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De Gaulle and Eisenhower 
There seems little reasonableness 

In the decision of General de Gaulle’s 
Committee of National Liberation 
to suspend talks with General Eisen- 
hower’s staff regarding the admin- 
istrative policies to be followed 
when and as our invading armies 
land in France. The committee’s 
excuse for this is that there is a 
ban on the use of secret code mes- 

sages between itself in Algiers and 
its representatives in London. Yet 
it is difficult to see how this justifies 
breaking off the negotiations. The 
ban, after all, does not apply to the 
De Gaulle regime alone; it applies 
to every country represented in 
Britain, with the exception of Rus- 
sia and the United States. 

Put into effect just a few weeks 
ago by the Churchill government, 
the ban is designed primarily to 
prevent any inadvertent leakage of 
information bearing on our Allied 
invasion plans. This is an essential 
precaution, so indispensable and 
understandable that no power af- 
fected by it—none, that is, except 
the De Gaulle regime—has yet 
openly made an issue of it. As far 
as appearances go, at any rate, the 
French committee has therefore 
placed itself in a rather singular and 
unco-operative position, made to 
seem all the more unreasonable be- 
cause the committee can readily 
keep in touch with its London agents 
by means of the British cable, secret 
code alone being prohibited. 

Coming in this crucial period of 
the war, such an attitude is hardly 
calculated to win friends for Gen- 
eral de Gaulle. He has made it 
clear enough in the past that he 
considers his committee the sole i 

authority to be dealt with in French 
administrative affairs, even though 
our American policy—which is cer- 

tainly shared by the British—is to 
give General Eisenhower more lee- 
way than that, in the event that 
there are other elements inside 
France who are anti-Vichy but yet 
not pro-De Gaulle and who can help 
us in their own way. The French 
committee’s action in suspending its 
London negotiations suggests an 

all-or-nothing frame of mind, with 
the communications restrictions 
being a mere incidental matter. It 
suggests pique, stubbornness and a 

strangely ill-timed refusal to com- 

promise. Certainly, it does not add 
to General de Gaulle’s stature. 
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Underground Battle 
While the American air arm and 

the RAF wage epic battles against 
the Luftwaffe and massed flak for 
control of the skies over Hitler’s 
European fortress, an equally fierce 
though more subtle conflict is being 
waged “underground.” Both, of 
course, are preliminaries to the su- 

preme test when the Hitlerian for- 
tress directly is assaulted on every 
side. 

No part of Nazi-dominated Europe 
is without its underground. While 
this secret opposition is most wide- 
spread and best organized in the 
occupied countries, from France to 
Poland, it exists also in the satellite 
nations and even in Germany itself. 
This is one of the most serious 
handicaps for the German high 
command and, conversely, is an 

important advantage to Allied grand 
strategy. The obvious objective of 
the Allies is to synchronize the 
underground with the forthcoming 
invasion at its maximum potential, 
while the equally obvious 6erman 
aim is to disrupt the underground 
on the invasion eve by the discovery 
of its leaders and a wholesale round- 
up of its membership. 

With nerves everywhere taut as 
the proverbial bowstring, the under- 
ground is straining at the leash and 
is prone to “fall for” rumors or false 
information which may lead it to 
premature action. Himmler’s Ges- 
tapo, acting in conjunction with 
local Quislings, therefore deliber- 
ately is conducting a program of 
incitement, including flagrant prov- 
ocations, fake sabotage, and even 
assassinations of inconsequential 
collaborators.” On the other hand, 

the BBC and correlated patriotic 
stations operating from Britain or 
North Africa are beaming urgent 
radio messages to the underground 
branches warning them against 
Nazi or Quisling tactics and all the 
elaborate trickery which is being 
employed to confuse the patriots, 
create dissension among them, evoke 
distrust or disillusion of the United 
Nations and bring the underground 
into the open by premature action. 

When the full story of this war is 
written, one of the most fascinating 
chapters will be that of the sub- 
terranean struggle between the true 
underground and its fake Nazi 
counterpart, using the under- 
ground's own methods against it- 
self. it is a duel, perhaps even more 

thrilling than that of traditional 

ft 

espionage, with men and women of 
keen minds pitting themselves 
against each other in a furtive and 
remorseless conflict. This is one 

more aspect of the mounting tension 
which, in its grim complexity, ex- 
tends literally from the catacombs 
and the ocean depths to the strato- 
sphere. 

A Bad Start 
Considerable importance will be 

attached to Robert ^ Hannegan's 
declaration that it is his "firm con- 

viction" that the President will be 
a candidate for a fourth term. 

As chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee, Mr. Hannegan 
is in a position to form an intelligent 
opinion in this matter. The burden 
of directing the Democratic cam- 

paign will rest upon him, and if any 
one is capable of divining Mr. Roose- 
velt's undisclosed intentions, Mr. 
Hannegan is the man. Neverthe- 
less, it should be noted that the 
chairman’s forecast was a qualified 
one. He has not discussed the ques- 
tion with the President, and was 

reporting only his personal opinion. 
In other words, Mr. Hannegan, while 
qualified to make a pretty shrewd 
guess, actually is as much in the 
dark as the rest of us concerning 
the true direction of the President’s 
thinking. If he is right in his fore- 
cast, however, it may be hoped that 
the "case" he intends to put before 
the President for the purpose of 
inducing him to accept the Demo- 
cratic nomination will not turn out 
to be the basis of Mr. Roosevelt’s bid 
for re-election. 

Mr. Hannegan’s case consists of 
an attack on Republican prewar 
policies. As he puts it, the GOP is 
the party of obstruction. He attacks 
“certain Republican leaders” in Con- 
gress for opposing parts of the Pres- 
ident's program without ever men- 

tioning that the Republican oppo- 
nents were ably supported and 
sometimes led by Democrats. He 
ignores the fact that his own party 
prior to the war had substantial 
majorities in both houses of Con- 
gress, and therefore must accept 
responsibility for any failure to put 
through measures advocated by the 
President. 

Governor Dewey of New York, the 
probable Republican nominee, is 
singled out for special criticism, and 
is charged with being a GOP. leader 
who “runs with the hares and barks 
with the hounds.” As an example of 
inconsistency, according to Mr. Han- 
negan, the New York Governor, on 

January 20, 1940, said that the rec* 

ognition of Russia by the New Deal 
was “unfortunate.” Perhaps Mr. 
Dewey’s foot did slip on that one, 
but it may be wondered if Mr. Han- 
negan has forgotten what the Presi- 
dent had to say about Russia on 
December 1, 1939—only seven weeks 
prior to Mr. Dewey’s comment. 

The President was reading a for- 
mal statement to his press confer- 
ence in connection with Russia’s 
attack on Finland. The attack, Mr. 
Roosevelt said, involved a “wanton 
disregard for law.” It was the kind 
of deliberate use of force which 
“makes insecure the independent 
existence of small nations in every 
continent and jeopardizes the rights 
of mankind to self-government.” It 
came as a “profound shock” to the 
Government and people of the 
United States, and on the following 
day the “moral embargo” was in- 
yoked against the sale of military 
aviation to the Soviets. How is Mr. 
Hannegan going to explain these 
comments, which certainly are not 
consistent with what seems to be our 

official view of the matter today? 
Of course, no explanation will be 

forthcoming, and none is necessary. 
But the point is that it would be a 

tragic mistake for responsible lead- 
ers in either party to attempt to 
fight out the 1944 campaign on the 
basis of errors in judgment made 
four or five years ago. That is the 
sure way to make a partisan issue of 
our foreign policy and to divide the 
people on the one point on which 
they should stand united. Every 
thoughtful American must hope to 
avoid this sort of campaign. 

* Koga's End 
It is peculiar to the military 

character of the Japanese that 
whenever one of their generals or 
admirals dies, there is always some 
reason to suspect the nature of the 
death. Thus we cannot be sure that 
Admiral Koga, commander in chief 
of the combined Imperial fleet, 
passed away quite as the Tokyo 
radio has just announced—aboard 
a plane, in performance of front- 
line duty. 

Similarly, when Admiral Yamac 
moto, his more famous predecessor, 
was reported lost in the same cir- 
cumstances last year, the non- 

Nipponese world was rife with ru- 

mors that his end may actually 
have come in another, less heroic 
way. The reason for this is not 

I merely that the word of the Tojo 
| government is notoriously untrust- 

worthy, but that rivalry between 
| Japan’s armed forces has been so 

| violent in the past and the factor 
of face” so traditionally important 

! that assassination and hari-kari 
invariably suggest themselves any 
time one of Hirohito’s high officers 
suddenly joins his ancestors. In 

Koga’s case, the theory of suicide 
! or murder can be argued most 

plausibly, since the navy he headed 
has been sorely humiliated and 
since many a^Japanese Army leader 
must have a low and probably 
venomous opinion of its command. 

Within less than a twelvemonth, 
the naval organization of our Pa- 
cific enemy has thus been twice up- 
set at the highest level of authority. 
At the very least, in face of these 
swift and unexpected changes, the 
operating efficiency and morale of 
the combined Imperial fleet must 
be adversely affected in some de- 
gree. Not only our own planes and 
warship* have been taking a heavy 

t 

toll of Japanese sea power, but death 
has. too—death coming for Its top 
leaders, as it has come, first, for 
Yamamoto and now for Koga. 

A Friend 
A life of devoted service will be 

honored at Mount Saint Alban this 
afternoon when the faculty, the 
student body and many alumni of 
the National Cathedral School for 
Girls bid farewell to J. Archie 
Thompson, Negro doorman for forty 
years in the first building for educa- 
tion erected in the close. He died on 

Friday, and his body was granted 
the right of a funeral from the 
crossing of the great unfinished 
church in solemn recognition of his 
faithfulness and loyalty during four 
long and busy decades. 

The girls who now are pupils at 
the school will sing their friend to 
his rest. It is said that he knew 
the name of every graduate since 
the first went forth from the hill— 
three generations of “our young 
ladies,” as he called them. No other 

employe of the Cathedral had so 

lengthy a record or was more de- 
servedly popular with his associates 
of every age and grade. In practice 
Mr. Thompson was as truly a full- 
fledged member of the “family” as 

any of his contemporaries, bishops 
and deans not excepted. His love 
for the whole inclusive work was 

manifest in everything that he did. 
It was natural even for strangers 
to respond to it. 

Perhaps it was for such a “watcher 
at the gate” that the celebrated 
Chinese master Lao-Tse, the “old 
philosopher,” wrote the classic “Tao- 
Te-King,” five centuries before 
Christ. An ancient legend tells how 
Yin Hsi, the warden at Han-ku, 
petitioned the sage at the moment 
of his intended departure: “You are 
about’ to withdraw yourself out of 
sight; I pray you to compose for me 
a book before you go.” 

Mr. Thompson's “book” is in the 
hearts of people, some grown and 
some not, whose happy and valued 
servant he was. 

Speculation on the timing of the 
coming invasion is nerve-racking, 
but it is well to remember that the 
longer the wait, the bigger its 
weight. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

“CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY. 
“Dear Sir: 

"Here is a new one; at least it is new 
to me and I have had a bit of experience 
in my time. Yesterday I observed a flick- 
er (or yellow hammer) busily at work on 
the lawn in my back yard although a 
light rain was falling at the time. 

“It is a matter of common knowledge 
that the flicker spends a great deal of 
time on the ground in search of ants 
of which the bird Is particularly fond. 
But what could ants be doing out of 
their nest on a cold rainy day such as 

yesterday? 
“Then, too, the bird kept moving 

briskly about tapping or probing the 
turf, with its beak moving continually. 
At intervals the bird would stop and 
work vigorously at a given spot, tear- 
ing at the grass roots and driving its 
beak deeper into the soil. In time it 
would drag something forth and 
devour it. 

"Unable to see from my position at 
the dining room window just what the 
marauder was feeding on, I went to a 
window upstairs and watched the pro- 
ceedings through a pair of field glasses. 
To my surprise, I found that the flicker 
was feeding on the larvae of the Jap- 
anese beetle, which, I am sorry to say, 
are abundant in my back yard. 

“When I arose this morning at 6 
o’clock, I found the bird—the same one, 
I presume—busy again in the same 
area. I watched it at work for some time 
and the procedure was the same as of 
yesterday. It hopped about probing the 
ground continually with its beak until 
it found a spot of ‘pay dirt’ from which 
it invariably unearthed a grub. 

“By what means can this bird deter- 
mine the exact spot to dig for a grub, 
which is lying concealed beneath the 
roots of the grass? 

"I have observed a robin listen in- 
tently at a point on the lawn and then 
dig down at that point to the depth of 
an inch or more and drag forth a full- 
grown larva of the common ‘junebug.’ 
The flicker, however, doesn’t work that 
way; some other faculty is brought into 
play. 

“Have you, or to your knowledge, has 
any one else observed the flicker feed- 
ing in this fashion? For several years 
a pair of these birds have nested near 

my home and their habits of sounding 
off on a tin ventilator on a neighboring 
house at unseasonable hours has spoiled 
many a morning nap. But if that chap 
will continue to work on the Jap beetles 
in my lawn, he may beat his drum to his 
heart’s content without a whimper from 
me. > 

“Sincerely yours, J. B. P„ 
“Professor of Biology, Emeritus.” 

* t * * 

This is an interesting piece of infor- 
mation. 

It shows, we believe, that the birds 
are beginning to get used to the Jap- 
anese beetles. 

Hitherto the only species which we 
have heard of eating them are the star- 
lings. 

This has been regarded as a unique 
star in the starling’s crown. 

Now we must add the flicker, and in 
time no doubt other species will get a 
taste for beetles, both in the larval and 
full-grown forms. 

In time it may be that the birds will 
do as good work with this beetle as 
with others. 

The flicker is a large, strong bird, with 
plenty of intelligence, and exemplary 
food habits. It almost invariably eats 
insects which are harmful to man’s in- 
terests. The amount of grain and fruit 
it consumes is negligible. 

Many persons regard it as the most 
j interesting of all the W'opdpeckers. 
I Throughout the country it is held in 

| high esteem, so much so that it has 
j many common names, including golden- 
I wunged woodpecker, yellow-shafted 
| woodpecker, pigeon woodpecker, clape, 
J yellow-hammer, high-hole, high-holder, 
i yarrup, wake-up, wood pigeon, heigh- 
1 ho, wick-up, hairy wicket, walk-up and 
j yawker bird. There are about 36 names, 

in all, most of them based on his char- 
acteristics, such as cry or nesting. 

A bird smart enough to do some of 
the things that flickers are known to do 
will be intelligent enough to find Jap- 
anese beetle larvae. For instance, when 
digging out a hole in an old tree, it 
carries the chips far away, instead of 
letting them drop by the tree. It is 
persistent, too; if the first six eggs are 
taken from the nest as soon as laid, the 
female continues to lay; one investi- 
gator claims (hat from 18 to 23 eggs 
have been token from one nest in this 
way. 
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Letters to The Star 
Mr. Creel Wants the Germans 

“Educated” by “Facts” 
To the Editor ol The Star: 

In 1918 the Germans stood forth as 
the unhappy victims of militarism, 
pleading that if the Hohenzollern yoke 
were lifted they would be seen as a 

sweet, gentle, peace-loving people. The 
Allies fell for it, and straightway 
hypocrisy stood self-confessed. Two 
and a half billions to the good on rep- 
arations, “poor Germany” overthrew the 
pitiful Weimar republic, and plunged 
into another ferocious gamble for world 
dominion. 

Now the same bleat is being raised 
again, backed as before by maudlin 
sentimentalists and camouflaged pan- 
Germans. This time it is Adolf Hitler 
who is pictured as having imposed his 
will on 60,000,000 people. Once Hitler- 
ism is crushed, Germans will return 
joyfully to their pipes, steins, music and 
poetry. A lie in 1918, it is even more 
of a lie today. Just as a whole people 
followed the Kaiser, heiling every bar- 
barity of German arms, so has a whole 
people followed the Fuehrer, heiling the 
savageries that have turned every oc- 

cupied country into a slaughter pen. The 
evil teaching of centuries has done a 

thorough job. 
Talk of mass extermination is non- 

sense, but so is the babble about “mercy” 
and “re-education.” Of course, the 
German people must be re-educated, but 
the one way that holds any hope is to 
face them with inescapable facts. The 
fact of defeat! The fact that their 
leaders lied when they preached the 
gospel of a master race and welt- 
macht! The fact that war is not holy 
and that crime merits punishment! And 
how else except by unconditional sur- 

render and effective military occupation? 
After that, disarmament and demili- 
tarization; the arrest and trial of all 
war criminals; the return of loot and 
payment for wanton destruction, and, 
above all, the segregation of Prussia. 

The courage of civilized peoples has 
been tried and proved. What lies ahead 
is an intelligence test. 

GEORGE CREEL. 

‘Thing’ Not Done 
To the Editor of The Star: 

One hundred and sixty-seven years ago 
last Christmas the cause of the Ameri- 
can Colonies reached its lowest ebb. Our 
little Armies were defeated and dis- 
persed. Washington was discredited. 
But that night he and a little band of 
comrades braved the icy cold, crossed 
the Delaware, surprised the Hessian 
soldiery at Trenton, captured them and 
their general and started the cause of 
freedom on the road to eventual 
triumph. 

"God,” said Napoleon, “is on the side 
of the heaviest battalions.” We Ameri- 
cans are proud to have done everything 
needing to be done to get God on our 
side in a Napoleonic way. We have 
mountains of munitions, thousands of 
ships, millions of. trained soldiers, tens 
of thousands of aircraft. We have done J 
everything—except one thing: As a 

nation we have not humbled ourselves 
before God, confessed our great sins, re- 

consecrated our lives to the building of 
His kingdom on earth, nor prayed to 
Him to use our Nation according to his 
will. We have not, as a people or as 

churches, earnestly sought His guidance 
on our President, military leaders and 
Allies. Worst of all, we have not be- 
seeched Him in repentance, reconsecra- 
tion and fervent faith to save our boys 
and the boys of other lands from further 
slaughter. * 

ROSSEL EDW. MITCHELL. 

Criticizes Railroad Officials 
To the Editor of The Star: 

A few days since William M. Jeffers, 
resident of the Union Pacific Railroad, 
m an address before the American Irish 
Historical Society in New York City, 
severely criticized the achievements’‘and 
policies of President Roosevelt. But I 
have positive proof that railroad officials 
are the least qualified to criticize the 
President at this or at any other time. 

I have watched the behavior of rail- 
road officials for over 20 years, and I 
know their prejudices against the ordi- 
nary man. 

It remained for President Roosevelt 
to help the working people. He in- 
augurated the old-age pension, the 
retirement law for railway employes, 
the unemployment compensation law. 
And now, a common laborer working 
for a railroad receives good wages and 
a vacation with pay. 

Mr. Jeffers knows very well that all 
railroad officials' despise President 
Roosevelt for his humanitarian acts. 

Chicago. FRANK T. MILLER. 

Brackets Avery and Lewi* 
To the Editor of The Star: 

There has been much ado, because 
our Government handled Mr. Avery’s 
"sitdown strike" in the manner pre- 
scribed by an act of Congress to deal 
with recalcitrant labor or management 
during the war. This is the act passed 
by Congress to deal with Mr. Avery’s 
alter ego, Mr. Lewis, in a similar situa- 
tion that caused a work stoppage. It 
would be unreasonable to expect our 

Government to make an exception in 
the case of Mr. Avery, whose actions are 

so much like Mr. Lewis’. 
Nor was it an accident that Mr. Lewis 

forced Congress to pass an act that 
would enable our Government to deal 
with the Lewises and the Averys. The 
records of both of these men show that 
they have put their own interests and 
glory above the welfare of their coun- 
try, and it is only in this light that their 
willful acts properly can be estimated. 

Management and labor as a whole 
have accepted the restrictioas placed 
upon their rights to strike or to en- 

gage in lockouts in order that there 
would be no stoppage of the production 
of war materials. Their acceptance of 
Government arbitration in place of 
peacetime methods of settling their 
differences has made it possible to 
create a production record that has 
won the highest praise from our Allies. 

It then follows that on the "eve" of j 
the opening of the "second front” we 
cannot permit any individual or group 
to engage in acts—whether for personal 
aggrandizement or to further their 
political careers — that endanger the 
common unity by fomenting strife and 
discord. Whether these persons accept 
the responsibility for their behavior or 

not, the fact remains that in contribut- 
ing to acts that result in the curtail- 
ing of our production efforts they give 

*aid and comfort to the enemy. Let us 

not waste too much time and energy 
on the Averys and their counterparts 
the Lewises but consign that task to 
furture historians who will be in a better 
position to evaluate their role in the 
war against Hitler and To)o. 

i RICHARD STEIN. 

This Changing World 
By Constantine Brown 

Under * veil of complete secrecy 
which cannot be penetrated by either 
side, the Allies and the Germans are 
concentrating immense forces for the 
final showdown in Europe. 

We are guessing at the size of the 
German concentrations in the same 

manner the Nazis are guessing at ours. 
The shrewdest and best trained intelli- 
gence agents no longer can give more 
than a hazy picture of what is going 
on in the belligerent camps. The opera- 
tion centers which extend roughtly from 
the Dnepr River in Russia to the 
Irish coast have been completely iso- 
lated and communications have become 
practically impossible. 

Here and there an agent might sneak 
through, but his reports are generally 
vague and must be pieced together on 

the basis of previous knowledge and the 
application of the powers of deduction 
of general staff officers. 

* ♦ * * 

So far as the western theater of oper- 
ations is concerned, there can be no 

strategic surprise. The Germans know 
the attack is coming and their own mili- 
tary men say they are ready for it. They 
can make deductions as to where the 
main blow will be directed on the as- 

sumption that the Allies will need one 
or several large harbors to exploit their 
conquest of a beachhead. 

They also know that normally the Al- 
lies would strike in an area which offers 
them the best and most extended sandy 
area for their invasion and landing 

'barges. Presumably the Nazis are con- 
centrating their first defense forces in 
such areas. But they do not know what 
secret invasion devices the Allies may 
have. 

Past experiences show that the Allies 
will be forced to attempt to get the 
largest available harbors on the west 
coast of Europe. It is possible, however, 
that smaller harbors would be as useful 
as the large ones if a new method of 
bringing up reinforcements and supplies 
has been devised by American and Brit- 
ish technicians. 

This explains why the German high 
command has indicated in the last few 
days that the real resistance to the Al- 
lies will occur after we have landed and 

have penetrated enemy territory for 
some distance. 

* * * * 

German planes are making daily obser- 
vation flights over the British Islefe in 
an endeavor to establish where the bulk 
of the Allied shipping is concentrated. 
It is impossible, of course, to prevent 
these reconnaissance flights. But they 
do not throw much light on the situa- 
tion. From the available invasion bases 
the barges and transports could go al- 
most anywhere between the Bay of Bis- 
cay and the Netherlands coast. 

For the time being, the Germans’ 
highly-discussed rocket guns, which 
many high-ranking British officials be- 
lieved would spout hundreds of tons of 
high explosives at the Invasion ports 
themselves, have been silent. Some mil- 
itary observers are inclined to believe 
these new weapons are not as damaging 
when fired from a distance of over 100 
miles as they are supposed to be. Other- 
wise, the Nazis already would have 
started blasting these bases which are 
filled with ships ready to take troops 
abroad. 

But the concentration of land forces 
which is interesting the Allies even more 
than activity by the Germans is the 
massing of the Russian forces. 

In all their public utterances the lead- 
ers of the Red Army, from Premier 
Stalin down, have indicated that soon 
after the Allies begin the invasion of 
Western Europe the Russian armies will 
start their own operations with the 
principal-objectives of Koenigsberg and 
Berlin. It will be at leant another month 
before the ground in Central and North- 
ern Russia is sufficiently dry to permit 
a large-scale offensive. 

But the present lull on the Romanian 
front is accepted in military Quarters as 
an indication that the Russian general 
staff is shifting its forces, from the 
south to the north, in keeping with its 
leaders’ pledges to strike at the heart of 
the Reich in conjunction with the Amer- 
ican and British assault on the western 
wall. 

Although only conjecture is possible, 
it seems logical to believe that the Rus- 
sians now are regrouping their armies 
for a massive attack in the center and 
the north. 

The Political Mill 
By Gould Lincoln 

Efforts to side-step the Constitution, 
through congressional laws as well as 

through administrative acts, have been 
plentiful in recent years. The attempt 
to drive the so-called antipoll tax bill 
through the Senate—it has already been 
passed by the House—is just another 
case in kind. 

The control of elections and the quali- 
fications of the electors are left, by the 
Constitution, in the hands of the states. 
Congress and the courts in trfe past 
have stuck to this interpretation of lan- 
guage which is certainly clear enough. 
But politics steps in—aided and abetted 
by pressure groups. It is now proposed, 
by congressional enactment, which pre- 
sumably the President will approve, to 
give the Federal Government the right 
to say what the qualifications for voting 
shall be in the States. The proposed 
flaw would deny the right of the States 
to levy a poll tax as a voting quali- 
fication. 

Here is no question as to the wisdom 
of a poll tax or nonwisdom. It is just 
a question whether the federal Gov- 
ernment shall control State elections. 
The States in the past haVe had prop- 
erty qualifications, educational qualifi- 
cations, residence qualifications and poll 
tax qualifications for voting. Gradually 
many of them have been done away 
with. But always by State action—not 
by action of the Federal Government. 
Always the constitutional provisions 
have been recognized in the past. 

* * * * 

The present effort to have the Fed- 
eral Government impose its will on the 
States is political. One group, several 
groups, are putting pressure on mem- 
bers of Congress by threatening the loss 
of Negro votes in the Northern and 
Western States, where the Negro vote 
may hold the balance of power in close 
elections. Other groups believe that it 
would be better, anyway, to have the 
Federal Government control in elections. 

The argument advanced by propo- 
nents of the antipoll tax bill is that the 
Federal Government has an inherent 
right to control elections for Federal 
office—for President and Vice President 

—and in elections to the Federal legis- 
lature, the House and Senate. A second 
argument is made—which seems pretty 
specious—that the payment of a poll 
tax is not a "qualification” but a "regu- 
lation” or "condition.” 

Well, if a tax to vote is a "regula- 
tion,” so is a registration requirement 
and a requirement of six months’ or a 
year’s residence in a State to vote. The 
Congress, under such construction, could 
do away with registration or residence 
requirements. It might even go further 
and set up regulations of its own and 
prohibit citizens of the States from 
voting unless they conformed. 

* * * * 

The second section of Article I of the 
Constitution says: "The House of Rep- 
resentatives shall be composed of mem- 
bers chosen every second year by the 
people of the several States, and the 
electors in each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of 
the most numerous branch of the State 
Legislature.” This has never been 
changed. It’s the Constitution now. 
Further, when the Constitution was 
amended to bring about the popular 
election of Senators, exactly the same 

language was used regarding the elec- 
tors in the States. 

* * * * 

The Southern Senators have declared 
their intention of preventing a vote on 
the antipoll tax bill, even if they have 
to filibuster. One of them, Senator 
Ellender of Louisiana, who held the 
floor in a filibuster against an anti- 
lynching bill for six days some years 
ago, is prepared to speak for 100 hours 
on this poll tax measure. Others are 

ready to help talk the measure to death. 
The supporters of the antipoll tax 

bill have been able to line up a ma- 
jority of the Senate to vote for it—but 
they have failed, according to the polls 
of sentiment, to get a necessary two- 
thirds of the Senators to support a 
cloture resolution. Without cloture the 
bill cannot be brought to a vote. The 
prospects are for a week of debate, a 
vote on cloture, which will fail, and the 
ultimate laying aside of the measure. 

Balkan Strategy 
By Maj. George Fielding Eliot 

The Russian communiques continue 
calmly to report “no material changes 
on the fronts.” The Germans, how- 
ever, tell us of heavy fighting on the 
Iasi front, where they report that the 
Russians are trying to break through 
to the southward, toward the Galatz- 
Focsani Gap. 

That there is some activity in this 
theater is borne out by the heavy 
and repeated attacks which ^Allied 
bombers have directed against the 
Romanian railw-ay centers in the Wal- 
Igchian Plain, through which pass the 
main railway lines by which German 
troops in the Iasi area would normally 
be supplied and reinforced, now that 
the lines through Cernauti are cut. 
This is notable as marking close co- 

operation between Anglo-American air 
power and Russian land power: but it 
suggests a direction for the combined 
Allied strategy which is rather curious. 

The Russian push toward the 
Focsani-Galatz Gap makes sense as a 

secondary operation on its own merits. 
It imperils the Black Sea ports of 
Romania, the mouth of the Danube, 
the Ploesti oil fields and the Roman- 
ian capital, Bucharest. It threatens 
to bring Russian troops to the frontiers 
of Bulgaria. 

All of these would be serious threats 
to Germany under ordinary conditions. 
But the immediate present is not an 

ordinary time. It is a time when a 
great Anglo-American attack is pend- 
ing against Western Europe. It is, there- 
fore, a time when all that the Russians 
do in the east should be geared to that 
attack, and closely co-ordinated with it. 
As previously pointed out in these 
articles, the one front on which a Rus- 
sian attack canont be temporarily ig- 
nored by the Germans or held with 
minimum forces is the front between 
the Pripet marshes and the Carpathians. 
Therefore, one would suppose that the 
first reports of a renewed Russian of- 
fensive would come from the Kowel- 
Brody-Stanislwow direction rather than 
from Iasi. 

* * * * 

When we try to fit what is actually 
happening—a reported Russian push in 
the Iasi sector plus heavy Anglo-Ameri- 
can air attacks against Romanian rail- 
way centers—into the framework of the 
combined Allied strategy as a whole, we 
must assume either (1) that these oper- 
ations are diversionary in nature, or 
(2) that they are part of a plan for 
large-scale operations in the Balkan 
theater, of which the Russian drive is 
only one feature. 

If they are diversionary they may be 
merely a preparation for a major Rus- 
sian push between the Pripet and the 
Carpathians. The purpose would be 
to draw German troop* to th« lower 

Romanian front, thus diminishing the 
strength of the reserves available for 
defending the Pripet-Carpathian front. 
The alternative presented the Germans 
would, of course, be a Russian incur- 
sion into the Wallachian Plain, which 
might bring about a switch of allegiance 
by Bulgaria and would set up direct 
Russian connections with the Yugoslav 
patriot armies, producing in sum total 
a considerable threat to Germany from 
the south, though not necessarily an 
immediate threat. 

* * * * 

If they are, however, part of a larger 
plan, then the purpose of that plan 
must be to convert this threat into an 
immediate and increasingly dangerous 
threat. That means not only Russian 
advance into the Wallachian Plain, but 
it must also mean an Anglo-American 
invasion of the Balkan Peninsula, either 
by the Adriatic coast, or by the Aegean. 

The Adriatic coast seems more likely 
just at the moment despite the tremen- 
dous terrain difficulties, because air 
support can be given, advance bases are 
already occupied on some of the islands, 
and the task of reducing the German 
island strongholds in the Aegean need 
not be undertaken as a preliminary. 
The supply and transport difficulties 
presented by the mountains along the 
coast still remain, but they can be partly 
overcome by the co-operation of the 
patriot forces, by the use of air-borne 
troops and supply, and by special equip- 
ment and training. 

From the point of view of strategic 
theory all this adds up fairly well, as 

long as no Anglo-American troops are 

committed to this enterprise, which 
could be initially used to advantage 
on the western front. 

* * * * 

But the principle of concentration 
must be kept in mind. If the Balkan 
affair began to be a drain on the forces 
available in the two decisive theaters, 
east and west, then it would immedi- 
ately become a strategic liability. In 
1915, let us remember, the Allies could 
achieve victory neither in France nor 

in Gallipoli., because they could not 
make up their minds as to which thea- 
ter should be the scene of their main 
effort; concentration in either would j 
have brought success, while division of j 
force, effort and thought between the j 
two brought failure in both. 

Hence a great Balkan offensive Is 
unlikely unless the forces available are 
such that it can be carried on as an 

independent operation, contributing di- 
rectly to the success of the two deci- 
sive offensives and requiring no forces 
which could be regarded as net deduc- 
tions from the forces required to assure 
success in the east and in the west. 

(CoprrUht, 1044. New York Tribune, lne > 

Biddle Seen as 'Issue' 
In Coming Campaign 

Law Enforcement **Faime**H 
May be Decided at Poll* 

By David Lawrence 
Attorney General Biddle may hiinselt 

become the principal domestic issue of 
the coming presidential campaign. The 
issue may be whether the people, in 

electing President Roosevelt to a fourth 
term will be continuing in office some 

one who has a political point of view 
when it comes to enforcing the laws of 
the United States—whether, in fact, 
the Department of Justice is any longer 
fair in its task of law enforcement. 

The first count against the Attorney 
General is his speech made in March, 
1942, at a dinner of New Dealers which 
included representatives from both 
houses of Congress and from the Su- 
preme Court and from the President's 
cabinet. The toastmaster at that din- 
ner—a magazine writer-said amid ap- 
plause: 

“The New Deal is more dynamic than 
fascism and more revolutionary than 
communism.” 

When Mr. Biddle's turn to speak 
came he urged his hearers to keep up 
the “political light” for New Dealism 
regardless of our entry into the war. 
He said that the success of the New 
Deal was due to the fact that “it was 
not just a group of theorists or liberals, 
but it was a political party tied up with 
the labor movement under an able polit- 
ical leader—a vigorous labor movement 
gave it strength.” 

This address by the Attorney General 
did not have the same relevancy then 
that it has today. Since that speech 
was delivered the Attorney General has 
been confronted with some concrete 
questions dealing with the labor move- 
ment and law enforcement. 

Representative Howard Smith of Vir- 
ginia, Democrat, has written the Attor- 
ney General calling his attention to an 
alleged violation of the Corrupt Practices 
Act relating to compaign contributions 
by a labor union, but Mr. Biddle has not 
done anything to enforce the law, 
though Mr. Smith has presented evi- 
dence of violation. 

When the coal strike occurred and 
the miners remained out on strike in 
defiance of the Smith-Connally law the 
Department of Justice took no action 
against the leaders who were respon- 
sible for calling the strike. Many in- 
stances -of seizure of an employer's 
property—such as Montgomery Ward- 
have occurred, but it is not apparent 
that the same drastic action has been 
taken at any time against any labor 
union officer or organization. 

The Attorney General argues that 
Irrespective of the specific terms of the 
Smith-Connally law relating to Gov- 
ernment seizures of property, the Presi- 
dent has a great "reserve of constitu- 
tional power" which permits him to 
take virtually any action that he thinks 
may be necessary to prevent interrup- 
tions to the war effort or production. 
If this be true, then the Department of 
Justice could, under that theory, have 
taken punitive action against the 
miners’ union. But there is no record 
that the department did anything about 
the serious interruption to the war 

effort when coal production was im- 
paired nor is there any evidence that 
any punitive measures have been taken 
against the many leaders of so-called 
“unauthorized" strikes which have been 
such a paralyzing factor from time to 
time in war-production plants. 

The Attorney General has been argu- 
ing the Montgomery Ward case in 
Chicago before a Federal judge. He did 
not go into court in the first instance, 
but used military force without waiting 
for a court order. This action, which 
is indefensible, was taken against an 

employer. Unquestionably such a step 
pleased the labor unionists who were 

glad to see the Federal Government 
step in and seize an employer. 

But the Attorney General’s action does 
not please many persons who see beyond 
the immediate case and who know that 
bayonets can be used against labor 
unions, too, if the power which the 
Attorney General says he has is upheld 
by the administration and a precedent 
is created for future administrations 
to use. 

If any other Attorney General had 
taken the step, it would have been leas 
subject to criticism. But when the At- 
torney General has. in a public address, 
boldly proclaimed the party in power 
to be "tied up with the labor move- 

ment under an able political leader,” 
it raises the question of whether the 
American people can expect justice from 
the Department of Justice or merely a 

prejudiced use of public power to get 
votes and maintain a political alliance 
with the labor movement. 

(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 

Bombs and Critics 
Prom the London Daily Mail. 

Those who have nothing better to do 
than denounce the offensive blows of 
the RAP have chosen their moment 
unluckily. The Germans, attempting a 
renewal of the 1940-41 blitzes on London, 
are once again demonstrating what 
"indiscriminate bombing" really means. 
These raids are fulfilling no military 
purpose whatever. They are quite un- 

like the RAF raids, whichv admittedly 
blot out area after area of highly in- 
dustrialized targets with the object of 
knocking Germany out of the war. The 
German raiders do not concentrate on 

targets of any particular value to the 
war effort. The destruction of a hospi- 
tal, a church, a school, an hotel, a row 

of houses and some shops represents a 

typical night's work for the Luftwaffe. 
This is how it was in 1940, though on a 

much larger scale. The Germans would 
have carried on and multiplied their 
wanton bombing if they had had the 
means. They would have made London 
a desert by now if they could. But they 
could not, because the RAP have been 
knocking out their aircraft factories. 
Do the critics, whether habituated to 

cottage or cathedral, realize how many 
undisturbed nights they owe to the of- 
fensive power of the RAP since 1941? 

Troopship 
Helmeted. men, tight lipped, shuffle 

wearily 
Line on line through the blacked-out 

night 
Toward a towering, nameless shadoic; 
Stumble up the gangways under weight 

of arms. 
To lie with closed but sleepless eyes in 

measured rows 
Within the humid, dimly lighted hold. 
The crowded tenement pushes forward 

into a sea 

Made angry by the minds of men 

Trained to a hundred jobs of death. 
But each man compelled by one cry 
From the hearts of all men para- 

doxically— 
Peace! On this earth for all people— 

peace! 
ROBERT C. MITCHELL, 

(Staff Sergt. atatloned in New Guinea.) 


