
Weather Forecast 
Pair, warmer: low near 40 tonight. 

Tomorrow fair and colder. 

Temperatures today—Highest, 61, at 
1 p.m.; lowest, 39, at 8 am. Yester- 
day—Highest. 60, at 5:20 p.m.; low- 
est, 45, at 7:55 am. 

_Closing N. Y, Markets—Soles, Page A-9._ 
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1,000 RAF Bombers Blast Berlin 
And KieLDespite Running Battle 
With Fleet of German Fighters 

■.- ♦ --—____ 

2,800 Tons of Bombs 
Hit Nazi Capital; 
73 Planes Lost 

Sir the Associated hress. 

LONDON, Mar. 25.—The majo 
part of 1,000 RAF bomber 
fought through one of the bit 
terest night sky battles of thi 
war last night and dumped 2,801 
tons of bombs on Berlin in thi 
final drive for the complete ob 
literation of the German capital 

Seventy-three British bomber: 
were shot down over Berlin anc 
other targets by large forces o 
German night fighters which thi 
Berlin radio said started attackim 
the mighty RAF armada as ii 
crossed Holland, in the North Sea 
and fought it all the way to thi 
capital. 

Germany claimed 102 bomber; 
were shot down in the long run- 

ning fight which culminated in ar 

hour-long battle over the capital as 
formation after formation roared 
over starting new fires. 

Kiel Also Blasted. 
The British Air Ministry’s report 

said Kiel also had been hit by the 
night raiders "along with other ob- 
Jectfves in Western Germany.” A 
German broadcast said Leipzig and 
Weimer also had been hit, but the 
Air Ministry did not name these as 

targets. 
Last night's bomb load equaled 

the record load loosed over Berlin 
in the RAF raid of February 15, but 
fell short of the all-time mark of 
3.360 tons dumped on Frankfort 
Wednesday. 

As the British armada streamed 
eastward, about 100 German bomb- 
ers broke through London’s aerial 
barrage to blast at the British capi- 
tal’s business properties, dwellings 
and churches with tons of incen- 
diaries in the longest raid in 12 
months. Eleven were shot down. 

"It is clear the British have suf- 
fered one of their heaviest defeats 
in the battle of Berlin,” said a Ger- 
man broadcast describing the sav- 

age attacks of the reawakened Ger- 
man air forcee. 

Last-Ditch Nazi Stand Seen. 
Last night’s loss was the RAP's 

highest in its 16 major assaults on 
the No. 1 German target, but fell six 
short of the record 79 lost in the 
RAF’s January 19 blow at Leipzig. 

The wording of the British com- 

munique—"last night the bomber 
command dispatched over 1.000 air- 
craft. Berlin was the main ob- 
jective”—did not make clear how 
many of the total force struck at 
Berlin itself. 

In the revived German opposition, 
after the beating Hitler’s air forces 
have taken in recent American day- 
light blows, was seen as indication 
that the Germans are undertaking 
a last-ditch stand for the preserva- 
tion of what remains of their capital. 

A comprehensive RAF report on 
Berlin damage only a few days ago 
Indicated that while the once-great 
city has suffered extensive damage 
there still remain a number of major 
objectives to be wrecked. 

An official statement said that of 
eight great Berlin industrial plants 
on the Ministry of Economic War- 
fare's priority list, five have been 
damaged extensively. 

The remaining major targets basi- 
cally are a precision-bombing task 
the forte of the American daylight 
fleet. Flying Fortresses and Libera- 
tors have bitten well into the re- 

maining industries, and last night’s 
heavy blow indicated that the final 
drive against the capital will proceed 
at a pace far overshadowing previous 
attacks. 

The. attacks followed daylight 
blows by United States heavy bomb- 
ers against Frankfurt and Schwein- 
furt and the French airfields of 
Nancy and St. Dizier in the 19th 
mission of the 8th Air Force in 
March, breaking the record of 18 
operations for a month, established 
In February. 

Berlin was attacked by daylight 
Wednesday by a great American ar- 
mada of up to 750 Fortresses and 
Liberators, escorted by around 1,000 
long-range fighters. Hundreds of 
fires were left burning. 

The last big attack in the night 
battle of Berlin took place February 
15—a 2,500-ton assault, the biggest 
single air attack of the war up to 
that time. 

About 500 Oombers and 500 fight- 
ers, including RAF Mustangs, took 
part in yesterday’s daylight raids 
and encountered little opposition. 

lounless, 4 Others 

Get Espionage Terms 
Miss Buchanan-Dineen 
Sentenced to T2 Years 

By the Associated Press. 
DETROIT, Mar. 25.—-Miss Grace 

Buchanan-Dineen, sometimes called 
a “countess,” and four other De- 
troiters who pleaded guilty to con- 

spiracy to violate the wartime 
Espionage Act were sentenced to 
varying prison terms in Federal 
Court today. 

Miss Buchanan-Dineen, called 
leader of the group by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and a Gov- 
ernment witness before the grand 
jury, was sentenced to 12 years. 

Stiflest sentence went to Mrs 
Theresa Behrens, German-Ameri- 
can secretary of the International 
Center of the Detroit YWCA. She 
was sentenced to 20 years’ imprison- 
ment. 

Others sentenced were: Mrs. Em- 
ma Elise Leonhardt, 5 years; her 
husband, Carl John W. Leonhardt, 
10 years, and Walter Joseph Abt 
10 years. 

Sentencing of Mrs. Marianne von 
Moltke, wife of a suspended Ger- 
man-language instructor at Wayne 
University, Detroit, was deferred. 
The United States district attorney’s 
office said she had been making 
additional statements and that in- 
vestigation of the informaion had 
not been completed. 
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Rumanians Woo Turks as Nazis 
Meet Opposition in Balkans 

Bucharest Delegation Reported En Route 
-To Istanbul to Make 'Commercial Pact' 

fc By the Associated Press. 

| LONDON, Mar. 25.—The ex- 

pected arrival of a Rumanian 
delegation in Turkey on a mys- 
tery mission was reported today 

; in an Istanbul dispatch as other 
l advices indicated Hitler was 

meeting widespread opposition 
; in his military occupation of 
Balkan states. 

Writing from Istanbul. Associated 
Press Correspondent William B. 
King said the Rumanians, headed 
by Paul Sterian, secretary general 
of the Rumanian Foreign Office, was 
due there today from Bucharest. 

“The announced purpose of the 
visit is to reach a commercial agree- 
ment with Turkey,” Mr. King said, 
“but in view of the turbulent Balkan 
situation unusual importance is at- 
tached to the mission. It is unlikely 
that routine commercial problems 
would be handled by top Rumanian 
diplomats.” 

(A mobilization of all in- 
spectors, commanders and youths 
undergoing premilitary training 
has been ordered by the Ruma- 
nian general staff, the Bucharest 
radio said today. The broadcast, 
recorded by United States Gov- 
ernment monitors, said the 
youths would assemble at their 
training centers “to carry out 
orders of extreme urgency.”) 

(The Finnish home radio an- 
nounced today that the Ruma- 
nian Legation in Helsinki had 

confirmed “the report that Ger- 
man troops have occupied Ru- 
mania.” The broadcast, reported 
by United States Government 
monitors to the OWI, said ‘‘the 
Legatiop has not heard further 
details.” 

(An Associated Press dispatch 
yesterday from Ankara said the 
Rumanian Embassy there had 
confirmed the German occupa- 
tion.) 
A dispatch from Madrid, mean- 

while, said the Hungarian Legation 
there had announced Hungarian 
Ministers in four of Europe’s neu- 
tral capitals—Madrid, Bern, Stock- 
holm and Lisbon—had taken the 
position of ‘‘not recognizing the 
puppet government set up in Buda- 
pest by Hitler for the Hungarian 
Minister. The action was tanta- 
mount to resigning their posts. 

Although the German armed 
forces now appear in full control of 
both Hungary and Rumania, there 
still has been no fully satisfactory 
word on what is occurring in Bul- 
garia, the third Balkan state said 
to be slated for occupation. 

Rumanians in Turkey said they 
expected pro-Allied elements in the 
Rumanian Army might offer resist- 
ance to the German troops—a move 
which, these sources said, might 
have the assistance of Juliu Maniu, 
elder statesman who retained im- 
portant, positions under the govern- 
ment of Premier Ion Antonescu 
because of his large personal fol- 
lowing. 

Japs’ Indian Invasion 
Meets Stiff Fighting; 
Merrill's Men Gain 

Americans and Chinese 
Occupy Shaduzup in 
Northern Burma 

(Map on Page A-2.) 
By the Associated Prese. 

NEW DELHI, Mar. 25.—Japa- 
nese columns thrusting along 
three invasion roads into India 
are meeting with increasingly 
stiff resistance and encounter- 
ing setbacks, a Southeast Asia 
headquarters communique indi- 
cated today. 

In North Burma Americans and 
Chinese occupied Shaduzup. 45 
miles northwest of Mogaung on the 
Myitkyina-Mandalay Railway. 

An announcement that heavy 
bombers two days ago carried out 
their first low level bombing and 
strafing attack along a section of 
the "Burma-Siam Railway” dis- 
closed that the Japanese have built 
a rail link with their eastern con- 

quest. 
(The Japanese have been re- 

ported making frantic efforts to 
construct a rail line across Thai- 
land (Siam) w’hich would link 
South China Sea ports with 
Burma and permit them to sup- 
ply the Burma front without 
risking the hazards of the sea 
route around Singapore.) 

Steady Advance Reported. 
A communique from Lt. Gen. Jo- 

seph W. Stilwell’s headquarters said 
a steady advance was being made in 
the Mogaung Valley in stiff fighting 
now on its fifth day. The advance 
threatened to cut off the main 
enemy base of Myitkyina in North- 
ern Burma. 

Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten’s 
communique said the Japanese had 
made further progress south of the 
Palei-Tamu road—the southeastern 
approach to Imphal. Manipur state 
capital in India—bur. to the north of 
the road they had been thrown out 
of a position they occupied during 
a strong attack the day before. 

On the northeastern approach stiff 
fighting was reported going on with 
a strong Japanese column in the 
Somra hill tracts, near Ukhrel. 
Some Japanese detachments were 

making further progress and one 
was forced to withdraw. 

British troops to the south of 
Imphal continued to attack Jap- 
anese road blocks that had been 
established across the road to Tid- 

(See BURMA, Page A-2.) 

Nazis Reported Using 
16th Century Tunnels 
To Reinforce Cassino 

Tough Parachutists 
Hold New Zealand 
Troops at Bay 
By LYNN HEINZERLING, 

Associated Press War Correspondent. 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 

Naples, Mar. 25.—Tough German 
parachutists, ordered by their 
commander, Lt. Gen. Richard 
Heindrich, to cling to Cassino at 
all costs and throw the Allies 
out if possible, are holding New 
Zealand troops in tight confines 
in the southern part of the town. 

The Germans have been able to 
get three more tanks into the lobby 
of the Continental Hotel and ap- 
parently are reinforcing their 
troops through secret tunnels, it was 
disclosed. 

One of the tunnels used by the 
Germans was said to extend more 
than 1.000 yards from the abbey 
atop Monastery Hill to the vicinity 
of Castle Hill which the Germans 
have been trying desperately to take 
from New Zealand troops of the 5th 
Army. 

Germans Stab With Tanks. 
German forces ringing the Allied 

Anzio beachhead, meanwhile, stab- 
bed tentatively at the Allied lines 
with tanks. Two of the tanks were 

reported knocked out east of Carro- 
ceto, 21 miles below Rome. Five 
others were unofficially reported 
destroyed west of Cisterna by ar- 
tillery fire. 

Allied heavy bombers attacked 
the rail yards at Rimini and An- 
cona yesterday while medium 
bombers struck at the port of Leg- 
horn and rail facilities, at Orvieto, 
Sulmona and Fano, Allied head- 
quarters announced. 

Eleven Allied planes failed to re- 
turn from the day’s operations as 
against the 20 German craft de- 
stroyed. 

Beachhead Areas Shelled. 
The Germans maintained heavy 

shelling of the Anzio and Nettuno 
beachhead areas and there were also 
scattered patrol clashes. 

Allied big guns supported tanks in 
the slugging match with German 
armor in the vicinity of both the 
Continental Hotel and the Hotel des 
Roses in Cassino. Both sides main- 
tained almost continual shellfire, 
harassing rear areas as well as the 
battle front. 

The measure of the difficult situa- 
(See ITALY, Page A-4.) 

Burglars Steal 800-Pound Safe 
With $10,600 in Cash, Bonds 

Safe crackers who entered the 
Potomac Grill at 917 Eleventh 
street S.E. through a rear ex- 
haust vent, early today hauled 
away an 800-pound safe con- 

taining $2,600 in cash and $8,000 
in War Bonds, Edmund A. Fair- 
all of 743 Twelfth street S.E., 
owner, reported to police. 

Police, meanwhile, recovered part 
of 50 cases of whisky stolen from 
John W. Nesline's restaurant at 2314 
Pennsylvania avenue S.E., after a 
chase by automobile and on foot 
through the Southeast section. Two 
men, transporting the liquor in a 
stolen car, escaped in a flight 
through back yards after a police 
scout car trailed the car into an 
alley. 

The safe-crackers, possibly mem- 
bers of the same gang that last week 
pulled two successful robberies at 
the Carpel. Co., on Queens Chapel 
road N.E., scooped $24 out of the 
cash drawer at the Potomac Grill 
and also took a wrist watch, but 
apparently ignored food and liquor 
supplies. The War Bonds were in 

f- L 

denominations of $500 and $1,000 
and were listed in either Mr. Fair- 
airs name or that of his wife, Mrs. 
Harriet J. Fairall. 

Police, who have been hounded 
by safe-crackers during the last 
eight months, found a searchlight 
and putty knife apparently used by 
the intruders in a nearby yard. 
They believe they were discarded 
by the thieves in their haste to 
make a getaway. The safe was 22 
inches deep, 34 inches high and 
about 2 feet wide. 

The car in which the stolen whisky 
was being transported was reported 
stolen last Wednesday from Mrs. 
Harry Hurtt, 1765 R street N.W. 
It was spotted early today by 
Policemen Eugene L. Hummer and 
John E. Burton while cruising in 
a scout car at Eleventh and East 
Capitol streets. They pursued the 
car at a 40-mile-an-hour clip 
through rush-hour traffic to the 
alley where the men escaped. 

In the car the policemen found 
243 bottles of assorted whiskies 
bearing the tax stamp of Neallne’s 
restaurant 

% 

Reds Smash On 
In Exploiting 
Tarnopol Gains 

Attempting to Push 
Germans Back to 

Carpathian Barrier 
By the Associated Press. 

MOSCOW, Mar. 25.—Striking 
in its white-hot hour of victory, 
the Red Army was reported to- 
day to be exploiting its broad 
Tarnopol break-through in the 
southeastern corner of Old Po- 
land into a full-scale smash to 
fling the Germans back past 
Czernowitz to the Carpathian 
barrier. 

Pravda said that the mighty 
thrust between Tarnopol and Pros- 
kurov was gaining momentum. This 
terrain consists of a rising slopeland 
where the Russians already were 
within sight of the distant peaks 
of the mountain range which cuts 
like a sickle through Rumania. 

(A Berlin broadcast said today 
nth at “the battle in the Tarno- 
pol-Proskurov area is raging with 
unabated fury, with the Rus- 
sians hurling all available forces 
into the attack.”) 

Tarnopol-Lwow Railway Cot. 
While Marshal Gregory K. Zhu- 

kov’s Tamopol drive cut the Tar- 
nopol-Lwow railway and knifed 
closer to the Lwow-Czernowitz trunk 
line, capture of Byeltsi, traffic con- 
trol point for Northern Moldavia, 
appeared to be a matter of hours, 
front dispatches said. It* fall would 
give the Russians virtual control of 
a 200-mile long stretch of the east- 
ern bank of the Dniester River. The 
Red Army force here would then 
be in a position to go smashing 
down on Galatz and the Danube 
Valley on the exposed side of the 
mountain barrier. Kishinev, capital 
of Moldavia, lies 80 miles south of 
this developing offensive in the 
path of any drive in this direction. 

Following the great advances of 
Marshal Ivan S. Konev's 2d 
Ukrainian Army through the rolling 
hills of wheat and the vineyard 
country of the Moldavian Republic, 
his advanced units have reached 
some elevated points where the 
towering foothills on the Rumanian 
side of the Prut River were in plain 
sight. They were pushing along the high road leading over the 
Carpathian foothills from captured Sekurenl to Caemowitz, while 6 
miles to the south other units ad- 
vanced rapidly along the road from 
Oknltsa to Trinka, dispatches said. 

Front dispatches to Red Star said 
Zhukov’s army cut the German 
front to pieces in its 82-mile, four- 
day advance, but that separated 
enemy groups were offering stiff 
resistance. 

Battling in Proskurov Streets. 
Stressing the prevalence of deep 

clinging mud on all parts of the 
Ukrainian front, the army news- 
paper’s dispatch added: 

“Experience here proves that vic- 
tory in on the side that holds the 
roads.” 

Proskurov and Tamopol. other 
dispatches added, appeared about to 
follow the fate of the Bug River 
town of Voznesensk and fall to quick 
storming assaults by Zhukov’s shock 
troops. The Russians are battling in the streets of Proskurov while 
German communications out of be- 
sieged Tarnopol are reported to 
have been all but wiped out. 

The big Dniester River city of 
Kamanets Podolsk, between Pros- 
kurov and Czemowitz likewise is in 
the path of the Russian steamroller 
and the whole German-Rumanian 
position in the extreme south ap- 
pears to be rapidly collapsing, dis- 
patches said. 

Units of Gen. Rodion Y. Malinov- 
sky’s army were said to be pushing 
into the suburbs of Nikolaev, great 
Black Sea port on the southeastern 
end of the front while battering 
away at the stiffening resistance of 
German troops holding the south- 
ern sector of the Odessa-Lwow rail- 
way. 

3 Die Near Vesuvius, 
Lava Flow Subsides 

Refugees Start Drifting 
Back as Threats Fade 

SOLDIERS SEE VESUVIUS, re- 
enact Pompeii tragedy. Page A-* 

By the Associated Press. 

NAPLES, Mar. 25.—A roof col- 
lapsing from the weight of ashes 
from Mount Vesuvius, killed three 
persons in the village of Cervino on 
the volcano’s eastern slope last night. 

The volcano sent still more vol- 
canic dust into the sky today, but 
the threat of further destruction 
to nearby villages seemed ended as 
the lava flows virtually stopped. 

All the flows which had been de- 
stroying dwellings, growing crops 
and forest planting came to a stand- 
still last night, Allied Military Gov- 
ernment officials reported. Thou- 
sands of refugees evacuated from 
Cercola and other communities 
started to drift back to their homes. 

Officials estimated that about 
3,200 persons remained homeless in 
the twin villages of San Sebastiano 
and Massa di Somma. 

Last night’s fatalities brought to 
five the total of deaths reported in 
the greatest eruption of the volcano 
since 1872, 

A United States officer said the 
roofs of 15 houses in the region 
east of Vesuvius had fallen in under 
the weight of a 4-inch blanket of 
ashes. 

Unofficial estimates of the damage 
caused by the eruption ranged from 
$5,000,000 to $10,000,000. 

Allied authorities said they were 
recruiting Italian laborers to clear 
the roofs and streets. American 
Army engineers were using bull- 
dozers to clear highways so stalled 
traffic coilld move. 

With fields and pastures thickly 
covered by the ash, authorities were 
rushing food for livestock as well aa 
inhabitants in the stricken area. 
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U. S. Foreign Policy 
Grows in Importance 
As Campaign Issue 

4 

Republican Legislators 
And Dewey Assail 
Lack of Blueprint 

DEWEY CHARGES New Deal with 
deliberate news suppression. Story 
on page A-2. 

American foreign policy to- 
day appeared likely to become a 
cardinal issue in this year’s 
presidential campaign as Repub- 
licans at the Capitol and Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey of New York 
charged the Nation lacks a clear 
blueprint of procedure in meet- 
ing the dynamic political issues 
facing it at this stage of the war. 

Although Secretary of State Hull 
yesterday spent two-and-a-half 
hours with 24 "freshmen” Repub- 
lican members of the House answer- 
ing questions about his policies, the 
conference did little to subdue their 
criticisms. Representative Luce, 

Hull Calls Reports 
Of Conference With 
Legislators 'Garbled' 
By the Auoeieted Preu. 

Secretary of State Hull com- 

plained today that "garbled and 
inaccurate” accounts were re- 
leased of his confidential con- 
ference with first-term Repub- 
lican Representatives yesterday 
an foreign policy. 

“As is usual when a few peo- 
ple get to talking about an off- 
the-record discussion, second- 
hand accounts are garbled and 
inaccurate in important re- 

spects, as in this case,” Mr. Hull 
said. 

Twenty- four Republicans 
spent over two hours with Mr. 
Hull yesterday discussing Amer- 
ican foregin policy. 

Republican, of Connecticut, one of 
the most outspoken members of the 
group, emerged from her talk with 
Secretary Hull to say: 

“Silence is still the settled policy 
of our State Department.” 

President Issues Statement. 
Earlier, President Roosevelt, at 

his press conference, in making 
public a statement on the European 
refugee problem, referred sarcastic- 
ally to persons who went around 
asking bell-hops what our foreign 
policy is, adding that we had one, 
even if some citizens didn’t know 
it. He cited part of tne declaration 
as a clear-cut example of America's 
stand in world affairs. 

Gov. Dewey in a radio address 
from New York declared that the 
American people know “far too lit- 
tle about our own foreign policies 
and practically nothing about our 

diplomatic commitments.” 
Representatives who attended the 

State Department conference—de- 
scribed by Secretary Hull as mutual- 
ly helpful—said that he gave them 
the following .factual information: 

1. Secretary Hull has drawn up a 

policy for dealing with Germany 
after the war ends which is as spe- 
cific as that adopted toward Japan 
at the Cairo conference. 

2. Official discussion of the plan 
was ruled out at the Moscow confer- 
ence among Mr. Hull, Soviet Foreign 
Commissar V. M. Molotov and Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary Anthony 
Eden. But he showed it Informally 
to the two ministers. Mr. Eden said 
the plan was good in some respects; 
Mr. Molotov said it was “pretty 
good.” 

Defends Red Terms to Finns. 
3. The United States believes the 

Russian peace offer to Finland is 
fair, and has urged Finland to ac- 
cept it. 

4. The United States wants to lib- 
erate .the peoples of the Balkans, 
then allow them to choose their own 
form of government. 

5. Great Britain and Russia are at 
odds regarding settlement of the 
Polish border question, and the 
United States is adopting the role 
of peacemaker. 

6. No concern is felt in Washing- 
ton over Russia’s formal recognition 
of the Badogllo regime in Italy. 

Despite these affirmations, the 
general tone of comment by the 
House members implied that they 
had not learned as much as they 
had hoped to know. Typical com- 
ment follows: 

Representative Auchincloss, Re- 
publican, of New Jersey: "I cant 
('See *OMKIW POLICY, Pace A-2.) 

Cherry Blossoms 
Expected April 5 
After Warm Spell 
Washington should get its first 

glimpse of the Oriental cherry tree 
blossoms around the Tidal Basin by 
April 5, and they should be in full 
bloom for the Easter week end. Irv- 
ing C. Root, superintendent of the 
National Capital Parks, predicted 
today. 

While the Weather Bureau would 
venture no prediction as to the 
blooms, the forecaster said that after 
a slightly cooler week end and Mon- 
day, the temperature was due to tise 
next week, encouraging the blos- 
soms. 

A high temperature of 68 degrees 
was foreseen for this afternoon. The 
thermometer is expected to drop to 
40 tonight, and tomorrow will be 
cooler than today, though fair. A 
slight frost was foreseen for Mon- 
day morning. But after this brief 
dip, the thermometer is expected to 
rise again, and warm weather will 
continue during the rest of next 
week. 

14 Believed Killed 
By Mine Explosion 
In West Virginia 

15th Man Missing; 
Fire Rages 3,000 Feet 
Below Surface 

By th« Associated Press. 

SHINNSTON, W. Va., Mar. 
25.—Hope was abandoned today 
for 14 men known to be trapped 
in the Katherine No. 4 coal mine, 
where a raging fire 3.000 feet 
underground halted efforts to 
reach the scene. 

A 15th man was unaccounted for, 
but officials were uncertain whether 
he was a member of the crew which 
entered the mine last night in an 

attempt to quench the fire. 
The blast wrecked the mine venti- 

lating system and rescue crews 
stood by helplessly until repairs 
could be made. One estimate was 
it would be late today or tonight 
before the fans would be working. 

Meanwhile, all indications were 
that the fire was making unchecked 
headway and that crews would find 
an inferno when they did get in. 

The Katherine Coal Co., which 
opened its fourth operation in the 
Clarksburg field less than six months 
ago, issued a casualty list of 14 
known to have been underground 
when the blast occurred. 

Officials added that a 15th man. 
who was identified as John Chaney 
or Senchina, was unaccounted for. 

The fire broke out last night near 
the end of the 3,000-foot slope, and 
the entire working crew of 75 was 
ordered to the surface. A fire-fight- 
ing company was organized and sent 
back inside. 

When the explosion rocked the 
mine, flames leaped from the mouth 
in such volume that two auto- 
mobiles parked nearby were set 
afire. 

Mine Supt. John Hogue identified 
the trapped men as John Spiker, 
crew foreman; Harold McCormick, 
John Cromer, Charles Miller, Dan 
Drummond, Gracen Schoolcraft, 
Noel Helms, C. M. Wagner, Oscar 
Felix, George Shawhan, Junior 
Stout, Ray Varnett, Glenn Ashcraft 
and Hartsel Cutlip. Their home ad- 
dresses were not immediately avail- 
able. 

Nazi Envoys' Role Bared 
In Graf Spee Escapes 
Bt the Aseocieted Presi. 

BUENOS AIRES, Mar. 25.—The 
German Embassy aided in the es- 

cape to Germany of members of the 
interned crew of the pocket battle- 
ship Graf Spee, federal jfclice de- 
clared last night, adding that prool 
had been uncovered. 

A government communique said 
new arrests have resulted from con- 
tinued investigation of Axis es- 

pionage in Argentina and that prool 
of the part German news agencies 
had played in aiding the spy ring 
has been found, 

Berlin Claims Sofia Attacked 
LONDON, Mar. 25 UP).—A DNB 

announcement from Berlin today 
said Allied aircraft “made terror 
attacks” on Sofia, capital of Bul- 
garia, yesterday. There has. beep 
no announcement of an attack oh 
Sofia from Allied sources. 

Red Cross Donations 
Now Total $1,651,004; 
Volunteers Hold Rally 

Latest Report Shows 
Drive Has Attained 
62% of Objective 

Contributions to the current 
Red Cross campaign today to- 
taled $1,651,004, or 62 per cent o? 
the $2,665,000 goal, following 
late reports from units of the 
general business and govern- 
mental divisions. 

Meanwhile, some 1,500 volunteer 
booth workers in the drive, who will 
man their stations Monday, met to- 
day at the United States Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Greek Independence Day. 
Guest speakers at today's rally 

included Mary K. Browne, former 
golf and tennis star, who recently 
returned from the Pacific, where she 
served as Red Cross canteen service 
supervisor; Sergt. John Gardner 
one-time German prisoner of war 
and Corpl. Herbert Brasington. re- 

cipient of the Red Cross blood 
plasma in North Africa. 

Today has also been designated 
as National Greek Day in observ- 
ance of Greek Independence Day. 
Pour Greek restaurants under the 
Hellenic Committe of the general 
business division will contribute 
their entire proceeds for the day to 
the Red Cross. They are James 
Chaconas, 821 H street N.E.; Nich- 
olas Chaconas, 1733 G street N.W.; 
Garvin’s Grill, 2619 Connecticut ave- 
nue N.W., and the Crystal Citv, 1647 
Twentieth street N.W. 

In addition. James Nickas, pro- 
prietor of a store at 1353 Wisconsin 
avenue N.W., will contribute the en- 
tire proceeds for yesterday and to- 
day from the popcorn machines in 
his store to the drive. The Hellenic 
Committee, under the chairmanship 
of Peter Sintetos, has a quota of 
$10,134. 

Divisions Chiefs Report. 
Samuel H. Kauffmann, chairman 

of the general business division, yes- 
terday reported an additional $51,- 
685 for his unit, bringing the total 
to date to $518,127 or 79 41 per cent 
of the quota. 

Reporting for the Government 
division, Ernest G. Drap>er, chair- 
man, announced that his group had 
collected an additional $106,620 from 
27,346 donors, bringing the total to 
$621,480 or 56.20 per cent of the 
goal, an increase of 10 per cent since 
the last meeting Tuesday. 

Supreme Court Justice Jackson 
yesterday told campaign workers 
that the question asked him most 
concerning the Red Cross war. 

"Why. after all, should we have the 
Red Cross to do things which could 
be done by the Government? 

mere is an aoundant pool of 
good will among the people of this 
country and they want to express 
themselves over and above the thing 
the law requires, the feeling in their 
hearts that they want to do some- 
thing voluntary. If the Red Cross 
seeks to express for them the kind 
of thing in their hearts, they will 
respond.” 

Assistant Secretary of War John 
J. McCloy will be the guest speaker 
at the next meeting of the general 
business and Government divisions 
on Tuesday. Residential, city and 
nearby Maryland and Virginia area 
divisions will make their next re- 
port at the luncheon meeting Mon- 
day at the Chamber of Commerce 

Congress Recess Is Set 
Tentatively for March 30 

Senate Majority Leader Barkley 
said today a tentative agreement 
had been reached between Senate 
and House for an Easter recess from 
March 30 to April 12. 

Senator Barkley told reporters 
that both chambers were sufficiently 
caught up on their legislative sched- 
ules to permit the two-week holiday 
Some members, particularly those 
who are campaigning for re-election 
already have gone home. 

85,000 British Miners 
Idle Despite Agreement 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Mar. 25.—Some 60.000 
coal miners stayed away from pits 
in the Yorkshire area today and 
another 25,000 were still out in the 
Doncaster area despite an an- 
nouncement last night that mine 
owners* had agreed to adjust wages 
of skilled workers. 

The president of the Yorkshire 
Mine Owners’ Association expressed 
confidence, however, that a final 
settlement would be reached tonight. 

U.S. Speeds Plan 
For Draff of 
Men Under 26 

Immediate Tests 
Ordered for Deferred 
Industry Workers 

The Government today had In 
operation its new machinery to 
move from factory to battle lines 
as many men under 26 as pos- 
sible and still retain in industry 
the irreplaceable young men to 
produce the weapons considered 
most urgent in winning the war. 

The long battle over methods of 
selecting the few young industrial 
experts to be deferred ended in a 
compromise with the formation of a 
top interagency selection commit- 
tee. Shortly afterward, selective 
service ordered immediate preinduc- 
tion physical examinations for all 
under 26. At the same time, it post- 
poned consideration of older men 
deferred in order to meet the Army 's 
demand for young fighters. 

A dozen Government heads of war 
programs to be given preference in 
deferment of a few of their tech- 
nical and highly skilled young men 
were hurriedly preparing lists of the 
“irreplaceables,” for submission to 
selective service, then to the com- 
mittee. Selective Service Dirctor 
Lewis B. Hershey gave program 
heads the right to make deferment 
recommendations directly to his of- 
fice until the more elaborate ma- 
chinery through the committee is 
functioning. 

-May Add Four Industries. 
While final determination of in- 

dustries and plants to receive pref- 
erential draft treatment will be 
made by the new committee. It 
was held certain the list whl include 
the eight strictly production pro- 
grams already specified as most im- 
portant by WPB and the armed 
services, plus transportation, min- 
ing, logging and possibly food proc- 
essing. Agreement has been reached 
for inclusion in the plan of at least 
a portion of those industries. 

The two developments—swifter 
drafting of younger men for com- 
bat and a single interagency com- 
mittee to help choose the relatively few who will not be taken—put 
some order in the overall situation 
after a week of confusion. 

To youths 18 through 25 holding 
non-agricultural job deferments— 
there were 365,000 at the last count 
—the new draft regulations mean: 

1. They will be called for pre- 
induction physicals right away. This 
may be done without taking them 
out of 2-A or 2-B. The purpose, 
Gen. Hershey said, is “to accelerate 
the processing for induction of those 
who will become available for mili- 
tary service, and to provide the 

4,000 Men Here 
Affected by New 
Manpower Setup 

About 4.000 District men be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 26 are 
affected by the new manpower 
agreement. District selective 
service said today. 

They include deferred men 
at the Naval Research Labora- 
tory. the Navy Yard, Naval 
Ordnance Laboratory, Bureau 
of Standards, Weather Bureau, 
Pennsylvania Central Airline*, 
Southern Railroads and those 
registered here but working in 
war production plants in other 
areas. 

District headquarters said the 
first men in this group would 
be sent to Fort Myer for their 
preinduction physical examin- 
ation about April 1. They will 
be in addition to those original- 
ly scheduled to take this ex- 
amination in the coming 
month. 

■ » 
director and employers with infor- 
mation regarding those who are not 
acceptable for military service.” 

2. Their classifications will be re- 
considered faster than before be- 
cause Gen. Hershey ordered a halt 
to reconsideration of men 26 and 
over, until each local board has gone 
through its list of younger men. 
This policy applies to all men with 
occupational deferments, including 
farm, and also to those still in 3-A 
by reason of dependency. 

Deferments Canceled. 
3. The expiration dates of their 

deferments no longer have any 
meaning. If a local board gets 
around to John Brown, in 2-A, and 
decides he ought to be in 1-A, he 

(See MANPOWER, Page A-4.) 

Three Hurt as Fire 
Destroys Residence 

Sailor Is Injured in 
Leap From Window 

Navy Photographer's Mate Charles 
Wakeman received a broken ankls 
and Pfc. R. J. Ward and his wife, 
Mrs. Marie Ward, were slightly 
burned early today when flames 
swept a two-story brick house at 
1700 L street N.E. 

Mr. Wakeman. a roomer, was 
asleep in the rear of the two-bed- 
room house when the fire broke out. 
He was injured when he leaped from 
a second-floor Window into the rear 
yard. He was removed to the Naval 
Hospital at Bethesda, Md. 

Pvt. Ward, a soldier from Fort 
Meade, Md., on furlough, discovered 
the blaze about 2:30 a m. when he 
and his wife returned from visiting 
relatives. He said the fire appar- 
ently started in the second-floor 
hallway. 

One fireman. Pvt. Brent A. 
Turner, received lacerated Angers 
and was treated at the scene. 

Mrs. Ward was removed to Cas- 
ualty Hospital in the Fire Depart- 
ment ambulance and discharged 
after being treated for first-degrea 
burns. Pvt. Ward refused treat- 
ment for slight burns and lacera- 
tions on the palms of his hand* 


