
WeatKer Forecast 
Clear and cool tonight. Tomorrow fair 

and warmer. 

Temperatures today—Highest. 82, at 

1> 
1:30 p.m.: lowest, 60, at 5:55 a m. Yes- 
terday—Highest, 82, at 6:20 p.m.; 

lowest. 66. at 5 a.m. 

Late New York Markets, Page A-13. 
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French Advance 7 Miles in Italy, 
Causing Big Breach in Nazi Line; 
Americans Take Two More Towns 

Ausonia Seized; 
Berlin Admits 
New Setback 

Sy the Associated Press. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 
Naples, May 15—French troops 
have advanced as much as 7 
miles from the take-off point on 

the 5th Army right wing in the 
new Allied offensive and cap- 
tured the important town of 
Ausonia, creating a “significant 
breach” in the Germans’ Gustav 
Line in Southern Italy, Allied 
headquarters announced today. 

(The German high command 
today acknowledged a withdrawal 
of “several kilometers” south of 
Cassino on the 8th Army sector.) 
The Americans have driven the 

enemy out of Santa Maria Infante 
and San Pietro, north of the Lower 
Garigliano River and taken vital 
mountain positions on both sides of 
the Ausente River. 

The French have reached the hills 
dominating San Giorgio, equally as 
important as Ausonia. 

Press Attack on Spigno. 
The Americans are pressing an 

attack on Spigno, showing they 
have driven at least 4 miles north 
and west of Minturno. 

Ausonia is 6 Vi miles north of 
Minturno and San Giorgio is 7 miles 
southwest of Cassino and 1 mile 
south of the Liri River. 

Farther to the north the offen- 
sive also gained, with the British 
and Indians deepening their Ra- 
pido River bridgehead to at least 
2,000 yards and sending over great 
numbers of tanks to exploit this 
attack into the Liri Valley—a direct 
road to Rome. 

More than 2.000 prisoners already 
have streamed back into Allied 
cages and others were coming in 
constantly as the attacks pro- 
gressed. 

Hard Fighting Continues. 
Very heavy casualties have been 

inflicted along the whole front and 
hard fighting continues everywhere 
up and down the line of attack, an 
Allied communique said. 

The German 71st Division, which 
was entirely reconstituted after its 
original was wiped out at Stalin- 
grad. bore the brunt of the 5th 
Army attack and lost over 1.200 
men in prisoners alone, including 
six battalion commanders. 

The whole front-line defenses of 
this division have been overturned. 

French troops, who were the first 
to launch their attack Thursday 
night and who have been slugging 
through extremely difficult terrain, 
quickly exploited their initial suc- 
cess. 

Charging yesterday with infantry 
and tanks, they overran the towns 
of San Ambrogio, Villa Maio and 
Ausonia, by-passing strong enemy 
points which now are being mopped 
up. 

Ansonia-Fromia Road Cut. 
Simultaneously the Americans on 

the extreme left^of the attack line 
cut the Ausonia-Fromia road. 

After a bitter and bloody fight the 
Americans drove the Nazis out of 
Santa Maria Infante at noon yes- 
terday, pushed on to a road junc- 
tion northeast of the town and 
fanned out to capture San Pietro 
and the nearby hills, Monte Cerri 
and Monte Bracchi, on either side 
of the Ausente River. Then they 
continued the attack on Spigno. 

The French in the Upper Ga- 
rigliano area approached the Liri 
River in the vicinity of San Giorgio 
after occupying a number of domi- 
nating heights. Ausonia, in the 
valley connecting the Liri Valley 
with the sea. fell yesterday after- 
noon. 

In quick succession the French 
won 2.500-foot Monte Rinchiuso and 
1,900-foot Colie Agrifoglio and oc- 
cupied San Andrea and San Am- 
brogio and mopped up San Ap- 
polinare. 

Nazis Routed From Areas. 
* Subsequently the troops of Gen. 
Alphonse Juin routed the Germans 
from the 1,400-foot Colie Castellone, 
highest feature overlooking San 
Giorgio, and Colle Cantelupo, 
which overlooks the Liri Valley and 
flanks enemy positions in the valley. 

The defended town of Corena 
southeast of Ausonia was by-passed 
and surrounded and other heights 
beyond were seized. 

Southwest of Cassino the enemy 
put in strong counterattacks 
throughout yesterday with infantry 
supported by Nebelwerfers, artillery 
and a few tanks. From elements 
of the Nazi 1st Parachute Division 
in this sector the Allies captured 
4 officers and 117 men prior to 
yesterday. 

The only sector of the offensive 
front where the fighting died down 
was northwast of Cassino, where 
the Poles had attacked heavily on 
the two preceding days. 

Nazis Reinforce Defenses. 
It was reported officially that the 

enemy wras hastily reinforcing his 
defenses against the Poles and mov- 
ing up other reinforcements also 
for a prolonged battle along the 
entire front with an evident deter- 
mination to prevent any break- 
through on the Gustav Line which 
would permit the Allies to begin 
an early assault on the Hitler Line 
beyond. 

Knife-swinging Gurkhas cleaned 
out the last enemy resistance in the 
labarynthine cellars and fortified 
buildings of San Angelo in the Ra- 
pido bridgehead and tanks and in- 
fantry advanced slowely south of 
that town. Enemy pockets were 
mopped up also in the area of the 
Rapido and Liri Rivers. 

The enemy resisted a tank advance 
from the bridgehead with tanks and 

(See ITALY, Page A-T7 
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FRENCH BREACH GERMAN LINES—Arrow from French flag 
indicates capture of Ausonia, making what today’s Allied com- 

munique called a “significant breach” in the German defenses 
in Italy. Other arrows locate Allied drives in the new offensive, 
including the capture of Santa Maria Infante and San Pietro by 
American troops. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

U. S. Bombers Pound 
French Coastal Area; 
Nazis Raid Britain 

Yanks Meet No Enemy 
Fighters; Cologne 
Bombed by British 

LONDON, May 15.—American 
Filing Fortresses and Liberators 
attacked German invasion de- 
fenses in the Pas-de-Calais area 
of Northern France today in the 
31st consecutive day of the great 
aerial offensive, after a night in 
which German bombers sharply 
attacked the British coast. 

No American bomber was lost to- 
day, but one of the accompanying 
Mustangs was missing. It fell to 
antiaircraft fire since the United 
States communique said no German 
plane was sighted. 

A maximum of 250 Fortresses and 
Liberators under protection of 8th 
Air Force Mustangs pounded the mil- 
itary installations in France, follow- 
ing up a night attack on Cologne by 
British Mosquito bombers and a 
week end of activity which saw the 
historic Brenner Pass, main supply 
line for the Nazis in Italy, virtually 
sealed up. 

The Berlin radio asserted German 
raiders had made “fierce attacks” on 
the port of Bristol last night and 
declared “large quantities of high 
explosives and incendiaries” were 

dropped. A British announcement 
that at least 15 of the raiders were 
shot down indicated the Nazis may 
have struck with as many as 300 
planes. 

Some Damage Caused. 
The British said the raids had 

caused some damage and a small 
number oi casualties “over wide 
areas of South and Southwest Eng- 
land,” but noted that the weight of 
bombs dropped did not seem pro- 
portionate to the number of planes 
employed, suggesting the main ob- 
jective of the attack was to gain 

; information about possible concen- 
trations of invasion equipment 
along the coast. 

The RAF attack on Cologne was 
carried out in conjunction with 
raids on unspecified objectives in 
France and the Low Countries and 
minelaying. The operations were 
carried out without loss. 

American Marauders and lighter 
Havoc medium bombers attacked 
a railyard in Northern France and 
the Creil airfield 25 miles north 
of Parts. Lightnings and Spitfires 

! accompanied them. It was the 17th 
; sweep of the medium bombers this 
; month. 

In addition to the heavy bombers 
which participated in today’s day- 
light operations, waves of American 

j Marauder medium bombers also 
! w’ere observed heading for Northern 
France. 

A Central German radio blackout 
suggested the planes might be pene- 
trating into the heart of the Reich. 

90,000 Offensive Flights. 
The blow at the Brenner Pass, 

(See RAIDS, Page A-3.) 

Reds Join in Efforts 
To Have Sweden Bar 
Ball Bearings to Nazis 

Diplomatic Measures 
May Be Followed by 
Strong Economic Steps 

By the Associated Press. 
Russia is co-operating with 

the United States and Great 
Britain in diplomatic efforts, re- 
inforced by the possibility of 
strong economic measures, to 
have Sweden cut off ball bear- 
ing shipments to Germany, it 
was learned today. 

The Russian participation is con- 
sidered of great significance, both 
because of the influential position 
which geography gives Russia in 
respect to Sweden and because it 
indicates the extent to which 
United States, British and Russian 
diplomacy have been correlated in 
at least one particular In prepara- 
tion for the military strokes into 
Nazi-dominated Europe. 

This Country, it was learned, is 
prepared to use preclusive buying as 
a means of cutting down ball bear- 
ing shipments to Germany, if that 
proves feasible, and Government 
agencies in this country have ex- 
plored the ownership and connec- 
tions of SKF Industries at Phila- 
delphia (makers of Swedish ball 
bearings) with a view to possible 
economic action against that branch 
of the parent company if necessary 

Economic Steps Possible. 
Economic measures which might 

be applied could include: 
1. Stoppage of monetary move- 

ments between the American branch 
of the parent company by the 
Treasury’s foreign funds control sec- 
tion. 

2. Seizure of the plant by the 
Alien Property Custodian if it could 
be proved there was German own- 

ership in SKF. 
3. Blacklisting of the SKF firm in 

Sweden, which would bring down a 
whole series of Allied sanctions on 
that company, both before and after 
the war ends. 

Highly-placed officials declared 
themselves hopeful, however, that 

(See SWEDEN, Page A-3J 

Auto Crash Kills Seaman 
Just Back From England 
By the Associated Press. 

HADDONPIELD, N. J., May 15.— 
Walter Molenski, 22, a merchant 
seaman from Wellsburg, V^Va., was 

killed and four other sailors were 

injured when the car in which they 
were riding careened into a fire 
hydrant and overturned here yes- 
terday only a few hours after Mr. 
Molenski’s return from England. 

The injured were Herbert Are- 
seault, 25, of Haddonfield; William 
Dost, 22, of Blackwood, N. J.; Joseph 
Spong, 24, of Iceland, N. J., and 
Thomas Brennan, 22, of ^Delaware 
Township, N. J. 

Secretary Hull's $500 Panama 
Leads Parade of Straw Hats 

| With Secretary Hull heading the 
parade in a $500 Panama, the sum- 
mer hat season for men opened 
“officially'’ today tor a wave of 
Panamas and straw’ sailors. 

The manager of a local hat store 
said today he made up Mr. Hull’s 

:new topper from material imported 
jfrom Monte Cristi, Ecuador, home 
of the finest straw, and that it 
really was a knockout. Such a hat, 
it was explained, is made up of 
straws as perfectly matched as a 

string of fine pearls. 
Vice President Wallace will sport 

a “run-of-the-mesh weave’’ in his 
j Panama, and ditto for Secretary 
iWickard. Good hats, you under- 
stand. but nothing superduper like 
Mr. Hull's creation. 

The manager of another hat store 
said Senator Connally of Texas, 
a customer for two decades, had 
been in for his Panama—plain but 
comfortable. Senator Hatch of New’ 
Mexico and Senator Maloney of 
Connecticut were others this par- 

I 

ticular store helped get ready for 
the season. 

Weather was perfect for today’s 
opening and the forecaster said an- 
other warm day, without rain, is 
anticipated tomorrow. The ther- 
mometer was expected to reach the 
upper 80's again this afternoon: 

Sailors are scarce this year. The 
braid used in them was imported 
from China and Japan and supplies 
have been cut off. Plenty of 
Panamas are available, however, the 
material coming from South Amer- 
ica. Some used to come from Italy. 
Prices are advertised from $5 to 
$500. 

Hatters say they notice a trend 
away from tightly woven Panamas 
to the rough-braid, porous type this 
year. Sailors used to be the most 
popular because they could be 
thrown away after becoming soiled, 
but no more. Men are saving old 
hats, having them cleaned and try- 
ing to make them do another season. 
Cleaning, because of the manpower 
situation, takes about a month. 

Chinese Launch 
Big Offensive on 

100-Mile Front 
Western Yunnan Drive 
Seeks to Join With 
Allies in Burma 

(Map on Page A-2.) 

By the Associated Press. 

CHUNGKING, May 15.—The 
Chinese high command an- 
nounced today that large Chi- 
nese forces had launched an of- 
fensive in Western Yunnan 
Province on the night of May 
10, crossing the Salween River 
at many points on a front of 
over 100 miles in an effort to 
link up with Lt. Gen. Joseph W. 
Stilwell’s troops in Northern 
Burma. 

Casualties on both sides were 

heavy, it was announced. 

(Delayed front-line dispatches 
reported that 20,000 Chinese 
troops had crossed the Salween 
at more than a dozen places on 
a 130-mile front. 

(The dispatches said the Chi- 
nese achieved an extraordinary 
degree of surprise, meeting no 
initial opposition and later forc- 
ing the Japanese to deploy wide- 
ly across difficult terrain to meet 
the many thrusts.) 
Maj. Gen. Claire L. Chennault’s 

Sky Dragons heavily supported the 
new drive, two American com- 

muniques reported. Mitchells at- 
tacked a bridge and warehouse area 
at Wanpahsa on the Burma-Thai- 
land border today, causing numerous 
explosions and fires among fuel 
dumps and causing smoke to rise 
6,000 feet. Fighter-bombers flew 
numerous sorties against Japanese 
Installations. 

Bombers Blast Storage Areas. 
Other Mitchells blasted storage 

areas at Mangshih and Lungllng 
in Western Yunnan, while War- 
hawks strafed installations at Teng- 
chung and Tatang and attacked 
a bridge. 

Tire drive, in a sense the first big 
Chinese offensive of the entire Chi- 
nese-Japanese war, broke the long 
lull along China’s southwestern 
frontier and obviously was aimed at 
opening a connecting link with In- 
dia by way of the Ledo and Burma 
roads and breaking the blockade oi 
China. 

The Chinese in the new thrust 
were commanded by the victor ol 
many Chinese-Japanese battles 
Gen. Wei Li-huang. 

Success in Yunnan would do much 
to mitigate the bitterness felt as a 
result of defeats in Honan Province 
south of the Yellow River. 

Japs Break Into Loyang. 
There the Japanese had broker 

into Loyang at three points, but the 
Chinese were striking back to the 

; southeast and had broken the Jap- 
j anese hold on a section of the Peip- 
jing-Hankow railway by retaking 
! Sniping, 100 miles south of Cheng- 
■ hsien. 

| Field dispatches said Japanese 
troops, who broke into Loyang from 
the east, west and northwest, had 
been annihilated. The Chinese evi- 
dently were fighting hard to save 
the town from capture. 

Gen. Chennault’s flyers bombec 
installations north of Loyang anc 
artillery concentrations shelling the 
city from the south. 

The bombers also attacked a large 
(See CHINA, Page A-27i 

Col. Houston Leaves OPA 
To Resume Army Duties 

j Ey the Associated Press. 
Col. Bryan Houston, director of 

[ rationing for the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration, left that agency today 

j and returned to duty with the Army 
| Service Forces. 

OPA made no announcement, but 
| competent sources disclosed the 
| shift. During Col. Houston’s six- 
month regime, many food items 

j were made ration-free, bicycles were 
removed from rationing and tire ra- 

j tioning was liberalized. OPA evi- 
j dently was withholding an an- 
nouncement pending choice of a 
successor. 

Late Bulletins 
Bundists Granted Review 

The Supreme Court agreed 
today to review the convic- 
tion of Gerhard Wilhelm 
Kunze, former leader of the 
German-American Bund, and 
23 other officials of the or- 

ganization on charges of 

conspiring to advise evasion 
and resistance to the Selec- 
tive Service Act. Kunze and 
the other Bundists, including 
W'ilbur V. Keegan, former 
Bund general counsel, were 

convicted in New York and 
sentenced to five years in jail. 

Chaplin Appeal Rejected 
SAN FRANCISCO hP)._The 

State Supreme Court today 
upheld two lower courts 
which had refused to dis- 
miss a paternity suit brought 
against Charlie Chaplin in 
the name of the baby of Joan 
Berry, his former protege. 

Eicher Refuses Smythe 
Request to Dismiss 
Laughlin as Counsel 

Sedition Defendant Tells 
Court of Disagreement 
Over Procedure 

By CARTER BROOKE JONES. 
Chief Justice Edward C. Eicher 

refused in District Court today 
to allow Edward James Symthe, 
one of the 29 defendants at the 
sedition trial, to dismiss his at- 
torney, James J. Laughlin, and 
conduct his own defense. 

“The court considers the defend- 
ant Smythe not capable of exer- 
cising an intelligent waiver of his 
constitutional right to counsel,” 
Justice Eicher explained. “The 
court asks Mr. Laughlin to continue 
to represent him” 

Smythe, given five minutes to ex- 
plain, in the absence of prospective 
jurors, why he wanted to divest 
himself of counsel and take ovei 
his own case, said, among other 
things: \ 

“I consider you a political op- 
ponent and a servant of the New 
Deal.” 

Disagree Over Motions. 
Smythe paused, and the court 

awaited further remarks. “That’s 
all,” snapped the defendant, and 
sat down. 

Smythe, who has clashed fre- 
quently with the court because ol 
his oratorical bent, said he would 
try, in explaining his position, tc 
be as courteous as possible. He 
pointed out that his disagreement 
with Mr. Laughlin stemmed from 
certain motions he wanted to file 

“I do not believe,” Smvthe said 
“that I can be given a fair trial in 
this court because I was a witness 
in Judge Bailey’s court.” 

Smythe referred to the proceed- 
ing before Justice Jennings Bailey 
in which Mr. Laughlin was fined 
$150 for contempt of court for ac- 
tivities at the sedition trial. 

Smythe said that, outside of legal 
disagreements, he felt toward his 
attorney “like a brother" and con- 
sidered him “one of the finest legal 
minds in the District.” 

Still Friendly. 
Smythe said he had not wanted 

Justice Eicher to sit in this case. 
"I am a great believer in the Con- 

stitution,” he added. 
Mr. Laughlin told the court there 

were substantial differences be- 
! tween himself and his client or 

j matters of procedure, though they 
were still very friendly. 

Edmondson Asks Separate Trial. 
A sheaf of motions filed with Jus- 

tice Eicher during today’s sessior 
included an affidavit by Robert E 
Edmondson, a defendant, in sup- 
port of a demand for a separate 
trial. Edmondson charged in this 
document that the trial was “regi- 
mented and centralized under the 
dictate of an all-powerful prosecu- 
tion, whose totalitarian tactics re- 
semble those of the Berlin Gestapo 
and Moscow Ogpu.” 

Ira Chase Koehne, defense at- 
torney who drew a $50 fine for con- 

tempt of court for trying in open 
court last Thursday to challenge a 
fractional part including "the upper 
portions of the anatomy" of three 
jurors, filed a request for a review 
of the court’s judgment. Mr. Koehne 
denied he had been facetious and in- 
sisted that he was entirely serious 
and pointed out that, with 29 de- 
fendants and a total of 10 peremp- 
tory challenges, actually his four 
clients had only a fractional part ol 
any juror to challenge. 

The court took these and various 
other motions under consideration 
without comment, and the trial pro- 
ceeded in orderly fashion toward 
selection of a jury. It appeared pos- 
sible .at the midday recess that the 
jury might be completed by ad- 
journment tonight. 

Denies Nazi Political Ties. 
Edmondsons affidavit in supporl 

of a separate trial, was filed by his 
attorney, Ethelbert B. Frey, togethei 
with a motion to delay the trial until 
after the W'ar. Edmondson said he 

jwas not acquainted with 20 of the 
defendants. 

“Nor do I ijnow any of the alleged 
foreign co-conspirators," he added 

Edmondson, who lives at Grass 
Valley, Calif., said he had engaged in no propaganda since 1940. 

“I have never had any Nazi po- 
litical affiliation in the United States 
or Europe," he said. 

The Government used its first 
(See SEDITION, Page A-3.) 

Forrestal Gets 
Senate Group's 
Okay, Ovation 

By the Associated Press. 
The Senate Naval Affairs Com- 

mittee acted unanimously today in 
recommending Senate confirmation 
of James V. Forrestal’s nomination 
as Secretary of the Navy, and after- 
ward accorded the former under- 
secretary an oviation when he ap- 
peared before the committee in 
response to a special invitation. 

Applause greeted Mr. Porrestal’s 
appearance and the entire commit- 
tee rose in special tribute. 

The committee acted on his nomi- 
nation to succeed the late Prank 
Knox, a few minutes before his 
arrival, thus reversing tide usual 
procedure under which a nominee 
appears to answer any questions 

I before committee action. 

Roosevelt Expected 
To Clinch Nomination 
In Voting Tomorrow 

Final Seal of Approval 
Forecast in California 
And Jersey Primaries 

By the Associated Press. 

With Oklahoma Democrats 
leading off today in the expected 
selection of 22 convention dele- 
gates favoring a fourth term, 
voters in California and New 
Jersey primaries will put the 
final seal of approval tomorrow 
on a first-ballot renomination 
for President Roosevelt. 

To clinch matters even further, 
Delaware and Montana Democrats 
will name small delegations tomor- 
row which leaders predict will be 
for the President. The State Com- 
mittee has recommended that Del- 
aware’s votes be instructed for a 
fourth term and Montana leaders 
predict the same procedure for that 
State’s 10 votes. 

Washington added 18 to the 
Roosevelt column over the week 
end. By tomorrow its total is due 
to stand at 677 delegate votes 
pledged and claimed, as against 589 
needed to nominate. 

Warren Is Favorite Son. 
In the California primaries, a 52- 

vote slate favoring the renomina- 
tion of Mr. Roosevelt and Vice 
President Wallace will be chosen. 
Republicans will pick 50 delegates 
nominally pledged to Gov. Earl 
Warren, the GOP convention key- 
noter, as a favorite son. 

New Jersey Democrats will elect 
delegates to cast 34 votes, with a 
fourth-term slate selected by Mayor 

i See POLITICS, Page~A~4j 

War Plant President 
Chased by Foremen 
Still Defying WLB 

Demonstrators Routed 
After Strikers Gather 
Around Scout Car 

By the Associated Press. 

DETROIT, May 15.—The first 
disturbances incident to the 
strike of war plant foremen here 
were reported to police today as 
Alfred F. Jackson, president of 
the Aeronautical Products Co., 
told them he had been chased 
across the plant yard and a win- 
dow in his automobile had been 
broken by pickets. 

At the Murray Corp. of America 
main plant, police broke up a dem- 
onstration after a group of striking 
foremen surrounded a scout car 

into which two of their number had 
been taken for questioning. 

Approximately 3,300 striking fore- 
men, seeking recognition of their 

independent union, remained away 
from their jobs in 13 Detroit area 

war plants despite a War Labor 
Board directive c&ling on them to 
return to work this morning. 

30,000 Packard Workers Out. 

The three-week strike resulted in 
the closing last Friday of the Pack- 
ard Motor Car Co., producing Rolls- 

Royce aircraft engines and power 
plants for PT boats. More than 

30,000 Packard workers were sent 
home. 

National officers of the Foremans’ 
Association of America were called 
into session this forenoon to con- 

sider action on the WLB directive. 
Robert H. Keys, president of the 
FAA, said the WLB directive had 
been received too late to assemble 
the association’s Executive Board be- 
fore today. He did not predict what 
action the board might take, but 
earlier had said the foremen were 

ready to go back if assured they 
would be reinstated without dis- 
crimination. 

Other Companies Hit. 
In addition to Packard, the larger 

companies affected are the Briggs 
Manufacturing Co., Hudson Motor 
Car Co., Murray Corp. of America, 
Oar Wood Industries and Aeronau- 
tical Products, Inc. 

Meanwhile, production was re- 

sumed in the rolling mills unit 
of the Ford Motor Co. at River 
Rouge after a short strike by about 
1,200 employes had closed the op- 
erations. The workers, members of 
the United Automobile* Workers 
(CIO), reported they were protest- 

(See FOREMEN, Page A-2.) 

Court Splits, 5-4, in Reversing 
Unusual Mann Act Conviction 

The Supreme Court today reversed 
the conviction of a Nebraska man 
and his wife, sentenced to three 
years in the penitentiary on a Mann 
Act charge for caking two prosti- 
tutes in their employ on an auto- 
mobile vacation in which State lines 
were crossed. The court held the 
sole purpose of the journey was to 
provide innocent recreation * * * 

for the petitioners and the two 
girls.” 

The court split 5 to 4 on the case, 
with Justice Murphy reading the 
majority opinion and Chief Justice 
Stone and Justices Black, Reed and 
Douglas dissenting. 

"Our examination of the record 
in this case convinces us that there 
was a complete lack of relevant evi- 
dence from which the jury could 
properly find or infer, beyond a 
reasonable doubt, that the peti- 
tioners transported the girls in in- 
terstate commerce ‘for the purpose 
of prostitution or debauchery’ within 
the meaning of the Mann Act,” the 
court said. 

"It may be assumed that pe- 
titioners anticipated that the two 
girls would resume their activities as 
prostitutes upon their return to 
Grand Island (their home). But we 
do not think it is fair or permis- 
sible under the evidence adduced to 
infer that this Interstate vacation 
trip or any part of it was undertak- 
en by petitioners for the purpose of, 
or as a means of effecting or facili- 
tating such activities. The sole pur- 
pose of the Journey from beginning 

to end was to provide innocent 
recreation and a holiday for peti- 
tioners and the two girls'” 

The case involved the conviction 
of Hans Peter Mortensen and 
Lorraine Mortensen, operators of 
"Nifty Rooms," a hotel in Grand 
Island, where the prostitutes were 
employed. The trip was taken to 
Salt Lake City. The Government 
based the prosecution on the fact 
that the girls were returned to 
Grand Island where they resumed 
their occupation. 

Chief Justice Stone said in the 
dissent that Congress had "declared 
in unmistakable terms that any one 
transporting a woman across the 
State lines for the purpose of pros- 
titution was subject to the Mann 
Act. 

“The fact that petitioners, who 
are engaged in an established busi- 
ness of operating a house of prosti- 
tution in Nebraska, took some of 
its women inmates on a transient 
and innocent vacation trip to other j 
States, is in no way incompatible | 
with the conclusion that petition- 
ers (defendants) in bringing them 
back to Nebraska purported and in- 

tended that they should resume 
there the practice of commercial 
vice, which in fact they did promptly 
resume in petitioners’ establlsn- 
ment,” the majority said. 

The Mortensens were convicted in 

United States District Court and 

when the conviction was upheld in 
the Eighth Federal Circuit tb<y ap- 
pealed. 

Senate Rejects 
Poll-TaxCloture; 
Bill Is Shelved 

Backers Muster Only 
36 Votes; Veterans 
Measure Taken Up 

By J. A. O’LEARY. 
The Senate this afternoon 

pigeon-holed the controversial 
poll tax repeal bill, probably for 
the rest of this’ year, by a vote 
of 41-35, soon after supporters 
of the measure failed in their 
effort to invoke the cloture rule 
to limit debate. 

The cloture petition was repected, 
44 to 36. The motion failed to muster 
even a majority, when a two-third 
vote was required to adopt it. 

The final vote displacing the poll 
tax issue as the pending business 
came an hour later on a motion by 
Senator Clark, Democrat, of Mis- 
souri to take up a House bill provid- 
ing artificial limbs for wounded vet- 
erans. While this motion was not a 

direct test for and against the poll 
tax, it had the effect of shelving 
the question for the time being. 

Both parties split on the cloture 
question. Of the 36 voting for 
cloture, 18 were Republicans, 17 
Democrats and 1 Progressive. Of 
the 44 who voted against, 31 were 
Democrats and 13 Republicans. 

Decision Was Delayed. 
Senator Clark immediately moved 

to take up the bill to provide arti- 
ficial limbs for wounded veterans. 
A decision was delayed by further 
debate, in which Senator Pepper, 
Democrat, of Florida, tried to get 
a more direct test of sentiment 
on the poll-tax issue, such as would 
be presented by a move to lay it on 
the table. 

oenaior uiars, wno naa votea lor 
cloture, explained that he was prob- 
ably the only man in the Senate 
who, while voting to limit debate, 
would vote against the poll tax re- 
peal on its merits, believing the bill 
is unconstitutional. He said he was 

willing to support the cloture move 
because he thought it “would be 
disgraceful” to have the Senate 
tied up by a filibuster while Amer- 
ican boys are preparing for the in- 
vasion. 

Senator Reed, Republican, of 
Kansas broke in to say he was in 
the same position as Senator Clark. 

Majority Leader Barkley said after 
the vote that he told Sectors on 
both sides of the question at the 
outset that if cloture could not be 
adopted the bill could never be 
brought to a vote, no matter how 
long it was kept before the Senate. 
He also predicted that another effort 
to get cloture a week or more from 
now would not be any more suc- 
cessful. 

Urges Senate to Continue. 
Chairman McCarran of the 

Judiciary Committee, which reported 
the poll tax repealer, urged the Sen- 
ate to continue consideration of the 
measure. Senator McCarran voted 
against limiting debate, but said he 
wanted the bill kept before the Sen- 
ate until it is disposed of on its 
merits. 

Senator Mead, Democrat, of New 
York backed Senator McCarran’s 
appeal to keep the poll tax before 
the Senate. 

Referring to talk of a summer re- 
cess, Senator Mead said he was 
willing to “stay here all summer,” 
and meet five or sijt days a week 
to get a vote. 

In his first Senate appearance 
since winning renomination in the 
hard-fought Florida primary. Sena- 
tor Pepper leveled his oratorical guns 
at Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, declaring 
the New York Governor’s statement 
in support of the bill was “too little 
and too late.” 

Hits Dewey’s Tardiness. 
Senator Pepper charged that Gov. 

Dewey threw his weight behind re- 
peal of the poll tax, a question which 
would not change the outcome of 
the November election, but that re- 
cently he was against the Federal 
ballot plan for servicemen. 

“He comes to the side of this ques- 
tion, as to the issue of international 
collaboration, with too little and too 
late,” Senator Pepper said of Gov. 
Dewey. 

As the last hour of debate on the 
cloture rule began, Senator Van- 
denberg, Republican, of Michigan 
read a telegram from the veteran 
Senator Johnson, Republican, of 
California announcing that he 
wanted to be paired in favor of 
cloture. Senator Johnson, whose 
health has kept him from the Sen- 
ate in recent weeks, told Senator 
Vandenberg that, although violent- 
ly opposed to cloture, he would vote 
for it under the circumstances. 

Connally Questions Vandenberg. 
Senator Connally, a leader of the 

opposition, inquired if the Johnson 

message was in answer to a query 
from the Senator from Michigan. 
Senator Vandenberg replied em- 

phatically that it was not. 
Closing the argument for the op- 

ponents of the bill. Senator Connal- 

ly called the Ser* te “the last great 
forum of free government” and add- 
ed, “I hope the Senate will not vote 
for a rule to commit suicide.” The 
Texan said several Senators whom 
he would not name had told him 

privately they are against the poll 
tax repeal bill because they believe 
it is unconstitutional, but intend to 
vote for cloture. 

Senator Pepper referred to the 
recent primaries in his own State 
and in Alabama to suport his con- 
tention that the poll tax keeps down 
the number of voters. In Alabama, 
where there is a poll tax, he said 
227.548 voted. In Florida, where the 
poll tax has been repealed in recent 
years, 390.000 voted in the primary, 
although the population is less than 
Alabama's, he said. 

Rule Adopted in 1917. 
The cloture rule, adopted in 1917 

just before this country entered the 
World War, has been invoked suc- 
cessfully only four times. On at 
least 10 other occasions motions to 
ipply it have been rejected. It it 
iifficult to muster two-thirds for 
cloture, because many Senators, 
>ven when they favor a pending 
Jill, hesitate to shut off debate 

(See POLL TAX7~Page A-U 


