
I’d Rather Be Right 
Public Shows Increasing Reaction 
To Overemphasis of Allied Air Power 

By SAMUEL URAFTON. 
Our admiration for air power has 

been our own apocalyptic vision in 
this war, our own variant of Hitler’s 
oversized dreams of victory won in 
the laboratory' 
and at the fac- 
tory bench. We 
took the vision 
from him, and 
also the second- 
rats poetry of 
blits, shmitz, 
crash and bang 
that goes with 
It. 

Hitler It was 
who first was 
going to win be- 
cause of devil- 
ishly smart 
ideas, in a war 
directed by S*mo«l Grafton, 
some Svengali of the internal com- 
bustion engine. We tot* high- 
octane strategy away from him, and 
while no layman has any right 
ahatever to suggest that the military 
is bversold on it, there is no ques- 
tion but that the public is. Whether 
air power fitted the needs of victory 
or not, it has certainly fitted the 
needs of publicists, military ana- 
lysts, movie script writers, con- 
trivers of radio shows and press 
photographers. 

Air power is by all odds the favor- 
ite weapon of those who are not in 
the war, because it is clean, shiny, 
remote and lacks cooties. 

The fatal weakness in all think- 
ing about war by those who are not 
in the war is their lust for pat an- 
swers and easy solutions and noth- 
ing has ever been more pat than 
victory through air power. Its se- 
ductive, diagrammatic trimness ex- 
ercises a paralyzing fascination on 
many minds, akin to the grip ex- 
erted on the imagination by mone- 
tary theories and pension schemes. 

In the almost perfect world, vic- 
tory is won through air power, 
peace is then preserved through a 
world police force, and prosperity 
is made to endure forever by reduc- 
ing the gold content of the dollar. 

The great campaign to convince 
the American public of the im- 
portance of air power was a push- 
over, because the American public 
was more than eager to be con- 
vinced, as it would naturally be 
eager to believe in any theory that 
promised a ready and easy victory. 
Its optimistic faith in air power was 
exaggerated, and so its current 
mood of disappointment because 
of the collapse of a single air power 
experiment at Casslno is also ex- 

aggerated. It is not crying because 
we failed to capture a town, but be- 
cause its toy has been broken. 

We Were So Sure. 
We were so sure air power could 

do it, that we would appear to have 
told each other Casslno was ut- 
terly "pulverized,” “smashed,” "de- 
stroyedi," “obliterated,” before we 
took a good look to see whether it 
really was, or not. 

There was something almost 
naughty in Mr. Homer Bigart’s re- 
port to the New York Herald Tri- 
bune, written from a hill-top by 
Casslno, to the effect that he could 
see all manner of buildings still 
standing. The remark seems in bad 
taste, like a whisper that the bride 
isn’t goodlooking, or any other re- 
alistic comment which scotches a 
dream. , 

Ana now a miter, disappointed, 
equally exaggerated, antiair power 
trend sets in. One correspondent 
remembers that at Medjezel-Bab, 
we attacked a German hill position 
for a day and a half with relays of 
bombers and then had our trousers 
shot off when we tried to go in. A 
London wire says we $hall have to 
use naval guns to soften European 
coastal defenses, because high-ve- 
locity armor-piercing shells are so 
vastly superior to bombs. 

It is recalled, with a comic air 
of surprise, that London was 
bombed by the Germans, but not 
conquered. 

These afe but the pains of grow- 

\V AiereToGo 
To Do 

MEETING. 
National Capital Amateur Astron- 

omers, National Museum, 8 p.m. to- 
day. 

DANCES. 
Coast Guard Recreation Associ- 

ation, Statler Hotel, 9 p.m. today. 
FOR SERVICEMEN. 

Stage Door Canteen, Belasco 
Theater, tonight: Kaplowitz Ac- 
cordionettes and Military District of 
Washington Dance Band. 

Open house, entertainment, Epis- 
copal Canteen, 1317 G street N.W., 
2 pm. to 11 p.m. today. 

Dancing and dancing lessons, 
Servicemen’s Club No. 1, 8 p.m. to- 
day. 

Dance lounge, 1320 G street N.W., 
Navy School of Music orchestra, 
9 pm. today. 

April Fool dance, formal, Jewish 
Community Center, 9 p.m. today. 

Special April Fool parties at all 
USO clubs, with music, food, host- 
esses, group singing, prizes, quizzes 
and long-distance phone calls. Serv- 
ice men and women invited. 

Officers. 
Dance, Officers’ Service Club, 

Shoreham Hotel, 9 pm. today. 
Dance, all United Nations officers, 

Meridian Hill, Sixteenth and Euclid 
streets N.W., 9 pm. today. 

Servicemen may obtain additional 
information on dances and other 
activities by calling the United Na- 
tions Center, National 3900, or any 
of the following USO numbers: 
Executive 0428, Republic 1527, Na- 
tional 0614, National 3431, or for 
Negroes, Decatur 5664. 

lng up. We now have a tough pub- 
lic relations Job on our hands, to 
convince the people that there is 
no special, pat, neat and easy way 
to win the war, after having spent 
two years convincing them that 
there was. Public morale will be the 
better for it, in the end, with a 
truer appreciation of our need for 
sticking with and fighting with our 
allies. 

When the morale story of our 
time is told, a chapter ought to be 
devoted to the question of whether 
the air power theory, which indis- 
putably brought the facts of life 
home to the German people, didn’t 
sort of keep them from our own. 

Haskin's 
Answers to 
Questions 

A reader can get the answer to any 
question of fact by writing The Eve- 
ning Star Information Bureau, Fred- 
eric J Haskln, director, Washington, D. C. Please Inclose 3-cent stamp for 
return postage. 

BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN. 
Q. In pari-mutuel home racing 

what per cent of the favorites win?— 
A. I. N. 

A. Turf and Sport Digest says that 
the grand percentage of favorites for 
all tracks based on 17,593 races run 
is .35. 

Q. What proportion of men 
drafted for military service in Aus- 
tralia volunteer for foreign duty?— 
E. L. H. 

A. Though Australians can be 
drafted only for service within the 
country, seven out of eight of the 
men conscripted volunteer for 
foreign duty. 

Q. What is the largest oilfield in 
the United States?—M. R. 

A. The great East Texas oilfield, 
discovered by Dad Joiner in 1930, is 
the largest yet discovered in this 
country. To date it has produced 
nearly 2,000,000,000 barrels of oil, or 
about one-fourteenth of all United 
States oil produced. 

Q. What is the greatest distance j 
from the ocean of any point in | 
Florida?—D. E. Y. % 

A. No point in Florida is more 
5 

than 100 miles from the seacoast. 

Q. How far is Breslau from Eng- 
land?—C. E. N. 

A. Breslau, the city to which the 
German government has been 
moved, is 680 miles from the coast 
of England. 

Q. Which branch of the service 
is considered the highest?—B. F. 

A. There is no difference in the 
rating of the different branches of 
the armed forces. Precedence is ac- 
corded the Army over the Navy in 
all ceremonials and parades on shore 
in which the forces of the Army and 
the Navy are participating, without 
regard to the military rank of the 
commanding officers of the depart- 
ments. 

Q Where is William Penn buried? 
—F. c. A. 

A. Penn and his wife are buried at 
Jordan’s, Buckinghamshire, Eng- 
land, about 25 miles from the center 
of London. 
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Important to Employers 
Business concerns report that an employee pen- 
sion trust decreases labor turn-over, raises mo- 
rale, increases efficiency, reduces costs. Tax ad- 
vantages make such a trust a profitable, low-cost 
investment for the employer. 
A discussion with an officer of our Trust Depart- 
ment will prove interesting to you. 

The Second National Bank 
08 WASHINGTON 

I 1333 G St. N.W. 509 Seventh St. N.W. 
Orcanlied 187* 

Member Federal Depoiit Ininranee Corporation 

Twin rotes, romantically h 
red on a black rayon veU 
vet ribbon winning 

v way to achieve that new 
^ wider look_$3.50 

Other rosy head■ 
dresses, 60c to $5. 

W&L—Artificial Flowers, 
Aisle 30, First Floor. 

/ 
Rom-colored defffedRh 
rambling on a white rayon 
jersey background . a 

. 
shirtfrock cut to compli- 
ment a slender waistline. 
Misses' sizes—. -$25 
W<SeL—BporUwesr, Third Hear. 

Tiny toque of mes ... 
brilliant out of all propor- 
tion as they nestle on your 
brow. A bird cage veil 
joins their conspiracy to 
make your eyes look 
deeper, brighter—$11.50 
W&L—Millinery, Third Floor. 

"Double Feature" in rose 
box Revlon nail en- 
amel and Adheron__90e 

(including 20% tax) 
% 

"Match Box" dressed in 
roses. Matching nail en- 
amel and lipstick, plus 
Adheron-$1.62 

(including 20% tax) 
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</■• ,^y "Tournament of Roses" ^ 
box includes nail en- 
amel, $1 size lipstick, 
face powder and cub-size 
Adheron -$3 

(including 20% tax) 


