
’On the Other Hand’ 
Defense Tactics in Big Sedition Trial 
Likened to Those Used bv Early Nazis 
By Lowell Mellett. 

"Must a government of necessity 
be too strong for the liberties of its 
people or too weak to maintain its 
own existence?” 

Abraham Lincoln said that in his 
first message to 

Congress and he 

sought during 
his years as 

President to 
make sure that 
the American 
Gov e r n m e n t 
should be nei- 
ther too strong 

%or too weak. 
The present ad- 
ministration has 
been struggling 
with the same 
problem since 
the war began. Remembering the 
the excesses of the last war, the ad- 
ministration, notably the Depart- 
ment of Justice, has presented a de- 
termined front against hysteria here 
at home while our men are fighting 
overseas. It has sought in every 
way to protect freedom of personal 
opinion. Whereas during the 19 
months of the last war there were 

more than 2,000 indictments for 
sedition, thus far during the present 
war there have been only 15. 

A Unique Spectacle. 
Trial of 30 persons is now proceed- 

ing in Washington under one such 
indictment. This trial is presenting 
a spectacle that could be witnessed 
nowhere else in the world. The 
nearest approximation, perhaps, in 
recent times was seen in Germany 
during the’ 20s when the Hitler 
gang was attempting to destroy the 
Weimar Republic by ‘‘legal” means. 
There is something shockingly remi- 
niscent now of the tactics used by 
the Nazis when their members were 
on trial in the German courts. The 
Nazis turned the courts into sound- 
ingboards for their propaganda of 
hatred and disunity. 

For more than two weeks a Fed- 
eral judge has dealt in desperate 
patience with the antics of the 
lawyers for the defendants, while 
endeavoring to provide them with 
a jury completely free from any 
suspicion of bias. Handling an un- 
ending succession of legal techni- 
calities has not been too difficult; 
that is an accebted routine in 
American courts. Preventing some 
of the attorneys from making a 
circus of the affair, a circus aimed 
at newspaper headlines, has been 
harder. The judge cannot be un- 
aware that these attorneys are real- 
ly seeking to try the case, or to use 
the trial for their own purposes, 
outside his courtroom. 

Tactic* in the Defense. 
Such incidents as the action of 

one lawyer in writing a long letter 
to the President—and giving it to 
the newspapers—seeking to show 
that the trial itself was merely an 
attack on persons like Gen. Mac- 
Arthur, Senators Taft, Vandenberg, 
Nye and Wheeler, Representatives 
Hoffman, Fish and Rankin, none of 
whom has been connected with the 
case; or the motion by the same 
lawyer to impound the records of 
certain organizations—not connect- 
ed with the case—in order that he 
may prove that they have been 
trying to “besmirch and defame” 
the same group (minus Senators 
Wheeler and Taft, but plus Gov. 
Bricker); such incidents cannot 
have escaped the judge’s attention; 
nor the effort to drag Henry Ford 
and Col. Lindbergh into the pub- 
licity enveloping the trial; nor the 
fact that one attorney has passed 
out leaflets in the courtroom de- 
manding the impeachment of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. Nor that these at- 
torneys have been seeking to create 
the Impression that their clients 
are on trial not for sedition, but for 
anti-Semitism. 

The Judge must know that to any 
casual newspaper reader the trial 
to date has sounded less like the 

trial of specific citizens on a specific 
charge than a debate as to whether 
or not the United States should be 
in the present war. So patient has 
the judge been, indeed, that sincere, 
if sarcastic, observers have been 
heard to suggest that we call our 

troops home until the debate has 
been decided. 

But the judge is seeing the case 
through in his own way. He seems 
confident that in due time the Jury 
will get the facts which the Gov- 
ernment and the defense have to 
present and that in due time the 
jury will bring in its finding of 
guilt or innocence, based on these 
facts. • 

Which, no doubt, is as it should 
be, no matter how hard the present 
performance may be on the nerves 
of some of us. 

Haskin 
Answers to 
Questions 
By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 
A reader can get tne answer to 

any Question of fact by writing The 
Evening Stai Information Bureau. 
Washington, D. C. Please inclose 3- 
cent stamp for return postage. 

Q. Where do submarines and other 
naval ships obtain their drinking 
water?—E. L. H. 

A. The Navy Department says 
that submarines carry drinking wa- 
ter in fresh-water tanks. Battle- 
ships distill their own water. 

Q. What is the Columbus Cross?— 
D. E. R. 

A. The Columbus Memorial Light- 
house, the design of which is a giant 
recumbent cross, is known as “the 
Columbus Cross.” The memorial 
will be erected in the Dominican 
Republic, seat of the first perma- 
nent European settlement in the 
New World, with the co-operation 
of the governments and people of 
all the American republics. 

Q. Has the bullet which killed 
President Lincoln been preserved? 
—C. O. N. 

A. The bullet is in possession of 
the Judge Advocate General’s Office 
of the War Department. 

Q. Which of Gainsborough’s 
paintings was lost for 25 years?— 
L. S. B. 

A. The portrait of Elizabeth, 
Duchess of Devonshire. Mysteri- 
ously stolen in London iiT1876, it 
was taken to New York and Chi- 
cago and finally, in 1901, traced by 
American detectives. The painting 
was then sold to J. P. Morgan, sr. 

Q. How many islands are in the 
Mississippi River?—T. P. C. 

A. There are 747 islands between 
its source and the mouth of the 
Red River. Below this point—309 
miles from the gulf—there are only 
three islands. 

Q. What are the names of the 
male and female figures used in 
architecture on pillars?—P. W. A. 

A. The female figures used as 
supports in architecture are known 
as caryatids. The male figures are 
known as atlantes. 

>' ^ <3 | 
Q. How many new vessels were 

built for the Army last year?— 
V. S. B. tj 

A. In 1943 approximately 3,900 
new vessels were built for the Army. 
The total number of vessels oper- 
ated by the Transportation Corps 
is a military secret. More than 155 
types of vessels are included. 

Q. Is the number of prisoners in-' 
creasing or decreasing?—E. L. D. 

A. The Bureau of the Census re- 
ports that the number of prisoners 
in State and Federal institutions 
has declined by more than one- 
fifth since 1940. 
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McKellar, Chandler 
Deny Rift Between 
Civilians, Military 
By the Associated press. 

Two Democratic Senators. McKel- 
lar of Tennessee and Chandler of 
Kentucky, today questioned the fear 
expressed by Secretary of War Stim- 
son that a rift seems to be develop- 
ing between civilians and the mili- 
tary. 

“I believe the civilian population 
is practically 100 per cent for the 
war," Senator McKellar told a re- 
porter. “and we are backing our mili- 
tary forces all over the world. We 
are working together.” 

Mr. Stimson remarked in a speech 
before the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors last week there 
appeared to be “a growing disposi- 
tion on the part of our people to set 
apart the Army and Navy from those 
in civilian life." 

Asserting such a division “is all 
wrong," Secretary Stimson declared 
that in it “lies the only possibility of 
our ultimate defeat.” He noted that 
such a split between the people and 
the Army led to the German col- 
lapse in 1918. 

Senator Chandler said: 
“The fact is the United States 

men and women have broken all 
records of mankind in producing 
weapons and munitions of war. 
■There have been isolated instances 
of failures but one would have to 
magnify these to make things look 
very bad.” 

The Kentuckian added that the 
civilian-military relationship looks 
healthy to him and “the Secretary j 
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of War and his associates should 
always remember that the American 
people will never agree to be run 
by the military.” 

Senator Wiley, Republican, of Wis- 
consin offered up the hope that 
Americans will not “permit the evil 
of disunity to disrupt any construc- 
tive effort.” 

Another Republican, Senator Ship- 
stead of Minnesota, commented 
that “I don’t hear of a lot of di- 
vision between the people and the 
military. The people feel the Army 
and Navy are carrying out instruc- 
tions.” 

World Airline Operators 
Open Session in London 
By the Associated Pres*. 

i LONDON, May 2.—Operation of 
international airlines will be dis- 
cussed by more thin 40 delegates 
representing 25 companies in 14 
countries at the Conference of Inter- 
national Air Traffic Operators open- 
ing today. 

Principal subject for the confer- 
ence will be the provision of aircraft 
and equipment to enable the com- 
panies to resume service as soon 
after the war as conditions permit. 

Belgium, China, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Prance, Britain, Greece, 
Norway, Poland, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, Russia, the United States and 
Yugoslavia will be represented. 
— * 

Corcoran Art Gallery 
Plans Night Exhibitions 

The Corcoran Gallery of Art 
which has planned a series of eve- 
ning openings particularly for the 
benefit of service men and women 
and war workers, will be open from 
7 to 10 o'clock tonight. 

A feature of the evening opening 
will be a talk by Comdr. Charles 
Bittinger, U. S. N. R„ noted artist 
and scientist, on "Adventures in 
Camouflage.” The talk, to be il- 
lustrated with slides, will begin at 
8:15 o’clock. 
In addition to the gallery's perma- 

nent collection, a special exhibition 
of water colors, showing the 11th 
Air Force in the Aleutians, will be 
on view. The water colors are the 
work of Ogden M. Pleissner, Life 
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Magazine war-artist correspondent. 
Tor the series of evening openings, 

admission is free and the general 
public is invited, the gallery em- 
phasized. The next evening open- 
ing is scheduled for May 9. 

Palatine Prelate Dies 
MADRID. May 2 (/P).—Franz Mef- 

fert, 76, Palatine prelate of the 
House of Pope Pius XII, died last 
Wednesday at a hospital in Glad- 
bach in the Rhineland, after a short 
illness, it was announced in German 
newpapers received here yesterday. 
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