
Only 60 Nazi Division! 
Now Holding Balkans, 
Reports Indicate 
By the Associated Ptess. 

BARI, Italy, Aug. 1#.—A German 
force of fewer than 60 divisions, most 
of them far under strength, is hold- 
ing the Balkans, including the front 
facing Russia, an examination of 
the most recent reports reaching this 
listening post indicated today. 

The Germans have strung out 
two-thirds of this number across 
600 miles between the Black Sea and 
Krakow in Poland, dispersed about 
a dozen divisions below the Danube 
and concentrated the remainder in 
Central and Northwestern Yugosla- 
via. 

These troops constitute the mini- 
mum with which Germany can hope 
to retain the Balkans, it is believed 
here, and withdrawals to help meet 
the new Allied invasion are unlikely. 

Transport is Critical. 
The enemy’s transportation situa- 

tion has become critical, principally 
because of Allied bombing of the oil 
installations at Ploesti. 

The German air force, bolstered by 
Romanian. Hungarian and Bulgarian 
units, probably is able to muster 800 
to 1.000 fighter planes in the Bal- 
kans. They are based principally 
In Eastern Austria, Hungary, Ro- 
mania and Eastern Yugoslavia for 
defense of refineries, freight yards 
and war factories. 

Most of the German divisions in 
the south have been saturated with 
satellite troops—Poles, Czechs, Slo- 
vaks. Serbs and Armenians—a prob- 
able indication the Reich means to 
jettison them whenever it becomes 
necessary. Marshal Gen. Maxi- 
milian von Weichs. who directs all 
operations in Yugoslavia, Albania 
and Greece, is believed to have no 
more than five or six all-German 
divisions left in his command. 

Hungarians Hold Carpathians. 
The burden of holding the Car- 

pathians against Soviet forces be- 
low Krakow, 200 miles from Vienna 
and 180 miles from Budapest, has 
been placed on the Hungarian Army. 
It is believed to have 12 of its 17 
or so divisions in the line. Only 
three German divisions, one of them 
a cavalry outfit of 10.000 to 12,000 
men. are known to be in this region. 

Romania, which already is esti- 
mated to have lost 1,500.000 men in 
Russia, is believed to have 11 of its 
30 understrength divisions on the 
Soviet front. Others are massed in 
the rear to defend the narrow gap 
between Galatz and Transylvania— 
also the gateway to Bucharest and 
the Ploesti oil fields. 

In the southeast, Bulgaria was re- 

ported to have rid herself of all but 
one German division prior to Pre- 
mier Ivan Bagrianov's pledge to the 
National Assembly Thursday that he 
would seek to take the country out 
of war. Although there have been 
notable mass desertions to Marshal 
Tito in Serbia. Bulgaria's full army 
of 25 divisions is believed the best 
among the Balkan satellite nations. 

Yugoslavia Is Headache. 
Germany's greatest headache is 

Yugoslavia, held currently by about 
a dozen divisions and five sizable 
Quisling or collaborationist groups, 
all under constant attack by Tito's 
Partisans. 

Only one German division, the 
297th. remains in Albania, where 
the National Liberation front noW 
boasts an army of 40.000. Scattered 
up and down the country are small 
units entrusted principally with gar- 
risoning the most important cities 
and the coastline. 

Of the four better quality di- 
visions reported in Greece, Crete 
and the Aegean Islands. German sol- 
diers form only the core. The most 
exposed units of Von Weich's army- 
group. they are dependent on a 
railroad running northward through 
the Tito-dominated Vardar Valley. 
Because of mounting supply diffi- 
culties some groups on the islands 
of Chios. Samos and Mytilene have 
been evacuated. 

France 
'Continued Prom First Page.) 

fleets Friday sank hundreds of 
barges and two river steamers try- 
ing to cross it. 

While the Germans were fighting 
back hard along the coast, their 
hitherto orderly retreat farther in- 
land began taking on the earmarks 
of a rout, with many soldiers afoot 
as a result of Allied bombings. 

Gen. Eisenhower's commanders 
were not letting the luster of Paris 
blind them to their real task, the 
crushing of this army, after which 
the capital—and all France—may 
well fall of its own weight. 

A British staff officer, noting that 
elements of 18 enemy divisions had 
been captured, expressed the opin- 
ion that the Germans now could 
never hold the charging Allied ar- 
mies at the Seine. 

RAF pilots reported the fires and 
explosions in Paris which, coupled 
with the fact that the Paris radio 
has been silent for two days, indi- 
cated the Germans were wrecking 
military installations before quit- 
mg the city. 

'The Germans admitted their 
Embassy personnal had been 
evacuated.) 

Violent Explosions. 
The thunder of violent explosions, 

which awakened British villagers 
along the channel coast opposite 
Dieppe and Le Havre indicated 
demolitions might have begun there 

Along the coast the Canadians 
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WHERE ALLIES OUTFLANK TOULON — Arrows locate Allied 
advances in Southern France, including a thrust westward 
capturing St. Maximin and outflanking Toulon. Other .Allied 
troops advanced to Grasse apd La Bastide. Heavy line is 
approximate battlefront. _A. P. Wirephoto. 

German Hill Positions Seized 
By Frenchmen in Darina Coup 

By JOHN CHABOT SMITH, 
New York Herald Tribune Correspondent. 
Representin* the Combined American Pres*. 

WITH THE 7th ARMY IN 
SOUTHERN FRANCE, Aug. 19 — 

Allied troops tonight stand on the 
crossroads outside Hyeres, last town 
before Toulon on the coastal road, 
as a result of a brilliant coup by 60 
French Commandos who seized 
dominating German artillery posi- 
tions on a nearby hill yesterday. 

The Commandos, under Capt. Du 
Cournau, a veteran of the 1940 
campaign, who escaped through 
Spain, circled 15 miles through the 
mountains and came on a German 
concrete blockhouse, which was 
mostly underground. 

The French thought they had 
only one gun position to deal with. 

Talcing the Germans by surprise, 
they dropped grenades down the 
ventilators, and then discovered, to 
their own surprise, that they had to 
deal with 160 Germans and four 150- 
mlllimeter naval cannon with only 
grenades and automatic rifles. 

An hoar and a half later 30 of 
the Frenchmen were dead or wound- 
ed; 60 of the Germans were dead 
and 100 were prisoners. 

The remaining 30 Commandos, 
encircled by counterattacking Ger- 
mans. sent one man out to get 
reinforcements. 

He stumbled onto five Germans 
in the woods, took them all pris- 
oner. and completed his mission. 
American tanks and Infantry were 
sent racing to relieve the Com- 
mandos. 

fought into the outskirts of Cabourg 
and Dives, 17 miles across the Seine 
Estuary from Le Havre, and brought 
the small port of Houlgate under 
artillery fire. 

Four miles south of Dives they 
were hammering away near Doeule 
against stubborn rearguards. 

British on the south crowd the 
Vie River near Notre Dame- 

i DEstrees, 12 miles from the sea, and 

J 5 miles south of this crossing seized 
! the village of St. Julien-Le Faucon. 

At one unspecified point the Allies 
| were only 6 miles from Lisieux. 
which is 42 miles from Rouen. Van- 
guards advancing 8 miles due south 

| of Lisieux captured St. Marguerite- 
des-Loges. 

News Blackout in Some Areas. 
Supreme headquarters announced 

that for the time being there would 
be a news blackout in some sectors. 
because the enemy was ao confvsed 
he had no idea where the Allies 
were. 

This confusion was illustrated 
when Canadians captured a com- 
mander of a division heading up a 
highway to Trun. He was not aware 
that Trun had fallen and yet it is 
a pivotal point between the Fafaise- 
Argentan pocket and the retreat to 
the northeast. 

Last resistance on the northern 
coast of Brittany was crushed. Su- 
preme Headquarters said, with the 
liquidation of German pockets at 
Lannion. 54 miles east of Brest, and 
Paimpol. 19 miles farther east. 

Maquis 
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Lyons of the Vichy network, 
confined itself to brief rebroadcasts 
of German war reports of the pre- 
vious day. Some German propa- 
ganda programs were heard on the 
Paris wavelength. 

Annecy Reported Liberated. 
Radio France from Algiers broad- 

cast that the Germans apparently 
intended to abandon all South- 
western France. 

The Swiss radio said the French 
had liberated Annecy, capital of the 

Savoie Department, but reports 
reaching here from the French- 

I Swiss border said the German gar- 
rison still was fighting and that 
Nazi planes had raided French 
forces in the department in an effort 
to aid the marooned garrison. 

In a dispatch from Grenoble the 
Geneva Tribune said Partisans im- 
mobilized after a sharp fight 10 con- 

voys of 30 trucks ^ach headed for 
the Southern Mediterranean bat- 

jtlefront. 
I Fifteen thousand Maquis in the 
jlsere Department were reported 
preparing to attack the garrison of 

15,000 Germans at Grenoble. 
-_ 

Riviera 
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force on the island of Port-Crew 
JJttll was holding out, but AJlied 
headquarters disclosed that island 
and neighboring isle De Levant 
were cleaned up by a mixed Amer- 
ican-Canadian outfit the night be- 
fore Tuesday's invasion. 

Some Germans remained on the 
nearby islands of Salnte Marguer- 
ite and Saint Honorat, south of 
Cannes, and were firing periodically 
at the mainland with heavy calibre 
guns. 

Allied air forces continued to give 
active support to the invasion both 
from land bases and from nine 

auxiliary aircraft carriers. 

Voice Recording 
Service 
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In Guam Caves With 
Dynamite Charges 

The following dispatch has 
been received from Tech. Sergt. 
Jeremiah A. O'Leary, 1222 Quincy 
street N.K., a member of The 
Stgr’s editorial staff, now on mili- 
tary leave with the marines. 

GUAM (Delayed).—The Japanese 
defenders of Guam have honey- 
combed the rocky face of the Island 
with hundreds of caves and each 
cave took its toll of Americans. 

This underground defense system 
is neither of recent origin nor was 
it haphazardly laid out. The caves, 
cut out of solid granite and coral 
rock, are strategically lqcated to 
cover other excavations. Guam is 
laced with many ravines and every 
ravine has its quota of caves. 

When we advanced into Jap terri- 
tory, the enemy soldiers scuttled 
back into their caves. Sometimes 
we blasted them with flame-throw- 
ers, but some of the caves were too 
deep and tortuous to be cleaned out 
with flame. We could not pass 
these caves; the Japanese came out 
at nightfall and roamed about our 
lines trying to kill and destroy be- 
fore they themselves were killed. 

Cave* Blasted Shut. 
The marines, however, worked out 

an effective antidote for the hope- 
less Jap defense. Whenever a clus- 
ter of caves was located, the infan- 
try commander placed a machine 
gun on guard at the entrance and 
phoned back for demolition men. 
Armed with bangalore torpedoes 
and stick dynamite, the demolition 
specialists blew up the mouths of 
the caves, sentencing the Japs to 
death. 

In some caves, hewn out of solid 
rock where blasting was Impractical, 
other tactics had to be devised. De- 
molitions officers solved this prob- 
lem ingeniously in one case. A tre- 
mendous tunnel, similar to a mine 
entrance, with butteressed sides and 
top, was found by advancing infan- 
trymen on the side of a hill. On the 
other side of the hill was another 
entrance. Officers had reason to 
believe that the two caves were con-: 
nected and that there were still 
Japanese inside. The cave entrances 
were effectively blocked by scores 
of sandbags and wooden casks full 
of earth. Bulldozers completed the 
Job. 

There was no question of starving 
the Jap out. He had enough food,; 
ammunition and other supplies in 
his caves to last out a year of siege. 
Nor was there any question of his! 
surrendering. The marines tried to i 
take prisoners time and time 
again but the Japanese still prefers 
suicide to capture. 

Stored Food Plentiful. 
The caves were cornucopias of 

food and material Marines found 
tremendous quantities of stores in! 
some of the larger excavations: i 
cases of saki. barrels of dried fish.! 
automobile tires, thousands of 
rounds of ammunition, boxes of gre- 
nade*. cases of tinned food, optical 
instruments, stacks of clothing, and I 
even such civilized articles as mat- 
tresses and easy chairs. 

8trangely, the enemy seems to 
have made no attempt to destroy 
these underground storehouses as he 
retreated to the north. He couldn’t‘ 
evacuate these supplies since our air 
forces shoot up everything that 
move* on Guam’s primitive road 
system. i 
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UNKNOWN, FAR FROM HOME—A headboard bearing the word 
“Unknown” Instead of name and rank marks the grave of a 
marine burled In the 2d Marine Division cemetery on Saipan 
Island. Only a few of the marines buried there are unidentified. 

—A. P. Wirephoto. 

Immigration Agents Hold 
Icaza, Dorsey Case Figure 
By the Associated Press. 

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 19.—An- 
tonio Icaza, 32-year-old actor from 
Panama who recently filed a per- 
sonal injury suit for $40,000 dam- 
ages against Bandleader Tommy 
Dorsey, was arrested by immigration 
authorities today on a charge of 
entering the United States illegally. 

Icaza asserted in his suit that he 
was hurt in a fracas at Dorsey's 
apartment August 5 in which Actor 
Jon Hall also claimed he was in- 
jured. 

United States Attorney Charles H. 
Carr said Icaza was held without 
bond pending an investigation of the 
case by his office. Icaza arrived at 
the port here last July 1 as a sea- 
man aboard a ship, immigration au- 
thorities said. 

Nelson 
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makes it of utmost importance that 
weapons be produced on time. Pro- 
duction programs discussed included 
heavy guns, heavy ammunition, 
heavy trucks, tires for trucks, foun- 
dries and forge shops making parts 
for trucks and farm machinery. 

"I went over the programs in con- 
siderable detail and made it clear 
what we needed," Mr. Wilson said. 
“I assured him that most of the 
programs are coming along all right 
and that we would put all the heat 
possible on those,, that Still need it.” 

Several times in the pasTyear, Mr. 

Wilson has visited the White House 
to tender his resignation, only to be 
persuaded by the President to stay 
on the job. When he left the Presi- 
dent yesterday, a reporter asked him 
if the visit meant he was "return- 
ing to General Electric.” a company 
Mr. Wilson has headed. 

"Does this look like it,” the WPB 
official laughingly replied. 
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Allied Patrols Test 
Nazis' Gothic Line, 
Foresee Strong Stand 
By the AnttitM Pim. 

, FLORENCE, Aug. 10.—Allied pa- 
trols feeling out the Germans found 
them sitting In their Gothic Line 
today, apparently determined to 
fight it out despite French and 
American landings in Southern 
France which threaten to seal off 
one of their best escape routes. 

There was no perceptible loosen- 
ing of the enemy lines anywhere 
from Pisa on through Florence and 
eastward to the Adriatic shore. 

Allied patrols, splashing through 
rain which prevented more impor- 
tant operations, probed deep into 
enemy positions in the upper Amo 
River valley and in the Adriatic 
sector. 

Enemy Patrols Repulsed. 
Sporadic gusts of artillery fire 

swept the front and the enemy sent 
out his own patrols to try to learn 
what fresh adventures the Allies 
were Contemplating. These patrols 
were repulsed 

The last snipers were cleared from 
the central part of Florence, bdt 
elsewhere there was little activity. 

Marshal Albert Kesselring is be- 
lieved manning his mountainous 
Northern Italian positions with 12 
divisions, about half his original 
strength. 

The new Allied drive along the 
French Riviera, as well as the 
American push toward Paris, will 
make the problem of supply of these 
divisions more difficult, for, of 

t 

course, the route of retreat also is 
a route of reinforcement. 

Florence Streets Cleared. 
The Germans have pulled out at 

the northern streets of Florence, 
where they stationed themselves for 
days with tanks and machine guns 
and fired down the streets, but this 
move apparently was dictated by an 

inability to supply food for hungry 
Florentines. 

The enemy still has strong posi- 
tions on high ground south of the 
Amo River east of Florence. 

An exasperating situation pre- 
vails in Florence, which now is 
almost entirely under Allied con- 
trol. The Germans are able to fire 
on almost any section of the city. 

Last night from their hill posi- 
tions the Germans dropped about 
20 shells into the center of the city. 
There were no military casualties 
but there were some civilian losses 
and damage to buildings. 
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