
‘On the Other Hand’ 
Sewell Avery Seen as Happy Man 
Over His Removal by the Soldiers 
By Lowell Mellett. 

Montgomery Ward &, Co. is a 

man named Sewell Avery. Having 
in mind the nature of the business, 
you may visualize Mr. Avery as a 

glorified cross- 
roads storekeep- 
er, in faded blue 
jeans and gal- 
1 u s e s. Who's 
Who in America 
indicates some- 

thing different. 
“Avery, Sewell 

Lee, corp. offi- 
cial,” it says. 
“Began with the 
Alabaster Co., 
1894; with U. S. 
Gypsum Co. 
since 1901, pres. 
1905, chmn. bd. 
1937; chairman Loweii Meiiru. 

board and president Montgomery 
Ward & Co.; director Armour & Co., 
Northern Trust Co., United States 
Steel Corp., Pullman Co., Peoples 
Gas Light & Coke Co.” 

That is the happy old gentleman 
you saw being carried out of his 
office by two soldier boys. And was 
he happy! He looked like he hadn’t 
had such a good time since Aunt 
Ida fell downstairs and broke her 
leg. For Sewell Avery has been 
feudin’ with the Federate for years 
and he nearly always has gotten the 
worst of it. Now, you can tell from 
his expression, he thinks he’s sitting 
In the driver’s seat. But is he? 

The Government’s Job. 

The Government is trying to keep 
civilian life operating efficiently 
under the stress of war. It has a 
no-strike pledge from labor, which 
labor has kept pretty well—about 
99.4 per cent (official figures). To 
meet difficulties that might arise, 
Congress set up the War Labor 
Board. This board was directed to 
handle any labor troules, not mere- 
ly those in war plants; Senator Taft 
insisted on that.. 

One of the earliest problems was 

presented by Sewell Avery and his 
employes. The board, after much 
grief, got a workable relationship 
set up. A union of the workers 
proved that it represented a ma- 

jority and a contract was signed. At 
the end of a year Avery declared this 
union no longer had a majority and 
refused to renew the contract. But, 
said the War Labor Board, wouldn’t 
it be nicer to carry on under the 
contract until the question is set- 
tled; maybe you’re right—the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board will 
find out—but let’s avoid trouble in 
the meantime. 

No, sir, said Mr. Avery; no, sir, 
the United States Constitution is 
involved; I love my faithful em- 
ployes, but I can’t let the Constitu- 
tion down. He refused to renew the 
contract. His faithful employes 
stopped work. 

The War Labor Board regards 
■ Montgomery Ward operations 5 as 

essential; this not merely because 
such things as plows and cultiva- 
tors are necessary to wartime food 
production, but because civilian life 
must be kept functioning. The 
board, therefore, took the step de- 
creed by Congress in such cases; it 
asked the President of the United 
States to take time from his own 
war work to beg Mr. Avery to stop 
fighting With labor till we get the 
war won. This the President did. 
With no results. 

Cries of Anguish. 
So the President told Jesse Jones 

to send somebody out to Chciago to 
take over Montgomery Ward and 
keep it running until the courts 
could decide certain fine legal ques- 
tions Mr. Avery had raised. The 
gypsum king wouldn’t give up his 
throne and the soldier boys toted 
him tenderly off the premises. 

Now there are cries of anguish. 
Montgomery Ward is not a war 
industry, it is said; Mr. Avery him- 
self says so. But WPB and the 
Office of Defense Transportation 
have had eloquent appeals from 
Montgomery Ward for priorities, 
based on evidence that its opera- 
tions are essential to winning the 
war, and Montgomery Ward has 
got the priorities—36,000 of them 
since April 1942. Incidentally, al- 
though sissies in the cities won’t 
understand it, out in the great open 
spaces there is nothing more essen- 
tial than a Montgomery Ward or 
Sears, Roebuck catalogue; this year’s 
catalogue as a market guide, last 
year’s catalogue for other purposes. 

Business is now proceeding as 
usual in the vast Montgomery Ward 
domain without the presence of Mr. i 

Avery. The soldiers have again 
turned their faces toward the enemy 
overseas. A bad example for othei 
employers has been averted. Sooner 

|or later the war will be over and 
we will find that we've won every- 
thing were fighting for, including 
the dubious right of Mr. Avery tc 
make the job harder for everybody 
concerned. And two of our precious 
documfentary heritages will remain 
intact and unabridged—the mail 
order catalogue and the Unitec 
States Constitution. 

Haskin 
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Questions 
By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 
A reader can tet tne answer to 

4nr aileatlon of fact br wrltint The 
veiling Star Information Bureau. 

Washington. D. C. Please Inclose 3- 
cent stamn for return postage. 

Q. What is the name of the only 
woman who is allowed to sign the 
President’s name to official docu- 
ments?—J. K. B. 

A. Mrs. Ruth Talley. She is per- 
mitted to sign the President's name 
to land patents. 

Q. What is the largest amount 
of gasoline a bomber can carry?— 
R. S. Y. 

A. The War Department says 
that actual figures on the fuel ca- 

pacity of Army transport planes and 
bombers are restricted. However, it 
can be stated that they carry more 
than 1,500 gallons of gasoline on 
long flights. 

Q. What is the per capita in- 
come?—E. R. Y. 

A. For 1943 the per capita income 
was estimated to be $1,050. 

Q. When were pews first intro- 
duced into churches?—C. C. 

A. Mention of pews occurs in 
church records from 1450 onward. 
Prior to that time -three-legged 
stools were used, but until the early 
part of the 14th century worship- 
ers either stood or sat on the floor. 

Q. Which is the more deadly poi- 
son, that of the cobra or that of 
the rattlesnake?—M. A. E. 

A. Cobra poison, considered the 
most deadly of all, creates at first 
a burning pain In the wound. One 
of its characteristic effects is to 
make the victim speechless after a 
few minutes. Rattlesnake poisoh, 
While less deadly, is more violent in 
its action upon the system. 

Q. When did the United States 
Army first use motor vehicles in a 
campaign?—W. W. 

A. The first occasion was the 
punitive expedition into Mexico in 
1916. 

Q. How did the custom of throw- 
ing a kiss originate?—E. L. H. 

A. The ancient Greeks ruled that 
to kiss on the lips is to adore the 
living breath of the person saluted, 
to kiss the hand is to acknowledge 
t superior. Our custom of throwing 
a kiss comes from the ancient habit 
»f kissing the hand to a god whose 
statue was too tall to be ‘reached. 

Q. What became of the German 
airship Graf Zeppelin?—K. J. B. 

A. The Graf Zeppelin made her 
last flight on June 18, 1937, to 
Frankfort, Germany, where she was 
to be on exhibit for a time and 
then junked because she was not 
suited for helium, which the Ger- 
man government planned to use in 
dirigibles in the future. 

Q. Is the inch the same in the 
United States and England?— 
F. B. A. 

A. There is a slight difference. A 
meter equals £9.37011 British inches 
and 39.37 United States Inches. The 
value of the inch has never been 
fixed by Congress. 

Q. How many natural bridges are 
there in the United 8tates?—L. L. 

A. There are more than 50 nat- 
ural bridges of considerable size and 
interest. 

Q. Where was Benjamin Frank- 
lin’s original printing shop?—C. C. 

A. The site of the original shop is 
marked with a bronze tablet ce- 
mented into the sidewalk in front 
of a building at 135 Market street, 
Philadelphia. In Franklin’s day it 
was 51 High street. 

Soviet Paper Asserts 
Roosevelt Is 'Most 
Plausible Candidate' 
By the Associated Press. 

MOSCOW, May 4.—An article in 
the Soviet government newspaper 
Izvestia pronounced Franklin D. 
Roosevelt "the most plausible candi- 
date” for the presidency in an an- 

alysis today of the United States 
electoral campaign. 

The article, signed by "Observer,” 
said two things—what it called the 
MacArthur “incident” and Wendell 
L. Willkie’s "failure”—had increased 
the likelihood of Mr. Roosevelt’s re- 
election. 

Based largely on American press 
comment, the article said the Presi- 
dent had not announced his willing- 
ness to run, but that the Democratic 
party had named no other candi- 
date and that the majority of dele- 
gates already chosen for the conven- 
tion favor Mr. Roosevelt. 

Vague Statement!. 

Izvestia said Republican candi- 
dates had “avoided expressing their 
opinions on foreign policy or had 
made vague statements.” 

“To a considerable extent, this is 
explained by their reluctance, or 
rather fear, to oppose the opinions 
of the broad masses of the United 
States which support the present 
foreign policy of Roosevelt,” the 
government newspaper asserted. 

Izvestia quoted the New York Post 
as saying Gov. Thomas E. Dewey of 
New York wanted to exclude ques- 
tions of foreign affairs from the 
campaign and added: 

“But the more this campaign de- 
velops, the more difficult it becomes 
to exclude these questions.” 

Reviews Dewey Speech. 
Reviewing Gov. Dewey’s recent 

foreign policy speech, Izvestia said 
some American newspapers inter- 
preted it to mean that "he declines 
isolationism and is ready to take 
part in international co-operation.” 

S;her newspapers suggested it is 
tter to wait “until the Republican 

party proves the sincerity of 
Dewey’s words,” Izvestia added. 

The article quoted a number of 
papers as saying that Gov. Dewey’s 
speech "lacked precise, concrete 
pledges and abandoned in vague 
formulas,” and asserted that the 
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"isolationist press” approved the 
speech. 

Izvestia said Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur was "forced to declare offi- 
cially that he is not a candidate" 
after the publication of his cor- 

respondence with Representative 
Miller, Republican, of Nebraska. 
The article quoted the New York 
publication PM as saying Gen. Mac- 
Arthur had allowed others "to make 

I him a symbol around which all the 
forces of Isolationism, militarism and 
home grown Fascism in America 
assembled." 

German Film Shown 
To Crestwood Citizens 

Members of the Crestwood Cit- 
izens’ Association last night saw 

portion* of a captured German film 
presented under the auspices of 
Harold W. Breuning. association 
member. The film depicted the fall 
of the Low Countries and the Nazi 
onslaught in these territory gains. 

The president. P. Vincent Cardon, 
who conducted the meeting at 
Roosevelt High School, read com- 
munications to the group. There 
was no other business. 

Scouts to Present Show 
Arlington County Boy Scout 

Troop 112 will present the “Scout 
Minstrels of 1944” at 8:30 p.m. to- 
morrow and Saturday at Christ 
Methodist Church. The show is 
under the direction of Donald L. 
Smith. Mrs. Herbert L. Marcey 
will be the accompanist. 

Mule 'Canal Clipper' 
To Make Trip Sunday 

The season’s first mule-drawn 
barge trip on the "Canal Clipper” 
over the Chesapeake <k Ohio canal 
will highlight the Sunday program 
of the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, Irving C. 
Root, superintendent, announced 
today. Also included are a bird walk 
through Glover-Archbold Parkway, 
a spring flower walk in Dumbarton 
Oaks Park, a camera stroll through 
Meridian Hill Park and a nature 
hike along the canal. 

The Clipper, which will make two 
trips up the canal, leaves the wharf 

■" .. 

At Thirtieth and 1C streets N.W. at] 
9 a.m, and 9 pm. Passengers will 
be discharged at Lock No. S, Brook- 
mont, Md., to return by land trans- 
portation, and the down-stream 
trips leave Brookmont at 11:30 and 
4:30 p.m. 

Tickets for the excursion, now in 
its third year, may be obtained at 
the American Automobile Associa- 
tion, Seventeenth street and Penn- 
sylvania avenue N.W., or on the 
barge. 

The bird walk, co-sponsored by 
the District Audubon Society, will 
assemble at 7:30 a.m. at Forty- 
fourth street and Reservoir road 
N.W. The nature hike begins at 
Carstop 39 on the Cabin John line 
at 10 am. 

The camera stroll, to be led tqr 

FOR SALE or RENT-FURNISHED 
“Merlands,” Montgomery Co., Jrfd. / 

25-Acre Gentleman's Estate 
Within 14 miles of the White House—beautifully situated home on 
wooded knoll with extensive view. English Country Style. Lovely » 

proportioned rooms throughout ond reflecting a refined atmosphere [ 
in its tasteful decorations and furnishings. Brief description—1st 
Floor: Living room (25x16), library adjoins—huge screened porch 
off both rooms which overlook the formal garden. Guestroom with 
private bath. The wing (with private entrance) includes 2 
servants' rooms, bath ond servants' living room. On the lower 
level is a beautifully paneled dining room (brick flooring) open- 
ing to flogstone terroce and rose garden. Butler's pontry, large 
modern kitchen, laundry, storage ond furnace rooms. On 2nd 
Floor: 2 bedrooms of master size, each with private both and 
individual dressing or "casual" rooms, 2 additionol bedrooms and 
both in the wing. Large storage attic obove. Fireplaces and ade- 
quate closet space throughout. A few features include—Private 
macadam drivewoy to the property—stable—paddock—modern 
chicken and brooder house—3-ear garage—caretaker's cottage- 
wide lawns—outdoor steak grill—orchard, etc. Use of two riding 
horses if desired. Owner will lease with option to purchase or sell 
outright. It is essentially, completely furnished. Shown by 
appointment. 

This Evening Coll Miu Blond—WO. 2776 

Thos. J. Fisher & Co., Inc. • 

lnlltr 
738 15th Street N.W. Exclusive Dl. 6830 
^- -- 

Pfc. George Dimitri, will start front 
the Anntylary-sphere in the tower 
park garden near Sixteenth street 
and Florida avenue N.W. at S pm., 
as does the spring flower walk. It 
will assemble at the Lovers’ Lane 
entrance to Dumbarton Oaks, R 
street near Thirtieth street in 
Georgetown. 
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.y.y.y.V Eiquire devotee liberal apace to fine art reproductions. 
»••••••• ■» 

v!v!v.v! 11 • been onc mtgaaine • policies right from the 

|!v!vXy! atart. Esquire readers, we’ve found, are apt and ardent 

vlvlvlv! in their appreciation of the arts. 

v!v!v!v! Superb color reproductions pass in review through each 

'!y!yXy! Esquire issue. Paintings by talented new artists, and works 

y'X'!y!y! of established painters commissioned by the magazine. 
yXyXy, Thoroughbred horses, game birds, scores of other art sub- 

X'lvl'X*!' ject» which »ugge8t framing. Stirring depictions of the ex- 

ploiu of America's war heroes. Thousands of readers 
request reprints. And what's more, get them. Esquire can* 

vases are frequently on exhibition In leading art museums 

over the nation. 
In the art category, too, are Waxman's famed dog 

photos. Not forgetting Anton Bruehl's distinctive color 
photography. It’s Esquire's policy to satisfy its readers' 
taste for good American art. To advertisers this means a 

common meeting ground with those who appreciate and 
can afford quality. 

Esquire is not only a magazine... IT'S AN INSTITUTION 


