
Oil Fields at Ploesti 
And Bremen's Docks 
Pounded by Allies 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Aug. 19. — Mediter- 
ranean-based American heavy bomb- 
era today struck at Hitler’s dwindl- 
ing oil resources at Ploesti, Romania, for the third straight day and en- 
countered no enemy aircraft. 

The attack followed an overnight 
blow by 1,000 RAP heavies on the 
port of Bremen and raids on oil and 
rail installations in Germany, France and Belgium. 

Photographs showed the more 
than 150,000 incendiaries showered 
on Bremen started fires which ex- 
tended 2 miles along the river from 
the docks to the commercial center. 

Mosquitos unloaded two-ton 
bombs on Berlin for the fourth 
time in five nights, and 9th Air 
Force headquarters reported four 
buildings comprising a big German 
headquarters hidden in the forest 
south of Orleans were flattened in a 
surprise lighter-bomber raid Thurs- 
day. 

Among other RAP targets last 
night were the Sterkrade-Holten 
synthetic oil plant, knocked out 
once but rebuilt, oil storage depots 
at Rieme, Belgium, and the rail 
center of Connantre, 70 miles east 
of Paris. 

Reds Claim Destruction 
Of 60,000 Nazi Planes 
E.v the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Aug. 19.—On the eve 
of Soviet Aviation Day celebrations, 
the Russian press said today that 
that Red Airmen had destroyed in 
the air or on the ground 60,000 Ger- 
man planes in three years of war, 
while airplane production in the 
U. S. S. R. had increased 300 per 
cent. 

Premier Stalin in an order of the 
day directed Moscow's victory can- 
non to fire 20 salvos from 224 guns 
tomorrow night. 

The Soviet press said the Ilyushin- 
2. known variously as a "Flying 
Tank," or Stormovik, was the bes” 
low-level assault bomber in the 
world, and the Yakovlev fighter was 
described as the lightest fighter in 
action on any major front. 

Many Wounded Accept 
Limited Army Service 

Twenty-three per cent of war 
wounded discharged from Army hos- 
pitals with serious physical limita- 
tions elected to remain in military 
service rather than take a dis- 
charge. War Department figures 
compiled between June 25 and July 
25 show. 

The survey also revealed 96 per 
cent of men wounded in action have 
recovered and two-thirds of them 
have returned to duty as a result 
of use of modern mobile surgery and 
reconditioning treatment. 
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and fired with the same gunsights 
pilots use for strafing. 

19 Tanks Destroyed. 
As an example of their potency, 

Col. Anthony Grossetta, Tucson, 
Am., commander of one group, said 
at the 9th Air Force base in France 
that his men knocked out 19 Ger- 
man tanks with 45 rockets in one 
day. They are most suitable for 
attacks on armored columns mov- 
ing along the highways but also 
have been used successfully against 
air fields. 

Lt. Rodney Ellis, Due West, S. C.. 
who shot up five enemy trucks at 
the same time, said, "They were all 
lined up bumper to bumper." • I bounced one into the last truck 
and all five exploded.” he added. 

The number of rockets carried by 
each plane still is a military secret. 

All pilots of the rocket Thunder- 
bolts were specially trained for the 
job in the United States and Eng- 
land before coming to France. 

Lt. Arden A. Hitch. Maple Grove, 
Ohio, said "one of the big advan- 
tages of the rocket planes is that 
they still are able to carry a full 
load of ammunition.” 

Russia 
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tempts to break through to their 
rescue, the bulletin said. 

Tire captured villages included 
Komorna, 7 miles northwest of 
Sandomierz; Penchiny, 8 miles 
northwest, and Galkowice, 5 miles 
north of Sandomierz, which was 
raptured Friday after a three-day 
street battle in which thousands of 
Germans were killed. 

The intensity of the struggle on 
'he Polish plains and along the 
Fast Prussian border approaches 
was evident in Moscow's announce- 
ment that the Germans lost 203 
more tanks and 48 planes in Fri- 
day's fighting. This made a total 
of 1.084 tanks and 383 planes lost 
by the Nazis in a week, Moscow said. 

On the Estonian and Latvian 
fronts two other Russian armies 
raptured 80 localities in their 
simultaneous drives on Riga, Lat- 
vian capital, and Gen. Ivan Mas- 
lennikov s Estonian forces also were 
on the verge of snapping the Tal- 
linn-Riga railway at the midland 
city of Tartu, 100 miles southeast 
of Tallinn, Estonian capital. 

In Latvia the town of Aluksne on 
a lake of the same name was taken I 
by Maslennikov's lower wing spill- j ing across the Estonian frontier.1 
Farther south Gen. Andrei Yere- 
menko's 2d Baltic Army seized 
Bindeny, 9 miles west of Madona 
and 70 miles from Riga. Jaunkal- 
snava, the same distance from 
Riga and 10 miles below Bindeny, I 
was captured. 

HERE’S THE “MAD COLONEL”—Col. Andreas von Aulock, German commander who was tabbed 
“the mad colonel” when he refused for 11 days to surrender his far-outnumbered garrison at 
St. Malo, is being driven away in a jeep after Allied capture of the t»stion. In the back seat 
are other high-ranking German officers.—British Air Ministry Photo via Signal Corps Radio. 

American troops wave “Old Glory” atop the citadel in St. Malo after Its fall. 
__ 

—Signal Corps Radiophoto. 

Nazi Jet Plane's Great Speed 
Prevents Adequate View of It 

! «y the Associated Press. 

A UNITED STATES FIGHTER 
BASE IN BRITAIN, Aug. 18 (De- 

cayed by Censorship!.—The German 
rocket-propelled fighter plane now 
in use as an interceptor against 
American bombers over the Reich 
moves so last that even the men 
who have engaged it victoriously in 
close combat can give only sketchy 
descriptions of It. 

Censorship permits the disclosure 
that they believe it completes ver- 
tical dives that are the fastest con- 
trolled flight ever made by man. 

(Last September 29 Lt. Robert 
H. Knapp. Norwich, N. Y., re- 

ported that in a fight over Em- 
den. Germany, he had pulled out 
of a dive in a P-47 Thunderbolt 
at 840 miles an hour, a speed so 

great that the paint curled on 
his elevators and his controls 
locked. On August 4 last year 
Lt. Coli Cass S. Hough. Plymouth, 
Mich., deliberately dived a P-38 
Lightning at a speed officially 
announced as “more than 780 
miles an hour.” 

Called ‘Flying Wing.’ 
The German plane, known offi- 

cially as the ME-163, Is called the 
“Flying Wing” and the “Jetty” by the 
American flyers. The Americans and 
British have developed jet-propelled 
planes but so far have not an- 
nounced their use. 

The German craft, two of which 
were shot down and a third dam- 
aged by American fighters over 

Germany Thursday, swished past 
heavy bombers so fast the crewmen 
did not realize what they were, but 
the fighter pilots said they were 
able to identify the enemy at 12 
miles away by the spectacular dense 
white smoke or condensation trail 
stretching out a half-mile behind 
each craft. 

Lt. Col. John Murphy, Tulsa. 
Okla., Mustang squadron commander 
who shot down one of the new planes 
Thursday near Leipzig, said. “They 
are ugly things, they look like bats 
flying around.” 

Lt. Cyril W. Jones, jr„ Athens, 
Tenn., who shot down another, and 
Lt. Jimmy C. Shoffit, Fort Worth. 
Tex., who damaged one. agreed with 
Col. Murphy that the German 
planes were powered only by rocket 
propellants, having no supplemen- 
tary engines or propellers. 

Fuselage Is Stubby. 
The stubby fuselage, only two- 

thirds as long as the broad,'taper- 
ing wings, has room for one man 
under a transparent canopy. The 
short tail is thicker than that of 
the American P-47 and the wings have a swept-back appearance. 
There is a tail fin, but no tail plane. 
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1 The ME-163 is dark and dull look- 
ing, apparently not waxed for great- 
er speed, and from the puffy trails 
emitted when it is given short 
bursts of speed the flyers concluded 
that it operates when power is not 
needed. 

Col. Murphy said one jet plane 
beat him to a Flying Fortress. 

"It got there in one easy sweep— 
while I was grinding out all the 
speed I could,” he said. 

Good Guessing Aids Yanks. 
Despite their amazing speed, the 

German planes were nailed by the 
slower Mustangs because the Amer- 
ican pilots guessed where the enemy 
was going and got in position first. 

Col. Murphy caught one at 23.000 
feet, outturned it, followed it down 
10,000 feet and blew it up at a range 
so close he said he could smell the 
chemical fumes it was emitting. 

Lt. Jones, Col. Murphy’s wingman, 
went into a 600-mile-an-hour dive 
to catch his foe. He blacked out and 
recovered after falling 9,000 feet and 
getting into the German's ‘'wash." 

Lt. Shoffit. who met a rocket-plane 
headon, said it fired a rocket at him 
but missed. He overshot in trying 
to get on the tail of the enemy, who 
was gliding, and by the time he 
could turn, the German had put on 
the power and outran him. 

Capt. Arthur F. Jeffrey, San Fran- 
cisco, who three weeks ago shot 
down the only other ME-16S known 
to have been destroyed, said he got 
it at extreme range and could not 
tell much about it. 

All the flyers agreed that the 
plane was apparently of short range, 
useful primarily for defense over 
Germany. Some thought its great 
weakness was lack of maneuverabil- 
itjvbut, Lt. Jones said, ’’they struck 
me as being awfully maneuverable, 
the wfay an apparently expert pilot 
slipped one on its back and pulled 
it through a split-S.” 

Swedish People Prepare 
To Mark Allied Victory 
Ey the Associated Picss. 

NEW YORK, Aug. 19. — The 
people of Sweden, preparing to cele- 
brate the victory of the Allies, have 
flooded the "largest fireworks manu- 
facturing company’’ in Stockholm 
with orders for portraits of Prime 
Minister Churchill, Premier Stalin 
and President Roosevelt, the British 
radio said today. 

The broadcast, reported by United 
States Government monitors, quoted the Stockholm Tidningen. 

This Chalk Won's Squeak 
NEW YORK. UP).—A glass surface 

for blackboards on which a spe- 
cially designed dustless chalk will 
be noiseless is one of the new types 
of boards being considered in a re- 

conditioning program for schools 
here. 
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AMERICANS DRIVE TO SEINE RIVER — American columns 
yesterday reached the Seine River in the Mantes area, north- 
west of Paris. The Falaise-Argentan pocket was sealed oft 
entirely by Allied forces. Arrows show Allied drives, and black 
line indicates approximate penetration. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

Mrs. E. Cortland! Parker 
Granted Reno Divorce 

Mrs. Charlotte Riggs Parker was 

granted a divorce from Maj. E. Cort- 
landt Parker, USMC, in Reno yes- 
terday, according to word received 
here. Both were prominent in so- 
ciety here. 

Mrs. Parker was married to Maj. 
Parker in Baltimore in October, 

1928. They are the parents of three 
children, and the decree provided 
for custody of the children and a 

property settlement. 
Maj. Parker is the son of the late 

Chauncey G. Parker, former general 
counsel of the Shipping Board and a 
brother of Col. Chauncey G. Parker, 
jr., assistant deputy director of Se- 
lective Service. 
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Sf. Halo's 'Colonel' 
« 

Taken to Prison Camp 
Br the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK, Aug. 19.—A picture 
from St. Malo. Prance, was distrib- 
uted over the Associated Press wire- 
photo network today showing Col. 
Andreas von Aulock and other rank- 
ing German officers being taken in 
a Jeep to confinement. 

The St. Malo citadel surrendered 
to American forces yesterday in the 
midst of an air attack. But until 
the picture arrived confirming Von 
Aulock’s actual capture, his where- 
abouts after surrendering were not 
certain. The German news agency 
DNB earlier today declared he had 
withdrawn to Cezcembre Island off 
the North Brittany Port. 

The picture was a British official 
photo and was received by the As- 
sociated Press from the Army Sig- 
nal Corps radio. 

Von Aulock won the title of "Mad 
Colonel of St. Malo” when he and a 
small force held out for 11 days in a 
concrete fortress at the tip of a 
peninsula despite Incessant blasting 
by bombs and artillery. 

Nazi Divisional Chief 
Captured by Canadians 
By the Associated Pres*. 

WITH THE CANADIAN 1st 
ARMY. France, Aug. 19 —Canadian 
Army forces have captured a Ger- 
man divisional commander and his 
staff south of Trun and possibly 
have taken a second German gen- eral in the Normandy gap. 

Germans were surrendering todav 
in batches of 30 and 40 to Polish 
troops moving south of Trun, 10 
miles southeast of Falaise. 

Ann Sheridan Reaches 
Chungking on USO Tour 
By th* A**oel»tfd Pres*. 

CHUNGKING, Aug. 10. — Five 
U80 troupers, headed by Actress 
Ann Sheridan, arrived today in 
Chungking's stifling heat wave after 
80,000 miles of traveling with an 
average of two shows a day from 
Casablanca to China. 

Others in the troupe were Accor- 
dionist Mary Linda, Dancer Ruth 
Denas, Dancer Jackie Miles and 
Comedian Ben Blub. The escorting 
officer was Capt. Melvyn Douglas, 
attached to the Special Service Of- 
fice in Delhi. 
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