
Cassino Essential to Allies 
For Supply Base, General Says 

Idea ot By-Passing 
German Stronghold 
Rejected by Wilbur 
By NELSON M. SHEPARD. 

Allied infantry absolutely requires 
Cassino as a supply base and cannot 
afford to by-pass this still resisting 
German stronghold which has 
blocked the road to Rome since Feb- 
ruary 1, in the opinion of a returned 
American officer. Brig. Gen. William 
H. Wilbuur, assistant commander of 
the 36th Infantry Division, one of 
the attacking elements. 

The road and rail line to Cassino 
are essential to the 5th Army, he 
told a Pentagon press conference 
late yesterday, because the rugged, 
mountainous terrain flanking the 
besieged town offers an almost im- 
passable barrier to the movement of 
supplies and heavy artillery. 

His reasons for disagreeing with a 
suggestion that Cassino should be 
by-passed were based on sound mili- 
tary premises. 

Mile-High Mountain Ahead. 
“Bear in mind,” he continued, 

“that if we were to occupy Cassino 
completely, there is still a mountain 
a mile high ahead of us—Mount 
Cairo—about 8,000 meters in the rear 
of Cassino.” 

Gen. Wilbur wears the Congres- 
sional Medal of Honor for earlier 
services in contacting the French 
commanders in Casablanca on No- 
vember 8, 1942, time of the initial 
North African landing. He left the 
fighting at Cassino on February 15 
and has been convalescing at Walter 
Reed Hospital from the rigors of the 
Italian campaign. 

His close knowledge of the diffi- 
culties at Cassino coincided with a 
warning by Secretary of War Stim- 
son yesterday that the nature 
of the German defense should be 
“another sober reminder of the 
strength of the enemy.” 

“Cassino is a tougji enough place 
in itself, but don’t think that is all,” 
he warned. “The Germans might 
decide to pull out of it—I doubt it,” 
he added, in claiming the town must 
be captured. 

An infantry officer throughout his j long Army career and a champion! 
of the “doughboy,” Gen. Wilbur 
said that contrary to earlier belie' 
tanks and aerial bombardment 
have not lifted the burden entirely 
from the foot soldier. 

Many of the Germans now de 
fending Cassino, he said, had staycc. 
in the town during the intense bom- 
bardments that pulverized every 
building in it. Others filtered back ; 
into it from deep dugouts and near- j by caves. 

Gen. Wilbur disclosed that for 
five days American forces had re- 
frained from firing on the Bene- 
dictine Monastery occupied by the 
Germans on the slope east of Cas- j 
sino. Yet during those five days,1 
he said, the enemy, fortified in the 
monastery, kept firing at our troops. 

He did not explain why the Amer- j 
leans withheld their fire for this 
period, beyond saying that Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower had issued 
an order not to shoot at the monas- 

tery unless it was a military neces- 

sity. 
witn me realization mat long ana 

bitter fighting lies ahead in Italy, 
Gen. Wilbur said the German sol- 
dier has gone through a transfor- 
mation since a year ago. 

“The astonishing thing is that 
they still think they are going to j 
win the war,” he explained. “A I 
year ago they boasted that Germany 
would win by offensive action and 
the destruction of the Allied armies. 
Now they think they will win be- 
cause they will never give up.” 

Gen. Wilbur declared the morale 
of the German soldier is good, but 
added that he “detected lines of 
worry on the faces of prisoners.” 
One Nazi officer told him he had 
surrendered because of his family 
back in Germany. 

Germans lVell Fed. 
German equipment also is new 

and in good condition and the Ger- 
man soldier is well fed and still a 
hard fighter—a harder fighter, he 
claimed, than the war-weary Ger- 
mans in the Argonne before the 1C18 
armistice. 

But it is to the American dough- 
boy—the infantryman—that he paid 
the highest tribute. He fights in 
the rain, the mud, snow ana sleet, 
Gen. Wilbur reminded, and is still 
able to grin and bear it. 

“The spirit and morale of the 
doughboy is the outstanding thing 
in this war.” the commander as- 
serted proudly. He expressed his 
unbounded faith in the doughboy, 
while praising at the same time the 
merits of the “medicos.” 
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BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM H. 
WILBUR. 
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Navy Wives Clubs Plan 
ToOrganize Branch Here 

Mrs. Helen Bolshazy, national 
president of the Navy Wives Clubs 
of America, today issued an invita- 
tion to wives of enlisted men serv- 
ing in the Navy, Marines or Coas' 
Guard to attend a meeting Sunday 
at the YMCA, 1723 G street N.W. 

The purpose of the meeting is to 
organize a Washington branch of 
the organization to promote social, 
welfare and educational activities 
for wives of men in service. The 
gathering will be called to order at 
1:30 p.m. and mothers may bring 
their children with them, it was 
announced. 

Dr.JohnJ.Field 
DENTIST 

4067th St. N.W. ME. 9256 
Third Floor, Woolworth Building 
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SARATOGA 
SPRINGS 

Natural 

MINERAL 

|WATERS 
Geyser, delicious, 
alkaline, brings re- 
lief in cases of 
-heumatism. neu- 
ritis, diabetes, ar- 
thritis. Drink It 

anytime. Full natural car- 
bonization. 

The CITItUS JUICE CO. 
1214 14ftk Si. N.W. ! 

Phone Dl. 5557 
I. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Occasional 

CONSTIPATION 
Easy Way to Get Relief 

Take one or two E-Z Tablets at 
bedtime. They are tiny, practically 
tasteless, easy and pleasant to take. 
Amazirgly effective jn a mild and 
comfortable way. No griping, no un- 

pleasant after-effects. If you are 

sluggish, headachy or dizzy due to 
occasional constipation, just try E-Z 
Tablets and tomorrow morning note 
the difference! Only 25c at drug 
stores for 60 tiny E-Z Tablets. 
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Jumbo cup of English earthenware; an 

excellent collector's item for a shelf dis- 
play. Each cup has a different old Currier 
and Ives print design, and the cups and 
saucers are priced at_2.50 set 

China—Third Floor 

MR. F ?TER'S 

Thirteenth between F & G 
■A ^ 

■ h—- 

MrQ QUALITY SINCE 1860 
m m m -m m M'/**&0* 4& 

Jansburghs 7th, 8th and E Sts. NAtional 9800 
« 

7{44af ysa 

mmmmHm / that stai* 
„..«<*» so busy these ***•^ntwhen 

l^pi "un9, prac"cal 

A—Plaid Box Coat, oil wool, double-breasted style 
with 3 pockets. Rose and blue plaid. Sizes 
7 to 14_16.95 

Felt Hat_1.99 
B—Convertible Collar Suit, all wool with fitted 

jacket, patch pockets and pleated skirt. Solid 
colors. Sizes 7 to 14 _ -10.95 

Straw Beanie and Bag Set_2.50 
C—All-Wool Reefer, in navy with an extra tuxedo 

collar in scalloped white. Sizes 7 to 1 2 12.95 
Collar ___1.50 extra 

White Straw Hat__1.99 

D—Checked Dirndl Dress, with two saucy bows 
on the pockets and scalloped organdy trimmed 
bodice. Red or blue checked rayon, 7-14 5.95 

Natural Straw Streamer Hat_2.99 
Lansburgh’s—Girls' Shop—Fourth Floor 

MASCULINE TWEEDS 
JLST LIKE D AD'S 

E—Sport Coat for a Little Boy, striking plaids, 
checks or stripes. All wool, sizes 6 to 1 2 1 0.95 
Worn with Covert Slacks, in wool and rayon®. * 
Blue, brown, natural__ -5.95 \ 

F—Long Trouser Suit, herringbone and overplaid \ 
patterns in wool and reused wool*. Blue, \ 
brown, tan. Sizes 9 to 18 15.95 

G—Reversible Topcoat, warm wool and re-used 
camel wool fleece* or wool, cotton, and rayon 
cavalry twill* with water-repellent cotton 
gabardine lining. Three-quarter length. Nat- 
ural. Sizes 10 to 22_14.75 

Wool Felt Hat_ 1.99 

'H—All-Wool Prep Suits, smooth tweeds in her- 
ringbone and diagonal weaves. Brown, tan 
and blue- Sizes 33 to 38_21.95 

Properly labeled as to material content. 

Lansburgh’s—Boys' and Youths’ Clothing— 
Fourth Floor 
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For Healthy Feet 

FITZ-WELL 
SHOES FOR BOYS & GIRLS 

K-—Step-in Pump with perforated vamp and open 
toe. White or navy or black patent leather. 

L—Ghiliie Oxford with sturdy leather sole and heel. 
White or brown elk. 

M—'T -Strap Slipper, in shiny black patent leather 
for dress-up. With strong leather sole. Sizes 8 Vi 
to 3. 

N—Brown Moccasin Oxford with shark bump toe 
to withstand scuffing. Plastic sole. 

Bring Ration Book 1 with stamp 18 or 
Ration Book 3 with Airplane Stamp 1. 

Lansburgh's—Children's Shoes—Second Floor 
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Mercerized 

COTTON SOCKS 

Fine cotton anklets for spring 
in gay patterns or plain col- 
ors. White, blue, maize, 
orchid, tan, navy, brown, ma- . 

roon and royal. Sizes 6-11. 
Children's Hosiery—Fourth Floor 


