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TOP COMBAT TEAM—Capt. Don S. Gentile (left) of Piqua, 
Ohio, fighter pilot who has destroyed 30 enemy planes, walks 
across an airfield in Britain. With him is Lt. John Godfrey, 
his wingman, who flies a companion plane and protects his rear. 
Team may be broken up with report Gentile may have ended 
his fighter career. —A. P. Wirephoto. 
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Gentile 
(Continued From First Page,) 

others fall in behind to guard his 
and each other’s coatails. 

The point is the man in the best 
position to go across the goal line 
when the goal line is sighted is the 
fellow who carries the ball usually 
while the others run interference 
for him. That’s the routine order 
of the day-to-day business. 

Individual scores depend—in the 
same way as in a football game—on 
how hot the whole team is. It’s 
hard to be cold when the team is 
hot. But the dogfight, in which 
your plane is against another or two 
or six others, is not day-to-day rou- 
tine. It's a big deal in our business. 
The whole thing goes in a series of 
whooshes. There is no time to 
think. If you take time to think you 
will not have time to act. There 
are a number of things your mind 
Is doing while you are fighting—see- 
ing, measuring, guessing, remember- 
ing, adding up this and that and 
worrying about one thing and an- 
other and taking this into account 
and that into account and rejecting 
this notion and accepting that no- 
tion. But it doesn’t feel like think- 
ing. 

After the fight is over you can 
look back on all the things you did 
and didn’t do and see the reason 
behind each move. But while the 
fight is on, your mind feels empty 
and feels as if the flesh of it is sit- 
ting in your head, bunched up like 
muscle and quivering there. April 
8, when I shot three Huns out of the 
air, half my guns jammed at the 
start and so the most I could have 
been shooting during the whole mis- 
sion, including test firing, was a 
little more than 10 seconds. How 
long those seconds seemed! 

Now, when you’ve got a good hold 
on the enemy’s tail and are clobber- 
ing him good it seems then like he 
never will die. Each part of a sec- 
ond then doesn’t feel like time at 
all, but is so slow, so very slow and 
so endless. Armor-piercing incen- 
diaries hit him all over. They cloud 
him up all over and go all over him 
like snake' tongues. That’s what 
they look like—little red snake 
tongues, hundreds of them, licking 
at him. flicking him poisonously all 
over. That goes on and on, each 
little flick quick as a twist, but the 
whole thing so slow, so endless. 

Then black smoke starts out of 
him and goes slowly and' endlessly 
out of him and glycol, too, is seep- 
ing out of him. At first, it comes 
as if you’ve squeezed it out of him 
and then a cloud of it appears. 
Glycol is the fluid that keeps the 
motor from overheating. You can’t 
fly more than a minute or so with- 
out it. It comes out into the air 
looking white and when you see it 
coming out good in a pour, then 
that's the end. That is the wind of 
death blowing up to storm propor- 
tions in him, blowing his life's blood 
out of the holes you've made in him. 
It's a small pour at first, usually 
thin, like a frosty breath; then 
bigger, bigger, bigger and always 

slow and endless and stuck Into your 
eyes and stopped there, like a movie 
held still. 

And after that, sometimes when 
you’re really clobbering him and are 
really all over him, hammering his 
guts out, pieces start coming off him. 
It’s nuts-and-bolts stuff at first, 
then bigger things—big, ripped-off 
looking things like you’re tearing 
arms and legs off him and arms and 
legs and the head of him are going 
slowly, endlessly over your shoulder. 

When you look back at it or see 
it from the outside, it just seems 
like one whoosh and bang! The 
Hun is dead. But not when you’re 
in it. Oh, no, not then. 

And when the enemy has got you 
and is clobbering you, that’s slow, 
too. It’s like lighted matches being 
dragged slowly across the bunched- 
up flesh of your brain. It feels like 
your brain is dissolving away under 
the pain on top of it. It’s a fight 
to keep your brain together, and 
while you’re fighting this fight, put- 
ting, like it seems, your two hands 
on your mind holding it in one 
piece with all the strength in your 
Angers, how long it seems to last 
and how far away the end you want 
seems to be. 

I've had help in ngnting this kind 
of fight from two Huns with whom 
I struck up a brief acquaintance on 

separate occasions. Each fought 
very well. They were crafty and 
had courage. One of them I 
thought was going to be real serf- 
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ous trouble to me. The other I 
thought was going to be able to get 
away to fight another day. 

But suddenly, I don't know, some- 
thing happened in their minds. You 
could see it plainly. Their brains 
had dissolved away under the pres- 
sure of fear and had become just 
dishwater in their heads. They froze 
to their sticks and straightened out 
and ran right into their graves like 
men stricken blind who run, 
screaming, off a cliff. 

Since then, whenever a Hun has 
gotten his teeth into my tail I've 
thought of those two fellows. Ordi- 
narily, the Hun appears to you with 
his oxygen mask on and no life 
or movement to him—as not a man 

at all, but just a gadget in that 
machine of his. Those two fellows 
were the only Huns I ever thought 
of as people and it helped me a lot 
to do so. It kept me several times 
from doing what they had done— 
from going blind and running, 
screaming, off a cliff. 

(To Be Continued.) 

26 From D. C. to Attend 
4-State USO Meeting 

Twenty-six staff workers from 
District USO clubs will meet with 
USO representatives from Mary- 
land, North Carolina, Virginia and 
West Virginia at the annual In- 
stitute Workshop, which opens to- 
morrow in Richmond, Va., it was 
announced yesterday. 

Miss Mabel R. Cook, national 
USO representative for the Wash- 
ington arda, will be in charge of 
the program. Maj. Walter E. 
Barton of the Surgeon General’s 
Office will take charge of a dis- 
cussion on “USO Post Combat 
Services.” Other topics will be 
“USO Services to Women and 
Girls’’ and “Effective Volunteer 
Participation." 

Over 50,000 Have Worshiped 
At Wartime Prayer Center 

More than 50,000 persons have 
attended the Wartime Prayer Cen- 
ter at the Church of the Epiphany, 
1317 G street N.W., since it was 

started February 25, Donald F. 
Bautz, director of the Defense Com- 
mission of the Washington Feder- 
ation of Churches, sponsors of the 
center, announced last night. 

Mr. Bautz also reported that 
more than 2.500 names of service- 
men and women have been recorded 
in the “Remembered in Prayer” 
book, which is at the entrance of 
the church. Many of the worship- 
ers have sent cards provided by the 
center to all parts of the world. 
Visitors to the church have taken 
several thousand of the special 
pamphlet, “Prayer for a Son in 
the Armed Forces of His Country” 
from the table in the vestibule of 
the church. 

Mr. Bautz said last night that 
“Link,” official publication of the 
Service Men’s Christian League, had 
been distributed to more than 
285,000 service men and women in 
the armed forces in all parts of the 
world. The league, formed in Wash- 
ington in November, 1942, by repre- 
sentatives of the General Commis- 
sion on Army and Navy Chaplains, 
the Federal Council of Churches of 
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Christ in America, the International 
Council of Religious Education and 
the World's Christian Endeavor 
Union, is the appointed liaison or- 

ganization between the church and 
the serviceman. 

300 Churches Join Plea 
To House Servicemen 

Pastors In more than 300 churches 
of the District will appeal today to 
members of their congregations to 
supply 500 beds in their homes for 
servicemen and women and their 
families fog emergency lodging on 
Saturday nights, the Defense Com- 
mission of the Washington Federa- 
tion of Churches announced last 
night. 

The commission declared the need 
for more home-like lodging for serv- 
ice people here over the week end is 
urgent, and it is supplementing the 
clerical appeal by a poster depicting 
the necessity of action on the part 
of those having facilities to offer. 
The pastor at each church will rec- 

ommend the homes volunteered to 
the commission, which will operate 
a dispatch desk at the Lutheran 
Service Center, 73ft Jackson place 
N.W., beginning Saturday. 

Atwood Named to Head 
Travelers Aid Society 

Election of Albert W. Atwood as 
president of the Travelers Aid So- 
ciety of Washington was announced 
yesterday by the organization. Other 
new officers are Mrs. Harlan P. 
Stone, first vice president; Edward 
D. Merrill, second vice president; 
Mrs. James C. Byrnes, Jr., secretary; 
Ernest I. Lewis, treasurer, and Dion 
S. Bimey, assistant treasurer. 

The society also announced the 
election to the board of trustees of 
Mrs. Robert W. Wilson. Mrs. James 
G. Baldwin and Dr. George St. John 
Perrott. 
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A popular style suite that enhances the beauty of your 
home. Can be used in the living room, sunroom or recrea- 
tion room. Comprises settee and two comfortable chairs. 
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