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icemen voting for Federal office. In 
his January message, the President 
said that it had proved wholly In- 
effective in the 1942 congressional 
elections, in which he said only 
28,000 service votes were counted, 
though there were 5,700,000 persons 
in the armed forces. 

Earlier, Chairman O’Mahonev of 
the Democratic Senatorial Cam- 
paign Committee predicted that 
relatively few men overseas would 
get a chance to vote in November. 

Senator O’Mahoney said he did 
not believe the act would facilitate 
service voting to any great extent. 
The Senator said the provision that 
would keep troops in foreign lands 
from applying for a Federal war 
ballot until after October 1 present- 
ed an “insuperable obstacle.” 

Calls Provisions “Confusing.” 
The text of President Roosevelt’s 

message follows: 
To the Congress of the United 

States: 
I am permitting S. 1285, entitled 

“An act to facilitate voting, in time 
of war, by members of the land and 
naval forces, members of the mer- 
chant marine and others, absent 
from the place of their residence, 
and to amend the act of September 
16, 1942, and for other purposes,” to 
become law without my signature. 

The bill is, in my judgment, whol- 
ly inadequate to assure to service 
men and women as far as is prac- 
tically feasible the same opportunity 
which they would have to vote if 
they were at home. 

Because of the confusing provi- 
sions of the bill and because of the 
difficulty of knowing just what will 
be the practical effect of the bill in 
operation, it is impossible for me to 
determine whether, in fact, more 
service men and women will be able 
to vote under the new measure than 
under existing law. That determi- 
nation will largely depend upon the 
extent to which the States co-op- 
erate to make the measure as effec- 
tive as its provisions permit. In 
view of this situation, I have re- 
solved the doubt in favor of the ac- 
tion taken by the Congress and am 

permitting the bill to become law 
without my approval. 

Congress Shares Responsibility. 
In other words, this bill might 

fairly be called a standing invitation 
to the several States to make it 
practicable for their citizens to vote. 
In this sense the Congress is placing 
i certain responsibility on each State 
for action. But it will, of course, be 
understood by those in the armed 
services who want to vote but can- 
not that the Congress itself shares 
the responsibility through the com- 

plexities of this bill. 
The issue regarding soldiers’ vot- 

ing has been confused. The issue 
is not whether soldiers should be 
allowed to vote a full ballot, includ- 
ing State and local offices, or a 

short ballot confined to Federal 
offices. I am, and always have been, 
anxious to have the Federal Gov- 
ernment do everything within its 
power compatible with military op- 
erations to get the full State ballots 
to the men and women in the serv- 

ice. I always have been, and I am 

now, anxious to have the States do 
everything within their power to get 
the full State ballots to the men and 
women in the service. 

The real issue is whether after the 
States have done all that they are 

willing to do to get the full State 
ballots to the men and women in the 
service, and after the Federal Gov- 
ernment has done everything within 
its power to get the full State bal- 
lots delivered to the men and women 
in the service, those who have not 
received their full State ballots 
should be given the right to cast a 

short, uniform Federal ballot which 
can readily be made available to 
them. This right, which should be 
assured to all men and women in 
the service, is largely nullified by 
the conditions which the provisions 
of this bill attach to its exercise. 

Cites Bill's Restrictions. 
In my judgment, the right of a 

soldier to vote the Federal ballot, if 
he does not receive In time his State 
ballot, should not be conditioned, as 
it is by thus bill, upon his having 
made a prior application for a State 
ballot, or upon the prior certification 
by the Oovemor of the State that 
the Federal ballot is acceptable 
under State law. This bill provides 
a Federal ballot, but, because of 
these conditions, it does not provide 
the right to vote. 

The Federal Government will and 
should do everything It can to get 
the State ballots to our men and 
women in the service. But it is not, 
in my judgment, true, as some have 
contended, that the Federal Govern- 
ment can assure the use of State 
ballots as readily as the use of Fed- 
eral ballots. No matter what effort 
the Federal Government makes, in 
many cases it will not be possible to 
insure the delivery in time of State 
ballots to designated individuals all 
over the world or their return In 
time to the respective States. 

Some of the service men and 
women, not knowing where they will 
be a month hence or whether they 
will be alive, will not apply for 
their oallots. Others will not re- 
ceive their State ballots in time or 
be able to get their ballots back 
to their States in time. Remember 
that a number of States will re- 
quire a special form of application 
and that the postal card applica- 
tion forms supplied by the Federal 
Government are only treated as an 
application for an application for a 
State ballot. 

The Federal Government can in- 
sure, and in my judgment it is the 
duty of the Federal Government to 
insure, that every service man and 
woman who does not get his State 
ballot in time shall have the right 
to use a short and uniform Federal 
ballot. 

Says Congress Has Power. 
It is in my judgment within the 

authority of the Congress to use its 
war powers to protect the political 
rights of our service men and women 
to vote for Federal offices, as well as 
their civil rights with respect to 
their Jobs and their homes. If Con- 
gress did not hesitate to protect their 
property rights by legislation which 
affected State law, there is no reason 
why Congress should hesitate to pro- 
tect their political rights. 

In 1942 Congress did exercise the 
war powdrs to provide Federal war 
ballots and they were counted in al- 
most every State. What was consti- 
tutional in 1942 certainly is not un- 
constitutional in 1944. 

In allowing the bill to become law, 
I wish to appeal to the States, upon 
whom the Congress has placed the 
primary responsibility for enabling 
our service people to vote, to co- 
operate to make the bill as fully 
effective as its defective provisions 
will allow. The response of the 
Governors to my questions and re- 
ports made to me by the War De- 
partment Indicate that many States 

AIR TRAGEDY VICTIM— 
Avery Bruce Merritt, McLean, 
Va., purser, was one of the 
six men from the Washington 
area who were killed when 
their Army transport plane 
Weis shot down accidentally 
over the Atlantic by British 
fighters protecting a convoy. 
(Story on Page A-l.) 

—Harris & Ewing Photo. 

Plane 
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Arlington address with their 
8-month-old son, Charles S. Garber, 
jr. The commander of the plane, 
who was 26 years old, was a native 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, and came to 
Washington a year and a half ago 
when he joined Tr anscontinental <fc 
Western Air, Inc., with which the 
Government has a contract. , 

Mr. Mann, whose age was given as 
about 25, was married about a 
month ago. He formerly lived at 
the Potomac Hotel, Eighteenth and 
H streets. He is a native of Kansas 
City. Mrs. Mann returned to her 
home in Massachusetts after she 
was informed of the accident. 

Mr. Welliver, 28, was bom and 
educated in North Platte, Nebr. He 
served in the United States Navy 
as aviation machinist mate, third 
class, on the U. S. S. Saratoga from 
1934 to 1938. 

In 1938 he joined the Transconti- 
nental & Western Airlines and was 
transferred to Alexandria two years 
ago from Albuquerque, N. Mex. 

List of Survivors. 
He is survived by his wife, Mrs. 

Doris Welliver, and two daughters, 
Susan, 3, and Joyce, 1, and his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Royce Theo- 
dore Welliver of North Platte; a 
brother, Robert D. of North Platte, 
and another brother, Russell, now 
serving with an airborne division 
of the Army in North Carolina. 
Mr. Welliver also has four sisters, 
Miss Vera Welliver of Washington, 
Mrs. B. Morris of Kansas City, 
Kans.; Mrs. Chester Jones of North 
Platte and Mrs. Helen Willerton 
of Sidney, Nebr. 

Mr. Merritt's wife, Mrs. Gertrude 
Merritt, and their two small chil- 
dren live at McLean, Va„ where the 
family moved two years ago. 

Navigator Scholtz, 34, a West 
Coast tennis star, was from Los An- 
geles and had been with TWA for 
18 months. His wife has returned to 
California since receiving notifica- 
tion of his death. 

have not yet taken action to make 
the bill as fully effective as it could 
be and that a considerable number 
of States do not presently contem- 
plate taking such action. 

I wish also to appeal to the Con- 
gress to take more adequate action 
to protect the political rights of our 
men and women in the service. 

It is right and necessary that the 
States do all in their power to see 
that the State ballots reach the 
men and women in the service from 
their States. In particular, I appeal 
to them to see that their State laws 
allow sufficient time between the 
time that their absentee ballots are 
available for distribution and the 
time that they must be returned 
to be counted. 

I also appeal to the States to see 
that the postal card application 
forms for State ballots distributed 
by the Federal Government to the 
troops are treated as a sufficient 
application for their State ballot 
and not merely as a request for a 
formal application for a State ballot. 

Appeals to States. 
I also appeal to the States to 

authorize the use of the Federal 
ballots by all service people from 
their States who have not received 
their State ballots before an appro- 
priate date, whether or not they 
have formally applied for them. No 
State or Federal red tape should 
take from our young folk in the 
service their right to vote. 

I further appeal to the Congress 
to amend the present bill, S. 1285, 
so as to authorize all service men 
and women, who have not received 
their State ballots by an appropriate 
date, whether or not they have for- 
mally applied for them, to us the 
Federal ballot without prior express 
authorization by the States. If the 
States do not accept the Federal 
ballot, that will be their responsi- 
bility. Under this bill, that respon- 
sibility is shared by the Congress. 

Our boys on the battle fronts must 
not be denied an opportunity to vote 
simply because they are away from 
home. They are at the front fight- 
ing with their lives to defend our 
rights and our freedoms. We must 
assure them their rights and free- 
doms at home so that they will have 
a fair share in determining the kind 
of life to which they will return. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 
The White House, 

March 31, 1944. 
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reclamation work at interest rates 
of 316 to 4 per cent and for an 
amortization period of up to 33 
years. 

The financial institutions will ad- 
vance money up to 90 per cent of 
the value of the properties, because 
they are certain this low-rent hous- 
ing will provide sound security for 
the loans, he told the subcommit- 
tee. He estimated that a minimum 
of $3,000,000 in financing would be 
available to the builders during the 
first year of the program. 

In contending that private enter- 
prise can build more cheaply than 
public agencies, Mr. Warren com- 
pared the costs that would be re- 
quired if the slum square bounded 
by Eleventh, Twelfth and W streets 
and Florida avenue N.W. were re- 
claimed; 

If a public housing agency ac- 
quired the land at a fair-use value 
and then paid its way, it would be 
forced to charge monthly rents of 
$43 for a four-room row house, $48 
for a three-room apartment and $54 
for a four-room apartment, Mr. 
Warren said. He estimated that pri- 
vate enterprise, on the f mt basis, 

could provide housing that would 
rent for $35, *56.50 and $43.00. Con- 
struction and management costs 
would be lower under private enter- 
prise, Mr. Warren said. He estimated 
that private enterprise could con- 
struct a four-room row house for 
$3,600, while it would cost the public 
agency $5,040. 
Building Congress Adopts Resolution 

Meanwhile, the Board or Gov- 
ernors of the Washington Building 
Congress—an organization including 
many of the District’s private build- 
ers and building supply dealers—was 
on record today as supporting the 
allocation of public funds for slum 
reclamation until the opponents of 
public housing “can offer a workable 
program” for reclamation by private 
enterprise. 

Claude W. Owen, president of 
the Building Congress, explained 
that the resolution adopted by his 
group "leaves the door open to a 
shift to slum reclamation by private 
capital if suitable means for using 
it can be developed.” 

The Building Congress, composed 
of nearly 700’members and includ- 
ing public housing officials and 
labor representatives as well as 
private building interests, is favor- 
able to private housing, but is un- 
willing to condemn the public slum 
reclamation program unless an ac- 
ceptable substitute is offered, a 
spokesman said. 

Raids 
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centers of the Southern Germany. 
It is the site of such warplants as 
the M. A. N. Diesel engine works, the 
Faun motor works, the Siemens- 
Schukert electrical works and other 
plants turning out tanks, armored 
vehicles, aircraft components, 
searchlights and other frontline 
equipment. 

The record loss suffered by the 
RAF—which the Germans attributed 
to their fighters rather than to their 

ground defenses—served u s re- 
minder of the statement of Air Min- 
ister Sir Archibald Sinclair this week 
that the German fighter force is 
massed in Western Europe and has 
many vicious battles in its system 
yet. 

While the loss was far above any- 
thing the RAE previously had suf- 
fered and still was farther beyond 
the record American loss of 68 in the 
daylight raid on Berlin on March 6, 
it failed to compare numerically with 
the 185 which the Germans lost in 
their biggest day over Britain on 
September 15,1940. 

The Nuernberg attack followed a 

day in which British-based Ameri- 
can heavy bombers remained at 
home, but a United States com- 
munique last night announced that 
American Thunderbolts yesterday 
attacked German airfields in Hol- 
land and the Holland-German bor- 
der region, using both bombs and 
guns in their assaults. One Thunder- 
bolt was lost and one German plane 
was destroyed. 
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up Palau have been transformed 
into “Japan’s Singapore,” since they, 
the rest of the Carolines and all of 
the Marshalls were taken over by 
Japan from her present Axis part- 
ner, Germany, in 1914. 

The town of Korkor, to the south 
of Palau’s biggest island of Babel- 
thuap, is the enemy’s administrative 
center for the 1,500 Caroline Islands. 
Palau’s southernmost island of An- 
guar is one huge phosphate mine, 
eight square miles in area, and its 
phosphates are shipped to Japan for 
munitions making. It is known to 
have shipped 60,000 tons as far back 
as 1934. In prewar days Japan ob- 
tained about one-fifth of her phos- 
phate consumption from this island. 

Measured from Pearl Harbor, the 
naval penetration to Palau was even 
greater than the daring stab at the 

Marianas. Palau is 4£M statute 
miles southwest of Pearl Harbor 
while Guam, In the Marianas, is 
3,800 miles away. 

Palau lies close to the Japanese- 
held rich Netherland Indies, is 1,040 
miles from Manila and 1,980 miles 
south of Tokio. 

The communique indicated one 
purpose of the strike at Palau was 
to trap enemy fighting ships, pre- 
sumably moved there after the first 
attack on Truk. Another purpose 
apparently was to scout one of the 
enemy’s primary defense positions 
protecting the conquered Philip- 
pines and to inflict damage while 
doing so. 

Palau has two anchorages: Scho- 
nian and Malakal Harbors, each of 
which is believed to have but one 
narrow entrance. Hie anchorages 
are protected on the west by coral 
reefs. 

Concessions 
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of the North Sakhalin Oil Co., 
declared Russian obstructionist 
tactics had reduced the annual 
oil yield from 150,000 barrels to 
less than 40,000. At that time 
the Japanese were reported 
massing their fleet in northern 
waters as the result of a Russian 
threat to confiscate the oil and 
coal properties, and a Soviet 
news report said the Japanese 
had served an ultimatum on 
Russia concerning her rights in 
the concessions. 

(Until Japan’s conquests in 
the current war, Sakhalin was 

Japan’s only source of petroleum 
for distillation into the best 
aviation gasoline.) 

Island 600 Miles Long. 
Sakhalin, which is separated from 

the Asiatic mainland by the Strait 
of Tartary, is 1,000 miles north of 
Tokio. It is 600 miles long, 16 to 

106 miles wide and bee an ana of 
24,960 square miles. 

During the Russian civil war and 
the Allied intervention which fol- 
lowed the 1917 revolution, Japanese 
troops occupied the entire bland and 
did not evacuate the northern part 
until the 1925 fvreement. 
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route to Washington. Mbs Heartz b 
employed in the War Department 
Military Training Division. 

Both girls were taken to Gallinger 
because it b the only Dbtrict hos- 
pital equipped to receive meningitis 
cases 

For the girls now locked in the 
residence hall under quarantine one 
of the main problems b food. The 
Arlington Farms cafeteria b in a 
separate building. The Red Cross 
came to the girls’ rescue with a mo- 
bile canteen and lunches about 1 
o'clock this afternoon. 

“We are doing everything we can 
to take preventive action. In addi- 
tion to medical treatment, the girb 
are being confined one to each room 
and are being carefully watched for 
any symptoms of the disease,” Wil- 
liam J. Bessell, manager of the resi- 
dence halb, said. 

Separation of the girb was pos- 
sible because the hall b only about 
half filled. It has accommodations 
for about 600 girb. 

Italy 
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head shipping in which at least 10 
of the 40 raiders were destroyed. 

Eighth Army sectors still were 
generally quiet except for concerted 
German shelling in the Orsogna 
area and routine patrol activity. 

Simultaneously with the Sofia at- 
tack, another Fortress formation hit 
the Imotski airfield in Yugoslavia, 
Mitchells attacked shipping at Leg- 
horn and a railway at Orte above 

Freyberg Disclosed as Leader 
Of New Zealanders at Cassino 
By the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK, Mar. 31.—Lt. Gen. Sir 
Bernard C. Freyberg's message from 
Cassino yesterday to Prime Minister 
Churchill was the first disclosure 
that he had ac- 

companied hi s 
New Zealand 
forces from the 
Adriatic front to 
the Cassino sec- 
tor. 

In his mes- 

sage, Gen. Frey- 
berg told Mr. 
Churchill that 
“we share the 
town of Cassino 
with German 
parachutist*. 
They have been 
severely mauled 
and our own 

losses have not 
message was broadcast by BBC. 

Gen. Freyberg was an athlete at 
the University of California before 
joining Anzac forces in the World 
War, where he rose from subaltern 
to brigadier general. 

Rome, Kittyhawks bombed rail 
bridges on the east coast line be- 
tween Ancona and Rimini, Invaders 
dive-bombed German transport in 
the Rome area and other aircraft 
hit various targets around the battle 
areas and in the Adriatic. 

Photos showed that in the Sofia 
attack, the fifth daylight assault 
there by the 15th Air Force, the main 
central railroad yards received many 
hits, that outlying lines were well 
covered and that repair sheds were 

damaged and warehouses set afire. 

He commanded Allied forces on 
Crete In the present war before 
entering the African campaign as 
commander of New Zealand forces 
overseas. His troops were in ths 
vanguard of the capture of Gabes 
and El Hamma, where he was cred- 
ited by Mr. Churchill with executing 
“a decisive break-through.” 

His forces also played a prominent 
part in the final Allied defeat of 
Axis forces in Tunisia on May 12, 
When the surrender of 12 German 
generals including the German 
commander in chief, Col. Gen. Jur- 
gen von Amim, ended organized 
Axis resistance in Tunisia. German 
Gen. von Sponeck, among the offi- 
cers captured, surrendered to Gen. 
Freyberg personally. 
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This year, leave nothing to Lady Luck. 
When you lay those hard-earned dollars on 

the fine for your Easter outfit, make ’em 
talk turkey. You know there’s a lot in a 

suit or topcoat that can’t bo seen in a 

show-window. So use this quick check-list 
to answer your questions. It will tell you 

why more men wear Bond clothes than 
any other clothes in America. And why 

you’ll find it profitable to join them now. 
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