
U.S. Strongly Opposes 
Full Power in France 
For De Gaullisfs 
I' the Associated Prtsi. 

This Government is strongly 
opposed to recognizing the 
French Committee of National 
Liberation as the sole governing 
authority for France, but final 
determination of Allied policy on 
this preinvasion issue is await- 
ing reaction of the British gov- 
ernment to the American posi- 
tion, it was learned today. 

It is considered possible here that 
the British may come up with a 

sharply conflicting view, but some 
sort of compromise is expected tc 
be worked out. 

The compromise, while affording 
agreement on orders to be given 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Allied 
invasion commander, for dealing 
with the French people, probably 
will leave the British and United 
States governments free to pursue 
separate diplomatic courses with the 
French committee. 

Negative Points More Clear. 
The negative points of Allied 

policy for France are more clearly 
established at present than the 
positive lines of action. There will 
be no dealings with the Vichy 
government, Vichy officials or others 
who have “willfully,” In the State 
Department’s words, co-operated 
with the Germans. 

Also it is considered certain that 
the Allied Military Government or- 
ganization which has been used in 
Italy will not function in France— 
nor for that matter in any other 
Allied countries to be liberated of 
German control. 

The positive points of American 
policy for France recently were de- 
cided on by President Roosevelt 
after he received recommendations 
from the War and State Depart- 
ments. Diplomatic quarters are 
still puzzled by his delay in an- 

nouncing his decision, and some 
sources have reported that because 
of it the British now are in no hurry 
either. 

Two roints Emphasized. 
The President's decision Is under- 

stood on excellent authority to cover 
two main points, directly or by im- 
plication: 

1. In arranging the government 
of French territories liberated by 
Allied armies, Gen. Eisenhower 
should be free to deal with the 
French committee, headed by Gen. 
Charles de Gaulle, or with any other 
patriotic individual or group in ef- 
fective control of a city or territory. 

2. Since the committee may well 
be the only group capable of gov- 
erning, Gen. Eisenhower may deal 
exclusively with it. In any case it 
will have opportunity to set itself 
Up as tire provisional government 
of France, and it may be expected 
that if and when it has proved its 
popular support the United States 
will give it diplomatic recognition. 

Territorial Rule Recognized. 
The committee, which Washing- 

ton already recognizes as the gov- 
erning authority for all the French 
territories, has come increasingly to 
look on itself as the provisional gov- 
ernment for France, and the British 
government leans also to that view. 

The British, therefore, may give 
the committee recognition cn a 

diplomatic basis long before the 
United States is willing to deal with 
it on more than a military basis. 
Britain generally uses recognition 
much more flexibly than the United 
States. 

American officials who have 
studied the situation say that, as a 

matter of fact they do not know of 
any other agency than the De 
Gaulle committee able to govern in 
France. 

However, they report some indi- 
cation from inside France that in 
one or two areas the people may 
insist on rejecting committee rule 
for their own local regimes, headed 
by present underground leaders. 

To meet the situation, the Presi- 
dent has taken the position that 
Gen. Eisenhower must be free to act 
as he sees fit. 

Dennis Day to Report 
As Ensign April 15 
Bl Ihe Associsted Press. 

LOS ANGELES. Mar. 24.-Jack 
Benny's singing stooge. Dennis Day, 
was sworn in as a Navy ensign yes- 
terday and will report for active 
duty April 15 as a deck officer. 
Day's real name is Eugene Dennis 
McNulty. 

Weather Report 
District of Columbia—Fair, warm- 

er; lowest temperature tonight near 
42 degrees. Tomorrow partly cloudy 
with mild temperature. 

Maryland and Virginia—Fair with 
moderate temperature tonight. To- 
morrow partly cloudy and mild. 

River Report. 
Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers 

cloudy at Harpers Ferry. Potomac 
very muddy at Great Falls. 

Report tor Last 24 Honrs. 
Temperature 

Yesterday— Degrees. 
4 pm. ____ 48 
s p.m _ so 
Midnight..- 40 

Teday— 
4 am. _ 48 
8 s.m. _ 45 
Noon ____ 80 

Record for Last 24 Honrs. 
'From noon yesterday to neon today.) 
Highest. 50. 11:59 am. Year ago. 52. 
Lowest. 45, 7:55 a.tn. Year ago, 32. 

Rerord Temperatures This Year. 
Highest. 80. on March 18. 
Lowest, 1 i. on January 2. 

Humidity for Last 21 Hours. 
(From noon yesterday to noon today.) 
Highest. 72 per cent, at 2:30 a m. 
Lowest, 64 per cent, at 8:30 a m. 

Tide Tables. 
(Furnished by United States Coast 

and Geodetic Survey.) 
Today. Tomorrow 

High __ 8:58 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 
Low _ 3:17 a.m. 4:08 a m. 
High — 9:22 p.m. 10:11 p.m 
Low -_- 3:44 p.m. 4:34 p.m. 

The Sun and Moon, 
Rises. Sets. 

Sun. today 7:05 7:23 
Sun. tomorrow 7:04 7:24 
Moon, today _ 7.30 a.m. 7:47 a.m. 

Automobile lights must be turned on 
ene-htlf hour after sunset. 

Precipitation. 
Monthly precipitation In inches in the 

Capital (current month to date): 
1944. Average. Record 

January 2.98 3.55 7.83 '37 
February 2.48 3.27 8.84 '84 
March 4.58 3.75 8.84 '01 
April ... 3.27 9.13 '89 
Mav .1.70 10.89 '89 June 4.13 10.94 '00 
July 4.71 10.83 ’86 
August 4.01 14.41 '28 
September ... 3.24 17.45 '34 
October ... 2.84 8.81 '37 
November ... 2.37 8.69 ’89 
December 3.32 7.58 '01 

Weather in Varloua Cities. 
r-Temp.-^ Preclpl- 

Station. High. Low latlor. 
Albany. N. Y.- 44 39 0.25 
Atlanta. Ga. _ 58 47 
Baltimore. Md- 61 43 0.82 
Boston. Mass- 47 41 0.03 
Cheyenne. Wyo_ 47 33 
Chicago, 111- 45 34 0.01 
Denver, Colo_ 53 43 
Detroit. Mich._ 52 35 0.07 
Harrisburg. Pa- 43 38 0.75 
Indianapolis. Ind. _ 49 30 
Key West. Fla. _ 82 78 
Los Angeles, Calif._ 71 53 
Miami. Fla. _ 79 75 _ 

New Orleans. La-- 87 58 
New York. N. Y. — 51 44 0.59 
Portland. Oleg. .. ... 50 38 o.l# 
Rsr«. Nev. ... 84 42 
Sal* Lake City. Utah 84 41 

{an Frtncisco. Calif. 59 50 
avannah G» 71 87 o28 
emie. Wash 60 3« O.flft ^Shreveport, La_ 63 41 

DEATH IN A COCONUT GROVE—These Yanks are looking over 
dead Japs in the mud of a coconut grove on Los Negros Island, 
in the Admiralty group. The Japs were mowed down as they 
charged an American position hi a vain attempt to regain lost 
ground. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

Lauderdale 
(Continued From First Page.! 

zens’ Associations appealed to Con- 
gress to restore the appropriation. 
Senate hearings of last year indi- 
cated the administration was op- 
posed to re-establishing the office, 
but the citizens argued that it was 
still authorized by law, and that 
if the salary was made available 
again, they could appeal to the 
President to make an appointment. 

It was recalled in the testimony 
that President Roosevelt, while 
Governor of New York, had vetoed 
a bill authorizing a people’s counsel 
there. 

One of the arguments raised 
against the need for a people’s 
counsel was that the commission 
itself represents the public. 

Senator Burton. Republican, of 
Ohio developed in the hearings, 
however, that the unusual govern- 
mental setup in Washington makes 
a people's counsel more necessary 
here than in the States. 

He pointed out that in Ohio, for 
example, if the citizens of Cleveland 
have a case to present, the corpo- 
ration counsel of Cleveland is in a 

position to represent them before 
the State Public Utilities Board. 
Here the corporation counsel is not 
in a comparable position to repre- 
sent the citizens, because he is also 
the lawyer for the commission it- 
self, Senator Burton argued. 

Salary Restored. 
Congress took the first step to re- 

establish the office by restoring the 
salary for the position in the Dis- 
trict appropriations bill for the cur- 
rent fiscal year. 

A native of the District, Mr. 
Lauderdale was born in August, 
1904. He attended Hyattsville High 
School, Emerson Institute, received 
his law degree from National Law 
School in 1930 and was admitted to 
the bar the next year. 

After he had practiced law here 
for four years, Mr. Lauderdale be- 
came assistant corporation counsel 
October 12, 19J14, and is now in 
charge of condemnation work, hav- 
ing previously been assigned from 
time to time to work in all the va- 
rious courts. 

Has Three Children. 
Mr. Lauderdale married Margaret 

Naylor of Hyattsville fin 1935 and 
they have three children. 

Interested in sport?, particularly 
hunting, he is a member of the Na- 
tional Capital Field Trial Club. He 
also is a member of the Barristers, 
as well as the District Bar Asso- 
ciation. 

Active in District Civilian Defense, 
Mr. Lauderdale has been deputy 
controller cf Control Center No. 1 
since it was organized. 

His mother, Mrs. James H. Lauder- 
dale, lives with the family at 1424 
Webster street N.W. 

Corporation Counsel Richmond B. 
Keech, who himself held the post 
of people's counsel from 1930-1934, 
today praised Mr. Lauderdale's com- 
petent legal work for the District 
government. 

Chairman McCarran of the Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee, who for- 
merly headed the Senate District 
Committee, said: 

"The position should have been 
filled long ago. and I am gratified 
to hear that it is to be filled now. 
I have had no occasion to observe 
Mi. Lauderdale or his background, 
but in view of his association with 
Mr. Keech, for whom I have a very 
profound respect and admiration, it 
is presumed Mr. Lauderdale is pretty 
well equipped for the office.” 

It is expected the nomination will 
be referred to the Senate District 
Committee for a report. Senator 
Bilbo, Democrat, of Mississippi, its 
chairman, was out of the city today. 

Steelworkers 
_(Continued Prom First Page.) 

pletely protects farmers against ris- 
ing living costs; this principle re- 
sults in a continued rise in farm 
prices which in turn causes in- 
creases in the cost of living for 
wage earners. 

Income Figures Cited. 
5. Labor’s percentage of the na- 

tional income declined from 65.7 
per cent in 1939 to 59.3 per cent 
last, year, while corporations’ per- 
centage increased from 8 to 13 per 
cent, and the farmers’ share rose 
from 5.9 to 7.1 per cent. 

6. Steel corporations have the 
financial ability to meet the union’s 
demands without a price increase. 

The current hearing involves 94 
companies which employ more than 
80 per cent of the 503.000 wage 
earners in the steel industry. 

Since January, 1941, the base date 
of the 15 per cent Little steel for- 
mula, the steel workers received two 
general increases, one of 10 cents an 
hour and the other 5 Vi cents. The 
latter was effective February 15, 
1942. Nothing further is due them 
under the formula as presently con- 
strued. 

The union cited Government fig- 
ures showing the average hourly 
earnings in the industry as $1.15, 
including overtime, and $1.07, ex- 
cluding overtime. 

Profiteering Assailed. 
The union's estimate of the cost, 

of a 17-cent increase is $207,952,000 
on the basis of a 40-hour week, and 
$237,253,080 on the basis of over- 
time. 

"Thp steel industry's total asset*,” 
said the union, “have increased #er 

President Urges Boys, 
Older Men Fill Jobs 
Of Drafted Fishermen 
Br the Associated Fresi. 

President Roosevelt Indicated 
today he believed boys and old- 
er men could handle the job of 
catching the Nation's fish sup- 
ply. 

A reporter told him a fisher- 
man catches an average of 80,- 
000 pounds a year and inquired 
whether he had any plans for 
protecting that food supply, 
since a problem of draft defer- 
ment confronts the industry. 

Last year, the Chief Execu- 
tive replied, a plan was sub- 
mitted to him which took 20 or 
30 persons to consider and run 
down. 

The plan involved the use of 
16-year-old fishermen, he said, 
and finally it was decided 16- 
year-olds could catch fish as 
well as 18-year-olds. 

Mr, Roosevelt said he was 
one of the older men who catch 
fish. 

$1,000,000,000 during the war (not 
including the increase in 1943 over 

1942); its unistributed profits have 
mounted by over one third of a bil- 
lion dollars during the war, and its 
reserves have increased during the 
war by $161,000,000.” 

“The war inflation was not pre- 
cipitated by wage increases,” the 
union said. “It was set off by the 
drive of industry and business for 
superprofits at the time that the 
defense program got under way in 
June, 1940 * • 

Mellett 
(Continued From First Page.! 

mally necessary to achieve the full- 
est understanding of vital public 
issues, no greater service could be 
performed by the publishers in my 
opinion. 

“I know that you don’t pretend 
to offer the last word of wisdom 
on any subject, but I have found 
that your opinions, always honest, 
are worth listening to. If I find you 
in your new role disagreeing with 
me at times I’ll try to be as tolerant 
as you always have been when others 
have disagreed with you. 

“As for the past six years the 
gratitude is mine for the devoted 
service you have given, and I wish 
you all possible good luck in your 
new undertaking. Sincerely, 

“FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.” 
Mr. Mellett's letter of resignation 

follows: 
"Dear Mr. President; 
“Now that I've got my desk cleaned 

off for the moment and before any 
new work can begin to accumulate 
on it, I'd like to renew my request 
that I be permitted to resign and 
return to newspaper work. 

“Aside from my urge to resume 
writing. I honestly believe I can be 
as useful doing that as I would be 
if I remained in more obvious public 
service. If I can contribute a little 
bit toward popular understanding of 
the problems facing the country I 
am sure this is so. 

“The Washington Star offers me 
the opportunity to test this notion. 
In full understanding of my views 
and in full disagreement with many 
of them, The Star is prepared to 
publish what I may write. Con- 
versations I’ve had indicate there 
may be other publishers disposed 
to do the same. In other wordR. 
for better or worse, I’m proposing 
to become a columnist. 

“The past six years have been the 
best of my life and, in many ways, 
the most pleasant. I shall always 
be proud that it has been my priv- 
ilege to witness at close hand your 
calm, courageous handling of prob- 
lems as difficult as ever confronted 
any President. 

"With undiminished admiration 
and affectionate regard, 

“Sincerely yours, 
“LOWELL MELLETT.” 

Thieves Loot Tea Room 
Of 39 Pounds of Meat 

Steak, roast beef and pork loins— 
39 pounds in all—were the loot of 
thieves who yesterday broke into the 
Kew Gardens Tea Room. 2700 Q 
street N.W., police reported. 

John F. O'Brian, the manager, 
told police the burglars also took an 
electric coffee maker. Entrance was 
gained by breaking the glass in a 
rear door, police said. 

USE YOUR HEAD! 
Wear A 

MALLORY 
SPRING 
HAT 

$0.50 
FREDERICK’S 

Wear Stores 

1435 H ST. N.W. 
701 H ST. N.l. 

Eccles Tells Senators 
Stabilization Program 
Is Needed After War 
By the Associated Press. 

Chairman Marriner S. Eccles 
of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System ap- 
pealed today for continuance of 
the administration’s stabilization 
program until two years after 
the war “to maintain the public 
faith and the value of the dol- 
lar.” 

Mr. Eccles told the Senate Bank- 
ing Comimttee. which is considering 
legislation to extend price controls 
one year beyond June 30, that infla- 
tion “rarely gets out of hand during 
a war,” but that the vast stores of 
pent-up spending which might be 
turned loose with peace “might well 
be fatal.” 

“The inflaitonary pressure will 
continue until a balanced budget is 
in prospect,” he said in asking for 
continued authorization of govern- 
mental controls. 

After mentioning the 10.000,000 
men and women in the armed serv- 
ices, he said that if those in posi- 
tions of responsibility failed to keep 
up the dollar's buying power, they 
will face a "dreadful retribution.” 

Cites Purchasing Power. 
Mr. Eccles estimated that "infla- 

tionary pressure” on June 30, 1944, 
as measured by the demand depos- 
its, savings currency and Govern- 
ment securities held by individuals 
and business concerns (except life 
insurance companies and banks), 
would amount to *194,000,000,000. 

That, he said, compared with a 

figure of *79,000,000,000 on June 30, 
1941. 

Earlier, Senator Butler, Repub- 
lican, of Nebraska said a movement 
is under way within the committee 
to revise the stabilization law by 
limiting price and rationing con- 

trots to about 45 essential goods and 
commodities. 

Senator Butler, a committee 
member, said there is “no logic or 
reason” in Office of Price Adminis- 
tration efforts to control .items “for 
which there is no critical need.” 

He said he would participate in 
an effort to revise the law so as to 
limit controls to foods and “items 
of an essential nature.” 

In the meantime, the OPA said 
that dollar-and-cent community 
price ceilings covering approxi- 
mately 700 food items now are in 
use in 564,000 retail stores, serving 
96 per cent of the Nation’s popula- 
tion. 

Expansion Planned. 
The program will be expanded 

soon, the agency said, to include 
numerous additional kinds of fruits 
and vegetables, the first of which 
were placed under specific ceilings 
only recently. 

"These community price ceilings,” 
Price Administrator Chester Bowles 
said in a statement, “are an essential 
part of OPA’s policy of making price 
control as simple as possible for both 
buyers and sellers.” 

He commended the work of OPA 
price-panel assistants in carrying 
out the community ceiling program, 
declaring that in February 59,971 
volunteer workers visited nearly 
300,000 retail stores to furnish in- 
formation about price schedules. 

Johnston to Testify. 
The community price lists are 

established by OPA district offices, 
which consult with local trade com- 
mittees. 

Chairman Wagner of the Bank- 
ing Committee said the group, driv- 
ing ahead with the hope of conclud- 
ing hearings by April 7, would hear 
Eric Johnston, president of the 
United States Chamber of Com- 
merce next week. 

He said the committee also hopes 
to hear from Chairman Donald M. 
Nelson of the War Production 
Board, Stabilization Director Fred 
Vinson, the Mayors of a number of 
cities and a group of beef cattle 
men. 

Chairman William H. Davis of the 
War Labor Board testified yesterday 

that the board intend* to adhere 
firmly to the "Little Steel” formula 
unless Congress becomes convinced 
it causes “gross inequities and in-1 
Justice." 

Mr. Davis emphasized, however, 
that this measuring rod for allow- 
able wage Increases would have to 
be discarded if Congress abolishes 
consumer food subsidies. 

“We couldn't hold present wage 
scales,” he added. 

The formula is under attack by 
labor unions. Originated by the 
board, it has been incorporated into 
an executive order by President 
Roosevelt and the board has no 
authority to change it. The board 
could, however, recommend a 
change, and Mr. Davis told the 
Senate comiftittee that if he be- 
comes convinced the formula causes 
injustices to workers, "Im going 
to say so.” 

Japs to Utilize Comics 
To Aid Fighting Spirit 
By the Associated '>res«. 

NEW YORK, Mar. 24.—The "prop- 
aganda and enlightenment power" of 
Japanese comic strips will be “util- 
ized in bolstering the fighting spirit," 
a Tokio broadcast said today. 

The Tojo government will set up a 
"Greater East Asia Comic Strip 
Study Society" for this purpose. 
"With its formation, a large drive to 
crush and bring the enemy, the 
United States and Britain, to their 
knees will commence," said the 
broadcast, as reported bv United 
States Government monitors. 

Bengal Famine Deaths 
Put at Nearly 700,000 
By the Associated Pretc. 

LONDON, Mar. 24.—Deaths from 
all recorded causes in the Indian 
province of Bengal last year totaled 
1,873,749—688,846 over the average 
for the previous five years—and this 
Increase ‘Youghly represented the 
number of deaths due to starvation 
and malnutrition" and like causes in 
the Bengal famine, Commons was 
told yesterday. 

Lt. J. W. Burk, Sculler, 
Awarded Navy Cross 
Br the At*ocl*ted Press. 

BRIDOEBORO, N. J Mar. 24.— 
Lt. (j. g.» Joseph W. Burk, USNR, 
former University of Pennsylvania 
athlete and retired world’s amateur 
sculling champion, has oecn award- 
ed the Navy Cross for his exploits as 
a P-T boat commander in the South 
Pacific. 

The citation, received by his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Burk, and 
signed by Vice Admiral T. C. Kin- 
caid. praises Lt. Burk for ’’making 
combat patrols courageously and 
aggressively,” and particularly in 
the destruction of enemy barges 
time and again in the face of heavy 
and accurate fire from shore em- 
placements.” 

A dispatch in January named Lt. 
Bulk as top barge-hunter in the 
Southwest Pacific, with 13 to his 
credit. His brother, Jin., also is a 
P-T boat commander. 

Nazi Ammunition Plant 
Reported Razed in Raid 
By the Associated Press. 

STOCKHOLM. • Mar. 24. — A 
Swedish traveler returned from 
Germany said yesterday a Nazi am- 
munition factory at Gablenberg, a 
district of Stuttgart, was blown up 
in the last Allied attack on the 
capital of Wurttemberg March 
15-16. 

When he left the city March 19 
he said, unverified reports were 
circulating that 2,000 workers died 
in the blast. An airplane factory 
nearby also was destroyed. 

C RECORBS 
[ COLUMBIA. VICTOR DECCA 
i/\ *nd many other kinds 

V BALLARD 
V 1340 G St. N.W, NA. 0414-15 

2 Selectees Get 
$398 Each for 
Week With Navy 

By the Associated Press. 
SOMERVILLE, N. J.. Mar. 34.— 

How two youths received (398 each 
for one week’s service In the Navy 
was revealed yesterday by a Somer- 
set County draft board official who 
would not Identify them or permit 
use of his name. 

Both were drafted and sent to the 
Great Lakes Naval Air Station, only 
to be discharged for poor vision, the 
official said. 

Here is how they figured their 
financial returns fo' the week's 
service: 
One month's pay_(54 
Train fare 44 
Credit, retained clothing..200 
Mustering-out pay. 100 

Total .(398 
——-- 

PL RE-PALATABLE 
WATER 

Free of Harmful 
Chemical*. 

Drink Mountain 
Valley Watar 
From Hot Springs, 
Arkamas. 
A valuable aid to teed 
neaith — a delightful 
drinking water — sold 
continuously In Washing- 
ton for more than 8B 
years. 

Phone for Cm$e 
Today 

Mountain Valley 
Mineral Water 

ME. 1662 90< 12th ST. N.W. 

Go ahead * * * 

set your sights 
• • • 

Ye*, these are expensive suits. But you’ll see no 

fancy price tags on them. What’s more, you needn’t 
wade through a wordy build-up to get the facts. 

Take Rochester needlework. Can you think of anything 
more impressive? Particularly when so much of it is 

done by hand. Take America’s finest woolens. Doesn’t 
that paint the complete picture of distinctive good 

looks, and distinguished service? Take 81 different 
* sizes and builds. Is there any better way of knowing 

you’ll be perfectly fitted? Of course, you might like 
to draw comparisons with your more expensive 

custom-made suits. One look in the mirror will prove 
that only your pocketbook knows the difference. That’s 

why so many men are switching to Bond Executive 

Group Suits. Now’s a good time to join them. 

EXECUTIVE GROUP SUITS ALL BOND TAILORED IN ROCHESTER 

36.50 40.75 

Bond Plant* in Rochwtsr, H Y. and N«w Brunswick, N. J. 
I--- I-». 


