
Weather Forecast 
Fair, warm tonight. Tomorrow con- 
siderable cloudiness, continued warm. 

Temperatures today—Highest, 81. at 
« 1:30 p m.; lowest. 53, at 6:45 a m. Yester- 

day—Highest, 8«, at 5:55 p.m.; lowest, 
45, at 7 a.m. 
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Aerial Drive Goes Into 17th Day; 
First All-American Tank Outfit 
Enters Fighting in North Burma 

« 

French, Belgian 
Targets Hit by 
1,500 Planes 

i 

STALIN SAYS ALLIES must launch i 
blows against Germans from east; 
and west. Page A-5 

Bs the Associated Press. 

LONDON. May 1.—Fifteen 
hundred or more Allied planes I 
struck at Nazi installations and 
rail lines in France and Belgium 
today in the 17th day of the 
preinvasion air offensive, spear- 
headed by a heavy bomber as- 
sault on secret targets in North- 
ern France. 

Up to 500 heavy bombers and as 

many escorting fighters delivered 
the main blow without losing a 

plane and then American Maraud- 
ers followed up with raids on rail 
yards in both Prance and Belgium, 
feeding the German Atlantic wall 
defenses. 

Separate fleets of RAF mediums 
bombed railway objectives in France, 
and Mustangs and Thunderbolts hit 
the yards at Namur and Haine St. 
Pierre in Belgium. 

RAF Raids Paris Sector. 
The daylight attacks followed an 

RAF heavy bomber night raid which 
exploded an ammunition dump at 
Maintenon, 37 miles southwest of 
Paris, and hammered two more rail 
points in Prance. 

(Later today the German radio 
said that “single planes are over 
Western Germany." The broad- 
cast was recorded by United 
States Government monitors in 
New York.) 
The United States heavy bombers 

roared out early over the Channel. 
American pilots found the weather 

none too good and some forma- 
tions brought their bombs home 
rather than drop them uncertainly 
and endanger French civilians. 
Other groups found holes in the 
overcast and reported satisfactory 
bombing. 

No Fighting Encountered. 
“We didn't encounter a single 

German fighter,” reported Fortress 
Tail Gunner Sergt. Harry Shirey, 
Elwood City. Pa. What little flak| 
we saw was off in the distance.” 

Bostons and Mitchells of the RAF 
2d Tactical Air Force led off to- 
day's offensive, bombing rail targets 
in France under escort of RAF, New 
Zealand and Allied Spitfires. 

The British night blow itself fol- 
lowed close on the blasting which 
3,000 Allied planes delivered yester- 
day against German anti-invasion 
targets in France. 

Targets of the RAF’s railroad- 
busters, which wound up two 
straight months of almost continual 
hammering at junctions on lines 
supplying Nazi forces in the west, 
were Acheres, near Paris, and So- 
main, a coal-field town south of 
Lillie near the Belgian border. 

One Britsh Plane Lost. 
An Air Ministry communique said 

one British plan# was missing, indi- 
cating the attackers probably con- 
sisted of streamlined but heavily- 
loaded forces. The war bulletin de- 
scribed the attacks as heavy and well 
concentrated. British planes also 
attacked unannounced objectives in 
Western Germany and laid ihines 
in enemy waters. 

Somain also was hit yesterday by i 
American Marauders and Havocs 
during dawn-to-dusk assaults on a 

variety of targets vital to the Ger- 
mans’ anti-invasion preparations, 
including at least eight railyards in 
Northern and Central France. 

The night blows brought to 60 
the number of attacks made by day 
and night throughout March and 
April by American and British raid- 
ers against at least 39 different rail 
junctions, most of them in France. 

Counting today British based 
planes of the United States Army 
Air Forces have been over the con- 
tinent 100 of the 122 days of 1944 
and the RAF has pounded enemy 
targets on 91 nights. 

The massive lorue of Britain- 
based planes which carried out yes- \ 
terday’s daylight operations included 
about 1,000 heavy American bomb-: 

‘See RAIDS. Page A-57> 

Allied Bombers Blast 
Genoa and Milan 

Big Italian Port Attacked 
For Third Straight Night 

By the Associated Mess. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS. Na- 
ples, May 1.—Allied bombers blast- 
ed the big port of Genoa for the 
third straight night last night after 
a fleet of more than 500 heavy 
bombers rained explosives on the 
Milan railyards and other targets 
in Northern Italy, headquarters 
announced today. 

Topping off 72 hours of blows on 
shipping and communications in 
Italy, the night bombers also ham- 
mered the much-bombed West 
Coast port of Livorno (Leghorn) 
and struck Monfalcone. near the 
Adriatic port of Trieste. 

Heavy bombers hit a plane fac- 
tory at Milan and others at Bresso 
and Barese. struck rail targets at- 
Castelmaggiore and Allessandria' 
and dug up an airfield at Reggio i 
Emilia during more than 1,75C 
sorties from which five planes ot 
the Allied Mediterranean Air Force 
failed to return. Twelve enemy- 
planes were destroyed. 

Medium and light bombers at- 
tacked rail communications in Cen- 
tral Italy, scoring hits on many | 
bridges, mostly on the Rome-Flor- 
ence line. A six-car train was re- 

1 

ported hit. 
Ground action wras limited to pa 

trol activity and artillery duels, 
with the Germans firing propa- 
ganda leaflets in one area. j 
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498 Lost as U. S. Ship Is Sunk 
In Action in Mediterranean 

Army Announcement of 'Recent' Tragedy 
Gives No Details of Enemy Attack • 

The sinking of an American 
ship, with the loss of 498 military 
personnel in the Mediterranean, j 
was announced today by the 
War Department. 

The date of the sinking was not , 

given, except that it was ‘'recent." | 
Nor was it disclosed whether the j 
enemy action was by submarine or 
aircraft. 

“The vessel sank swiftly and 498 
military personnel are missing," the 
brief announcement said. “The next 
of kin of the personnel have been 
notified.” 

Before today’s announcement the 
most recent disclosure of heavy loss 

of life in American ship sinkings 
was on February 17, when the War 
Department reported that 1,000 
American soldiers had been lost in 
the sinking, “due to enemy action,’’ 
of an Allied troopship in European 
waters. An equal number of men 
were rescued, the department said. 
The date of the sinking was not dis- 
closed. 

On April 22 the War Shipping 
Administration announced the sink- 
ing last year of an American troop- 
ship, the Cape San Juan, in the 
Pacific through enemy action, add- 
ing that only 70 of the 1,429 soldiers, 
sailors and merchant seamen aboard 
were lost. 

Hollandia Bombers 
Strike 700 Miles 
From Philippines 

Jap Bases in Western 
New Guinea and Schouten 
Islands Are Targets 

By the Associated Press. 

ADVANCED ALLIED HEAD- 
QUARTERS, New Guinea, May 
1.—Edging persistently west- 
ward, Allied heavy bombers 
based on newly captured New 
Guinea airdromes have begun 
full-scale assaults on Japanese 
bases to the northwest, hitting 
one target only 700 miles from 
the Philippines. 

Gen. Douglas Mac Arthur's com- 
munique today told of a destructive 
raid on the Schouten Islands, a 

long-range assault on Sorong at the 
western tip of New Guinea, and air 
and sea hammering of the Wakde 
Island area, closest enemy strong- 
hold northwest of Hollandia. 

Striking to the east also, airmen 
hurled 85 tons of bombs on Wewak, 
the enemy's largest remaining air 
and supply base in Northwest New 
Guinea, sprayed 26 tons of bombs 
on Hansa Bay to the southeast, and 
hit crippled Rabaul on New Britain 
Island with 30 tons. 

The heaviest of these Saturday’s 
assaults was the 5th Army Air Force 
bombing of two airstrips on Biak 
Island of the Schouten group at the 
wide mouth of Geelvink Bay, some 
250 statute miles northwest of Hol- 
landia. whose four airfields are In 
Allied hands after the big April 22 
invasion. 

This midday assault on an air 
and supply base only 120 miles from 
the enemy’s stronghold of Manok- 
W'ari sent 77 tons of demolition and 
fragmentary bombs into fuel dumps 
and parked aircraft at Mokmer and 
Sorido ^irstrips. 

At least 15 enemy planes were 
pulverized on the ground and prob- 
ably five more were destroyed out 
of an intercepting force of 12. 

The thrust which put Allied 
bombers only 700 miles from the 
Philippines was made by Liberators 
which hit Jefman Airdrome in the 
Sorong area, at the end of the 
“turkey's head"’ western extremity 
of Dutch New Guinea. Three Japa- 
nese planes were demolished on the 
ground and a fourth was probably 
shot down in combat out of an 
attacking force of 10. 

Still farther west, Dutch-flown 
Mitchells, escorted by Australian 
Planes, bombed Dili on Portuguese 
Timor, immediately west of Darwin, 
Australia. 

The Wakde sector 120 miles 
northwest of Hollandia took a 51- 
ton aeriel bombing Saturday and 
American warships hurled 75 tons 
of 5-inch and 6-inch shells into 
prime installations that night. Guns 
on Wakde Island as well as along 
the nearby mainland coast were 
silenced, buildings w'ere shattered 
and large fires ignited throughout 
the area by the double-barreled 
attack. 

Wewak also felt the sting of a 
sea assault as American PT boats 
darted into Nightingale Bay to sink 
two troop-laden barges and four 
more carrying supplies. At least 
100 Japanese troops drowned. 

Late Bulletins 
Bus Fare Order Set Aside 

A three-judge tribunal in 
District Court today set aside 
an Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission order which sought 
to establish reduced bus fares 
between Washington and the 
Pentago/i and other Federal 
establishments in nearby 
Virginia. The opinion, writ- 
ten by Justice Jennings Bai- 
ley, held the ICC had failed 
to make findings that it had 
jurisdiction. 

Ward Inquiry Pushed 
Representative Cox, Demo- 

crat, of Georgia and Repre- 
sentative Smith, Democrat, 
of Virginia sought signatures 
from House Rules Committee 
members today to force a 

special meeting of the com- 

mittee tomorrow to amend 
the House code and send the 
resolution asking an inquiry 
into the Government seizure 
of Montgomery Ward to the 
floor. 
(Earlier Story on Page A-3.) 
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Historic Pass in China 
Is Captured by Japs 
In Eight-Day Battle 

Battleground Guarding 
Loyang Falls; Drive 
On City Expected 

By the Associated Press. 

CHUNGKING, May 1.—Chi- 
nese field reports admitted today 
the fall of historic Hulao Pass, 
ancient battleground guarding 
the way to Loyang in Honan 
Province. This is a distinct blow 
to the Chinese. 

An eight-day battle preceded loss 
of the pass, a small piece of flatland 
backed by steep mountains on three 
sides. It fronts the Yellow River 
north of the Lunghai Railway, from 
which the Chinese had removed 
the tracks. 

The invaders were reported to 
haVe begun an immediate fortifica- 
tion of the pass, rushing prepara- 
tions for a possible drive on Loyang. 

Loyang experienced a heavy Jap- 
anese air attack. 

Heavy Fighting Elsewhere. 
The pass is west of Chenghsien, 

which previously fell to the Jap- 
anese. Heavy fighting is continuing 
around Mihsien, southwest of 
Chenghsien, with the Chinese as- 
serting they have walled off the 
invaders on three sides and inflicted 
heavy casualties. 

The Japanese continued an ad- 
vance down the trackless Peiping- 
Hankow Railway and were threaten- 
ing the important town of Hsu- 
chang. 50 miles south of Chenghsien. 
Dispatches said a small mobile force 
of Japanese had bypassed Hsuchang 
and attacked it from the southeast. 

The Chinese also said Japanese 
troops had launched a new drive 
from Northern Anhwei Province in 
support of efforts to clear the 
Peiping-Hankow Railroad. 

U. S. Planes Aid Chinese. 
The Chinese announcement was 

coupled with a disclosure by United 
States Army headquarters that 
American planes have been thrown 

'in to back up Chinese troops bat- 
jtling the invadiers' offensive to the 
northwest of the Chenghsien area. 

The Japanese offensive from 
Anhwei was reported striking west- 
ward toward Yingshang, 120 miles 

; east of the railway and 150 miles 
northeast of Hankow. The opera- 
tion appeared to be part of a move 

against Chinese forces east of the 
railway. 

While the ultimate objectives of 

| the enemy offensive in Honan still 
are not clear, the Chinese military 
connect the Japanese move with 

| Admiral Chester W. Nimitz’s pro- 
posal to land American troops on 

■ the China coast. 

Supreme Court Splits, 6-3, 
In Voiding Murder Verdict 

The Supreme Court today set 
aside the first-degree murder con- 
viction of an accused Tennessee 
wife-slayer and his reputed accom- 

plice, declaring the fact that the 
former had been questioned for 36 
hours was sufficient of itself to nul- 
lify a reported confession, although 
the court refused to say if such a 
confession had been given. 

The 6-to-3 decision delivered by 
Justice Black drew an emphatic 
dissent from Justice Jackson, who 
accused the court majority of pro- 
mulgating a "new doctrine" in crim- 
jinal law and "unduly fettering the 
;States in protecting society from the 
criminal.” 

Justice Jackson was joined by 
Justices Roberts and Frankfurter. 

There was another sharp cleavage 
in the court today wdren a 7-to-2 
decision, read by Justice Jackson, 
denied the right of Allegheny Coun- 
ty, Pa to tax machinery used by a 
Government contractor but belong- 
ing to the Government. 

Early Wynn, Nat Pitcher, 
To Report to Navy Soon 
By the Associate* Press. 

SPRINGFIELD. Mass., May 1.— 
Early j rnn, Washington Nationals’ 
pitcher has been made available 
for Navy service by his dmft board 
and will leave for duty at an early 
date, Whitfield Reid, chairman of 
Board 158 of West Springfield, said 
today. 

Wynn registered here two years 
ago while playing with the Eastern 
League. 
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Japs Reported 
Massing for 
Imphal Attack 

By the Associated fress. 

SOUTHEAST ASIA HEAD- 
QUARTERS, Kandy, Ceylon, May 
1.—The first all-American tank 
unit to see action on the Asiatic 
continent has entered the fight- 
ing in Northern Burma, where it 
has attacked strong enemy posi- 
tions north and west of Inkan- 
gahtawng, 44 miles northwest of 
Mogaung, it was announced to- 
day. 

News that the American unit, em- 

ploying medium tanks, had gone 
into action came on the 2nd anni- 
versary of the beginning of Lt. Gen. 
Joseph W. Stilwell’s retreat from 
Burma. 

It also was disclosed today that 
Gen. Stilwell had recaptured almost 
half the Mogaung Valley. 

Announcement that medium tanks 
are spearheading his drive down the, 
valley increased hope that “Vinegar 
Joe” could reach the town of Mo- 
gaung before the monsoon rains be- 
gin in about two weeks. The main 
Japanese base in Northern Burma 
Myitkyina, lies some 40 miles east 
of Mogaung. 

0|ICHIlirilU» ill IHAlipilI, 
Gen. Stilwell's Chinese spearheads1 

are reported at Manpin, 32 miles 
northwest of Mogaung. 

A communique disclosed that Wa- 
razup, 5 miles above Inkangah- 
tawng. on the valley’s only truckable 
road, had been in Gen. Stilwell’s 
hands 10 days. 

Meanwhile, from the battle front 
in Northern India came reports that j 
the Japanese are massing for a 

heavy assault on Imphal, main Al- 
lied base on the Manipur Plain. 

An Allied spokesman said the Jap- 
anese, faced with dwindling supplies, 
must either attack shortly in an ef- 
fort to improve their position or 

make an ignominious withdrawal. 
The enemy’s invasion of India has 
been too strongly ballyhooed for him 
to withdraw without suffering great 
loss of face, the spokesman added. 

Further Allied Progress. 
Sixty miles north of Imphal, In 

the Kohima area. Allied troops were 

reported malting further progress to 
complete the reduction of enemy 
points of resistance in the vicinity bf 
the village. 

Today's communique said Allied 
troops were continuing operations 
in the Kohima area "in difficult 
country against strong enemy posi- 
tions,” while to the south in the 
Imphal sector Japanese resistance 
stiffened north of Kanglatongbi. 

Allied planes again struck targets 
throughout Burma, it added. 

Before the first all-American 
tank unit arrived, Gen. Stilwill had 
a Chinese-American light tank out- 
fit commanded by Col. George 
Rcthwell Brown of Washington, 
D. C., whose crews were mainly 
American-trained Chinese. 

Gen. Stilwell’s ground forces 
now are composed of two Chinese 
divisions, one American infantry 
outfit, the Chinese-American light 
tank unit and the all-American me- 
dium tank unit, all supported by 
Allied planes. 

New German Offensives 
Checked in Yugoslavia 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, May 1.—The Germans 
are launching new offensives along 
the length and breadth of Yugo- 
slavia, but generally are being held 
in check, headquarters of Marshal 
Tito said today. 

The broadcast bulletin said the 
Partisans took more than 160 Bul- 
garian prisoners in a counter- 
attack on the Macedonian front, 
where the Germans were said to 
be striking between Kumanovo and 
Surdulica. 

The communique said large Axis 
forces attacking in the Bihacknin 
sector 40 miles inland from the 
Adriatic port of Split were repulsed 
with heavy losses. 

—. — » 

Germans Claim Sinking 
Of 50 Ships in Month 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, May 1.—The German 
high command claimed today that 
23 Allied merchant ships and trans- 
ports totaling 153,820 tons, and 27 
destroyers and escort vessels were 
sunk by German action during 
April. 

A mine sweeper and seven speed- 
boats also were sunk and a number 
of others were damaged, a com- 
munique said. 

The claims were not confirmed by 
Allied quarters. 

Life^of Knox Praised 
At Church Obsequies 
As Based on Faith 

High Allied Figures 
Attend; Naval Workers 
Bow Heads in Homage 

The life of Col. Frank Knox, 
Secretary of the Navy, was up- 
held as one resting on ‘‘simple, 
direct and spontaneous” faith in 
God as Dr. Fred S. Buschmeyer, 
pastor of the Mount Pleasant 
Congregational Church, con- 
ducted funeral services for him 
this afternoon before an assem- 

bly of worshipers which included 
high ranking American and 
British leaders. 

As the services in the church were 

held about the casket of the late 

Secretary, men on American war- 

ships all over the world w'ere paying 
their last tribute, too, to their war- 

time leader. In the American. Brit- 
ish and Canadian navies, vessels 
scattered through the seven seas 

flew their colors at half mast. Near 
the Lincoln Memorial, hundreds of 

Navy Department civilian employes 
bowed their heads in memory of 
their late chief, and other services 
were held at the Navy Department 
and in the Navy Annex in Arling- 
ton. 

Pastor Personal Friend. 
Dr. Buschmeyer, a friend for 

many years of the Knox family, 
told the worshipers: 

‘‘We are met in this church where 
he loved to come to worship, not ih 
a service which would proclaim 
the power of death, but in a serv- 
ice of faith and friendship to cele- 
brate the power of an endless life, 
and to give thanks for that meas- 
ure of God’s grace and strength and! 
tireless service which has been re- 
vealed to us through his life.” 

Meanwhile, messages from states- 
men throughout the world, includ- 
ing Prime Minister Churchill, ex- 

pressing their sorrow over the Sec- 
retary’s death, poured in to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt at his Southern vaca- 
tion retreat and to the Navy De- 
partment here. 

Congress in Adjournment. 
Both House and Senate were in 

adjournment out of respect to Sec- 
retary Knox, and justices of the Su- 
preme Court, regardless of a busy 
session of arguments, recessed from 
1 to 3 p.m. to attend the services. 

While an honor guard composed 
of marines, bluejackets and coast 
guardsmen stood at attention, the 
body of the late Secretary was 
brought into the simple, democratic 
church he had attended. 

After completion of the services 
there, Serectary Knox's body will be 
borne in a hearse to a point on Con- 
stitution avenue near the Navy De- 
partment, where a flag-draped cais- 
son will await it. 

Caisson to Bear Coffin. 
Leading the caisson on the 2-milb 

march to Arlington Cemetery will be 
the escort commander, Rear Ad- 
miral L. E. Denfeld and his staff, 
followed by the Navy Band, bat- 
talions of marines, bluejackets, coast 
guardsmen and representatives of 
the WAVES, SPARS and Women 
Marines. Chaplain S. W. Salisbury, 
U. S. N„ was appointed to conduct 
the services at the grave, which will 
end with a volley fired by a blue- 

'See KNOX, Page A-4.) 

Tugwell Likened to Dictator 
Living in $1,500,000 Castle 
ej- inf Associated Press. 

Puerto Ricans are “almost on the 
verge of revolution,” Bolivar Pagan, 
the island’s resident commissioner 
in Congress, declared today in de- 
manding the resignation of Gov. 
Rexford Guy Tugwell. 

"If the American flag had not 
been waving over Puerto Rico, the 
people already would have gone into 
open revolt by arms,” Mr. Pagan 
said. 

“What the people want right now 
is re-establishment, and enforcement 
of the present Organic Act and im- 
mediate removal of Gov. Tugwell, 
to re-establish in Puerto Rico a 
government of law and honesty and 
a real government by the majority 
of the people.” 

Mr. Pagan declared “TugweH's 
dictatorial attitude can be matched 

only bv Hitler’s and Mussolini's 
tactics.” 

The Governor, he said, travels 
with an armed guard, and lives a 
life of luxury in a 300-year-old I 
Spanish castle “more comfortable 
than the White House, with 30 
servants, eight automobiles and twoj 
summer homes.” 

Shortly before Gov. Tugwell 
moved in. Mr. Pagan said, the 
United States spent $500,000 in re- j 
modeling the $1,500,000 castle. 

"We have a most scandalous sit- i 
uatlon,” he said. “Puerto Rico is 
over-excited, almost, on the verge 
of revolution. Sensible persons 
wonder how the United States can 
hold the banner as champion of 
democracy throughout the world 
while 2,000.000 American citizens in 
that American territory continue 
under a most incapable, corrupt 
and undemocratic government." 

President Expected 
Back in 'Week or So'; 
Looks Much Better 

Mrs. Roosevelt said today at 
her press conference that the 
President would return to 
Washington from his vacation 
retreat in the South “in a week 
or so," adding that the doctors 
did not want him to return until 
he has completed his rest. 

She said that the President 
“looked very much better.” 
however, when she flew down 
with Australia's Prime Minister 
and Mrs. John Curtin to see him 
last Tuesday. 

Army Cracks Down 
On Officers Involved 
In Battery Sale Case 

'Errors in Judgment' 
^•Blamed in Disposition of 
Old Dry Cells in Utah 

By the Associated Press. 

Disciplinary action is being 
taken by the War Department 
against Army officers involved in 
the low-price sale to civilians 
last year of thousands of “sal- 
vage” dry-cell batteries at the 
Ogden (Utah) depot. 

Representative Cochran, Demo- 
crat, of Missouri, who said he was 
so informed today by Undersecre- 
tary of War Patterson, told the 
House recently that some of the 
100,000 batteries for which the Gov- 
ernment originally paid $200,000 
were sold to civilians for $125, and 
that part of these later were resold 
for $20,000. 

The sales, Mr. Patterson said in a 

report to Mr. Cochran, were the “re- 
sult of errors of judgment and ad- 
ministration,” but no fraud or collu- 
sion by officers or employes of the 
War Department was indicated. 

Description Held Improper. 
Also contributing to the loss, Mr, 

Patterson said, were “inadequate 
instructions issued by the War De- 
partment concerning overage bat- 
teries, which tended to give the im- 
pression that such batteries had 
little value or utility. The circum- 
stances show that such was not en- 
tirely the fact.” 

Two of the initial buyers. Mr. Pat- 
terson said, were civilian employes 
at the depot. He added that Army 
regulations prohibit the acceptance 
of bids for salvaged property from 
Government employes. 

“Necessary disciplinary action is 
being taken against responsible offi- 
cers at all levels of command," Mr. 
Patterson wrote, “including, where 
appropriate, reprimands, relief from 
duty and reclassification." 

Bids System Restored. 
The case has been called “force- 

fully" to the attention of the chief 
signal officer, commanding general 
of the 9th Service Command and 
the commanding general of the Utah 
Army Service Forces depot, he said, 
and. to prevent a recurrence, sal- 
vaged property hereafter will be sold 
on bids except in extraordinary cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr. Patterson said one lot of the 
batteries, listed as having passed 
self life, was sold to J. W. Harbet- 
son of Ogden at a private sale for 
$15. and second and third lots were 
sold to Mr. Harbetson and W. N. 
Grothe of Bountiful, Utah, for $110 
by the salvage officer with knowl- j 
edge or authorization of staff offi- 
cers. In addition, he said, small 
quantities were bought by John F. 
Baker of Ogden. 

Mr. Harbetson and Mr Baker were1 
depot employes, Mr. Patterson said. 
He declared the salvage officer was j 
unfamiliar with regulations and said* 
he did not know Mr. Harbetson was; 
employed at the depot. Mr. Patter- j 
son added the purchasers appar-1 
ently did not know the value of; 
the batteries themselves at the time 1 

of the purchases. 

Cadet Dies in Plane Crash 
NORMAN, Okla., May 1 (A3).— 

Aviation Cadet Robert S. Breher, 
23, Battle Creek, Mich., was killed j 
Saturday night when his plane j 
crashed near here while on a routine j 
night solo flight, the Navy an- j nounced yesterday. 

Hopkins Case Defense 
Rests as Court Kills 
Two Indictments 

Jury to Act Soon as 

Attorneys for Accused 
Call No Witnesses 

By NORMAN A. KAHL. 
The Hopkins Institute vice 

trial came to an abrupt end 
shortly before noon in District 
Court today when counsel for 
the seven women charged with 
conspiracy to violate the Mann 
Act unexpectedly rested their 
case without putting on a single 
witness. 

The case probably will reach the 
jury before tonight, after both sides 
spend the afternoon presenting clos- 
ing arguments. Visiting Justice 
Arthur Lederle of Detroit gave both 
sides a total of three hours, be- 
ginning at 2 p.m. 

It was believed the court's in- 
structions to the jury would take not 
more than an hour and that the case 
would be turned over to it around 
dinner time. 

These developments followed the 
decision of Justice Lederle to order 
directed verdicts on two of the in- 
dictments which charged Florence 
White and Wilma Graham, two of 
the seven defendants, with viola- 
tions of the White Slave Traffic Act 
by transportation of women for im- 
moral purposes within the District. 

Rejects Second Motion. 
At the same time, Justice Lederle 

overruled a defense motion for a 
directed verdict on the conspiracy 
charge against all seven defendants, 
^punsel for the seven women con- 
tended the evidence presented 
against their clients was insufficient 
and pointed out that the Govern- 
ment's star witness, Mildred Powell 
Carter, once manager of the insti- 
tute, had taken back some of her 
own testimony involving several of 
the defendants. 

Meanwhile, Sunny Pitts, who 
found a career in Hollywood after 
a six-weeks' association with the 
Hopkins Institute, was back in New 
York again today and was confined 
to her bed by illness. The defense 
move to rest its case makes it un- 
necessary for the blond starlet to 
tell her story from the witness stand. 

The surprise decision also elimi- 
nated the last possibility that the 
"little black book” might be opened 
for public inspection. The insti- 
tute’s records, which have been 
hanging over the trial since it be- 
gan and which are said to contain 
the names of scores of prominent 
citizens, probably will now be in- 
terred forever. 

Members of the defense staff said 
they were refraining from putting 
any witnesses on the stand because 
they are convinced the Govern- 
ment's case is too weak to be sus- 
tained. 

Test Pending in Court. 
Saul Lichtenberg. one of the de- 

fense attorneys, said he doubted 
that the Federal law concerning 
transportation of women applied to 
the District and said he believed 
local statutes should have been 
brought to apply. It was recalled 
that a test of the Mann Act as it 
affects a Federal jurisdiction, such 
as the District, is now before the 
United States Court of Appeals in 
the Carmen Beach case, recently 
tried here. 

In dismissing the two indictments 
today. Justice Lederle pointed ou. 

that Assistant United States Attor- 
ney John W. Fihelly had failed to 
produce strong evidence showing 
that some of the defendants actually 
were sent by taxicab to keep "dates” 
with patrons of the institute at 
various local hotels. 

Mr. Fihelly warned that if the 
interpretation as indicated by the 
court's questions were to be sus- 
tained “it would be a tremendous 
blow all over the country. It would 
mean that a man could send a girl 
for immoral purposes any time.” 

The Government attorney pointed 
out that evidence showed that on 
several occasions Miss White said 
she would send a girl to keep "dates' ; 
arranged by Mrs. Carter "right 
away.” 

"The jury has a right to infer,"! 
Mr. Fihelly said, “that 'right away’j 
means by cab. If I wanted to getj 
somew’here right away, I would take' 
a cab.” 

The judge asked Mr. Fihelly if 
he "seriously believed" such testi- j 
mony constituted direct evidence. j "It is too close to direct evi-! 
dence,” Mr. Fihelly replied, “that 11 
couldn't call it indirect." 
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Justice Eicher 
Fines Attorney, 
Cites Another 

$20 Penalty Given 
Lawyer Intervening 
For Laughlin 

By CARTER BROOKE JONES. 
Chief Justice Edward C. Eicher, 

presiding at the mass sedition 
trial in District Court, today 
cracked down on rebellious de- 
fense counsel. He fined one at- 
torney $20 for contempt in open 
court and set for hearing to- 
morrow before another judge an 
order citing a second defense 
lawyer for alleged contempt for 
charges made against Justice 
Eicher in motions to disqualify 
him. 

The trial itself was adjourned 
until 10 a m. Wednesday, after Jus- 
tice Eicher dismissed the present 
venire of prospective jurors and 
ordered the case resumed with 
jurors from the new May term 
venire. He said developments made 
it impossible to impanel a jury be- 
fore midnight, expiration date for 
the present jury panels. 

Maximillian St. George, attorney 
for Joseph E. McWilliams, one of the 
30 defendants, drew the fine in open 
court during discussion of a con- 
tempt citation brought by the prose- 
cuton against James J. Laughlin, 
attorney for Edward James Smythe 
and Robert Noble. 

St. George Draws Rebuke. 
When Justice Eicher announced 

that the contempt citation against 
Mr. Laughlin would be heard by 
Justice Jennings Bailey at 10 ajn. 
tomorrow, Mr. St. George tried to 
intervene in behalf of the other de- 
fendants. Justice Eicher told the 
attorney that this was a matter 
solely between Mr. Laughlin and 
the court. 

; “I disagree with the court,’ Mr. 
St. George said. “This is a matter 
vitally affecting every attorney in 
this case. It's an attempt to intimi- 
date every defense counsel.” 

“Will you please sit down?” Jus- 
tice Eicher replied. 

“I want to be heard," Mr. St. 
George persisted. 

“You will be heard at the proper 
time,” said the court. 

Mr. St. George sat down, but rose 
later while the court was explaining 
it would be necessary to dismiss the 
jury panel on hand. 

Reruses to Heed Gavel. 
Justice Eicher again told the at- 

torney to sit down and pounded 
furiously with his gavel. When Mr. 
St. George kept talking the court 
rapped again and announced: 

"Mr. St. George is fined $20 for 
contempt of court.” 

Mr. St. George sat down. Later, 
after court had adjourned, he said 
he had not decided whether to ap- 
peal the judgment and fine, but in- 
sisted he had done nothing to merit 
it, and merely was trying to protect 
the interests of his clients. 

Chief Prosecutor O. John Rogge 
iand Assistant Prosecutor Joseph W. 
Burns, both assistants to the Attor- 
ney General, over the week end filed 
the petition to have Mr. Laughlin 
cited for statements he made in 
court motions. The Government 
cited, in particular, Mr. Laughlin’s 
assertion in one of several motions 
to disqualify the judge, that Jus- 
tice Eicher had been “picked” by 
President Roosevelt to try the sedi- 
tion case and, if things went well, 
was to be rewarded, probably with 
an appellate judgeship. 

Roosevelt Conference Alleged. 
This was said to have resulted 

from an alleged conference between 
Attorney General Biddle and the 
President at which Mr. Biddle was 

; represented to be doubtful about ob- 
taining a conviction. 

The contempt proceedings charge 
Mr mughlin with filing affidavits 
"containing scandalous, insulting, 
scurrilous and contemptuous allega- tions attacking the integrity, up- 
rightness and trustworthiness” of 
Justice Eicher. 

Such affidavits, said the Govern- 
ment petition, made no pretense of 
showing the source of the so-called 
information and belief on which 
they purported to be based, but were 
"maliciously filed as an excuse to 
make statements to the press for 
the purpose of improperly influenc- 
ing and coercing said court to re- 
move himself as the trial judge and 
to delay the trial.” 

At the opening of court today, 
Justice Eicher took up the Laughlin 
contempt citation before the jurors 
were brought in. The court re- 
ferred to this as the first order of 
business. 

Might Get Aid of Counsel. 
When he asked Mr. Laughlin what 

he had to say the defense attor- 
ney answered that late Saturday 
night he was served with an order 
to show cause, in which Mr. Rogge 
and Mr. Burns joined and which 
also was on motion of the court. 

Mr. Laughlin asked for “a reason- 
able number of days” in which to 
answer the rule to show cause. “It 
may be necessary for me to consult 
with counsel,'’ he added. 

‘*The court on its own motion.’’ 
said Justice Eicher, “sets a hearing 
on this matter before Justice Bailey 
tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock.” 

Justice Eicher said the court 
would be represented at the hear- 
ing by Mr. Burns. 

Justice Eicher also held it would 
not be necessary for any defendants 
other than Mr. Laughlin's two cli- 
ents to be present. What of the 
attorneys? he was asked. 

“It will be a public hearing,” he 
replied. 

Case Resumed Wednesday. 
"Further proceedings in the main 

case,” Justice Eicher said, "will be 
adjourned until 10 o’clock Wednes- 
day. The action of the court at 
this time obviously makes it impos- 
sible to impanel a jury under the 
existing venire. It will be dis- 
dismissed." 

The trial, after dragging along for 
two weeks, thus was broken off dra- 
matically after a jury had been 
more than half selected. 

Justice Eicher pounded for order 
(See SEDITION, Page A-4.1 


