 
E. Stassen received with considera- 
ble enthusiasm today his statement 
that he would not seek the nomina- 
tion but would accept it if offered. 

Four of the State's 25 delegates to 
the Republican National Conven- 
tion already have been chosen. Two 
of them were instructed to vote for 
the former Governor and two oth- 
ers, while uninstructed, have indi- 
cated they, too, will vote for him 
as long as he has a chance to win. 

Stassen supporters also announced 
that a survey showed that all but 
one or two of the 87 Republican 
county conventions held in the 
State over the week end had in- 
dorsed Comdr. Stassen for the nom- 
ination. 

11-Day Easter Rest 
To Be Taken by House 

Senate May Follow Suit 
March 31 to April 11 

By the Associate-! Press. 

Speaker Rayburn said today that 
the House, after the strain of such 
battles as the tax bill veto, service- 
men voting issue and subsidies, will 
take an 11-day rest over Easter— 
from March 31 to April 11. 

There was some talk that the Sen- 
ate probably will follow suit. 

Mr. Rayburn said he was not cer- 
tain yet whether there would be a 

recess or whether the House would 
meet every three days under an 

agreement not to take up any con- 
troversial legislation during the 
Easter holiday. 

Stirbey Terms Denied 
LONDON, Mar. 21 (>PV—A Tass 

report broadcast last night from 
Moscow and recorded by the Soviet 
monitor said no Russian armistice 
conditions had been handed to 
Prince Barbu Stirbey, reputed peace 
envoy to Cairo, "or any other Ru- 
manian representative." 

A 


