
Weather Forecast 
Pair, continued cool today; low near 34 

tonight. Tomorrow fair, warmer. 

Temperatures today—Highest, 48. at 
1:30 p.m.; lowest, 37, at 8 a.m. Yester- 
day—Highest, 53, at 5:20 p.m.; lowest, 
41, at 4:10 a.m. 

Lota New York Markets, Poge A-13. 
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Japs Give Up Coal and Oil Leases 
To Russia; Pacific Setback Seen; 
British Surrender Base in Burma 

Wells, Mines on 

Sakhalin Island 
Return to Soviet 

By EDDY GILMORE, 
Associated Press Foreign Correspondent. 

MOSCOW, Mar. 31.—The Jap- 
anese government today re- 
ceived a staggering blow from 
the west when the Soviet gov- 
ernment announced it had 
signed a protocol under which 
Tokio agreed to surrender her 
oil and coal leases on Northern 
Sakhalin Island in the Pacific. 

The Russians contracted to fur- 
nish Japan with 50.000 tons of oil 
a year for five years beginning after 
the war. 

Russia agreed to pay Japan 
5,000.000 rubles (about $950,000) and 
to allow Japan free export of stored 
oil and coal in the concession terri- 
tory. Japan agreed to hand over to 
Russia all property belonging to 
Japanese concessionaires including 

Arrow indicates Sakhalin 
Island, where Japan has sur- 

rendered oil and coal leases to 
Russia. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

oil wells, other equipment, material 
and food. 

Immediate Return Provided For. 
The oil and coal leases on North 

Sakhalin Island were to have ex- 
tended until 1970. Under the pro* 
tocol, Tokio is forced to reduce by 
26 years its concessions to these 
vital materials of war and return 
the wells and coal mines immedi- 
ately to the Soviet Union. 

Japan owns the southern half of 
Sakhalin Island and Russia owns 
the northern half. 

Only last night the Russians an- 
nounced renewal of an agreement 
granting Japan fishing privileges in 
Far Eastern waters for five more 
years. The fisheries pact renewal is 
based on the 1941 neutrality treaty 
under which Russia and Japan have 
remained at peace. 

(A Moscow broadcast heard by 
the Federal Communications 
Commission said “essential 
amendments were made in the 
new fishing agreement before it 
was signed. It quoted Izvestia, 
the government newspaper, as 
saying the agreements “bear wit- 
ness of the strengthening inter- 
national position of the Soviet 
Union as well as to the correct- 
ness of the Soviet foreign policy, 
fully taking into account the spe- 
cial conditions created in the 
Pacific for our Allies.” 

(Tokio radio, discussing the 
agreements, said that “long- 
pending matters that had been 
constant problems between our 
nation and the Soviet Union have 
been solved at one stroke” and 
called them a “definite illustra- 
tion that the neutrality pact is 
rigidly maintained between Japan 
and the Soviets.” 

(“It also proves,” Tokio as- 
serted, “that the relationship be- 
tween Japan and the Soviet 
Union is always secure and sta- 
bilized.) 

Official Announcement. 
The oil and coal rights were yield- 

ed to Japan in 1925 for a 45-year 
period. Th^ official announcement 
of the protocol said: 

“In the spring of 1941 during ne- 

gotiations on the conclusion of the 
Soviet-Japanese neutrality pact, the 
Soviet government raised the ques- 
tion of tliquidation of the above 
mentioned concessions. Simultane- 
ously with the signature of the neu- 
trality pact on April 13, 1941, the 
Japanese Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, Matsuoka. gave a written prom- 
ise to the Soviet government to solve 
the question about the liquidation 
of concessions in Northern Sakhalin. 
The promise was confirmed in May, 
1941, by the Japanese Ambassador, 
Tatekava. The Japanese promised 
to solve the question no later than 
six months after the signature of 
the neutrality pact. This pledge was 
not fulfilled by the Japanese side. 
As a result of this present agree- 
ment, the Japanese concessions in 
Northern Sakhalin are ended 26 
years before the fixed term.” 

(London interpreted the agree- 
ment as a clear-cut diplomatic 
victory in which the Soviets had 
driven a hard bargain. The Brit- 
ish capital called it a possible 
sign of Japanese weakness. As- 
sociated Press Correspondent 
Henry C. Cassidy breadcast over 
NBC from Moscow that “the 
Soviet Union has won a clearcut, 
bloodless diplomatic victory in 
the Pacific.” 

(Sakhalin was estimated in 
1925 to be capable of supplying 
half the Japanese Navy with oil, 
and the Japanese Diet voted a 

3.000,000-yen subsidy to exploit 
the concession. 

(In 1939, however, Vice Ad- 
miral Masazo Sakonjl, president 
(See CONCESSIONS, Page A-5.) 

RAF Suffers Heaviest Losses 
In 1,000-Plane Nuernberg Raid 

96 Aircraft Downed for Record Toll 
In Attack on Transportation Center 

By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Mar. 31.—A great 
armada of RAF bombers, num- 

bering probably more than 1,000, 
smashed at the Southern Ger- 
man transport center and Nazi 
Congress city of Nuernberg and 
other points in the Reich last 
night at a cost of 96 planes— 
presumably bombers—the heavi- 
est toll ever taken of an Allied 
air fleet in a single operation. 

The record loss was announced 
just as the entire German net- 
work with the exception of Vienna 
in old Austria shut down this morn- 

ing shortly after the warning that 
"enemy planes are approaching.” 

The first German warnings said 
the daylight raiders were over Hes- 
sen-Nassau Province in Prussia. 

17th Operation of Month. 
The RAF's announced loss, which 

contrasted to German claims of 
having inflicted the greatest defeat 
of the war on the British Air Force 
with the shooting down of 132 four- 
engined bombers, was incurred in 
the 17th heavy bomber operation 

in March by the British sky fleet. 
The previous record was set Feb- 

bruary 19, when the RAF lost 79 
planes In a raid on Leipzig. 

The attack on Nuernberg—the 
scene of Adolf Hitler's prewar Nazi 
party rallies and the peacetime cen- 
ter of the toy Industry—w’as the 
ninth of the war on that city. 

It was carried out while British 
Intruders ranged over the continent 
shooting up airfields in France, the 
Low Countries and Germany itself 
and while a small force of German 
raiders was giving London its first 
alert in three nights. 

2,240 Tons Dropped. 
The official description of the 

Nuernberg raid as in "very great 
strength" suggested that in the 
neighborhood of 2.240 tons of bombs 
had fallen on the city where 108 
acres of the built-up area had been 
devastated by previous blows. 

The heaviest previous load for 
that target was 1,680 tons on August 
27, 1943, when the city was last hit 
in force. 

The city is one of the most im- 
portant railway and industrial 

_(See RAIDS. Page A-5.) 

U. S. Warships' Attack 
On Jap Island Near 
Philippines Continues 

Enemy's Naval Units 
Left Palau After Being 
Forewarned of Assault 

By the Associated Press. 

PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Pearl Harbor, Mar. 81.— 
Roaring defiance within 600 
statute miles of the Philippines, 
masses of American warships 
opened the war’s first attack 
Wednesday on the powerful 
Japanese naval base of Palau, 
and enemy naval units there, 
forewarned by planes of the 
armada's approach, deserted the 
ar^. in flight. 

"Our attacks continue,” an- 
nounced Admiral Chester W. Nimitz 
in phraseology recalling first dis- 
closure of the overwhelming two- 
day carrier plane strike February 
16-17 on Truk, 1,175 miles east of 
Palau. 

It seemed likely that this deepest 
penetration on the road back to the 
Philippines was made by aircraft 
carrier task forces at least equal in 
size to those which dealt such, heavy 
plane and naval losses to Japan at 
Truk and, a few. days later, ripped 
part of the air defenses of Saipan, 
Tinian and Guam in the Marianas. 

Attack Made at Dawn. 
Admiral Nimitz’s communique 

yesterday succinctly stated that 
‘strong Pacific Fleet forces, at dawn 
Wednesday, 29th of March (west 
longitude date), initiated attacks on 

Japanese-held Palau Island.” 
His announcement of the Truk 

attack was in similar vein, leaving 
the presumption that the Palau as- 
sault was undertaken by hundreds 
of carrier planes, many of them 
believed operating from new. large 
aircraft carriers. Palau is 1,175 miles 
west of Truk. 

The fact that Japanese warships 
at Palau, at the west end of the 
Carolines, “were observed fleeing the 
area before our units could reach at- 
tack positions” plainly indicated the 
attacking armada’s impressive size. 
At Truk, in the Marianas, and now 
at Palau, the United States Navy 
has moved boldly afar from home 
bases into long fortified nests of the 
enemy, fairly spoiling for a fight 
with Japan's elusive fleet. 

May Have Swung South. 
Admiral Nimitz said Japanese 

search planes from New Guinea 
helped spot the task force's ap- 
proach, which may be taken to 
mean the Navy swung south of the 
Carolines to get at Palau. That 
would put the task forces in waters 
adjacent to the South-Southwest 
Pacific command of Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur. 

The scores of small islands making 
(See PALAU, Page A-5.) 

Late Bulletins 
Baby Broker Bill Passed 

The House today passed and 
sent to the White House legis- 
lation designed to smash the 
“baby broker” racket in the 
District. The bill would li- 
cense and regulate child 
placement agencies and indi- 
viduals. 
(Earlier Story on Page B-l.) 

Reds Capture Ochakov 
LONDON (&).—Red Army 

forces rolling westward along 
the shores of the Black Sea 
have captured Ochakov, 40 
miles east of the former great 
Russian naval base of Odessa, 
Premier Stalin announced to- 
day. Ochakov’s capture rep- 
resents a gain of 32 miles from 
fallen Nikolaev by the 3d 
Ukrainain Army, which forced 
the Bug River estuary south 
of Nikolaev only yesterday. 
(Earlier Story on Page A-3.) 

Nazis Attack Inside 
Cassino After Move 
On Monastery Hill 

Enemy Planes Bomb 
Anzio Hospital Area 
With 65 Casualties 

By the Associated Press. 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 

Naples, Mar. 31.—German troops 
have moved Into two positions 
on Monastery Hill evacuated 
several days ago by Indian and 
New Zealand troops and small 
enemy groups have attacked in- 
sicie Cassino, it was announced 
today, but air operations again 
overshadowed ground activities. 

On the Anzio beachhead. 65 casu- 
alties resulted when German planes 
bombed an Allied hospital area, 
headquarters said. 

German Threats Repulsed. 
Fifth Army forces clinging to po- 

sitions inside battered Cassino re- 

pulsed the new German thrusts 
and inflicted severe losses on the 
attackers, it was anounced. Nazi 
tanks again appeared near the for- 
tified Continental Hotel, but Allied 
artillery immediately brought them 
under heavy fire. 

Artillery alone w'as active In the 
snowbound mountains north of Cas- 
sino. 

(The German communique de- 
clared today that an Allied force 
“encircled southwest of Cassino 
for some considerable time” had 
been annihilated after stubborn 
resistance. The broadcast com- 

munique added that German 
shock troops had captured several 
Allied strongholds in Northern 
Cassino.) 
In the air yesterday an American 

attack on Sofia took the spotlight. 
While Fortresses and Liberators, in 
the greatest force ever sent out by 
the 15th Air Force against a single 
target, attacked railway objectives 
in the Bulgarian capital, other 
bombers spread all over Italy and 
into Yugoslavia. 

The American bombers and their 
escort encountered 40 German 
planes in the Sofia area and shot 
down 13. eight of the total falling 
prey to the fighters. 

Above Cassino the two positions 
reoccupied by the Germans were 
Hills 202 and 146. It was not known 
whether they also sent troops to 
Hangmans Hill higher up the slope 
where Gurkhas were isolated for 
nearly two weeks. 

It was announced that shell frag- 
ments found on the bridgehead have 
been identified tentatively as from 
guns of 280 or 305 millimeter caliber, 
possibly huge Italian guns. 

Headquarters said that beachhead 
forces repulsed two small enemy 
raids on the left flank and Allied 
artillery engaged small enemy forces 
in the vicinity of Carroceto. 

Hospital Area Bombed. 
The German bombs fell in the 

beachhead hospital area at dusk 
Wednesday when Allied planes in- 
tercepted seven attacking planes. 
The German dusk attack followed a 
futile afternoon raid against beach- 

(See ITALY, Page A-5.) 

President Is Improving 
Steadily From Bronchitis 

President Roosevelt is steadily im- 
proving from the attack of bron- 
chitis which has forced him to cur- 
tail his activities for several days, 
Presidential Secretary Stephen T. 
Early said today. 

The Chief Executive remained in 
his study at the White House and 
kept an engagement that was can- 
celed yesterday with Cecil B. de 
Mille, movie producer, who was ac- 
companied by Comdr. Corydon 
Wassell. I 

Mr. de Mille has produced a mo- 
tion picture based on the experi- 
ences of Comdr. Wassell, a chaplain, 
in leading refugees from the Java 
wilderness. 

Enemy Captures 
Tiddim, 100 Miles 
Below Imphal 

By the Associated Press. 
NEW DELHI, Mar. 31.—British 

forces have surrendered Tiddim, 
their forward base in the Chin 
Hills of Burma, 100 miles below 
Imphal, Gen. Sir Claude Auchin- 
lecic, British commander in In- 
dia, told the Indian Legislature 
today. 

The disclosure was made almost 
simultaneously with the announce- 
ment in a communique from Ad- 
miral !x>rd Louis Mountbatten that 
Japanese Jungle parties spread over 
a front of nearly 200 miles were 

persistently probing deeper into 
Eastern India’s defenses and had 
penetrated into the main communi- 
cations of the vital Manipur plain. 

Gen. Auchinleck declared, how- 
ever, that Imphal itself was strongly 
defended and declared such pene- 
tration was not likely to be of major 
importance. 

"I am convinced,” he said, "that 
the security of Assam never has 
been in danger, let alone the secur- 

ity of India.” 
British Forces Joined. 

At the same time he announced 
that British forces fighting their 
way north from Tiddim through 
Japanese road blocks had joined 
other British forces which fought 
their way southward along the road 
from Imphal. 

The Mountbatten communique 
said one raiding party broke 
through to the main road running 
north from Imphal. capital of Mani- 
pur State, to Kohima. 60 miles to 
the north, and, although this party 
was forced away after it had dam- 
aged a bridge and carried out some 
ambushes, still other Japanese were 
able to lay down mortkr fire on the 
■highway. 

Another Japanese infiltration par- 
ty was reported to the north of 
Kohima, striking at the communi- 
cations of that center on the road 
to the Brahmaputra Valley and the 
main Allied supply system. 

Heavy Jap Pressure. 
Japanese pressure, meanwhile, re- 

mained heavy near Palel, 24 miles 
southeast of Imphal, on the Tiddim 
road south of Imphal, in the north- 
ern hill tracts east of Kohima. 

The fighting near Palel apparently 
represented an advance of several 
miles, for the Japanese last were re- 
ported halfway between Palel and 
Tamu on the Burma border, 48 
miles from the Manipur capital. 

The communique said, however, 
that Japanese had been forced to 
scatter into the hills northeast of 
Imphal after a heavy Allied bombing 
and strafing. 

While air-borne commandos again 
carried out a daring strike, raid- 
ing the airfield of Aniskan and de- 
stroyng an aircraft, British and 
American aviators carried out a rec- 
ord series of operations for this 
theater, making 850 sorties and los- 
ing only one plane. 

Threat Minimized. 
The Japanese gains in the border 

area were made despite Gen. Au- 
chinleck's reassuring statement. Gen. 
Auchinleck conceded, however, that 
temporary interruptions of com- 
munications might take place. 

“We cannot stop every Japanese 
thrust as soon as it makes itself 
apparent,” he said. “And it there- 
fore always is possible that some of 
these may succeed in temporarily in- 
terrupting our communications.” 

• The Tokio radio declared the 
Imphal Kohima highway had 
been cut 25 miles north of Im- 
phal. In the southern sectors, pre- 
sumably in Arakan, the radio 
said, the bodies of 2,500 Allied 
soldiers had been picked up when 
the British were forced to adjust 
their lines. Seventy-six prison- 
ers were taken, it was declared, 
while booty included 23 guns and 
150 tanks and armored cars. The 
Japanese admitted 357 casualties 
of their own.) 
In Northern Burma Lt. Gen. Jo- 

seph W. Stilwell’s campaign in the 
Fort Hertz Valley on the Sumpra- 
bum-Myitkyina route progressed to 
the south bank of the Daru River, 
approximately 50 miles north of 
Myitkyina, a main Japanese base. 

The combined force of all-Ameri- 
can Marauders of Brig. Gen. Frank 
Merrill and Chinese holding a road- 
block at Laban in the Mogaung Val- 
ley, 41 airline miles from the Myit- 
kyina railway, killed more than 300 
Japanese attacking both to the north 
and south from their pocket below 
Shaduzup. 

fATTeeio# 

The Burning Deck 

Proposal for Slum 
Clearance by Private 
Builders Offered 

Construction of 23,650 
Housing Units Here in 
Six Years Pledged 

A detailed plan for reclama- 
tion of the District’s slum areas 
by private builders—an alterna- 
tive to the proposed public 
housing program — today was 
presented to the Senate Dis- 
trict Subcommittee investigating 
housing conditions here by Mon- 
roe Warren, a director of the 
Washington Home Builders’ As- 
sociation and chairman of its 
Housing Committee. 

Written commitments from pri- 
vate builders, pledging that they 
will construct 23,650 low-rent hous- 
ing units here within the next six 
years if Mr. Warren's plan is adopt- 
ed, were laid before the subcommit- 
tee by James C. Wilkes, attorney for 
the Home Builders’ Association. 

The builders pledged to construct 
3.950 units during the first year of 
the program and 19,700 units during 
the remaining five years. The num- 
ber of substandard dwellings which 
must be replaced previously has 
been estimated at 20,000 by public 
housing officials. 

Clarence E. Kefauver, president of 
the District Building and Loan 
League, testified that adequate 
financial backing is available to 
carry out the private builders’ pro- 
gram. 

Board is Proposed. 
The plan outlined by Mr. Warren 

calls for creation of a slum clear- 
ance board composed of represent- 
atives of the Federal and District 
governments, white and colored cit- 
izens' groups, and “civic-minded 
business leaders, including a prac- 
tical builder and one person from 
the mortgage or building and loan 
field.'' 

This board would select the slum 
areas to be cleared, buy or condemn 
these properties, and then, tear 
down the slum dwellings. 

The cleared land selected as the 
site of replacement housing then 
would be sold, or leased, for a long 
term on a competitive bid basis, to 
private builders. 

Families unable to pay the rents 
charged for this replacement hous- 
ing would be given relief aid through 
the welfare department of the local 
government. 

Mr. Warren said that under this 
program, private builders will pro- 
duce housing cheaper and quicker 
than public housing agencies. The 
job can be done with private financ- 
ing and no Government financial 
aid will be necessary in connection 
with construction of the buildings, 
he said. He added that under the 
plan, the property would pay full 
real estate taxes to the District 
government. 

Loans Reported Available. 
Mr. Kefauver testified that a 

group of building and loan associa- 
tions representing total resources 
in excess of $100,000,000 is prepared 
to loan money for private slum 

(See HOUSING. Page A-5.) 

350 Woman Federal Workers 
Quarantined by Meningitis 

An “emegency quarantine” against 
possible spread of meningitis has 
been clamped on Louisiana Hall, 
dormitory for about 350 Government 
women workers at Arlington Farms, 
it was learned today. 

The action followed the death of 
one Louisiana Hall girl on Wednes- 
day, and the serious illness of a sec- 
ond, now at Gallinger Hospital. 
Both cases were diagnosed as 

"meningococcus meningitis.” 
The quarantine, imposed by the 

Arlington County Health Depart- 
ment, locked the girls in the dormi- 
tory. Sulfa drugs were being ad- 
ministered to all residents as a pre- 
ventive. 

After conferences today among 
Army, Navy and Public Health Serv- 
ice officials, Arlington County offi- 
cials announced that the quarantine 
will be lifted Monday morning. 

All persons who came in contact 
with the two victims in the War 
Department have been notified and 

will be under a similar quarantine 
in their homes until Monday. They 
also will be advised to take sulfa 
drugs. 

Dr. Ralph G. Beachley, Arlington 
County public health officer, said 
that all precautions were being 
taken, and that the procedure fol- 
lowed Army practice in such cases. 

“We don’t think there is any cause 
for public alarm,’’ he said. 

The dead girl succumbed in an 
ambulance Wednesday while being 
taken from Louisiana, Hall to Gal- 
lingcr Hospital. She was Miss 
Blanche Bernice Friefeld. 17, of 
Long Beach, N. Y., an employe in 
the office of the chief signal officer, 
War Department. 

Miss Friefeld came here to work 
March 4. 

The second girl, now seriously ill 
of meningitis at Gallinger is Miss 
Marion Heartz, 19, of Barre, Vt. Her 
mother, Mrs. B. F. Heartz, is en 

(See QUARANTINE, Page A-5.) 

Six D. C. Area Men Die as British 
Planes Down Ours in Error 

Transport Craft Fired Upon in Atlantic 
By Carrier Fighters Guarding Convoy 
(Picture on Page A-5.) 

Six crew members of an Amer- 
ican transport plane operated by 
the Army Air Forces, all from 
the Washington area, lost their 
lives in the Atlantic this week 
when the plane was shot down 
accidentally by British carrier- 
operated fighters protecting an 
Allied convoy, the War Depart- 
ment and British Admiralty an- 
nounced today. 

The victims were: 
Charles S. Garber, 1164 South 

Thomas street. Arlington, crew cap- 
tain; George Edward Shelton. 5 East 
Monroe avenue. Alexandria, first 
officer; Orville V. Scholtz, Oklahoma 
Building, Beverly Park Gardens 
Alexandria, navigator; Royce Theo- 
dore Welliver, 1728 Abingdon drive 
Alexandria, engineer; Beuford Her- 
man Mann. 403 Garland avenue 

Potomac Park, Md., radio man, and 
Avery Bruce Merritt, McLean, Va„ 
purser. 

British Regret Incident. 
The War Department made the 

announcement after receiving word 
from the British Admiralty, which 
expressed its “regrets” over the 
incident. 

The plane, a four-engine C-54 
was flown by a civilian crew serving 
under the Air Transport Command. 
The ship was loaded with cargo, but 
no passengers were aboard. 

Fighters protecting the convoy, 
mistaking the transport for an en- 
emy plane, attacked the C-54 in the 
vicinity of the convoy route. 

The British report said the fight- 
ers evidently mistook the C-54 for 
a German four-motored bomber, of 
the Focke-Wulf 200 type. No other 
details were obtained. 

Capt. Garber’s wife lives at the 
tSee PLANE, Page A-5.) 

Federal Jury Indicts 
De Lorenzo, Brewster 
Aircraft Union Chief 

False Statements on 

Police Record in Seeking 
Government Job Charged 

By the Associated Pres*. 
NEW YORK. Mar. 31.—Thomas 

De Lorenzo. 35, president of 
Local 365, United Automobile 
Workers (CIO), was indicted to- 
day by a Federal grand jury on 
a charge of making false state- 
ments in an affidavit submitted 
in connection with his appoint- 
ment to the labor panel of the 
War Labor Board. 

The indictment charged that De 
Lorenzo, whose local represents em- 
ployes of the Brewster Aeronautical 
Corp s plant, asserted in an affi- 
davit sworn to April 30. 1943, in con- 
nection with an application for Fed- 
eral employment that he never had 
been arrested or indicted except for 
traffic violations In New York City. 

Thomas F. Murphy, assistant chief 
of the criminal division of the 
United States attorney's office, said 
that De Lorenzo was arrested March 
15, 1933, in New York on a disorderly 
conduct charge; December 16, 1933, 
on a homicide-by-automobile 
charge; July 7, 1941, in Hackensack, 
N. J„ on charges of inciting a riot 
and malicious mischief. 

Mr. Murphy said De Lorenzo was 
indicted on the latter charge. 
_De Lorenzo also was charged in 

'See DE LORENZO. Page A-12.) 

11 Naval Craft 
Are Sunk in 
Mediterranean 

The loss of 11 naval vessels, rang- 
ing from a large minesweeper down 
to a harbor tug, in the Mediter- 
ranean between January 22 and to- 
day was announced by the Navy 
Department this afternoon. Causes 
of the sinkings were not disclosed, 
but was described as “due to a va- 

riety of causes.” 
The losses included one large 

minesweeper, one motor mine- 
sweeper, eight landing craft, the 
types of which were not detailed, 
and one harbor tug. 

The Navy did not make public the 
casualties resulting from the losses. 

The large minesweeper was the 
Portent, commanded by Lt. Howard 
C. Plummer, Beaumont. Tex., who 
was reported safe. The motor 
minesweeper was the YMS-30, com- 
manded by Lt. <j. g.) Thomas E. 
Garner, U. S. N. R., Memphis, Tenn, 
listed as dead. 

The "senior casualty” on the har- 
bor tug, the YT-198, was listed as 
Chief Boatswain's Mate Robey Ben- 
held of Chattanooga, Tenn, who was 
reported wounded. 

The losses announced today bring 
to a total of 158 the number of naval 
vessels of all classes which have 
been lost since Pearl Harbor. 

Red Cross Campaign 
Enters Final Day 
Far Behind Quota 

Last Progress Reports 
And Showing of Film 
Spur Officials' Hopes 

BULLETIN. 
The Red Cross campaign 

officially closed today with the 
District more than $350,000 
behind its $2,665,000 goal. It 
was announced, however, that 
the drive will be continued 
until the goal is reached. Re- 
porting at the last committee 
meeting today. Government 
and general business divi- 
sions announced an addi- 
tional $145,127, bringing the 
over-all total to $2,311,193, or 
86.72 per cent. The general 
business division was the first 
to go over the top with 100.07 
per cent subscribed. 

The District Red Cross cam- 
paign today entered its last day 
with the likelihood it would fall 
short of its goal by several hun- 
dred thousand dollars after gen- 
eral business and Government 
divisions make their final re- 
ports at a noontime luncheon. 
The Capital was more than 
$500,000 behind its $2,665,000 
quota. 

Campaign officials looked forward 
hopefully, however, to the world 
premiere of “The Story of Dr. Was- 
sell” tomorrow night, proceeds of 
which will go to the District fund 
drive. 

The $3,000,000 Paramount tech- 
nicolor film, which depicts the story 
of Dr. Corydon M. Wassell. Navy 
hero who was cited by President 
Roosevelt for rescuing a group of 
wounded men in Java who were be- 
lieved lost from the cruisers Houston 
and Marblehead, stars Gary Cooper 
and will be shown at 8 p.m. at Con- 
stitution Hall. Sponsored by the 
Navy League, the film was produced 
by Cecil B. de Mille, who will be 
present at the premiere. 

Gifts Are Fewer. 
Progress reports today may boost 

the District total to 90 per cent. 
The subscription to date is $2,158,- 
231, 81 per cent of the goal. The 
total number of gifts to date is 
303,060 as compared to more than 
400,000 last year. Individual con- 
tributions have been larger this 
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Allies Pace Air Attacks 
To Red Drive on Balkans 
By the Associated Press. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, Na- 
ples, Mar. 31.—Allied Mediterranean 
air forces now are working in co- 
ordination with the Red Army’s ad- 
vance into the Balkans, it was 
stated today following yesterday’s 
devastating heavy bomber raid on 
Sofia, capital of Bulgaria. 

Roosevelt Fails 
To Sign or Veto 
Service Vote Bill 

Calls Measure Which 
Now Becomes Law 
'Wholly Inadequate' 

By J. A. FOX. 
President Roosevelt today no- 

tified Congress that he would 
permit the service voting bill to 
become law without his signa- 
ture, even though he declared 
that “in my judgment” the 
measure is “wholly inadequate 
to insure to servicemen and 
women, as far as is practically 
feasible, the same opportunity 
which they would have to vote 
if they were at home.” 

The Chief Executive sent a mes- 
sage to Capitol Hill announcing his 
intention to let the controverted 
measure become law at midnight 
tonight. 

In it, he appealed to the States to 
co-operate in making the bill as 

House Finally Votes 
To Recess to April 72 
Beginning Tomorrow 
By the Associated Press. 

An Easter holiday from to- 
morrow until April 12 was voted 
finally by Congress today. 

The House adopted Senate 
amendments shifting the start 
of the recess from yesterday 
until the Saturday date, neces- 
sitated by the service vote sit- 
uation. 

Adoption came after the 
House, with less than 75 mem- 
bers present, heard President 
Roosevelt’s message announc- 

ing that he would permit the 
service vote bill to become law 
without his signature. 

Representatives Rankin, Dem- 
acrot, of Mississippi and Hoff- 
man, Republican, of Michigan 
objected to the recess, but said 
they would not “embarrass” the 
House by raising the point that 
there was no quorum present to 
transact any official business. 

fully effective as its defective pro- 
visions will allow.” 

The measure would let servicemen 
and women overseas vote with Fed- 
eral ballots, but only if they had 
applied for the State ballots by Sep- 
tember 1 and did not receive them 
by October 1. In addition, the Gov- 
ernors of their States would have 
to certify that the ballots were au- 
thorized by State law. 

Amendment Urged. 
The President, in his message, 

urged Congress to amend the act 
right away to authorize all service 
people ‘‘who have not received their 
State ballots by an appropriate date, 
whether or not they have formally 
applied for them, to use the Federal 
ballot without prior express authori- 
zation by the States.” 

He declared that "if the States 
do not accept the Federal ballot, 
that will be their responsibility. 
Under this bill that responsibility 
is shared by the Congress.” 

In a poll of all the Governors, 
Mr. Roosevelt had learned that at 
least 20 States planned to do noth- 
ing about authorizing use of sup- 
plementary Federal ballots, that 19 
would permit their use or probably 
would, and that nine were non- 
committal. 

The President explained that he 
believed that it was within the 
authority of Congress to use its war 

powers "to protect the political 
rights of our servicemen and wom- 
en to vote for Federal officers, as 
well as their civil rights with re- 

spect to their jobs and their homes.” 
Today's message was couched in 

a far more conciliatory vein than 
the one Mr. Roosevelt sent in Janu- 
ary assailing the original “States* 
rights" bill as a “fraud.” 

“Because of the confusing provi- 
sions of the (compromise i bill and 
because of the difficulty of knowing 
just what will be the practical effect 
of the bill in operation, it is impos- 
sible for me to determine whether, 
in fact, more service men and wom- 
en wall be able to vote under the 
new measure than under existing, 
law,” the President wrote. 

O’Mahoney Raps Measure. 
“That determination will largely 

depend upon the extent to which 
the States co-operate to make the 
measure as effective as its provi- 
sions permit. In view of this sit- 
uation, I resolve the doubt in favor 
of the action taken by the Congress 
and am permitting the bill to be- 
come law without my approval.” 

Present law waives registration 
and_poll tax requirements for serv- 

(Continued on PagTA^7ColumnT) 

Treating Shell Shock 
In World War II 

The Army has learned a lot 
about shell shock since the 
last war. Thomas R. Henry, 
Star war correspondent, vis- 
ited the largest American 
service hospital for the treat- 
ment of neuroses in Brit- 
ain. He found Lt. Col. Ernest 
Parsons, late of St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital, surrounded by a 

group of brilliant young psy- 
chiatrists, attacking on an 

“assembly line” pattern the 
mental ills of our troops. Mr. 
Henry has written an enlight- 
ening series of stories about 
the hospital and the “shotgun 
therapy” of these specialists. 
The first appears next Sunday 
in the feature section of 
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