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Sevastopol's Defenses Smashed 
By Soviets, Tarnopol Captured; 
U.S. Raids on Romania Aid Reds 

Planes and Ships 
Attack Germans 
Fleeing Crimea 

(Map on Page A-4.) 
Bs the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Sunday, April 16.— 
Russian troops smashing through 
Sevastopol’s outer defenses yes- 
terday captured points on a 
broad front only 3 V2 miles north 
of that burning Crimean citadel, 
while in old Poland another Red 
Army crushed the 16,000-man 
Axis garrison at Tarnopol on the 
southern invasion route to Berlin 
after a three-week siege, Moscow 
announced early today. 

The fall of Sevastopol appeared to 
be near. 

A midnight Soviet bulletin said 
Soviet warships and planes were 

sinking evacuation boats; thousands 
of Germans and Romanians were 
giving up without a fight, and large 
groups of other enemy troops were 

trapped in the mountains along the 
southern coast east of Alushta, 
which is 45 miles east of Sevastopol. 

Crack Tank Unit Arrives. 
The Russians also said units of 

the 10th German SS Tank Division 
had “just arrived from France” to 
bolster sagging Axis lines in former 
Poland. The late communique said 
these had been badly mauled by 
Russian troops attacking in an area 
40 miles south of captured Tarnapol. 

Surging down the Crimean west 
coast through a fortified area which 
took the Germans eight months to 
crack in their 1941-2 siege of Sevas- 
topol, Red forces captured Lyubi- 
movlca, just above the Chornaya Es- 
tuary, between them and the prize 
city, a Moscow bulletin said. 

On three widely separated fronts, 
the Russians said, staggering casual- 
ties were inflicted on the Germans 
and Romanians, whom Soviet front 
war correspondents in recent days 
have declared were showing in- 
creased signs of apathy and demor- 
alization, evident by mass sur- 
renders. 

Tarnopo! Garrison Crushed. 
The Soviet high command gave 

these totals and summaries of the 
fighting on the three fronts: 

Tarnopol—A total of 16,000 Ger- 
mans, the entire garrison, was 
crushed after a three-week siege of 
the city 75 miles southeast of Lwow, 
the next big Soviet objective which 
is one of the largest rail junctions 
In Europe. The remnants of four 

divisions and other units all were 
Killed, except 2,400 who quit the 
fight. 

Odessa—Between March 25 and 
April 12 Gen. Rodion Y. Malino- 
vsky’s 3rd Ukraine Army killed 
26.800 enemy troops and captured 
10.680 for a total of 37.480 in opera- 
tions which liberated Odessa on the 
iSlack Sea and sent bedraggled Axis 
femnants fleeing across the Dnestr 
estuary into lower Bessarabia. In 
addition, immense stores of Axis 
equipment were destroyed or cap- 
tured. 

Crimea—Another 6,000 Germans 
and Romanians surrendered Friday 
to boost a seven-day total to 37,000. 

escaping snips masted. 

The Axis death toll in the Crimea 
had not been detailed by Moscow, 
but was believed to be almost equal 
to the number of prisoners, and 
Soviet airmen were attacking every 
small German ship trying to escape 
from Sevastopol. 

The Russians struck 24 miles down 
the western Crimean coast through 
Adzhi-Bulat, Kacha. Malashai, and 
Belbek to reach Lyubimovka—with- 
in easy artillery range of thousands 
of Axis troops wrho had fled into 
Sevastopol for a death or surrender 
battle. 

Other units striking down the 
Simferopol-Sevastopol railway from 
the northeast captured Dovankoi, 
only 9 miles outside the bluff city 
which the Germans captured July 3, 
1942, after a siege in which they 
Buffered 300,000 casualties. 

These troops moving in on Sevasto- 
pol could see Russian aircraft carry- 
ing out mass raids Friday night on 
Axis troops there, and the com- 

munique said explosions of tremen- 
dous force occurred in fuel dumps. 
Fires also broke out at the rail sta- 
tion. German vessels in the bay 
trying to remove some of the fleeing 
enemy troops also were attacked. 

60 More Towns Taken. 
Sixty more towns and villages 

were taken by the merged armies of 
Gens. Feodor I. Tolbukhin and 
Andrei I. Yeremenko in the Crimea, 
and less than a tenth of the huge 
peninsula, which is about the size 
of Maryland, remained in German 
hands. 

The fall of Tarnopol released a 
flood of Soviet troops for a resumed 
drive tow'ard Lwow, which already 
is distantly menaced by other units 
attacking neav Brody. 50 miles to 
the northeast, and in the Stanisla- 
wow sector, 65 miles to the south- 
east. 

German troops in the city had 
been surrounded since March 26, 
and Soviet troops first reached the 
city March 9. Stubborn Axis resist- 
ance there had impeded the all-out 
Russian attack toward Lwow, a ma- 
jor bastion on the road and railway 
running w-estw'ard through Krakow 
into Germany proper. 

Thirty-eight miles south of Tar- 
nopol in the Czortkow (Chertkov) 
sector, where the Germans have a 
deep salient in Russian lines, the 
communique said the 1st Ukraine 
troops under Marshal Gregory K 
Zhukov captured five more locali- 
ties, Including Dzhrin, 10 miles west 
of Czortkow, and Bazar, 11 miles 
southwest of Czortkow. 
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Jap Strike at Eniwetok Fails; 
Liberators Hit Kuriles Again 

Kreuger's Cavalrymen Report 3,000 of Foe 
Slain in U. S. Invasion of Admiralty Isles 

Ey the Associate^ Press. 

Repulse of the first Japanese 
attempt in five weeks to strike 
against an American Central Pa- 
cific base and additional United 
States air attacks on Japan's 
Kurile Islands were reported by 
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz yes- 
terday. 

The Fleet announcement from 
Pearl Harbor said night fighters of 
the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing inter, 
cepted Japanese bombers as they 
came in before dawn Friday to hit 
the American base on Eniw'etok 
Atoll in the Marshalls. The Jap 
bombers were turned back as the 
Marine pilots shot down two and 
probably accounted for a third. All 

of the Japanese bombs fell in the 
water. 

The last previous Japanese at- 
tempt to smash the Eniwetok base, 
768 land miles northeast of Truk, 
was on March 8. In that case the 
Japanese inflicted slight damage. 

Steady hammering of the Kuriles 
was continued Thursday night and 
Friday morning. Ventura search 
planes of Fleet Air Wing 4 unloaded 
explosives on much-bombed Para- 
mushiro and Shumushu. The same 
night Liberators of the 11th Army 
Air Force struck Paramushiro and 
Onnekotan. The Japanese sent up 
only meager antiaircraft fire. 

Three thousand Japanese have 
(See PACIFIC, Page A-6.) 

Allies Admit Japs Cut 
Two Strategic Roads 
Serving Strongholds 

Deadly Jungle Battles 
Fought to Clear Links 
To Kohima and Imphal 

(Map on Page A-6.) 
By the Associated Press. 

NEW DELHI, April 15.—The 
Japanese have blocked the road 
to Dimapur out of Kohima and 
still hold stretches of the 
Bishenpur-Silchar track out of 
Imphal, Allied headquarters 
acknowledged today as Allied 
forces fought deadly jungle 
battles to clear these land con- 
nections between the Assam- 
Bengal railroad and the two 
threatened Allied strongholds in 
Northeastern India. 

This was the first time the South- 
east Asia command had made 
known that the Japanese invaders, 
despite all Allied efforts, had 
blocked the 35 mile road from 
Kohima to Dimapur, important 
point on the railroad. The com- 
munique said operations against 
these blocks were “progressing.” 

Road’s Importance Emphasized. 
The importance of the 150-mile 

Bishenpur-Silchar track was em- 

phasized by the disclosure in Allied 
quarters that this alternative route 
could be traversed by jeeps and 
other jungle vehicles. The first dis- 
closure that the Japanese were 
operating along it was made yester- 
day. Silchar is the terminal of a 

spur to the Bengal-Assam railway. 
(The Tokio radio said heavy 

fighting was underway between 
the advancing Japanese and the 
Allies defending the Bishenpur- 
Silchar road. “The enemy is 
throwing in reinforcements reck- 
lessly despite heavy losses,” the 
broadcast said. "It should be re- 
called that when their supply 
line on the Kohima-Imphal road 
was cut off March 28 the enemy 
hurriedly embarked on repairs to 
the hitherto unused Bishenpur- 
Silchar road in order to render it 
passable to motor lorries as a last 
way of escape.”) 

Allies Act to Meet Threat. 
It was apparent that the Allies 

had sent a force eastward from 
Dimapur to meet the threat of the 
invading Japanese. Dimapur is 615 
miles northeast of Calcutta by rail- 
road. This Bengal-Assam rail line 
feeds the American-Chinese opera- 
tions under Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Stil- 
well and the air operation undei 
Maj. Gen. Claire L. Chennault oJ 
the 14th Army Air Force in China 

Smashing this rail line would be 
a major objective for the Japanese 
for from it may stem allied opera- 
tions against their hard-won hold- 
ings in China—or against the Japa- 
nese mainland itself. 

Sidney Brooks Dies 
In Nine-Story Fall 
At Apartment Here 

Former WPB Executive 
And Writer Was Cited 
By Gen. Pershing 

Sidney Brooks, 52, former exec- 
utive with the War Production 
Board and writer on interna- 
tional affairs, died last night in 
Georgetown Hospital after a 
9-story fall down a stair well at 
the Chancery Apartments, 3130 
Wisconsin avenue* where he 
lived. 

Pearl Johnson, colored elevator 
operator, heard a thud about 7 p.m. 
and found Mr. Brooks, mortally 
injured in the basement directly 
beneath the stair well. 

Dr. John Huder, a physician, as- 
sisted in getting Mr. Brooks into the 
ambulance. 

Resigned From WPB in 1942. 
Mr. Brooks resigned from the 

priorities review section of the War 
Production Board in December, 1942. 
He had been doing free lance writ- 
ing since. 

As a first lieutenant in the World 
War, he was attached to the gen- 
eral staff. Gen. John J. Pershing 
cited him for exceptionally merito- 
rious service and he received the 
Purple Heart. 

After the armistice Mr. Brooks 
served with the civil administration 
of the area in Germany occupied by 
American forces. His work had to 
do with finding and returning in- 
dustrial equipment taken by the 
German Army. 

Served Under Hoover. 
He was with the American re- 

lief administration under Herbert 
Hoover and served in Russia during' 
the famine of 1921-22. He wrote a 
number of books, among them, 
“America and Poland,” “America 
and Germany.” and “Russian Rail- 
roads in the Crisis of 1923.” 

When he returned to America he 
worked for International Telephone 
<fe Telegraph Co. a number of years 
as foreign statistician. 

Last year in June a man fell to 
his death in the same stair well. 
Charles Edward Baker, 33, a moving 
picture operator who lived in the 
Chancery Apartments fell through 
a skylight in the roof and was found 
dead in the basement, according to 
police records. 

Capt. Grashio Promoted; 
Survived 'Death March' 
By the Associated Press. 

SAN FRANCISCO, April 15.— 
Fourth Air Force headquarters an- 
nounced today the promotion of 
Samuel C. Grashio, only escaped 
Air Force survivor of the Bataan 
March of Death,” from captain to 

major. Maj. Grashio, 26, is from 
Spokane, Wash. 

Ploesti, Bucharest 
And Reich Hit in 
2-Way Offensive 

By the Associate*4 Press. 

LONDON, April 15.—Powerful 
American aerial forces, possibly 
totaling as many as 2,000 planes, 
struck from Britain and Italy 
today, strafing German airfields 
and transportation facilities and 
bombing the Romanian capital 
of Bucharest and the oil center 
of Ploesti in blows directly sup- 
porting the Red Army. 

Flying out from British bases, 
United States Lightnings, Thun- 
derbolts and Mustangs of the 8th 
and 9th Air Forces swept over 10 
German and German occupied 
airfields with some formations 
penetrating as far east as an airfield 
in the vicinity of Berlin. 

Thirty American fighters failed 
to return, the Army announced to- 
night. This constituted the largest 
number of losses ever suffered by 
American fighters in a single day's 
operation. 

A possible explanation of the 
record loss was contained in a 

headquarters statement that “many 
fighters encountered intense flak.” 

is Nazi nanes Downed. 

The fighters, which possibly 
totaled between 500 and 750 planes, 
shot down 18 German planes in 
aerial combat. In addition, they 
destroyed and damaged “a consid- 
erable number of enemy aircraft on 
the ground,” a communique said. 

Their low-level strafing attacks 
also were directed at barges, flak 
cars, a factory and locomotives in 
'Germany. Returning pilots reported 
they had damaged 17 locomotives. 

The assaults today broke a one- 
day lull in the heavy blows being 
rained on Hitler's aerial defenses 
and supply lines. 

The British based operations 
which ranged over a wide area of 
Central and Northern Germany 
constituted one of the greatest mass 
fighter attacks ever launched. The 
communique did not name the tar- 
gets of the fighters, which pressed 
forward their attacks despite gener- 
ally unfavorable weather conditions. 

150 Miles From Soviet Front. 
In the assault from Italian bases 

a force of probably 700 American 
heavy bombers with at least 500 
escorting fighters penetrated to 
within 150 miles of the Russian- 
German front. 

The highest previous American 
fighter loss was 24 planes on the 
April 8 raids on the Brunswick 
plane plants and a number of Ger- 
man airfields when 148 German 
fighters were knocked out of the 
air by American fighters and bomb- 
ers together. 

The American heavy bombers 
based in Britain remained idle for 
the second day in a row after six 
days of continuous blasting at Nazi 
air defenses. The concentrated ef- 
fort by the British-based fighters 
and the Italian-based American 
aerial fleets was the third two-di- 

(See RAIDS, Page A-6.) 

Cooking Oilsr Shortening 
Taken Off Ration List 
Ey the Associated Press. 

Shortening and rationed) salad 
and cooking oils will be point-free 
beginning today, OPA Administrator 
Chester Bowles announced yester- 
day. 

The ration value of all such prod- 
ucts has been four red points a 

pound. 
“Current available supplies of lard 

are at a high level,” Mr. Bowles 
said, “and we have enough shorten- 
ing and salad and cooking oils on 
hand to meet civilian demands. 
Thus, there is no need to require 
point currency as a means of con- 

trolling movement of these com- 
modities.” 

Lard was made point-free early in 
March because of improvement in 
supplies. OPA said the run of hogs 
to market continues heavy and that 
the ample lard stocks for cooking 
was a factor in the reduction of 
rationed oils to a zero point rating. 

Butter and margarine are not af- 
fected by the action. 

Capt. Gentile Says Split Seconds Seem Endless 
As His Guns Are Tearing Nazi Planes to Bits 

Capt. non Salvatore Gentile, 
Piqua, Ohio, is America’s one- 
man air force. He alone has ac- 
counted for the equivalent of two 
Luftwaffe squadrons. Two weeks 
before he destroyed his 30th Ger- 
man plane fra Wolfert, NANA 
correspondent moved in with 
him. In those two weeks Capt. 
Gentile lived a harrowing climax 
to his life. He tells the story in a 
series of articles which will ap- 
pear in The Star. This is the 
first. 

By CAPT. DON S. GENTILE, 
As Told to Ira Wolfert. 

(Copyright, 1944, by the North Americar 
Newspaper Alliance Inc.) 

AN 8th AIR FORCE FIGHTEF 
BASE, England, April 15 (By Wire- 
less) .—The theory of fight betweer 
fighter planes is very simple. Yoi 
see the enemy, grab for his coat- 
tails, hold on to them, put youi 
guns up against his back pockei 
and press the trigger. But whil< 
you are reaching for his coattail; 
he is reaching for yours. You maki 
your grab and he twirls out of th< 
way and into position to make hi; 
grab. Whereupon you twirl witi 
a twist that will put you in a fail 
way to grab him, and so on and s< 

Capt. Don S. Gentile shown 
peering through the sight of 
his fighter plane somewhere 
in Britain. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

on, grab-twirl-twist, grab-twirl- 
twist, sometimes for quite a long 

•time—for 10 minutes or maybe If 
minutes—until at last somebody 
has grabbed hold for good and the 
other fellow starts to die. 

That's the dogfight. It is rathei 

| a rare occurrence in modern war 
I don't suppose I had more thar 
six or seven of them in all the times 
in the last two years that I have 
mingled with the Huns. 

For the most part, the work is 
something like that of a football 
team. We fly formations where 
each man is,counted on to be able 
either to carry the ball for a touch- 

S down or to run interference foi 
the man doing it. The idea is tc 
put protection around the coattails 
and usually we fly with the more 
experienced man in the No. 1 posi- 
tion and the less experienced man 
in the No. 2 spot, which is close 
on No. Is wing and slightly tc 
the rear. 

No. 1 makes the play if the enemy 
is ahead of us, but if he bounces 
us, or is first spied astern of us 
then the formation wheels around 
The No. 2 man will be in the No. 1 
spot, making the play while the 

(See GENTILE. Page A-llTJ 

WMC lightens Rules 
To Delay Job Shifts 
In Provoked Firings 

Worker May Have to 
Wait for Month Before 
Grant of Release 
If a worker punches his boss 

on the nose or does anything 
else deliberately to provoke his 
discharge so he can change jobs, 
he may have to wait more than 
a month for the release he needs 
to get a new job under revised 
War Manpower Commission rules 
becoming effective here tomor- 
row. 

Another change in procedure an- 
nounced by the area WMC last 
night prevents workers from getting 
job releases from the United States 
Employment Service until their em- 
ployers have had a chance to appeal 
the USES decision to grant the re- 
leases. 

WMC reported that so many cases 
had arisen where workers forced 
their employers to Are them that the 
Washington Labor Management 
Committee finally sought a national 
revision of policy. Previously, if 
a worker was discharged, regardless 
of whether it was “provoked,” the 
employer had to grant him a re- 
lease to change jobs. 

Force His Discharge. 
In some cases, it was said, a 

worker would force his discharge, 
get his release and be at work on a 
new job within a few hours. 

In the future, WMC said, the 
employer does not have to give a 
release where the discharge was 
provoked. When a worker applies 
to the USES for a release because 
his employer has refused to give 
it to him and the USES finds that 
the discharge was provoked, the 
case will be referred to the area 
WMC director hereafter. 

V/MC explained that the area di- 
rector will “take his time” investi- 
gating these cases so that the 
worker will not be able to step out 
of one job into another immedi- 
ately. The area director, it was 
said, can take as long as two 
months to act. After two months, 
an unemployed worker can be ac- 

cepted for work without a release. 
The new appeal procedure, WMC 

explained, was put into effect to 
give employers an opportunity to 
hold onto their workers if a WMC 
appeal panel decides a release, or 
statement of availability, is not war- 
ranted. 

Can't Rescind Statement. 
Acting WMC Area Director Ar- 

thur L. Schoenthal explained that 
once a statement of availability has 
been issued by USES, it cannot be 
rescinded. In the past, he said, if 
an employer appealed a USES de- 
cision, he could set a precedent for 
future cases but could not get his 
worker back. 

The new appeal procedure pro- 
vides that before issuing a release, 
the USES will notify the worker’s 
employer by telephone. If the em- 
ployer wants to fight for his worker, 
he will have to notify the USES in 
writing within two days that he 
wants to appeal and the case will 
be decided within a week. If the 
employer indicates he will not ap- 
peal, the release will be issued im- 
mediately. 

WMC announced it was now re- 

ceiving about 35 appeals a month, 
mostly from workers, but expects to 
get more appeals from employers 
now that they have a chance to get 
their workers back. 

ulster Leader Believes 
Nazi Spies Use Eire 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, April 15.—Sir Huph 
O'Neill, Unionist member of Parlia- 
ment from County Antrim (North- 
ern Ireland), said in a speech in his 
constituency today that there was 
no doubt military information had 
been transmitted by submarine 
from Eire to Germany recently. 

“I can imagine nothing easier,' 
he said, “than for a German sub- 
marine to come in at night, to one 
of the remote harbors in the west 
of Ireland, send a boat ashore, meet 
an enemy agent and take away 
some message to be sent to Ger- 
many. I have no doubt, whatever, 
that this has taken place several 
times and will take place again.” 

Protests Over WASPS Make 
Report to Congress Likely 

Ramspeck Forecasts Formal Action 
On Controversial Women Flyers' Unit 

By JOSEPH H. BAIRD. 
A formal report to Congress 

on the Army Air Forces’ program 
to train between 2,000 and 2,500 
women pilots while experienced 
men flyers are clamoring for 
work, was forecast yesterday by 
Chairman Ramspeck of the 
House Civil Service Committee, 
whose investigation has led him 
to doubt the necessity of the 
project. 

Several members of the House 
Military Affairs Committee, who 
have received a flood of protests 
over the nonemployment of quali- 
fied men flyers, are seeking to open 
additional hearings on the Cos- 
tello bill. This measure, which 

would make the Women Air Force 
service pilots a part of the Army 
Air Forces, has been approved by 
the committee, but given no place 
on the House calendar by the Rules 
Committee. 

• 

Miss Jacqueline Cochran, head of 
the WASPS, called on Chairman 
Ramspeck Friday to justify the unit. 
She was under the impression,1 it 
was learned, that Mr. Ramspeck's 
opposition was based on a belief that 
women had no place in the Air 
Forces. Mr. Ramspeck told her this 
was not true—that his objection 
was based solely on a doubt that the 
cost of the women's training pro- 
gram—which he estimates at $6,- 

(See WASPS, Page A-5.) 

House Move Develops 
To Cut Jobless Pay 
In 'Gl Bill of Rights' 

May, Rankin Advocate 
Slash to Discourage 
Outbreak of Idleness 

By the Associated Press. 
The prospect developed last 

night that the House would over- 
haul the Senate-passed “GI bill 
of rights" to tighten provisions 
for unemployment compensa- 
tion. 

Both Chairman May of the Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee and Chair- 
man Rankin of the Veterans Com- 
mittee said they believed safeguards 
should be written into the bill to 
prevent what Mr. Rankin said 
“might be encouragement through 
the liberal unemployment compen- 
sation provisions, of idleness.” 

The measure, passed unanimously 
by the Senate before the Easter 
recess, is pending before Mr. Ran- 
kins committee. Both Mr. Rankin 
and Mr. May urged speedy action 
on it. 

Top Papment $25 Weekly. 
The Senate bill provides for un- 

employment compensation pay- 
ments ranging from $15 a week for 
single men to $25 a week for veter- 
ans with three or more children for 
a maximum of 52 weeks during the 
first two years after final payment 
of mustering-out compensation. 

“This provision, which I shall 
seek to change, may tend to en- 
courage idleness among some vet- 
erans." Mr. Rankin said. “Many 
men may be tempted to remain idle 
for the entire 52 weeks because of 
the compensation guarantee in the 
Senate bill. To take care of those 
men who will not be able quickly 
to get back to work, I believe we 
should extend their service pay for 
perhaps three months, which, 
coupled with mustering-out pay- 
ments already provided for. should 
be adequate for most cases." 

The two committee heads agreed, 
however, that a sound veterans' 
program is contained in the Senate 
measure, provided “proper changes 
are made.” 

Would Bar Bonus. 
“If this legislation is drafted 

properly, it should offset any post- 
war demands for adjusted compen- 
sation, or a bonus, "Mr. May said. 

“It provides for Government- 
finam-ed hospitalization, education 
and job-finding facilities, in addi- 
tion to unemployment compensa- 
tion and loans for the purchase of 
homes, fajjms or small business." 

Mr. Rankin said he did not be- 
lieve there would be a demand for 
a bonus “if we handle this legisla- 
tion properly." 

“What the boys want most is to 
get this war over with and to get 
back home and to work. They want 
job opportunities, not handouts.” 

Fire Menaces Gasoline 
Supply in Northeast 

Two alarms were sounded early 
today for a fire which started in the 
basement of the Diamond Service 
Co. at 101 M street N.E. and threat- 
ened a huge gasoline reserve tank 
nearby. 

Fire Department officials said the 
damage was not great and the sec- 
ond alarm was precautionary. The 
fire did not reach the building in 
which the gasoline was stored. 

Gov. Dewey Picks Up 
Delegates in Virginia, 
Arizona, Arkansas 

Representative Luce Is 
Proposed as Convention 
Keynote Speaker 

By the Associated Press. 
The West and South added 

delegate strength to the Dewey- 
for-President movement yester- 
day as Republican leaders nar- 
rowed the list of possibilities for 
keynoter of their 1944 national 
convention. 

Gov. Thomas E. Dewey of New 
York, far out in front in pre- 
convention sentiment for the pres- 
idential nomination, picked up new 
pledged and claimed delegates in 
Arkansas, Arizona and Virginia 
State conventions. 

Republicans in the Arkansas third 
congressional district chose twc 
delegates instructed for Mr. Dewey 

Idaho Republicans named 11 un- 
instructed delegates. They took nc 
action on a proposed resolution en- 
dorsing Mr. Dewey. 

At the same time, It was an- 
nounced that a “draft Dewey” con- 
ference will be held today at 
Spokane, Wash., with representa- 
tives from Washington, Idaho and 
Oregon. 

The keynote talk was enlivened 
with word from Connecticut that J 
Kenneth Bradley, GOP national 
committeeman for that State, would 
recommend to the convention Ar- 
rangements Committee, meeting 
Tuesday in Chicago, that Repre- 
sentative Clare Boothe Luce oi 
Connecticut be selected as tempo- 
rary chairman and keynoter. 

would Recognize Dewey. 
He said Mrs. Luce's choice not 

only would constitute recognition of 
women's part in politics but would 
assure a “forceful speech’’ to the 
more than 1,000 delegates. 

In Washington, party leaders said 
the list of prospects for the assign- 
ment of rallying the party members 
had been narrowed but that it still 
was anybody's guess who would be 
chosen. Representative Halleck of 
Indiana and Senator Vandenberg of 
Michigan were mentioned in specu- 
lation. 

Meantime, Democrats also were 

active yesterday. They selected 20 
delegates in Iowa and 24 in Minne- 
sota and instructed them to vote for 

I See POLITICS! Page" £T4Ti 

London Busmen Strike 
Over Summer Schedule 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, April 15.—London bus 
drivers struck today in protest 
against summer schedules, with 2.- 
300 men out tonight, surface trans- 
portation was crippled in East Cen- 
tral and East London districts. 

The strikers announced the walk- 
out was intended only to under- 
score their complaints and that they 
planned to resume work Monday 
morning. 

“We are striking at the week end,” 
one said, “so that working people 
will be inconvenienced as little as 

possible.” 
Negotiations with officials of the 

municipally-owned transport system 
were scheduled for the week end. 

OPA May Ease 
Gas and Tire 
Ration Rules 

High Official Sees 
Chance of Relieving 
Hardships Soon 
By JAMES Y. NEWTON. 

Increased rations of both gaso- 
line and tires are in prospect 
for the Nation's motorists, with 
drivers in the East likely to profit 
most from the probable changes, 
a high rationing official said last 
night. 

Preliminary figures of savings in 
gasoline from the current drive on 
the black market and generally 
tightened rationing regulations, the 
official said, indicate it will be pos- 
sible to increase B rations in the 
East and gasoline for occupational 
driving in other parts of the coun- 
try. He added that it will be known 
definitely within a week or 10 days 
whether the increases will be 
possible. 

The Office of Price Administration 
also is planning to give motorists 
more new synthetic rubber tires in 
May. This month about 750,000 new 
tires are being distributed. Civilian 
tire production is running about 
300,000 a month above that figure, 
and these are being held in reserve 
against the greater needs of hot 
weather and the possibility that mil- 
itary requirements for rubber might 
inciease. 

more Lioeramy on Tires. 
Plans call for rationing of more 

tires In May and even larger in- 
creases for June and July. It is 
not expected, however, that the 
standard of a motorist’s eligibility 
for obtaining a new tire will be re- 
duced substantially. Only highly 
essential car owners can obtain new 
tires now, and the greater number 
to be distributed will be required 
to fill their needs. 

The official said he was anxious 
to raise B rations particularly in the 
East, and he would order the change 
if the prospect of greater supply was 
only a ‘‘hope rather than a cer- 
tainty.” 

Plans call for B rations, now suffi- 
cient for 325 miles of driving per 
month, to be raised to permit 475 
miles of monthly operation, the cur- 
rent level of that ration in the Mid- 
west. In the Far West, B books now 
afford 400 miles of driving a month. 
The official said he was hopeful of 
increasing gasoline allowances of 
persons who use their cars to make 
a living in the other portions of the 
country as well as the East. 

Bookholder to Benefit. 
Outside of the Are strictly con- 

trolled Atlantic seaboard, B rations 
at one time permitted 720 miles of 
driving. 

The official said it was his plan 
that when more gasoline was made 
available it would be given to the 
B bookholder, ‘‘the man who uses 
his car to make a living” but is not 
entitled to the larger C rations. 

Large fuel savings already have 
resulted from the issuance of serially 
numbered coupons for trucks and 
other commercial vehicles, the offi- 
cial said. It is indicated, he added, 
that the recently introduced num- 
bering procedure for B and C cou- 
pons will bring further savings. 

While it is too early to judge re- 
sults of the campaign against the 
black market, the drive also ex- 

pected to make available more gaso- 
line for distribution in legal chan- 
nels. 

OPA hopes a total savings of about 
73,000 barrels of gasoline a day will 
be realized from all the steps to 
tighten rationing, but it will be 
possible to raise B coupon value if 
only a part of that economy is 
made. 

U. 5. Invokes Censorship, 
Jamming Bridges to Mexico 
By the Associated Press. 

EL PASO, Tex., April 15.—Cen- 
sorship regulations were invoked 
today to require thorough examina- 
tion of all cards, documents and 
papers being carried across the in- 
ternational bridges into Mexico. 

Several thousand El Pasoans nor- 
mally go to Juarez, just across the 
border, on Saturday, and as an im- 
mediate result streetcars were 
stacked five deep and two lines of 
automobiles formed 10 blocks long 
at one bridge. 

While the order had been in effect 
for some time, the reading of all 
printed matter previously had been 
required by the Office of Censor- 
ship only when papers were re- 
garded with suspicion. 

Cecil R. Jones, in charge of the 
El Paso branch. Office of Censor- 
ship, said his agency did not want 
to hinder traffic but it nevertheless 
was charged with preventing aid 
from reaching the enemy. 

Six to 12 Ships 
Have Vanished 
On War Trips 

By the Associated Press. 
Between six and 12 merchant 

ships of the United States have 
vanished on voyages in this war 
without leaving any traces of their 
fate, the Maritime Commission said 
last night. 

It declined to make specific the 
number of vessels which have dis- 
appeared, because of security rea- 
sons, nor would it identify the ves- 
sels by name. One apparently is 
the vessel on which Lt. Carl Fred- 
erick Zeidler, U. S. N. R„ former 
Milwaukee mayor, was serving. It 
vanished in 1942. 

During the last war, the United 
States Naval Collier Cyclops was 

among vessels which were never 

reported again after having put out 
to sea. 
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