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Be Sure to Be Counted 

There will be no more Red Cross 

report meetings until Tuesday, but 
on the basis of the latest estimates 
there are still some 70.000 people in 
the District area who have not con- 

tributed to the War Fund. 
Experience in this campaign has 

6hown that nearly everybody who is 
solicited becomes a contributor, so 

the vast majority of these 70,000 
potential givers have not been 
reached, or have fallen outside the 
territories assigned to campaign 
workers. One reason for The Star’s* 
daily publication this week of a Red 
Cross coupon, which may be clipped 
and mailed to campaign headquar- 
ters with a contribution, is to reach 
those persons who otherwise might 
be missed in the organized canvass. 

As for the money goal itself, the 
fine response from Washington and 
the excellent teamwork of the cam- 

paign leave little doubt that it will 
be reached; if not by Tuesday, later 
on. The Government organization 
has reached over 91 per cent of its 
objective and about three-fourths of 
the money sought is accounted for 
in the remaining 9 per cent. Two 
of the counties—Prince Georges and 
Fairfax—and the residential section 
of Washington are still behind, but 
with good prospects of making up 
for the delay caused earlier in the 
drive by bad weather. 

What the campaign workers are 
pinning their hopes on now is that 
the final tabulation will show no 
deficit in numbers of givers. Those 
who thus far have been missed in 
the regular solicitation will eliminate 
the possibility of that deficit if they 
come forward now and enroll them- 
selves among the number whose gifts 
are making the campaign a success 
from every point of view. 

The India-Burma Battle 
Reports from the India-Burma 

theater continue puzzling. In the 
Northern Burmese sector General 
Stilwell’s Chinese and American 
forces are still making headway 
down the Mogaung Valley toward 
Mvitkyina, the important enemy 
base whose communication lines 
southward were recently cut by a 
strong force of air-borne British 
and Indian troops. Meanwhile, 
however, although this part of the 
picture is encouraging enough, the 
Japanese appear to be having more 
than a little success in their drive 
westward against Imphal, capital of 
Manipur State in India—a drive 
aimed at severing the Allied supply 
lines to China and to General 
Stilwell. 

Up to now the Southeast Asia 
command under Lord Louis Mount- 
batten has expressed confidence 
that the enemy’s thrust into India 
will be stopped before it develops 
Into anything serious, but it is none- 
theless disturbing to be told at the 
same time that the British are being 
forced to fall back behind “success- 
ful rear-guard action’’ and that 
Imphal itself is in danger of being 
isolated. Rear-guard actions may, 
indeed, be “successful,” but their 
primary meaning is that those who 
fight them are in retreat and re- 
treats seldom, if ever, justify op- 
timism. Yet those who are closest 
to it ought to be the best judges of 
the situation, and so w;e must as- 
sume that there are sound reasons 
for their present calm attitude. 

It is not inconceivable, at any 
rate, that the Japanese advancing 
in India may be advancing into a 

trap. This possibility is implied in 
the fact that their lines of supply 
are greatly extended and are there- 
fore vulnerable to the kind of air- 
borne Allied attack as that carried 
out a short time ago south of My- 
itkyina. It seems reasonable to sup- 
pose, moreover, that our Southeast 
Asia command, with its Indian re- 

sources certainly far superior to 
anything the enemy has been able 
to build up in Burma, should be able 
to rush sufficient strength to stop 
the enemy advance in this area 
W'hen and if it reaches a critical 
stage. Another factor influencing 
the situation is the inevitability of 
the monsoon rains. These should 
begin falling late in May or early 
In June, at which time fighting by 
either side is likely to become vir- 
tually impossible. 

The disquieting thing, however, is 
that the Japanese are certainly 
quite as aware of the risks of their 
undertaking as we are but that they 
still seem undeterred, as if believing 
themselves able to accomplish their 
objectives before either our Allied 
forces or the monsoon can stop 
them. We can only hope that they 
are making a bad miscalculation 
and that our Southeast Asia com- 
mand will soon set them back on 
their heels. Otherwise, we may 
aufler a reverse here, and however 
•mall it might be in relation to the 

whale Pacific-Asiatic war, it could 
have seriously depressing military 
and political consequences, endan- 
gering General Stilwell's forces in 
Northern Burma, further complicat- 
ing the Chinese supply problem and 
perhaps aggravating the ahvays- 
delicate internal Indian situation. 

Good Friday 
By suffering the soul grows, and 

the sorrowful years of war through 
which mankind is passing are bring- 
ing to average people a more com- 

pelling understanding of the Pas- 
sion of Jesus Christ. Thus it hap- 
pens that Good Friday now bears a 

significance which in less trying 
times it lacked. The anniversary of 
the Crucifixion once had merely 
historical connotations. It was ob- 
served simply in acknowledgment 
of the Saviour’s submission of Him- 
self to death. Perhaps it was re- 

garded principally as a preface to 
Easter. 

Now, however, humanity’s tradi- 
tional attitude is disturbed. The 
destruction of life implicit in a 

global conflict may not be a phe- 
nomenon altogether novel, yet or- 

dinary men and women shudder at 
its willfulness. It is the conviction 
of thousands of folk that the pre- 
vailing ordeal of the whole race 

traces back to the sinfulness of only 
a few evil persons. So it was in the 
case of the Messiah. The masses, 
as Saint Mark testifies, “heard Him 
gladly.” With specific reference to 
contests between nations, He told 
them: “Be ye not troubled, for such 
things must needs be.” 

The mystic teaching here expressed 
is true in the experience of every 
individual. All that humanity pos- 
sesses of values worth having has 
been achieved by sacrifice. The 
race must pay for its blessings. 
Otherwise, they would not be appre- 
ciated fully. What Jesus preached 
was the doctrine of righteousness, 
fellowship and sympathy, without 
obedience to which civilization is 
impossible. He lived, as well as 

died, that the Kingdom of God—the 
reign of justice and mercy—might 
be established in this tortured earth. 

And Christ did not endure His 
agony of spirit, mind and body fruit- 
lessly. Despite occasional reverses, 
the progress of mankind has been 
continuous age after age from 
Golgotha onward. The price in 
terms of pain has been high, but 
the achievement already is magnifi- 
cent. Thus His vision will become 
a reality. People are beginning to 
understand with an accumulated 
wisdom the meaning of the Cross. 
New offerings are piled at its foot. 
Valiant immortals of Tarawa and 
Cassino have placed them there. A 
grateful multitude beholds in the 
spectacle the quickened promise of 
salvation for all mankind. 

It is said that gasoline may be 
produced from weeds, thus at least 
providing the perfect alibi for lazy 
Victory gardeners. Obviously it 
would be the height of folly to bend 
over in the hot sun and pull weeds, 
merely to increase the gasoline 
shortage. 

Long before the war great num- 
bers of Uncle Sam’s nieces have been 
looking for some way to get rid of 
their waist fat. 

British Cabinet Problems 
Important changes in the British 

cabinet obviously impend. The 
course of events in Britain during 
recent weeks makes that much a 

foregone conclusion. But just how 
or when those shifts will take place 
is as yet by no means clear, espe- 
cially from this side of the Atlantic. 
Parliamentary politics usually ger- 
minates behind the scenes, and this 
is especially true at the present junc- 
ture, when Britain is run by a coali- 
tion government which includes the 
three major parties—Conservative, 
Liberal and Labor. While the Con- 
servatives are the senior partner 
and have the main say. Labor and 
Liberal viewpoints and personalities 
have to be taken into account in the 
framing of all major decisions. This 
means a lot of confidential maneu- 

vering. 
it is evident tnat botn Parliament 

and the public is more critical and 
restive than published accounts 
would indicate. The upshot is a 
host of rumors as to what is going on 
behind closed doors. These rumors 
center about the position and pros- 
pects of Anthony Eden and his rela- 
tions with the Prime Minister. Mr. 
Eden has for some time past been 
doing double duty. In addition to 
his regular post as Foreign Secretary 
—a cabinet office which corresponds 
to our Secretary of State —Mr. 
Churchill’s prolonged illness and ab- 
sence from Britain made it advisable 
for Mr. Eden to assume the leader- 
ship of the House of Commons. This 

i latter job he has filled with general 
i satisfaction, and that fact enhances 

j his prospects of being the next Prime 
! Minister—a contingency which may 

j not be remote if Mr. Churchill does 
I not recover his health and strength. 

But the growing complexity and 
tension of Britain’s domestic politics 
make such demands upon Mr. Eden’s 
time and energy that it is becoming 
more and more difficult for him 
simultaneously to conduct Britain’s 
foreign affairs. The indications are, 
therefore, that Mr. Eden will resign 
his post as Foreign Secretary in or- 

der to devote himself wholly to the 

j leadership of the House, and the 
name widely considered as his logi- 
cal successor in the Foreign Office is 
that of Viscount Cranborne, a man 

of long cabinet experience and with 
a diplomatic background. 

However, Mr. Eden has much un- 

finished business which he could 
probably do better than any succes- 

sor. For one thing, there is the com- 

ing visit of Mr. Stettinius to London, 
representing the State Department 
in important exchanges in world 

problems. Then there is the im- 
perial conference, due in the near 

future, to discuss the status and 
prospects of the empire on war and 
postwar policies. For both those 
meetings. Mr. Eden’s special knowl- 
edge and experience may render 
him Indispensable at the Foreign 
Office. Yet the exigencies of British 
home politics may become too press- 
ing to be denied. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Eden carries hts dual burden as best 
he can. 

A Worthy Plan 
The plan for granting independ- 

ent unions representation on the 
War Labor Board which Senator 
Thomas of Utah has forwarded to 
the White House is both fair and 
entirely feasible if there is any real 
desire to give these minority groups 
the voice to which they are entitled 
in decisions vitally affecting their 
interests. 

Under the plan, which Senator 
Thomas submitted without any spe- 
cific recommendation of his own, 
the independents would be entitled 
to two representatives on the na- 
tional board and two on each of the 
regional boards, these members to 
sit only in cases affecting inde- 
pendent unions. Those opposing 
the request of the independents 
have said that it is administratively 
impractical to grant them repre- 
sentation on the board. It is ex- 
tremely difficult, however, to see 
how there could be any serious ad- 
ministrative difficulty in putting 
this plan into effect. 

As Senator Thomas has said, 
“Ultimately the plea of these people 
is bound to win because the justice 
of their plea cannot be denied by 
a democratic government.” Up to 
this time the independents have 
been compelled to submit their 
grievances to a tribunal whose labor 
members have a selfish Interest in 
the elimination of independent 
unions. There is no need to argue 
that this is unjust, for the injustice 
is self-evident. And It cannot be 
glossed over by idle talk to the effect 
that all members of the board func- 
tion as representatives of the public. 
This simply is not the case, and the 
sooner the pretense is dropped the 

•better it will be for the independents 
and the board, too. 

There are 456,976 different possible 
combinations of four letters, ranging 
from AAAA to ZZZZ. This should 
furnish enough different Govern- 
ment alphabetical agencies to last 
through the war without having to 
resort to rationing their names. 

A suggested theme song for the 
special District grand jury now in 
session is that old-time favorite, 
“Has Anybody Here Seen Kelly?” 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

Templeton Jones was telling how 
David Judson Courtney built him the 
most beautiful coal bin in the world. 

“If a coal bin can be a star in a 
man’s crown,” said Jones, “this one will 
speak up for that splendid man in the 
heaven where he has gone. 

"I am sure of that, and all of us who 
knewT Mr. Courtney will be sure of it. 

"I saw him first several years ago, 
when he was building a house next 
door. This was the first time in my 
life I ever had a grandstand seat at a 
house building. 

“It was not an altogether unmixed 
pleasure, because when the builders left 
every day the neighborhood children 
came in and whooped it up until dark. 

“My first sight of Mr. Courtney was 
one morning at 7 o’clock, really 6 o’clock. 
It was almost dark, and the tempera- 
ture stood at exactly 5 degrees above 
xero. 

“A tall figure in a dark coat, he 
blended with the foundations, the only 
thing done at that time. 

“He was very tall, and walked on his 
heels. I suppose it was some ailment, 
but it never made any difference when 
he got to work. 

“He could climb with the best of them, 
although he was almost 70 years old 
at the time. 

“There was no place any carpenter 
went that he couldn’t go. He was a 
splendid carpenter, one of the best in 
the W'orld, it seemed to us. 

“The things he could do with an elec- 
tric saw were marvelous to behold. 

“I will never forget the day he was 
first on the ridge pole, his hat slightly 
at an angle in the winter’s wind. When 
he was working, no matter how cold the 
day, he took off his overcoat.” 

* * * 

Templeton Jones smiled. 
“Mr. Courtney built a good house 

there, and I know everything about it 
is right, because I saw all the things no 
one can see after a house is finished. 

“Mr. Courtney saw to that. He was 
that sort of a man. Honest, fair, up- 1 

right, with a shy smile, and blue eyes, 
1 

he went about his business every day in 
the way every man should go about his 
business, as if it were the most important 
in the world. 

“We missed him, after the house was 
completed. But then the war came 
along, and building private homes was 
off the agenda for the duration. 

“Mr. Courtney had to fall back on odd 
jobs around the neighborhood. Of 
course, he didn’t have to work, but he 
couldn’t stop. No man can. It is in the 
blood. 

"I would see his car around, every 
now and then, and had him at our house 
a couple of times. I couldn’t saw a 
block, m3'self, so I always marveled at 
the way our friend could handle any- 
thing, from a balky window to an ob- 
streperous garage door. 

“One day I asked Mr. Courtney about 
building me a coal bin. Hitherto our 
coal had been put under the basement 
steps. Tire Government at this time 
wanted every one to store coal for the 
winter. 

“Mr. Courtney had some lumber sent 
around. When I went down into the 
basement to see it, I was very much 
disappointed. It was the usual sort of 
wood for such jobs, but these boards 
had been left out in the rain, and were 
all blackened by mildew. 

“I asked him about it, and said I 
didn’t like the wood. He said all he 
could get now any better was knotty 
pine, but that it would double the 
price. 

"Well, he built me my knotty pine 
coal bin, probably the only one like it 
anywhere. The loving care he put upon 
it was beautiful to see. He was as proud 
of it as if it had been an entire house. 

“One day, shortly befora he left us, 
I saw him on a bus. ’Mr. Courtney,’ I 
said, ’did you ever build a coal bin of 
knotty pine before?’ He smiled in his 
«hy way, 1 never did,’ he replied." 

Letters to The Star 
Amazonian Impressions Prompt 

Words of Caution 
To the Editor of The St»r: 

Recently there appeared In the En- 
gineering News-Record a description of 
the Ford rubber plantation near San- 
tarem, Para. Brazil. That article does 
not deal with generalities but with facts. 
As far as the present production of rub- 
ber on the Ford plantation is concerned, 
it is small—about 500 tons for 1943— 
and the development was commenced 
in 1929. This is not the issue; what is 
of interest is that at present the 17,000 
acres containing 3.500,000 trees—later to 
be thinned to only 1,750.000 (a good Bra- 
zilian tree gives about 10 pounds of 
latex per annum)— has been developed 
into a pleasant community in the midst 
of the "terrible, unhealthy Amazonian 
jungle" about which so many weird and 
mostly untrue tales have been written. 

Here the Ford money has built a 

community of 8,000 people who live un- 
der conditions far superior, in many 
respects, to those of the laboring classes 
of similar category in this country. 

At first it might seem that these peo- 
ple lack much that we have, but to 
understand the matter properly it must 
be realized that much that we need is 
superfluous and useless in a climate like 
that of Amazonia. The wages, from our 
standpoint, are ridiculously low but the 
main sources of individual expense and 
"unpredictable expenses" are taken care 
of by the company. Free housing, 
hospitalization, medical care, nursing, 
light, water, dentistry and schooling are 
given. Food, clothing, household sup- 
plies and other staple necessities are 
sold at cost by the company. It is true 
that as yet not a penny of direct profit 
has come out of the place. The Ford 
organization has invested some $8,000,000 
there since 192S, but that is a relatively 
small amount for the results accom- 
plished. This money, to a great extent, 
represents direct wages, the workmen 
taking the natural raw materials of the 
locality and utilizing them for their 
needs in housing and civic improve- 
ments. It shows what good can be 
wrought by money proDerlv aDDlied 

in contrast Is the mild expose, in the 
News-Record article, of the wasteful ex- 
penditure without much cash result. The 
Ford rate of $jay for rubber tapping 
seems low—about 65 cents a day—while 
the “hurrah boys” offered the equiva- lent of $2.65 cents a day. Some of the 
Ford workers left to gather wild rubber, but they soon returned to the planta- 
tion disgusted. They found that they 
were only paid for 60 per cent of the 
latex gathered, and that the hardship* 
were not compensated and that the ex- 
penses that they had to meet from their 
wages left them practically in debt. 
Hence, they found themselves infinitely better off working for the Ford interests 
than for the “hurrah boys.” All this 
makes one do some thinking about the 
constantly reiterated claim that the 
American workman is paid more and 
therefore is better off than any one else 
in the world. It also raises the question 
as to whether or not we are not fooling ourselves to some extent when we are 
led to believe that our industry has the 
world at its feet. Annually we are 
plagued with tornadoes, floods, forest 
fires, extremes of heat and cold, heavy 
snows, etc., which all lay a burden of 
charges against our production and 
which must be charged up to It. Sea- 
sonal climatic changes cause workers 
much annual expense for different kinds 
of clothing, and our homes and factories 
are expensive because we have to heat 
them and air-condition them. This also 
adds to the cost of production. Senator TaTt evidently recognized these factors 
when, in a recent magazine article, he 
mentioned that while we could produce 
many things cheaply, due to skill and 
plant facilities, he doubted if we could 
produce as cheaply as some other people could, once they were industralized and 
possessed plants approaching ours. As he remarked, the South Americans, the natives of Africa, the people of India and the people of Southern China can 
use machinery and modem methods, too, if they are placed in a position to do so. and it costs them much less to 
live, merely due to climatic conditions if for no other reason. 

I do not wish to appear pessimistic but facts are facts and we are not 100 
per cent sold on a general national 
prosperity after this war unless we cease to engage in foreign trade, build a wall of taiiff around the country, devise some 
method by which we create a constantly 
rising cycle of needs within this country and live by taking in each other’s wash- 
ing at constantly rising prices. Too few 
remember the generally believed theory 
current in 1928 or thereabouts that we 
never could have a depression in this 
country. All we needed was a general demand for more and more and still 
more. 

We recall that once a Brazilian cloth 
mill owner complained to us that he 
had a huge stock on hand and feared 
that he would go bankrupt if he sold 
it at the market because he would only realize 20 per cent profit. I asked him 
what he regarded as profit and he told 
me that he figured on about 100 per cent. This is cited to show what oppor- tunities exist in growing countries for 
the profitable investment in plant by those w'ho have the capital, and it is 
not hard to imagine a flight of capital from this country to those still in a 
relative state of undevelopment. 

Another illustration may be found in 
the statement made by an official of the 
national Brazilian company formed to 
develop the Rio Doce Valley in the State 
of Minas Gerais. This man said that 
the government-held preferred stock 
oould pay a dividend of 15 per cent 
which, by Brazilian standards, was not 
an excessive rate. 

Perhaps people do not realize it but 
much of our foreign market was lost, during the last war, because conditions 
forced certain nations to begin *to pro- duce for themselves. This war is forc- 
ing the same sort of development at a 
greater rate and again we may find our 
previous markets in certain lines miss- 
ing when peace returns. 

C. J. SEIBERT. 

Or Merely An Aspirant 
From the Topeka Capital. 

A farmer near Reading, Pa., has been 
indicted on charge of permitting 60 
steers to die of starvation. If he had 
killed them off by the million, as 
Wallace did the little pigs, he might have become Vice President. 

Plasma 
This is the ruby sought in precious 

mines— 
The fount that from the sacred moun- 

tain streams— 
Elixir that a Ponce de Leon dreams— 

Grape sacrificial of immortal vines. 
What though the pulse shall falter for 

an hour? 
Doivn ruddy channels the new tide 

will run 
As the spring freshet sparkles to the 

sun— 
A.s the dewed rose glows unto perfect 

flower. 
Think how a wounded boy looks up and 

smiles— 
Glimpsing a vista through wide-flowing 

miles— 
Hears a bird singing, finds a garden 

lair, 
Feels tender touches upon cheek and 

hair, 
Sees a world brighten that had faded 

dim 
And clasps his Heaven-on-earth, brcmght 

back to him! 
EDITH DE BLOTS LASKEY. 

This .Changing World / 
1 

Constantine Brown 
me result oi tne presidential primary 

in Wisconsin, after which Wendell L. 
Willkie withdrew from the Republican 
race, might conceivably have been men- 
tioned briefly by a 

few Ambassadors in 
the United States in 
reports to their cap- 
itals a few years ago. 

However, the pri- 
mary formed the 
subject of long cables 
Thursday, when 
nearly every foreign 
mission here report- 
ed to its government 
what many envoys 
describe as one of 
the most sensational 
political develop- 
ments of the year. 

Their attention was attracted neither 
by the fact that Mr. Willkie was de- 
feated nor by the fact that Gov. Thomas 
E. Dewey made such a remarkable 
showing. Fundamentally, the person- 
ality of the individual in American 
politics today is of lesser importance 
that the trends these trained foreign 
observers profess to see in the develop- 
ment of American political thought, 

* * # * 
The main interest of the diplomats 

has been in whether the defeat of Mr. 
Willkie, the second best-known Ameri- 
can political figure abroad, indicated a 

strong tendency toward isolationism and 
nationalism throughout the country. 

The diplomats who have been in the 

United States for a r umber of years 
and have had frequerc relation* with 
Americans in all walk* of life realise 
that old-fashioned isost on ism cannot 
be revived. 

But they also appreciate the fact that 
it is being replaced to# what may be 
called a new nationalist! and the pre- 
war unsavory expression of "America 
first" may now assume in entirely new 

meaning. 
Mr. Willkie has been Aimed on record 

as sharing many view! o' the present 
administration and to !ia*.e Indorsed in 
his own manner some of the principles 
of Vice President Wallace, While crit- 
icizing the methods of the administra- 
tion. he has said he favbred an all-out 
collaboration after the war and has 
shown no indication that he wanted 
America to have the paramount voice 
in postwar affairs. 

* * * * 

Through their own contacts and 
through the reports of the many consuls 
and nationals in this country, the for- 
eign missions here believe they have as 
clear a picture of American trends as 
is possible under the circumstances. 
They think they can detect an im- 
patience over the conduct of the exter- 
nal political aspects of the war. This 
dissatisfaction may be translated at the 
polls in a victory for a man who will 
adopt a strong policy toward all the 
complex foreign matters which have 
now become important issues, not nec- 
essarily a strictly nationalist attitude. 

Every one realizes mat «. » 

military aspect of the war which is 

causing the confusion. A really cohesive • 

United Nations could bring the enemy 
to his knees with much greater ease. 

But the doubts existing in the minds of 
so many member countries about the 

postwar world, the tragically conflict- 
ing ideologies and practical issues which 
are nowhere near being solved, make 
the position of the Allies difficult. 

* * * * 

The representatives of the smaller 
nations are fearful that they are being 
sold down the river. There are ample 
reasons to Justify their fears. Great 
Britain and the dominions are worried 
about the future of the empire, which 
would be placed in a difficult position if 
the balance of power were permanently 
disrupted. And all these countries look 
to the United States as the answer to 
their problems. 

In many of these embassies the spec- 
ter of a nationalistic America brings 
no fear. They believe a nationalistic 
United States, fully aware of its tre- 
mendous strength and vast potentials 
during and after the war, cannot as- 

sume a semi-isolationist position as was 
the case after Versailles. 

From this angle the various policies 
and views of candidates for the presi- 
dency are being scanned. Full reports 
of their views and of their chances of 
being elected are being sent by the 
diplomats to the various chancellories 
throughout the world. 

j On the Record 
« / 

Dorothy Thompson 
If there is much public confusion 

regarding our foreign policy it can be 
partially explained by the use we have 
made of the recognition or nonrecognl- 
tlon or governments. 

In traditional dip- 
lomatic procedure.lt 
is the custom to 

recognize the gov- 
ernment of another 
state without any 
implications of ap- 
provai or dis- 
approval. The ques- 
tion is only whether 
a government is, in 
fact, in power. To 
be in power means 
to control the major 
part of a state's ter- 
ritory, enforce its 
laws—whatever they are, and however 
they may be made—and be in effective 
control of the diplomatic machinery. 

Tlie advantage of this standard is 
that it can be exactly applied. There 
are practical reasons for it: Every state 
needs to maintain relations with the 
effective government. Every state has 
to protect its own citizens and their 
legitimate interests in every other state. 

The principle of procedure is so well 
established that the severance of diplo- 
matic relations between states is com- 

monly considered a prelude to war. 
* * * * 

However, the United States, before 
this administration, but increasingly 
under it, has developed another practice: 
To recognize or not recognize as an 
indication of approval or disapproval. 
It has been applied without reference 
to intended action. We are not unique 
in this, though few states have indulged 
in it as we have. 

The outstanding case is the Soviet 
Union, which has been effectively in 
power since 1920. Yet we did not recog- 
nize the Soviet government until 1933— 

although for nine year* previous we had 
carried on financial negotiations with a 
government theoretically nonexistent. 
The same attitude was adopted by other 
states and contributed to the all but 
neurotic fear of the Soviet government 
of the western powers. This procedure 
was the more preposterous in that Com- 
munist parties, affiliated with and di- 
rected by Moscow, existed in most coun- 
tries, and were the chief argument for 
nonrecognition, while the Soviet gov- 
ernment supported these parties as the 
only means it had of influencing the 
policies of other countries. Hie dissolu- 
tion of the Comintern is a logical result 
of the re-establishment of normal diplo- 
matic relations. There is no doubt that 
Stalin would rather negotiate with Mr. 
Hull than with Mr. Browder. There 
is also no doubt that this is better for us. 

Now the converse of disapproval is 
approval. If nonrecognition means we 

disapprove, then recognition obviously 
means that we approve. 

Other nations, which do not use 
diplomacy in quite this fashion, are 
therefore entitled to draw deductions. 
We did recognize the Hitler govern- 
ment. We did so even though the Hit- 
ler government was doing .what the 
Soviets were doing—organizing sup- 
porters of its own policy inside other 
states, even inside our own. How could 
Hitler fail to deduce that we were more 
opposed to the Soviets than to him? 

We had the dubiously legalistic ar- 

gument that the transition from the 
Weimar Republic to the Third Reich 
was "constitutional.” 

But this same argument failed in 
the case of Gen. Franco. There the 
constitutional government was Loyalist. 
Yet we recognized Gen. Franco's gov- 
ernment once it was in effective con- 

trol-through coup d’etat and civil war. 
Under these conditions it is no won- 

der that many Americans accuse the 
State Department of being pro-Fascist. 

Actually It Is no more pro Fascist 
than I am. But we have gotten our- 
selves Into a dilemma by having not 
one principle, but two, and applying 
them more or less arbitrarily. 

* * * * 
At this moment there are four 

diplomatic situations in which we are 
applying one principle or the other— 
or mixing both. 

We have refused to recognize the 
government of the Argentine. It has 
come into power by the same means as 
many other Latin America* govern- 
ments—by coup d’etat. But this par- 
ticular coup d’etat we don’t approve of. 

However, we also do not approve of 
what the government of Eire is doing, 
and we have sent a sharp diplomatic 
note demanding a reinterpretation of 
the traditional principles of neutrality. 
Yet, although we have been defeated, 
we recognize the government of Mr. 
de Valera. 

Then there is the government of 
Marshal Badoglio. There we apparently 
apply both principles—recognition and 
nonrecognition. We have turned over 
the theoretical administration of 
Southern Italy to him, but at Moscow 
we announced our intention to sup- 
port a reform of his government, and 
we have indicated displeasure at full 
recognition by the Soviet government. 

Finally, we have failed to recognize 
that Gen. de Gaulle heads even * 
provisional government for France, in 
spite of the fact that he is in effective 
control of French Africa. Our failure 
to recognize him would not have equal 
importance, however, if we had not 
made recognition or nonrecognition a 
badge of approval or disapproval. 

I There are, therefore, sound grounds 
for divorcing approval from recogni- 
tion. It has gotten us all balled up, and 
is not only confusing to other states, 
but to opinion at home. 

(Releesed by the Bell Syndicate, Inc.) 

'Break’ for Democrats David Lawrence 
Has the election of President Roose- 

velt for a fourth term been brought 
closer to realization by the withdrawal 
of Wendell Willkie from the Republican 
race? 

Some observers 
here think so. Oth- 
ers believe that the 
prestige of the 
Dewey candidacy 
has been enhanced 
to the point where 
he may win the ul- 

; timate victory in 

I November, 
j The basis for the 

assumption that Mr. 
Roosevelt's chances 
have been improved, 
is that the Republi- 
can party is split be- 
tween an isolationist and international 
point of view and that the independent 
voters of the country, most of whom 
do not vote in Republican primaries, 
will be inclined to vote again for Mr. 
Roosevelt rather than to take a chance 
on a middle-of-the-road candidate who 
is not forthright about international 
policy, but attempts to appease both 
wings of the Republican party at the 
same time. 

* # * * 

Any attempt to write off Gov. Dewey 
as an isolationist is not justified on 
the basis of the Wisconsin vote. It is 
true that the Dewey delegates were 

| .known as isolationists to many voters 
and it is also true that Gov. Dewey 
himself, in 1940, made speeches with 
an isolationist flavor when he entered 
Wisconsin. But it is also true that the 
New York Governor did not select the 
Wisconsin delegates and asked that his 
name not be used in that primary. 

Considerable mystery attaches to the 

readiness of Mr. Willkie to make Wis- 
consin a final test of his strength. Any 
one with a knowledge of Wisconsin's 
political make-up would have said that 
this was the last place for an out- 
spoken international policy man to seek 
delegates. Wisconsin is whole-heart- 
edly in the war now, but before Pearl 
Harbor it was considered a strongly 
isolationist electorate. 

Mr. Willkie’s withdrawal accelerates 
by many weeks the Republican situa- 
tion and in a sense clarifies the air. 
It puts Gov. Dewey on the spot. He 
is out in front. He must choose soon 
between the isolationist and interna- 
tional co-operation wing of the party. 
If he tries to carry water on both shoul- 
ders, he will become a straddler in the 
eyes of the independent voters. If he 
appears to lean closer to the Willkie 
viewpoint than the isolationist view- 
point, he will virtually assure his own 
election. 

* v * * 

Many Republicans of the conservative 
school have looked upon Mr. Willkie as 
a lone figure with little or no influence. 
This has been proved in Wisconsin in 
a four-cornered primary. They have 
scorned him as a Democrat—as if Dem- 
ocratic votes were no longer important 
in a country in which the majority has 
three times in succession voted Demo- 
cratic. These Republicans also have 
regarded it as important to drive Mr. 
Willkie out of the Republican party, 
little realizing that it is the Willkie fol- 
lowing among the independent voters 
that has been at stake. 

Where will the Willkie following go? 
If the Republican managers are count- 
ing only on corralling Republican votes 
next time, the 1944 election is as good 
as lost for them. They must convert 
many former Democrats, and among 

these are millions of independent mind. 
The Democratic managers will not be 

slow to take advantage of the Willkie 
situation. The independents will want 
to know where Gov. Dewey stands. If 
he keeps silence till the convention and 
confines himself to generalities there- 
after, an international crisis will arise 
next summer. The other nations of 
the world will wonder about America's 
policy after the elections. Will Russia 
be given less co-operation? Will the 
lease-lend agreement be abrogated? Will 
China get continued support? Or will 
the strategy of the war be unchanged 
and the plans for international co- 
operation afterward be more along the 
lines of the Roosevelt-Hull policies than 
along the lines of the Republican Ideas 
of 192t> when Harding succeeded Wil- 
son? 

* * * * 
The Wisconsin election is in a sense 

a break for the Democratic side because 
it raises the issue earlier than it might 
otherwise have been raised. Mr. Willkie 
will continue to be outspoken. His in- 
fluence may be like that of William Jen- 
nings Bryan who when not a candidate 
had a greater hold on the voters than 
when he was running for office. He 
was always opposed by the regulars, but 
nevertheless influenced public opinion 
and his party. 

Mr. Willkie did make a mistake—he 
should have known that to make 
speeches saying exactly what he thought 
about current issues is a cardinal mis- 
take inside the Republican party and 
that to take a definite position on world 
affairs was very risky, indeed. But he 
didn’t make a mistake in following his 
conscience and expressing his convic- 
tions irrespective of the effect thereof 
politically. Sometimes it is important 
to lose an election contest to win a 
cause. 

(Reproduction Riehte Reserved) 

Experience Tells in War Maj. George Fielding Eliot 
jn war mere is no substitute for ex- 

perience. Training can do a great deal, 
but it cannot make veterans. It can 
prepare officers and men to meet emer- 
gencies within cer- 
tain very definite 
limitations; but it is 
not until the actual 
emergencies of bat- 
tle have been met 
and overcome that 
troops begin to ac- 

quire that confi- 
dence in themselves 
and in their leaders 
which is the hall- 
mark of a seasoned 
soldiery. 

The evolution of 
the Russian Army 
since June 22. 1941, 
is an excellent case history to prove 
this point. The Russian troops which 
met the first German onset were for 
the most part men who had never heard 
a shot fired in anger, save for a few 
divisions which had served in Finland. 
Some of the older officers had served 

j in the World War, in the Polish War, 
! or the War of Liberation. But for the 
j most part the Russian Army was com- 

| posed of raw troops as far as actual 
| battle experience was concerned. It 
! fought with bravery and devotion 
i against an enemy whose tactical su- 

j periority was painfully evident at every 
J point of encounter; and it was only at 

a vast price in lives and lost territory 
that it succeeded in saving Russia. 

* * * * 

To compare the Red Army of 1941 
with the magnificently commanded, 
smoothly working, hard-hitting military 
machine wTiich the Red Army has be- 
come today is an instructive lesson in 
the value of experience as a teacher of 
warfare. 

It might be well for Americans to 
realize that our own army Is very largely 
an inexperienced army. Some of our 
divisions have acquired valuable battle 
experience in Tunisia, Sicily and Italy, and a leaven of staff officers and combat 
leaders who have served in these battles 
has been scattered throughout the serv- 
ice. But for the majority of our troop 
units, as the day of invasion approaches, the actual shock of battle has yet to 
be undergone. * 

We are fortunate in having a certain 
number of seasoned divisions to lead the 
way; we are fortunate in having experi- 
enced officers in the higher places; we 
are particularly fortunate in having a 
commander in chief who has already shown that he knows how to win vic- 
tories. But when all is said and done 
we must remember that the bulk of our 
troops are not veterans, and we must 
not expect them to accomplish quite as 
much or to do it quite as quickly as if 
they were going into their tenth battle 
instead of their first. 

* * * * 

The same remarks apply to the Brit- 
ish troops who will be fighting at their 
sides. A great many of them are men 

who have never left the British Isles. 
Like our own forces, all that training 
can do for them has been done. Ex- 
perience they must acquire for them- 
selves. 

With the Germans, it is not ao. There 
is scarcely a division of the German 
Army which has not seen more than one 
tour of duty on the Russian front, to 
say nothing of the earlier campaigns 
of the war. The German Army is a 
veteran army, with its apprenticeship 
well behind it. Its best divisions are 
the equals of any troops on earth, as 

has been demonstrated recently at Cas- 
sino. 

The trouble with the German Army Is 
not lack of experience, but lack of man- 
power. Its former vast reserves of 
strong, vigorous young men are gone. 
Such men are to be found In any num- 
bers only in carefully hand-picked 
units like the 1st Parachute Division 
of Cassino fame. Many of its divi- 
sions are mere “defensive” divisions, 
composed of artillerymen, machine gun 
and mortar crews and service elements, 
but without enough riflemen for a sus- 
tained offensive or, indeed, for any- 
thing more than a little patrolling and 
outpost duty. 

* * * * 

Many German troop units now in- 
clude, in subsidiary positions, large 
numbers of soldiers who are not Ger- 
mans at all, conscripted from the popu- 
lations of the lands Germany has oc- 

cupied. These men are wholly unre- 
liable, have to be watched by Germans 
to get them to fight at all, and desert 
to us at the first opportunity. And even 
in units where this is not so, the Ger- 
man soldiers themselves are, for the 
most part, either young boys recently 
conscripted or men well past their full 
and active vigor. 

Those of us who served on the west- 
ern front in 1918 saw the same condi- 
tions developing in the German Army 
of that year and know them for what 
they were—the heralds of failing 
strength. The Germany Army of 1918 
was experienced, too; it made its ex- 

perience count against the tough but 
raw Americans in the opening days of 
the Meuse-Argonne offensive. But it 
was a beaten army for all that. 

{Ooprrleht. 1944.) 


