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Hungary and a Crisis 
The news from Hungary is not 

only quite in keeping with the 
character of the Nazis but flows 
naturally, almost inevitably, from 
the smashihg successes of the Rus- 
sians on the eastern front. That 
Hitler is no longer able to hold this 
front, is as plain as the power of 
the Red Army. The consequences 
are more than military; they are 

profoundly significant in the polit- 
ical, sense as well. 

What the Nazis are faced with is 
the problem of building a new front 
behind the vanishing front in Russia. 
But if they are to do this, they must 
have the support of their reluctant 
satellites, or they must take desper- 
ate measures to hold those satellites 
in line. What is happening in Hun- 
gary is the most striking symptom so 
far of the supreme military and po- 
litical crisis developing for Hitler as a 
result of the over-all deterioration of 
his position in the war, particularly 
as a result of the Red Army’s enor- 

mous gains—gains which have al- 
ready placed the Russians deep in 
old Poland and across the Dniester 
in Rumania, not far from the Hun- 

garian border. 
The reports say that the Nazis 

have taken over Hungary because 
the Horthy government was prepar- 
ing to sue for peace. The explana- 
tion is a plausible one. Finland 
had tentatively sought peace, and 
there is every reason to believe that 
Rumania and Bulgaria have as well. 
But it «was not necessary for Hitler 
to move into these three countries, 
since his troops are already there 
and presumably have the situation 
as well in hand as can be expected. 
Until this week’s developments, how- 
ever, Hungary—perhaps the most 
reluctant of all the reluctant satel- 
lites of the Nazis—was merely a 

transit point for the Germans and 
not a German armed camp, not a 

complete prisoner of Berlin. 
It is typical of the Nazis that they 

refuse to acknowledge any of their 
satellites as free agents. Sovereign 
Finland, sovereign Bulgaria, sover- 

eign Rumania, sovereign Hungary 
are no more sovereign than Bavaria. 
Like sovereign Italy, if they wish to 
get out of the war, they can only 
wish; or if they have the courage 
to break with Hitler, then they must 
be ready to feel the violence of Hit- 
ler’s lash upon their backs. This is 
the nature of the German ally who 
is not so much an ally as a jailer and 
tormentor. Hungary, in the circum- 
stances, must wait to be liberated 
by the very force it once warred 
against. Meanwhile, its present 
situation spectacularly illuminates 
not only the difficulties of the 
satellites but also the desperate 
straits of the Nazis. 

Equitable Responsibility 
A bank which cashes a forged 

check is plainly liable for its mis- 
take. But is it fair to hold equally 
liable the bank which cashes checks 
issued by a duly authorized Gov- 
ernment disbursing officer to ficti- 
tious employes on a padded payroll? 
Is the bank, or the Government, 
responsible for the successful per- 
petration of the fraud? 

Under the law, as interpreted by 
the courts, the banks are liable. 
Washington bankers are seeking to 
have the law amended, to relieve 
them of an ever-present liability. 
The suggestion for this course was 

made by Chief Justice Groner in 
the United States Court of Appeals 
for the District in deciding against 
the banks in the notorious Stitely 
case. 

“In the light of present-day con- 

ditions in the District of Columbia,” 
he wrote, “with its thousands of 
Government employes, brought here 
from every section of the country, 
generally unknown outside the im- 
mediate environment of their em- 

ployment, and most of whose pay 
checks circulate virtually on the 
basis of currency, there is much to 
be said for the passage (of such 
an amendment) but if the change 
be made, it must be made by Con- 
gress and not by the courts.” 

A bill amending the District Code 
is now before the House District 
Committee. Conditions peculiar to 
Washington entitle it to careful 
study. More than six million 
Government payroll checks are 

cleared annually through Washing- 
ton banks, issuing through a great 
number of Government agents. 
A large number of checks are cashed 
by customers of the banks and de- 
posited by them with the banks, 
which guarantee indorsements 
without ever passing on the identi- 
fication of the payees. As shown in 
previous cases, a crooked disbursing 
officer can defraud the Government 
year after year without detection. 
But when he is detected, under ex- 

isting law, the banks hold the bag. 
Spokesmen for Government agen- 

r- 

cies oppose the bill, generally on the 
ground that it is to the Govern- 
ment's interest that liability re- 

mains where it is—with the banks. 
In Washington, however, it would 
seem that the Government’s own 

practice of paying by check would 
carry with it a collateral obligation 
to assure the honesty of its own 

agents who prepare vouchers or is- 
sue checks. Insistence by banks on 

identifying each payee presenting 
Government checks would impose an 
obvious hardship on Government 
employes, yet without such insist- 
ence the banks, rather than the Gov- 
ernment, are apt to be victimized by 
crooked, yet accredited, Government 
agents. 

French Purge Begins 
The announcement that Pierre 

Pucheu, former minister of interior 
in the Vichy government, has been 
exeauted by order of a military court 
under the jurisdiction of the French 
Committee of National Liberation is 
not calculated to enhance the pres- 
tige of General de Gaulle in the 
eyes of the American people. 

Pucheu went to his death bravely, 
professing his innocence. But the 
question of this man’s guilt or inno- 
cence is of less immediate concern 
than the quality of justice meted 
out to him by the French military 
court. It will be a long time before 
the world knows whether Pucheu 
was a traitor to France, for con- 
clusive evidence pro or c'on simply 
is not available at this time. The 
paucity of evidence, however, did 
not deter the French from adjudg- 
ing him guilty, imposing the death 
sentence and carrying it into exe- 
cution. 

When Pucheu was taken into cus- 
tody last August it was charged that 
he had given the Germans a list of 
50 hostages who were shot in reprisal 
for the killing of a German officer. 
This accusation was repeated at the 
trial, which began March 6, but the 
prosecution witnesses, when proof 
was demanded, admitted their testi- 
mony was a product of inference 
and conjecture. General Henri Gi- 
raud then appeared as a defense 
witness, urging that the trial be 
postponed because “proofs are lack- 
ing in North Africa.” He asserted, 
however, that Pucheu had sought to 
persuade Marshal Petain to abandon 
his policy of collaboration with the 
Axis. 

In the face of this testimony, the 
prosecutor, General Pierre Weiss, 
himself a former Vichy collaborator, 
abandoned the accusations made 
earlier by his own witnesses and re- 
sorted to an impassioned appeal for 
conviction on patriotic grounds, ad- 
monishing the court to remember 
“the freshly dug graves in Prance.” 

Admittedly, the American news re- 
ports from the trial were meager, but if any significant evidence ever 
was adduced against Pucheu it did 
not find its way into print in this 
country. At the time of conviction 
and sentence—March 12—the Asso- 
ciated Press reported that left wing De Gaullists and Communists “ex- 
pressed delight,” but that more mod- 
erate De Gaullists “betrayed some 
misgivings.” This report then added 
that “opinion in legal circles ran 
from dismay to indignation.” 

Nevertheless, after General de 
Gaulle had refused to intervene, 
Pucheu was taken out secretly and 
shot. In truth, he may have been 
a traitor, but the fact remains that 
he was convicted by a court of 
doubtful legal standing on the basis 
of “evidence” which would be an 
affront to any American court. It 
will not be easy to reconcile this 
incident with any sympathy for the 
self-asserted right of General de 
Gaulle to speak authoritatively for 
France and the French people. 

——PWIMw—— 

Royal Wedding 
Yesterday’s marriage of young 

King Peter of Yugoslavia and Prin- 
cess Alexandra of Greece is an event 
of more than incidental or romantic 
interest. For one thing, it binds to- 
gether two royal houses of the Bal- 
kans, both of which are menaced by 
currents of revolutionary political 
and social change. Furthermore, 
this dynastic union dramatizes the 
larger question of royalty in post- 
war Europe. 

It was eminently fitting that the 
ceremony should have taken place 
in London, with King George of 
Great Britain and King George of 
Greece as witnesses, the British 
monarch being the bridegroom’s 
godfather. In attendance as guests 
were the reigning monarchs of most 
European royal houses, together 
with distinguished diplomatic per- 
sonalities. Britain unquestionably 
is the stanchest upholder of the 
monarchical principle—a sentiment 
that is difficult for us Americans to 
comprehend, with our background 
of more than 160 years of republi- 
canism based on violent repudiation 
of kingship. In our traditional think- 
ing, royalty is deemed an anachro- 
nistic survival destined ultimately to 
pass away from human experience. 

Nevertheless, we should recognize 
that the monarchical principle still 
commands both emotional alle- 
giance and intellectual approval in 
many parts of the Old World. The 
reigning dynasties of Scandinavia, 
Holland and Belgium are solidly 
based on the loyalty of their re- 

spective subjects, while monarchism 
still has roots in Spain, Germany, 
Austria and even France, despite 
varying lengths of republican or dic- 
tatorial rule. In Italy, the House of 
Savoy at least nominally survives 
its compromising association with 
Fascism. The Balkans are in dy- 
namic flux, but monarchism still 
plays a prominent role. 

The monarchical principle often is 
advocated as a stabilizing factor in 
Europe’s post-war reconstruction. A 
well-known Swedish journalist re- 

cently advocated it as the best 
formula for Germany after the 
downfall of Hitler’s Third Reich and 

the late Italian historian, Guglielmo 
Ferrero, ranked it high among the 
factors making for “legitimacy” 
which he deemed the necessary basis 
for a new era of European stability. 

Red Air Force and Ploesti 
With capture of Mogilev Podolski, 

which adds new impetus to their 
amazing and seemingly irresistible 
advance across the Dniester into 
Bessarabia, the Russians are now 

only some 250 miles from the Ploesti 
oil fields, Hitler’s major natural 
source of fuel and lubricants. This 
has been considered one of the most 
important targets for Allied bombers 
in the whole of Europe, but up to 
the present the American Air Force 
alone has struck at it—under the 
most difficult conditions requiring a 

round-trip flight of about 2,000 
miles. 

Now that they are so near to this 
prize objective, the Russians can, 
if they wish, send great fleets of 
raiders against it, but whether they 
will or not remains to be seen. They 
may feel that the situation has so 
deteriorated for Hitler that the de- 
struction of Ploesti has become a 
matter of relatively minor military 
value. Or they may be confident of 
rolling forward so fast through Ru- 
mania that they will be able to 
seize the fields for their own use in 
the war, assuming that the retreat- 
ing Nazis do not have enough time 
to apply scorched-earth tactics ef- 
fectively. As a matter of fact, the 
Russians have never resorted very 
extensively to strategic bombing. In- 
deed, within recent months, the 
sparing use of airpower has been one 
of the rather strange and unex- 

plained features of the war on the 
eastern front. > 

The infrequency of such strategic 
bombing by the Russians may be 
the result of equipment limitations 
or technical difficulties peculiar to 
the eastern front. Whatever its ex- 

planation, however, the fact is worth 
noting, now that the Ploesti fields 
are so readily within range of the 
Red Air Force. If the Russians de- 
cide not to raid it, the decision may 
merely reflect their own confidence 
that the Nazis are on the verge of 
catastrophe and that it will make 
small difference, one way or the 
other, if they have access to Ru- 
manian oil for a little while longer. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

“FRANKLIN STREET N.E. 
“Dear Sir: 

“I am a bird student and a faithful 
reader of your column. I have a feeding 
tray and enjoy the birds very much. 
Being a boy I have a lot of time to do so. 

“One of the most interesting birds 
around my home is the sparrow hawk. 
There have been two of them in the 
neighborhood since September, and so 
far I have not seen them bothering the 
birds on the feedery. 

“Are sparrow hawks able to over- 
power starlings? I have seen them 
both in the same tree with a flock of 
starlings, and they didn’t seem to 
bother them. 

“In the summer grasshoppers are their 
chief food and judging by this fact I 
wouldn't think they are able to attack 
a very large prey. 

"Sincerely, J. T.” 
* * * * 

English sparrows and starlings are 
the two food aims of sparrow hawks in 
the bird line. 

The Joke is that these beautiful small 
hawks do not kill many birds, despite 
their name. 

When they do, it is likely to be a 

starling or a sparrow. 
Only occasionally will it harm any 

other species. 
Our correspondent's observations show 

how seldom it attacks starlings. Only 
real hunger will lead it to do so, for the 
starling is large and powerful, with 
tremendous strength in its neck. Its 
large bill is strong and with the aid of 
the neck muscles it is able to deliver a 
tremendous blow. 

Bill for bill, the starling probably 
could outfight a sparrow hawk. It 
lacks, of course, the two strong talons 
of the small hawk. 

It is interesting to recall that one of 
the brands of “zippers” is called "talon,” 
after the famous hold of hawks. 

These "zippers,” it always has seemed 
to us. are among the most marvelous 
of inventions. In carrying a brief case 
with such a fastening we are always 
able to get a “kick” out of watching it 
work, and noting how completely it 
shuts the case. 

Not being of a mechanical or mathe- 
matical turn of mind, we have never 
been able to understand to our own 
satisfaction just how these zippers 
“work.” 

The closing is so complete, with not a 
bit of a crack showing, that it is im- 
possible to see where the rest of the 
“zipper” goes when it shuts. This is on 
a par with tfle famous problem of where 
does the moon go when it "sets.” (It 
is still there.) 

* lU u. 

The little sparrow hawk is a true 
hawk, but without the bloodthirsty in- 
tentions of such bad ones as the sharp- 
shinned hawk and Cooper’s hawk. 

It has been known to kill quail and 
blue jays, but in the main it confines 
itself to mice, grasshoppers, and even 
caterpillars. 

Dr. A. K. Fisher, the great authority 
on such matters, writes: "At times it 
attacks small birds and young chickens, 
but these irregularities are so infre- 
quent that they are more than out- 
weighed by its good services in destroy- 
ing insects and mice. Grasshoppers, 
crickets and other insects form its 
principal food during the warm months, 
while mice predominate during the rest 
of the year. Terrestrial caterpillars, 
beetles and spiders also are eaten to a 
considerable extent. As might be ex- 

pected, a large proportion of the birds 
captured are taken during the nesting 
season, the hawks then having less time 
to procure their favorite food. It is at 
this time also that they commit depre- 
dations in poultry yards. During late 
fall and winter, meadow mice and house 
mice form a large part of their food, 
the former being taken in fields and 
meadows and the latter around corn 
stalks and about barns and outbuild- 
ings.” 

One may watch these little hawks for 
many months without seeing them at- 
tack a bird. Our first introduction to it, 
however, was when one flew into the 
yard one fall day and captured an 

English sparrow. The hawk got en- 

tangled in the rose vine where it had 
seized the bird, but managed to get 
through into the next yard. By the 
time we got out, it had held the bird 
down with its powerful talons and torn 
out all the breast feathers with its 

Ibeak. It then flew aw'ay holding its 
prey. 

r i- 

Letters to The Star 
Objects to Lang “Movement” 

To Spare German Cities. 
To the Editor ot The Star: 

I want to make a protest against a 
movement started by 15 clergymen of 
New York City who indorsed Lord 
Lang's stand against the Allies’ program 
of bombing German cities. So often 
what starts in a large city spreads 
regardless of stupidity. I am grieved 
and also disappointed in these men. 
Some years back I knew some of them 
pretty well and held them high in 
my esteem Either they have stayed 
too long in the “poly-glot” or I have 
become benighted in seclusion. 

I protest because it is a reflection on 
the intelligence of our American and 
Allied men who have this matter in 
hand. To achieve and hold a high 
standard of morale we must have 
faith in those whom we have commis- 
sioned to do this work. I hope we 
believe that our men know what they 
are doing, that they are not wantonly 
destroying cities and killing innocent 
old women and children. We believe 
they have very much at heart the 
saving of human lives and munitions. 
I can see how their bombing in the 
end will save thousands of lives, 
especially the lives of our boys who 
are sent to fight. 

The Lang movement also casts a re- 
flection upon the Allied sense of 
decency and humaneness. Who would 
dare pretend to be so saintly at this 
late hour as to make our Allied forces 
guilty of doing things that smack of 
Germany or Japan? If these clergy- 
men have been cowardly in the past in 
helping to make a “Real Christ” felt 
and known, they hardly can set up 
a pussy-footed humaneness with a 
shadow dense enough to hide the 
truth. 

It is a consolation to me to believe 
that our Allied people are too intel- 
ligent to take the New York clergymen 
seriously. 

REV. LUTHER B. FRANCK. 
Cumberland, Va. 

Wants Pharmacists Exempted. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

With all the arguments in officialdom 
and among the citizens of our country 
regarding deferments from inductions 
into the armed forces, there *; a matter 
which should be aired well and a positive 
decision made relative to a certain class 
of greatly needed individuals. I refer 
to the registered pharmacists. The work 
of these men is desperately essential in 
safeguarding the health of our Nation. 
Laws are in effect forbidding the filling 
of physicians’ prescriptions other than 
by men (not forgetting the women) who 
have college degrees, have served a num- 
ber of years as apprentices and have 
passed State board examinations which 
finally qualified them, after licensing, to 
carry on this most important work. 
According to my present knowledge of 
District of Columbia statistics, there are, 
approximately, 1,500 qualified pharma- 
cists, licensed or unlicensed, in this area. 

Many of these have seen fit to associate 
themselves with other kinds of work 
either in the Government employ or 
with private enterprises. Some are 

carrying on their profession in hospital 
pharmacies. After these deductions 
from the approximated total above, 
there remain only a few hundred actual- 
ly engaged in filling prescriptions in the 
pharmacies of the District of Columbia. 

All States of the Union, I am told, are 
similarly affected. The number gradual- 
ly is being lessened by inductions into 
the armed services, making it necessary 
to lengthen the hours of work to such 
a degree that it might result in a dan- 
gerous menace to the careful filling of 
physicians' prescriptions. The number 
of prescriptions steadily is increasing. 

I was registered as a pharmacist in the 
year 1899 in the District of Columbia 
after graduating from a college of 
pharmacy. I retired from active work 
on January 2, 1941. About one year 
thereafter I was induced to again enter 
the field of pharmacy, having been 
showm the dire need for operatives in 
that line. This need steadily is increas- 
ing. Drastic action, therefore, should 
be taken at once to prevent a further 
lessening of the number of the present 
all-too-few registered pharmacists in the 
District of Columbia. 

FRANK B. KETCHUM, Phar. D. 

Corrects an Inadvertence. 
j To the Editor of The Star: 

1 In June, 1940, the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service was transferred, 
under the President’s Reorganization 
Plan No. V, from the Department of 
Labor to the Department of Justice. 

Approximately four years later—on 
March 13, 1944—David Lawrence de- 
voted a large part of his learned and 
“informed” column of commentary in 
The Star to proving why the Immigra- 
tion Service “should be taken out of 
that i Labor) department and made the 
nucleus of a Department of Public 
Welfare.” 

The Star, which publishes such guff, 
should have the grace to blush on be- 
half of Mr. Lawrence. 

CHARLES MALCOLMSON. 
(Editor’s note: Mr. Lawrence and The 

Star stand corrected. The inadvertent 
reference to the Immigration Service 
was not important, however, in con- 
nection with the article and Mr. Mal- 
colmson’s letter is inaccurate in imply- 
ing that it was and incomplete as to 
the quotation.) 

Questions Deferment Right 
To the Editor of The Star: 

Twenty-seven policemen and seven 

firemen with less than a year's service 
deferred—and fathers inducted! 

What right has a policeman, fireman, 
or any other Government employe 
since Pearl Harbor, to expect defer- 
ment? 

A METROPOLITAN POLICEMAN. 

Still No Tires 
Prom the Hutchinson News. 

Up and down like a rubber ball (non- 
synthetic) have bounced America’s 
hopes for breaking the rubber bottle- 
neck during World War II. But the 
supply of tires hasn't done any bounc- 
ing. The trend has been and is steadily 
downward. 

Because the matter has been con- 
stantly surrounded by hush-hush, ru- 
mor and contradiction, people have re- 
ceived the impression that efficient pro- 
duction of synthetic rubber has been 
sabotaged by a gigantic tug of war on 
the part of commercial interests seeking 
the inside track on the postwar rubber 
industry. Time may tell. 

Snowstorm in Late Winter 
Now is the wolf-park loosed again by 

winter; 
Their howl is borne upon the north- 

ern blast. 
The pale and timid sunlight, like a 

blossom 
Against the cold, was much too frail 

to last. 
White wool now covers every hill and 

valley; 
White fury drifts, then hurries to 

attack 
Oh, new-born lambs that should lie 

down in clover, 
Meekness will gain no pity from the 

pack. 
And even man, whose thoughts were on 

the springtime, 
Now stirs the slumbering fire. The 

flames leap high; 
But just, outside the door a bed of 

tulips 
Is bravely green beneath a wintry sky. 

ROSE MYRA PHILLIPS. 

This Changing World Constantine Brown 
No responsible Washington authority 

has any definite idea as to the extent 
of the German rout on the southern 
Russian front. 

Last week all 
available reports 
indicated that the 
Germans were re- 

treating in an or- 

derly fashion. Ac- 
cording to best in- 
formed sources, they 
were losing a good 
deal of war material 
in the Southern Uk- 
raine mud, but on 

the whole it W'as be- 
lieved here and in 
London that the 
bulk of their forces 
were successfully 
avoiding a trap. 

Recent information which tallies with 
the Russian communiques indicates a 
Soviet crossing 01 the Dniester River 
and the penetration of a wide portion 
of Northern Bessarabia. Whether this 
move of the Red Army is prompted by 
political reasons—to compel Rumania 
to make peace—or whether it is in- 
tended to outflank the German defenses 
in the mountains south of Lwow is not 
certain. The American military mis- 
sion in Moscow headed by Maj. Gen. 
Deane receives little more military news 
than the newspapermen accredited to 
the Russia general headquarters. The 
Soviet officers are friendly and cordial 
toward their American and British col- 
leagues, but they continue to be as dis- 
creet regarding their ultimate plans as 
they were before the Teheran confer- 
ence. 

* * * * 
Under the circumstances, a full ap- 

pralsal of the military situation on the 
eastern front is difficult and must be 
based on deduction. 

It is obvious that in the north. In 
the direction of the Baltic states and 
Finland, the Germans are putting up 
serious resistance. Confronted with this 
opposition, the Russians are marking 
time there, but have concentrated their 
effort in the southern battle zone. 

Whether the German high command 
for political as well as military reasons 
has decided to oppose a strong Russian 
penetration in the area of the Baltic 
states and Poland to the 1939 Russo- 
German boundary is a matter of specu- 
lation. It, is quite possible that the 
German general staff may have de- 
cided to put up a defense in the south, 
east of the Carpathian lines—even at 
the risk of losing the vital Rumanian 
oil fields—and concentrate all its ef- 
forts to the north and the center of 
the Eastern front. 

The Germans are convinced that only 
a very dramatic political divergence of 
opinion among the Allies can interfere 
with American-British plans to invade 
Western Europe. But since political 
considerations always are imponderable 
and no military strategist can take them 
into consideration, the Nazis are pre- 
paring a desperate resistance on the 
area extending from the Lowlands to 
the Bay of Biscay. 

* * * * 

In recent weeks Germany’s western 
defenses under the command of Marshal 
von Rundstedt have been further 
strengthened by the arrival of addi- 
tional divisions from the Russian and 
Italian fronts. 

It appears that the Nazi high com- 
mand has now decided to adopt a purely 
holding strategy in Russia and Italy. 

The Germans assume that the thaw 
which in the past has prevented im- 
portant operations between the end of 
March and the middle of June will help 
them hold the Russian front with a 

much smaller force. They also reckon 
that with a strong line on the Po River 
in Italy they can delay the Allied ad- 
vance on Rome and thus prevent the 
transfer of Invasion barges and other 
shipping from the Tyrrhenean Sea to 
the western invasion coast. 

Gen Wilson, the British commander 
in chief in the Mediterranean, ap- 
parently is satisfied that there will be 
henceforth no further offensive attempt 
by the Germans. 

At present it is believed that more 
than one-fifth of the total number of 
German divisions are in Western 
Europe, the balance being distributed 
among the home. Italian, Balkan and 
Russian fronts. The bulk of the Nazi 
troops are still in Russia. The shorten- 
ing of lines on the eastern front has 
cost the Germans much of their mili- 
tary prestige and at least 50 divisions. 
But they still have about 280 divisions, 
including new recruits. 

This still formidable force must be 
employed to the best advantage in the 
next few months with a view to bring- 
ing about a stalemate. And this result 
can be obtained by a successful defense 
of the western front or by taking ad- 
vantage of the political misunderstand- 
ings among the Allies. 

The Wehrmacht is assigned to take 
care of the former situation, while the 
German diplomats, who are now more 
active than ever since September. 1939, 
endeavor to take advantage of the 
latter. 

The Political Mill Gould Lincoln 
MADISON, Wis.—'Wendell L. Willkie, 

who began a barn-storming tour of 
Wisconsin Saturday, Is staking his 
political future on his ability to win a 

majority of the 
State’s 24 delegates 
to the Republican 
National Convention. 
If he fails to get at 
least 13 of the dele- 
gation, it will not be 
considered a vic- 
tory, even by Will- 
kie supporters. If he 
gets below 12, it will 
be a distinct set- 
back. It will go to 
prove that his brand 
o f Republicanism 
and he, himself, as 

a leader, are not ac- 

ceptable to the rank and file of the 
voters in this great Midwest area. 

Mr. Willkie, however, has had an ex- 

cellent reception in the State and a 

good press up to date. Good crowds 
have turned out to see and hear the 
man who polled more votes in 1940 than 
any other Republican presidential can- 

didate ever received—even though he 
lost to President Roosevelt. 

Mr. Willkie has the field entirely to 
himself. The other three presidential 
possibilities supported by slates of 
delegate candidates are Gov. Thomas 
E. Dewey of New York, who has de- 
clared himself not a candidate and is 
sticking to his knitting in Albany; Gen. 
MacArthur, in command of Allied forces 
in the South Pacific, and Lt. Comdr. 
Stassen, former Governor of Minnesota, 
also in the South Pacific. One of them 

is not coming into Wisconsin and the 
other two cannot come. 

* * * * 

Ordinarily this would look like an 

easy setup for Mr. Willkie. Wisconsin, 
however, is not too good a field for his 
foreign policies. It is the home of 
the late Senator La Follette, a bitter- 
ender in the fight against the League 
of Nations in 1919-20, and of the present 
Senator La Follette, w'ho belonged to 
the so-called isolationist group before 
this country entered the war. 

In 1940, Gov. Dewey won the delega- 
tion to the Republican convention over 
Senator Vandenberg of Michigan. If 
Gov. Dewey were an active candidate 
today, he could probably win the delega- 
tion again. His refusal to be a candi- 
date has thrown his followers into some 
confusion. One of them, Vernon Thom- 
son, speaker of the Assembly, has gone 
over to Mr. Willkie and is a delegate 
candidate on the Willkie slate. 

Wisconsin's free and easy primary 
system still further beclouds the out- 
come on April 4, the primary date. Un- 
der the law, members of the Progres- 
sive and Democratic parties may vote 
in the Republican primary if they wish. 
Since only delegate candidates pledged 
to President Roosevelt are entered in 
the Democratic primary, it is believed 
that many of the Progressives and 
Democrats will go into the Republican 
primary. 

* * * * 

They may plunk for Mr. Willkie, on 
the theory that he comes nearest to 
Mr. Roosevelt's policies of any of the 
Republican candidates—or, as some say 
—because they would prefer to have 

Mr. Wiilkie nominated to Gov. Dewey, 
believing that Mr. Wiilkie would bo an 
easier man for the President to de- 
feat. So far as the Progressives are 

concerned, however, the vote in the 
Republican primary may be divided, 
with the old isolationist group taking 
a swing at Mr. Wiilkie. 

In some measure, the opposition to 
Mr. Wiilkie is divided—between Gov. 
Dewey, Gen. MacArthur and Comdr. 
Stassen. This is, of course, to the ad- 
vantage of Mr. Wiilkie. It still looks, 
however, as though,he will need every 
advantage he can get. There is otenty 
of anti-Willkie sentiment in this State.'. 
Indeed, three delegate candidates aie 
running as “anti-Willkie-’ men, ap-' 
patently willing to support any other; 
candidate for the presidential nomi- 
nation of the Republican party. Mr. 
Wiilkie has a full slate of delegate 
candidates, pledged to him, 24 in all. 
Twenty-two delegate candidates are: 
pledged to Gen. MacArthur, 20 to 
Comdr. Stassen and 15 to Dewey, with 
four others leaning to Gov. Dewey. 

Mr. Wiilkie, rugged, dynamic and 
picturesque, is rushing about the State- 
on his 12-day campaign, sparing himseir 
not at all. He was handicapped with* 
a bad voice when he delivered his first* 
address at Richland Center. If he has1 
lost some of the cockiness he displayed 
a few months ago, when he told Re- 
publican members of Congress in Wash- 
ington he was a sure bet for the nomi- 
nation, he has lost none of his deter- 
mination to win if he can. But if he 
fails to make a good showing here, after 
his none-too-good showing in the New 
Hampshire primaries, the Wiilkie goose 
may well be cooked for 1944. 

I’d Rather Be Right Samuel Grafton 
Halfway House: The United States 

Government had Badoglio where it 
wanted him. It had him parked in 
Halfway House, somewhere between 
heaven and earth, 
between recognition 
and nonrecognition. 
The motto which 
hangs over the door 
of Halfway House is 
“Yes and No,” orna- 

mented with doo- 
dles. 

All the leases in 
Halfway House are 

short leases. Bado- 
glio kept his room 

only on the promise 
that he would quit it 
when Rome was 

taken. He was ex- 

actly what we desired for Italy; he was 

the Italian government w'hen we wanted 
an Italian government, and he w-as no 

government at all when we didn't want 
an Italian government. 

Whenever Badoglios position was 

threatened, he would bolster it by prom- 
ising to resign. His promises to resign 
were so popular that they even won him 
a kind of following. Meanwhile, the 
Italian people could be kept out of the 
government because Badoglio was in, 
and also mollified with the theory that 
he had his bag packed and was about 
to leave. 

This what-is-it, this stew of uncer- 
tainties, garnished with question marks, 
was exactly what we wanted, perhaps 
because we did not know what we 
wanted. 

* * * * 

If you look for Gen. de Gaulle, cur- 

rently you will find him also residing 
in Halfway House. We have him where 
we want him, too, in a mist, in a fog, 
in a cloud. We have issued a remark- 
able document proclaiming that we 

recognize that he speaks for the col- 
onies for which he speaks. But for 
more than a year we have delayed giv- 
ing him full recognition as the head of 
a provisional government. We have pre- 
served that same startled-fawn rela- 
tionship with De Gaulle that we have 
maintained with Badoglio, so that we 
can stay near him, if that seems good, 
or else run away like the wind, should 
that seem a better choice. 

There was a time when it would have 
been enterprising of us to recognize De 
Gaulle; then came a time when it 
would have been merely practical to 
recognize him; but by now we have 
waited until it is comical not to. Still 
we wait, trying our best to keep dubiety 
alive; the worried bonifaees of Halfway 
House. 

We keep an apartment for ourselves 
in that cloudy hostelry. We know that 
Finland ought to be knocked out of 
this war; we know that would be good 

for our cause; but we will not make the 
final break with her. We scold Finland 
we beg Finland, we urge Finland, we 
advise Finland to Quit. AVe use every 
pressure device except the one which is in our hands. If we want Finland 
out of the war, a clean American break 
with her would do more than anything else to shock the Linkomies government 
out of its indecision. 

* * * * 

But the keepers of Halfway House 
never do what they can; they always 
try to settle by doing half of what they 
must. t 

On all these issues (and on Spain an# 
Turkey and old Poland, too) we seem 
to take pleasure in promoting a condl- 
tion of vagueness: we delight to pitch' 
our camp just short of decision ahd 
settle down. We like to dwell among the pauses in the story of man. Where 
history stops for breath, there we would 
live forever, if it would let us. 

Or, to put it in different fashion iP 
is our foreign policy to reach a staee at which the cat can jump either wav 
and then to hold its tail. This is hardly' 
a posture which can be maintained 
permanently, but we try. Meanwhile 
we are developing a tendency to regard' other nations which are more decisive^ such as Russia, as being conspirators'' 
against us. Tears and self-pity are* 
always the last refuge of the insecure! 

Russian Tactical Problem Alaj. George Fielding Eliot 
What is happening at the extreme 

western end of the Russian battle front 
now can be illustrated by a very simple 
problem In minor tactics. Let us sup- 
pose that an enemy- 
force of three rifle 
companies is de- 
fending a ridge. The 
enemy has two com- 
panies dug In along 
the ridge, and the 
third In reserve. We 
are attacking with 
four companies. We 

might put three 
companies in line 
and hold one in re- 

serve. We would use 

our extra length of 
line to overlap one 

of the enemy’s 
flanks—the more exposed, according to 

| the terrain features—and the enemy 

would be likely to meet this danger by 
putting in his reserve company to 

lengthen his line and meet this threat 
of envelopment. Then we would coun- 

ter that move by throwing in our own 

reserve company to further lengthen 
our line and complete the envelopment. 

Now supposing that some distance 

( away, beyond the exposed flank which 
we are trying to envelop, we know that 
another enemy force Is approaching, 
which may counterattack if it arrives 
in time. Let us suppose that we have 
a fifth company available, over in that 

direction. We would move this fit • h 
company to a position where it could 
cover us from this possible threat; per- 

I haps to seize a bridge, or a hill com- 

manding a road junction, or to som» 

\ other position where it could stop or 
i at least delay the enemy's possible at- 

tempt to counterattack. 
All this is very simple and very 

elemental. 
X * X X 

Now look at the western end of the 
Russian front. The Russians are trying 
to envelop the left flank of Von Mann- 

\ stein’s southern group of German 
| armies. The advance on Tarnopol and 
j Proskurov represented the enveloping 

force, the extra length of, line; the 
frontal advance against the line of me 
Bug represented the rest of the origi- 

nal attacking line, the so-called hold- 
ing attack which can itself become a 
major effort if, as in this case, it hap- 
pens to break through. 

Von Mannstein’s counterattack in the 
Tarnopol-Proskurov area was the put- 
ting in, so to speak, of his reserve com- 
pany. It checked the original attack, 
but the line itself was not strong enough 
to prevent a break-through—that is, 
the Russian drive to the Dniester where 
the German 6th Army gave way. 

But when the Russians first moved 
toward Tarnopol-Proskurov, they had 
taken precautions against a German 
counterattack from another direction. 
If any really strong German forces at- 
tempted to interfere, these were most 
likely to come from Central Poland. 
A much more powerful countereffort 
might be expected from this direction 
than from anything Von Mannstein 
himself might be able to scrape to- 
gether. So the Russians took precau- 
tions; they established their covering 
positions by taking the rail junctions of 
Rovno and Lutsk. 

% * * * 

Now we come to the next phase of 
the operation (remember the little tac- 
tical problem; your envelopment is 
countered by the enemy reserve com- 

pany, so you put in your own reserve 
company to extend your line still far- 
ther). The Russians are putting in 
more troops and extending their line 
still farther, to outflank the German 
resistance at Tarnopol-Proskurov. 

Their new offensive is apparently di- 
rected upon Lwow. This is a position 
of crucial importance: just as Tarnopol 
and Proskurov control the main rail- 
way line for the supply of the Bug 
River position, so Lwow controls the 
main railway line for the supply of the 
Dniester River position, the line Lwow- 
Cernauti-Jassy-Gelatz. In fact, should 
Lwow be taken, the Germans would 
have only very poor railway connections 
with all Eastern Rumania. It is with 
this trunk line that the branch lines 
classing the Dniester all connect; two 
of these are still in German hands, 
though the third has been cut by the 
Russian capture of Mogilev-Podolsk i. 
But it is toward Lwow that the Rus- 
sians are making their new main ef- 
fort, the new extension of their line. 
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And we should note that as they do 
so, they move their covering troops 
forward to Rowel, squarely on'1 the, 
Brest Litovsk-Lwow railway, so as to 
guard the flank of their advancing 
forces. The principles are exactly the 
same as though we were dealing witi^ companies instead of groups of armies.' 
on a terrain of a dozen square mii#a* 
instead of half a continent. It look# 
bigger, and it sounds bigger, but the 
principles don’t change. Perhaps that? 
is why all generals have to start a£ 
second lieutenants. 

--—- if 
Genesis of Dictatorships * 

From the Montreal Le Jour. 
Of recent times numerous groups of 

citizens have taken advantage of thei* 
organized force to violate the law know* 
ingly. The violators have enjoyed im# 
munity. That is very serious. In 14 
democracy the law is the citizen’s onl* 
protection. When the citizen does no{ 
feel himself safe in his person or hi# 
possessions he shouts for the help of 
the strong man: That is dictatorship From that moment on members of 
unions who have abused their numericaf 
strength to baffle the law will be driver^ 
by the whip, even if the dictatorship i» 
called ‘proletarian.” Look at what if 
happening today in Russia. Ask th# 
workers in industries of the Urals whe» 
work seven full days a week and ltf 
hours a day what would happen if they! 
talked of striking. Do you know whatjf 
the supreme danger to our democracies £ It is the lack of authority. We are fight* 
ing today against authoritarian regimes* 
We will have none of them. But w# 
want, before everything else that ou* 
elected governments courageously shoultf make use of the authority which th£ 
people have confided in them. Other* 
wise democracy will not survive the ter* 
rible crisis of the world of today. Z 
-. « 

A Needed Survey 
Prom the Ottawa Citizen. 

A new survey of the Canadian North* 
west may be undertaken jointly by th£ 
Canadian Government and the railways* 
Such a survey is needed, especially not* 
that means of communication cover £ 
vast area which even today is not cov* 
ered by reliable and up-to-date maps. ; 
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