
Weather Forecast 
Cloudy, mild; low near 46 tonight. To- 

morrow fair and warm. 

Temperatures today—Highest, S3, at 
noon; lowest, 34, at 6 a.m. Yester- 
day—Highest, 51, at 3:20 p.m.; lowest, 
37, at 8 a.m. 
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Axis Lines Beginning to Crumble 
As Reds Press On in Odessa Area; 
Japs Within 12 Miles of Imphal 

Wild Confusion 
Is Reported in 
Black Sea Port 

(Map on Page A-2.) 
By the Associated Press. 

MOSCOW, April 1.—German 
and Rumanian resistance in 
Southwest Russia was beginning 
to crumble today as masses of 
Red Army Infantry, mobile units 
of tanks and Stormvik bombers 
swept on toward three major 
objectives—Odessa, Tiraspol and 
Kishinev. 

« 
Front-line Soviet dispatches said 

one Intermediate line after another 
was cracking. 

These reports said many Ru- 
manians were willingly surrendering 
as the Russians drove through mid- 
dle Bessarabia toward Kishinev. 

Wild confusion was reported in 
Odessa as Gen. Rodion Y. Malinov- 
sky’s 3d Ukrainian Army and Mar- 
shal Ivan S. Konev's 2d Ukrainian 
Army closed on the Black Sea port 
from the east and northeast and 
other units rushed for the Tiraspol 
railway junction on the Lower 
Dniester, where they could cut the 
enemy off. 

Main Outposts Taken. 
The Soviets have captured the 

main outposts of Odessa—including 
Ochakov—and the Nazis were said 
to be hurriedly throwing up a mid- 
dle defense. 

A dispatch from Izvestia’s corre- 
spondent said a group of Moldavian 
peasants approached the Russians 
and told them 600 Rumanians 
wished to surrender. 

“Their commander says it would 
be treason to surrender so he asks 
you to come and surround them,” 
a peasant was quoted. "Then they’ll 
surrender honorably.” 

The Red Army men complied. 
At the northern end of the 

Ukrainian front, Marshal Gregory 
K. Zhukov’s troops drew up before 
the Rumanian and Czechoslovak 
frontiers. 

Consolidating Position. 
Soviet dispatches gave no news of 

any thrusts across the borders. Ap- 
parently Zhukov was consolidating 
his position as Konev did when he 
reached the Prut. 

•The Berlin radio said today 
that Red Army spearheads have 
reached the northern approaches 
of Jablonica Pass, leading through 
the Carpathian Mountains into 
Czechoslovakia. 

(The pass is approximately 15 
miles south of Delatyn, captured 
by Russian troops Thursday. 
The Pass of the Tatars is a few 
miles east. 

(Madrid dispatches quoted re- 
ports reaching there as saying 
entire Hungarian Army units, in 
some cases led by their officers, 
were abandoning long-prepared 
Carpathian Mountain defenses 
and surrendering to the Russians. 

(The surrenders may open wide 
breaches in the Carpathian de- 
fenses and allow Red Army 
columns to pour across into Hun- 
gary proper, it was said.) 

260 Villages Captured. 
A Soviet communique said the 2d 

Ukrainian Army was driving deep into the Odessa-Tiraspol sector after 
capturing more than 260 towns and 
hamlets yesterday—one of the 
largest single day's bag of the 
southern offensive. 

Gen. Malinovsky's 3d Ukrainian 
Army simultaneously was reported 
to have stormed the fortress town 
of Ochakov, 40 miles east of Odessa, 
in a rapid advance on the great port 
from the East. Russian marines 
aided in the operation, the commu- 
nique said. 

Thousands of exhausted Germans 
—some estimates placed the num- 
ber at 200,000 or more—were being herded toward Odessa across the 
rapidly narrowing Nazi-held sector 
above the Black Sea coast, the dis- 
patches added. These remnants of 
Marshal Fritz von Mannstein’s 
once-powerful invasion army faced 
possible entrapment, as other Rus- 
sian forces attacking southward in 
prewar Rumania cut their major 
escape line to the west by seizing 
Sipotyany on the Odessa-kishinev- 
lasi railway. 

Entire trainloads of enemy equip- 
ment were captured intact as the 
Nazis fled "in panic” toward Odes- 
sa, the Soviet war bulletin reported. 

New Soviet Proposal 
Studied by Finns 

Meeting of Cabinet in 
Helsinki Reported 

>7 the Associated Press. 

STOCKHOLM, April 1.—Reports 
reaching here through the strictest 
censorship yet imposed in Helsinki 
indicated today that the Finnish 
cabinet was considering a new com- 
munication from Moscow which may 
open the way for an armistice be- 
tween the two countries. 

There were indications that the 
reported cabinet session may decide 
Finland’s withdrawal from the war. 

Juho K. Paasikivi, Finland’s peace 
ambassador, has re-established con- 
tact with the Russians, it was 
learned Wednesday, after Finland’s 
rejection of Moscow’s original armi- 
stice terms. Today's cabinet delib- 
erations, it was presumed, are a re- 
sult of the latest contacts. 

Bjorn Bjornson, NBC broadcaster 
from Stockholm, said the Finnish 
Parliament will meet Monday when 
va significant announcement” will 
be made. 

While Paasikivi may not be in 
Moscow, Bjornson said it is known 

k that Finnish leaders are meeting 
with the Russians. * 
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Allies Take Mile-High Mountain 
In Thrust on Central Italy Front 

In Cassino Sector. Heavy Guns Collapse 
Monastery Walls; Nazi Attacks Repulsed 

By the Associated Press. 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 

Naples, April 1.—Allied troops 
have made a sudden thrust in 
the ruggedly mountainous and 
long-static central sector of the 
Italian front, advancing a mile 
and occupying Mount Marrone, 
a mile-high peak about 13 miles 
northeast of Cassino, headquar- 
ters announced today. 

The height was seized by troops 
of unidentified nationality who 
smashed forward under powerful 
artillery support. 

In Cassino, meanwhile, Allied 
heavy guns again shelled the mon- 
astery overlooking the devastated 
town and observers saw the walls 
collapsing around the German po- 
sitions. Two German raiding par- 
ties—one about 40 strong—were 
beaten back from the vicinity of the 
Cassino railway station. 

Two American destroyers ham- 
mered the German positions near 
Carroceto on the Anzio beachhead 
and Allied infantry repelled a small 
but sharp attack on their left flank. 

Artillery exchanges and patrol 
clashes marked the snowbound 8th 
Army front. Small enemy parties 
were dispersed. 

Allied air forces in Italy were 
forced by the weather to reduce 
their activities to about 650 sorties, 
but the systematic campaign to 
smash German communications 
continued with fighter-bomber at- 
tacks against bridges along the east 
coast of Italy. • 

Two Allied planes were lost. 
Mount Marrone—“Chestnut Moun- 

tain”—lies 6 miles southeast of 
Alfadena and dominates a large 
part of the Varrecchia Valley. The 
advance tends to straighten out the 
line between the salients which the 
Allies drove in reaching Cassino and 
Alfadena during the slow progress 
of the past months. 

Although details of the fighting 
are not yet fully available, it was 
disclosed that the attack was sup- 
ported by assaults on San Michele 
and. Pizzone, about 2 miles north- 
east of the mountain. In the last 
reported fighting in that area over 
two months ago, French troops were 
employed. 

Reports received from the Anzio 
beachhead last night said casualties 
in the hospital struck Wednesday 
night by German bombs had mount- 
ed to 85. 

Sixteen were known dead and 69 
wounded, although details received 
at headquarters were not sufficient 
to disclose how many of the casual- 
ties were patients in the hospital or 
whether nurses were among those 
killed. 

The 85 casualties raised to a total 
of 203 the number of persons who 
have been killed and wounded in 
American hospitals and medical 
stations on the beachhead. 

Exclusive of Wednesday’s casual- 
ties, 6 nurses, 2 visitors, 1 Red 
Cross worker and 109 officers and 
enlisted men have died under Ger- 
man bombs and artillery shells in 
hospital areas there. 

More Air Blows Strike 
Truk, While Secrecy 
Cloaks Palau Attack 

Carolines Bastion Hit 
From Both Solomons 
And Central Pacific 

By the Associated Pi ess. 

PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Pearl Harbor, April 1.— 
American naval task forces, in- 
cluding some of the more than 
50 aircraft carriers just disclosed 
to be prowling the Pacific, were 

protected today by a radio 
silence which prevented reports 
of the devastation wrought on 

Palau, Japanese sea base guard- 
ing the approaches to the Philip- 
pines. 

But more reports came of sup- 
porting air blows being rained on 
Truk, boldly bypassed by the fleet 
which moved 1,175 miles west of it 
to open the assault on Palau 
Wednesday. 

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, whose 
last word concerning the Palau 
operation was that "our attacks con- 
tinue,’’ announced yesterday that 
five island strongpoints of Truk's 
atoll were pounded Wednesday 
night by Army Liberators of the 
7th Air Force. 

Two-Way Strikes at Truk. 
This was the second raid on Truk 

in as many days from Central 
Pacific bases, occupying that air 
and naval base in the heart of the 
Carolines while the task forces went 
after Palau on the western fringes 
of those islands. 

Truk also has undergone two at- 
tacks from the Solomons, marking 
the opening of a two-way strike at 
that bastion. 

Navy Liberator and Catalina 
bombers flying from South and 
Southwest Pacific airfields blasted 
Dublon Island in the Truk Atoll in 
a light raid Wednesday morning, 
preceding a heavy noontime assault 
by other South Pacific Liberators 
which struck Eten Island. The 
latter attack, announced in Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur's communiquue 
yesterday, did heavy damage to in- 
stallations and smashed 49 planes 
on the ground. 

Catalinas hit Woleai Island, also 
in the Carolines, at midnight Wed- 
nesday and Liberators followed the 
next morning, bombing the airdrome 
despite heavy antiaircraft fire. It 
was the second attack on Woleai. 
the Catalinas having made their 
first visit Tuesday night. 

Admiral Nimitz said the Wednes- 
day night raiders,_in the face of 

<See PACIFIC, Page A-4?) 

American Liberators 
Renew Attacks on 

Southwest Germany 
Switzerland Reports 
Incendiaries Dropped 
On Her Territory 

Br the Associated Press. 

LONDON, April 1.—American 
Liberator bombers began a new 
month of operations with an 
attack on Southwestern Ger- 
many today, United States head- 
quarters announced. 

Simultaneously with the Ameri- 
can announcement, a Swiss gov- 
ernment communique said Ameri- 
can bombers had loosed incen- 
diaries on the railway city of 
Schaffhausen, near the German 
border, setting many fires. 

Planes Streak Across Channel. 
In what apparently was a mis- 

take bombing of neutral territory, 
the broadcast Swiss communique 
said about 30 American planes had 
loosed the fire bombs. Dispatches 
from Switzerland said the bombers 
appeared over the rail city at 
10:30 a.m. 

A later statement from the di- 
rector of Swiss railways said all 
rail lines leading into Schaffhausen 
had been “suspended temporarily.” 

Coastal watchers said a "consid- 
erable force” of Allied planes began 
streaking out across the Channel 
early today shortly after RAF Mos- 
quitos returned from raids on West- 
ern Germany last night without 
loss. 

Month of Air Victories. 
Despite Thursday night’s record 

loss of 94 planes by the RAF, an- 
nouncements last night showed 
that March remained a month of 
victory for British and American air 
power. According to reliable esti- 
mates the RAF made 6,500 individ- 
ual bomber flights over Germany 
during-the month with a loss of 4.6 
per cent. 

A new peak was attained in 
March by the American Air Forces 
with 23 major heavy bomber attacks. 
The bombers and their fighter escort 
destroyed at least 734 enemy air- 
craft. 

The month's American losses 
totaled 293 heavy bombers and 134 
fighters. Including Thursday night 
loss, 279 British planes failed to re- 
turn. 

2 Policemen Shot in Haifa 
JERUSALEM, April 1 (A*).—A 

British police inspector and a Jew- 
ish police sergeant were shot and 
wounded at Haifa this morning, 
breaking the calm that greeted ex- 
piration of the period in which the 
British limited Jewish immigration 
to 75,000. 

King of Italy Is Reported Ready 
ToAbdicatein Favorof Umberto 
Ey tnc Associated Press. 

NAPLES, April 1,—Unconfirmed 
rumors that King Victor Emmanuel 
is about to abdicate in favor ol 
Crown Prince Umberto were widely 
circulated in Southern Italy today 

The prince was absent from his 
villa, having visited his father yes- 
terday, and an aide to the prince 
said he knew nothing tending to 
confirm the rumor. 

Members of the King’s household 
were not immediately available. 

A close associate of Premier 
Badoglio said yesterday the gov- 
ernment had heard nothing from 
the King to indicate- any change in 
his intention to remain on the 
throne, at least until the Allied 
armies reach Rome. 

The King’s abdication, however, 
would remove virtually the only ob- 
stacle to the “democratizing of 
the Badoglio government, for wPjch 

the Soviet government newspaper 
Izvestia has called. 

An associate of Badoglio said yes- 
terday, in the absence of the Pre- 
mier on a trip to Sicily, that Ba- 
doglio would gladly take repre- 
sentatives of all recognized parties, 
including the Communists, into his 
government. The statement was in- 
spired by Izvestia's comment that 

I Russia is ready to aid in re-forming 
| the Italian government before the 
I Allies occupy Rome. 
■ Some leaders in the opposition 
group have indicated that if the 
King would turn his nominal pre- 
rogatives over to a lieutenant, as 
he may legally do under the Italian 
constitution, they would be willing 
to enter the Badoglio government 
and leave the question of preserv- 
ing the monarchy for settlement 
later. 

Enemy Forces 
Register New 
Gain in India 

(Map on Page A-2.) 

By the Associated Press. 

NEW DELHI, April 1.—Strong 
Japanese forces drove farther 
westward in India toward the 
British base of Imphal, on the 
plains of Manipur, an Allied 
communique acknowledged to- 
day. Dispatches from the front 
said enemy patrols had stabbed 
to within a dozen miles of the 
jungle communications center. 

The Japanese advance was re- 

ported from the Ukhrul area, 32 
miles northeast of Imphal, while 
British Indian troops were engaged 
in fierce combat with another strong 
Japanese column in the hills east 
of Kohima, 60 miles north of 
Imphal. 

Japanese losses were heavy, the 
communique said, especially in the 
battle near Ukhrul. 

British Detachment Ambushed. 
Southeast of Imphal, Japanese 

troops ambushed a small British 
detachment on the Palel-Tamu road 
Thursday night, but Allied artillery 
went into action yesterday to blast 
a road block the enemy had thrown 
across the road midway between 
the two towns. 

Little activity was reported in the 
direction of Tiddim, British forward 
base 100 miles below Imphal in 
Burma. The capture of Tiddim by 
the Japanese was disclosed yester- 
day. 

(The Japanese controlled 
Singapore radio said last night 
the Japanese had captured the 
Mashan road Junction between 
Imphal and Kohima, "virtually 
isolating” the British Indian 4th 
Army, which now "faces immi- 
nent destruction.” There was no 
confirmation of this report in the 
Allied communique, and large- 
scale maps do not show Mashan.) 

Chinese Continue Drive. 
Vanguards of the American- 

trained Chinese forces in Northern 
Burma continued their drive south 
from 8haduzup in the Mogaung 
Valley where they are gradually 
encircling a force of 1,000 Japanese 
near Laban. 

Native Burmese, who have been 
pushing other Japanese forces 
southward along the Sumprabum- 
Myitkyina road below the Daru 
River, have advanced to a point 
south of Kadrangyang, 50 miles 
north of Kyitkyina, headquarters 
said. 

South of Maungdaw Allied troops 
have advanced to positions south 
of the western tunnel in the Mayu 
Mountain range. 

With not a single Japanese plane 
rising to challenge Allied air su- 
premacy since last Tuesday, the 
Allies were dealing death and de- 
struction from the air on a scale 
unprecedented in this theater. 

Auchinleck Cites Air Power. 
Gen. Sir Claude Auchinleck, Al- 

lied commander in India, told the 
Indian Legislative Assembly that 
the weight and frequency of air 
attacks were giving “ample evi- 
dence of the delay and loss they 
are causing the enemy.” 

In addition to strategic bombing 
and airborne supply of their own 
troops, the Air Forces were grimly 
seeking and destroying batches of 
Japanese as they moved from the 
jungle cover of Manipur. The total 
absence of Japanese aerial opposi- 
tion was attributable to the double 
knockout dealt by the American air 
Commando sweep early in March on 
Japanese airfields, when 63 enemy 
aircraft were destroyed, and the 
Monday and Tuesday score of at 
least 30 shot down. 

Gen. Auchinleck said the Japanese 
were fighting for a quick decision 
before the monsoon, attempting to 
establish themselves in the Imphal- 
Hokima area and “strike out at rail 
and river communications leading 
from Calcutta along the Brahma- 
putra into Northeastern Assam.” 

German Newspapers 
Play Up Jap Drive 

LISBON, April 1 (/P).—German 
newspapers are giving large head- 
lines to the Japanese penetration 
of Eastern India, describing it as an 
advance of an Indian Army under 
Subhas Chandra Bose, Axis-support- 
ed Indian leader co-operating with 
Japanese forces. 

Co-ordinated with such assur- 
ances in the news columns that at 
least some Axis troops are advanc- 
ing instead of retreating or fighting 
in last-ditch stands are propagan- 
da articles on various aspects of 
Japanese life. 

Even playwrights have been set 
to work writing dramas on the 
Japanese to help remind the Ger- 
mans they still have one powerful 
ally left. 

Stockholm Newsman 
Held on Spy Charge 
By the Associated Preti. 

STOCKHOLM, April 1.—Jakob 
Roeken Oedegaard. the Stockholm 
correspondent of the German-con- 
trolled Norwegian Telegraph Bu- 
reau, was arrested by Swedish se- 
curity police today on a charge of 
epsionage. 

Royal Norwegian sources said it 
was understood Oedegaard was ac- 
cused of spying on refugee Nor- 
wegians for the Germans. 

No Easter Address by Pope 
LONDON, April 1 UP).—A DNB 

broadcast of an Italian dispatch to- 
day said Pope Pius XII will cele- 
brate mass on Easter Sunday in his 
private chapel and that there will 
be no broadcast by the 5&pe to the 
public. 

Denig Says Marines 
Seek to Provide, Not 
Suppress, War News 

Asserts Public Relations 
Unit Aims at Expanding 
Official Communiques 

By the Associated Piest. 

QUANTICO, Va., April 1.—Brig. 
Gen. Robert L. Denig, director 
of the Marine Corps’ division of 
public relations, asserted today 
that the aim of his division is to 
“provide material for the news- 
papers and radio—not to with- 
hold it from them.” 

“There must be a very definite 
and a very strong bridge between 
the public and the armed forces,” he 
said in an address before the Marine 
Corps Staff and Command School. 

“Over the bridge must be con- 

veyed that information beyond the 
impersonal official communique 
which the people want and deserve.” 

He said the division of public re- 

lations, through It combat corre- 

spondent program, definitely has 
been of aid to troop morale in the 
field, adding: 

gfiectivenesg 0f a 

correspondent’s story is not spent 
upon those who today read it at 
home. Often it cairries through to 
the marine or marines in the field 
about whom it is written. 

"You know, as I do, that the men 
in the field ask for no special at- 
tention from home, but they do like 
to know they are not forgotten men, 
doing a thankless job, about which 
no one hears or cares. Letters from 
home, telling of stories about them 
in local newspapers, and usually in- 
closing clippings of those stories, 
are bound to have a salutary effect.” 

He pointed out that the combat 
correspondent program was de- 
signed to supplement, and in no way 
supplant, civilian correspondents. 

“To go further, let me say—and I 
tell you this not as a boast, but as 
a matter of record—we have never 
yet had a single protest, or com- 
plaint, voiced against our men by 
any newsman, either editorially or 
verbally,” said Gen. Denig. 

“Rather, civilian correspondents 
in the field have voluntarily praised 
the co-operation given them by our 
men on numerous occasions.” 

Surles Admits Distrust 
Of Army News Policy 

KANSAS CITY, April 1 I/P).—'The 
War Department in a letter made 
public here yesterday acknowledged 
that general misunderstanding of 
official reluctance to make public 
certain information was having a 
detrimental effect on public support 
of the department and Army, but ex- 
plained that sometimes a time lag 
is mandatory because of the im- 
mediate battle situation. 

The statement was made in a let- 
ter from Maj. Gen. A. D. Surles, 
director of Army public relations, to 
Roy A. Roberts, managing editor 
of the Kansas City Star and presi- 
dent of the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors, who had writ- 

(See DENIG, Page A-3.) 

Japanese Aviation Chief 
Is Reported Ousted 
By the Associated Press. 

MOSCOW, April 1.—The Soviet 
news agency Tass quoted a Jap- 
anese dispatch from Tokio today as 

announcing that Lt. Gen. Takeo 
Yasuda had been relieved of his 
post as inspector general of aviation 
in a shakeup of the Japanese air 
command. 

Gen. Yasuda. who once was Jap- 
anese military attache in Rome, had 
been inspector general of aviation 
since last May. The dispatch said 
he was named air adviser. 

The dispatch added that Gen. 
Yuseroku had been elevated to Gen. 
Yasuda’s post and also said Lt. Gen. 
Kubaysi was named chief of staff of 
national defense while Lt. Gen. 
Baron Yoshitoshi Tokugawa was 
placed in command of the aviation 
academy. 

Italians Set Up Clocks 
NAPLES, April 1 Clocks 

throughout liberated Italy, including 
the battle fronts, will be turned 
ahead an hour at 2 a.m. tomorrow, 
lt was officially announced today. 
This will make six hours difference 
between Italian time and Eastern 
war time. ^ 

Safe With $1,955 in Cash 
Stolen From Drugstore 

Theft of a safe containing $1,955 
in cash and $1,000 in checks from the 
Peoples Drug Store at 3956 Minne- 
sota avenue N.E. some time last 
night was reported to police today 
by William O. Green, acting man- 
ager of the store. 

Police said the thieves entered 
through a skylight by cutting 
through a screen and an iron grill- 
work and then apparently climbed 
down a rope to the floor. 

The safe evidently was rolled out 
of the store through the back door, 
police said. Padlocks on two rear 
doors were found broken. 

Two Meningitis Deaths 
Reported in D.C. Area; 
300 Stay in Quarantine 

Careful Check Reveals 
No New Cases Among 
Arlington Farms Girls 

(Picture on Page A-4.) 

While more than 300 Govern- 
ment girl workers remained in 
strict quarantine in Louisiana 
Hall, Arlington Farms, as a re- 
sult of two cases of meningitis 
there, two more victims of men- 
ingitis died in this area, and an- 
other new case came into Gal- 
linger Hospital last night. 

No new cases developed, however, 
among the several hundred girls 
housed in 10 big dormitories in Ar- 
lington Farms, according to Wil- 
liam Bissell, manager of the big 
project in Arlington County, who 
said a careful check was made of the 
girls reporting to the infirmary. 

At Gallinger Hospital, the condi- 
tion of Miss Marion Heartz, War 
Department worker, who lived at 
Louisiana Hall, was reported “much 
better” this morning. 

The two new deaths from a form 
of the disease known as pneumococ- 
cus meningitis were: 

Mrs. Grace E. Milbum, 62, of Ken- 
sington, Md., former Washington 
school teacher, who died Thursday 
at Suburban Hospital in Bethesda. 

Barbara Shumate, year-old daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George F. Shu- 
mate of Gainesville, Va., who died 
at Children’s Hospital. 

The new case at Gallinger was 
that of Beatrice Carter, 38, colored, 
67 Canal street S.W., who was taken 
to the hospital last night. 

There have been three deaths 
from meningitis in the District so 
far this year, according to officials 
of the District Health Department. 
This does not include, however, the 
death of Miss Blanche Bernice 
Friefelct Long Beach, Long Island, 
a resident of Louisiana Hall, who 

(See”MENINGITIS, Page A-4.) 

Germans Claim Sinking 
Of 65 Ships in Month 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, April 1.—The German 
high command today said 22 Allied 
destroyers and escort craft, 29 mer- 
chant ships totaling 176,000 tons, 
two submarines and 12 torpedo boats 
were sunk in March “by the Ger- 
man Navy and Luftwaffe." 

The broadcast communique said 
11 other Allied merchant ships to- 
taling 176,0000 tons had been dam- 
aged along with four destroyers and 
15 torpedo boats. 

A subsequent Berlin broadcast 
said German torpedo planes sank 
or damaged 11 transports totaling 
47,000 tons in an attack on an Al- 
lied convoy off the Algerian coast 
early today. The report was with- 
out Allied confirmation. 

Easter Recess Starts 
For Congress After 
Brief Session Today 

Soldier Vote Measure 
Now Effective; Faces 
Re-examination Later 

By the Associated Precs. 

A holiday bound Congress 
read with interest today Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s suggestions for 
changing the service vote law, 
but there were no indications 
that anything would be done 
about them. 

Senate Majority Leader Barkley 
said that while he indorsed the 
President’s proposal that the Federal 
war ballot be made available to 
servicemen in this country as well 
as overseas and its use facilitated, 
he declined to predict that Congress 
would act. 

In connection with the President’s 
proposal that changes be made per- 
mitting all persons in uniform to use 
the Federal ballot if they failed to 
get State ballots in time, even if 
the States had not validated it. Sen- 
ator Taft, Republican, of Ohio said 
flatly: 

“He won’t get any such changes.’’ 
The new law, which became effec- 

tive today without the President's 
signature, would make Federal bal- 
lots available only to military per- 
sonnel overseas, then only after the 
voter had requested, but had not 
received a State ballot by October 1. 

The Federal ballot could be used 
only if the Governor of the State 
certified that it was acceptable un- 
der State law, and Senator Green, 
Democrat, of Rhode Island said he 
hoped the States would act soon 
to make this certification. 

Senator Green announced that he 
and Senator Lucas, Democrat, of 
Illinois would introduce an amend- 
ment embodying the President’s 
suggestions, but Congress was ready 
to recess until April 12 for Easter. 

Legislators were pleasantly sur- 
prised by the conciliatory tone of 
Mr. Roosevelt’s message yesterday. 
Previously the President had called 
a somewhat similar version of the 
measure a "fraud,” but that was 
before Senator Barkley denounced 
Mr. Roosevelt’s equally harsh criti- 
cisms of the tax bill in his veto 
message. « 

, 
Senator Barkley would not com- 

ment on the perceptible change in 
tone, but Senator Taft said he had 
no doubt that the Barkley incident 
had struck home. 

“I hope this means that there will 
be a new spirit of co-operation be- 
tween the Executive and Congress, 
with a cessation of name calling,” 
the Ohioan said. 

Col. Balchen in Sweden 
On Official U. S. Mission 
By the Associated Press. 

STOCKHOLM, April 1.—Col. 
Bernt Balchen, famed Polar flyer, 
has arrived in Sweden on an official 
mission, it was learned today. 

Although there was no authorita- 
tive comment on his assignment, it 
was understood he may be here in 
connection with establishment of 
American air line service to Sweden. 

Col. Balchen was named a United 
States Army air specialist in 1941. 

President 'Doing Nicely' 
Despite Bronchitis 

President Roosevelt continued to- 
day to remain at the White House, 
where he recently has been con- 
fined with an attack of bronchitis, 
but Presidential Secretary Stephen 
T. Early said “he was doing nicely” 
and working. 

The President made no engage- 
ments today. 

Roosevelt Cites Food Needs 
In Call for Victory Gardens 

Declaring that "we will need all 
the food we can grow’’ because of 
greatly increased demands this year, 
President Roosevelt today called on 

“every American who possibly can” 
to grow a Victory garden. 

The President's statement, it was 

explained at the White House, was 
issued at the behest of Secretary of 
Agriculture Wickard and War Food 
Administrator Jones to spur the Vic- 
tory garden movement. 

The statement said, “I hope every 
American who possibly can will 
grow a Victory garden this year. 
We found out last year that even 
the small gardens helped. The total 
harvest from Victory gardens was 
tremendous. It, m|,de the difference 
between scarcity ^and abundance. 

The Department of Agriculture sur- 
veys show that 42 per cent of the 
fresh vegetables consumed in 1943 
came from Victory gardens. This 
should clearly emphasize the far- 
reaching importance of the Victory 
garden program. 

"Because of the greatly increased 
demands in 1944 we will need all the 
food we can grow. Food still re- 
mains a first essential to winning 
the war. Vietory gardens are of 
direct benefit in helping relieve 
manpower, transportation and living 
costs, as well as the food problem. 
Increased food requirements for our 
armed forces and our Allies give 
every citizen an opportunity to do 
something toward backing up the 
boys at the front.” 

Excise Taxes Go 
In Effect After 
Buying Spree 

Stores Jammed in 
Last-Minute Rush 
To Beat Deadline 

Heavier taxes on so-called 
luxury items went into effect to- 
day after thousands of Wash- 
ington’s foresighted citizens yes- 
terday spent the day laying in a 
hoard of cosmetics, toilet goods, 
light bulbs, trinkets and liquor— 
when they could get them. 

Stores here were jammed with 
shoppers anxious to get under the 
wire before the higher tax rates 
were slapped on. Last-minute shop- 
pers seeking to avoid the tax in- 
creases collided with the usual 
throng of Easter buyers. Liquor 
stores did their best to accommo- 
date the long lines of custodiers who 
came to buy whisky but were will- 
ing to settle for wines, brandy or 
rum if no liquor was available. 

The new excise taxes are expected 
to bring in about $1,000,000,000 a 
year. Increases were applied to 
liquor, cabaret bills, fur coats, jew- 
elery, luggage, light bulbs, theater 
admissions, travel tickets, tele- 
phones, telegrams and toilet goods. 

The rest of the $2,315,000,000 in 
Federal revenue will come from 
higher postal rates, corporation and 
individual Income taxes. 

Drinkers Hit Hardest. 
The heaviest burden under the 

new tax rates will be borne by 
drinkers and merrymakers. The 
levy on hard liquors was raised from 
$6 to $9 a gallon and on beer from 
$7 to $8 a barrel. Wine taxes go up 
on a scale ranging from 33% per 
cent to 100 per cent. 

The cabaret tax now is 30 per 
cent instead of 5 per cent, but it 
applies only if the entertainment 
includes singing and dancing. Or- 
chestral music and juke boxes still 
may be provided tax-free. The 
cabaret tax is expected to bring in 
$95,000,000—about $76,000,000 more 
than was yielded annually under 
the old rate. 

Admissions to theaters and other 
amusements are now taxed at doa- 
ble the previous rate. The new levy 
is a penny for every nickel, or an 
extra dime for a 50-cent movie 
ticket. 

Shopping Heavy All Week. 
Yesterday’s buying spree climaxed 

a week or more of intensified shop- 
ping for those goods which now are 
covered by tax increases. Normal 
Easter shopping during the same 
period made it difficult to estimate 
just how many people dropped into 
thr tores specifically to put in a 
supply of the articles included in 
the tax measure. 

Cosmetics and toilet goods coun- 
ters were packed all day yesterday, 
however, and frugal householders 
were stocking up on electric light 
bulbs. Women’s handbags, jewelry 
and baubles affected by the tax in- 
creases were being sold at a steady 
rate throughout the day. 

But the spending spree was not 
confined to articles on which the 
tax was increased today. Clothing 
departments, shoe stores and florists 
experienced unprecedented boom* as 
shoppers prepared for Easter. Most 
of the customers, of course, were 
women. But there were some men, 
especially those who were seeking 
to take advantage of lower rates 
on liquor before the stores closed 
yesterday. 

Tavern and restaurant proprietors 
(See TAXES, Page A-4.) 

Tax Group Approves 
Dependency Clause 
By the Associ»ted Press. 

A proposal to exempt the income 
of dependents from taxation unless 
it exceeds $500 has been approved 
by the House Ways and Means 
Committee. 

Thus, the small earnings of chil- 
dren, if Congress finally writes the 
plan into law, would not be con- 
sidered in computing the parents’ 
income tax liability. 

The computation of the incoir*! 
of dependents as a part of the tax 
payer’s income now is required in 
most States, but some permit the 
taxpayer to "emancipate" a child. 
In such a case the child’s income 
is not included in the parents’ re- 
turn and the parents cannot list 
the child for a dependency ex- 
emption. 

The principle that no income of a 
dependent, regardless of age, should 
be computed as a part of the tax- 
payer’s income if it does not exceed 
$500 was adopted by the Ways and 
Means Committee yesterday as a 
part of the simplified tax law now 
being written. The plan as now 
drawn defines a dependent as a 
person receiving his or her chief 
support from the taxpayer in ques- 
tion and related by blood, marriage 
or adoption, regardless of age. 

^■——————— 

Treating Shell Shock 
In World War II 

The Army has learned a lot 
about shell shock since the 
last war. Thomas R. Henry, 
Star war correspondent, vis- 
ited the largest American 
service hospital for the treat- 
ment of neuroses in Brit- 
ain. He found Lt. Col. Ernest 
Parsons, late of St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital, surrounded by a 

group of brilliant young psy- 
chiatrists, attacking on an 

“assembly line” pattern the 
mental ills of our troops. Mr. 
Henry has written an enlight- 
ening series of stories about 
the hospital and the “shotgun 
therapy” of these specialists. 
The first appears tomorrow in 
the feature section of 


