
Statistics Show Half of Polio 
Victims Are Not Crippled 

By HOWARD W. BLAKESLEE, 
Associated Press Science Editor. 

NEW YORK, Aug. 19.—Infantile 
paralysis, despite 30 years of effort 
to combat it, has been more wide- 
spread in the first 30 weeks of this 
year than in any other since the 
epidemic of 1916. 

There still is no known preventive 
or cure, not even any medicine. 
There is only rest and nursing care, 
with the treatment of Elizabeth 
Kenny, the Australian nurse, rated 
at the top. 

The record for the worst years: 
First 30 Total for 
Weeks. Year. 
Cases. Cases. 

1916 .- 6,761 27,621' 
1931 1,874 15.780 
1943 2,318 12,249 
1944 3,066 

The 30th week this year ended 
July 29. Peaks of past outbreaks 
occur around the 35th week. In the 
last four years the peaks have ranged 
from the 34th to 37th weeks in- 
clusive. 

Foundation Figures. 
The present cases occur mostly in 

North Carolina, Virginia, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Kentucky, with 
some in Louisiana, and mild out- 
breaks in Ohio and Michigan. Cal- 
ifornia and Texas had flare-ups 
which appear to be subsiding. The 

figures are from the National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 

(Latest available figures from the 
TJ. S. Public Health Service, for 
the week ended August 12, show a 

total of 5,009 cases up to that date, 
compared with 3,311 for the same 

period last year. 
(The health service noted an in- 

crease in the number of new cases 

for the week in North Carolina after 
several weeks of decline, but declared 
that on the whole the disease might 
be expected to decline from now on 

in the Southern States. 
(There is evidence, however, of 

Increases in the East-North-Central 
section of the country, particularly 
in New York State, where the num- 

ber of new cases for the week ended 
August 12 was 356, compared with 
311 for the previous week. One hun- 
dred and eight of the new7 cases 

reported were in New York City). 
All the high hopes of cures of 

former years have faded, one by one, 

although, since 1916 more and more 

effort has been directed toward 
finding a cure. 

The first high hopes were for con- 
valescent serum, the protective anti- 
bodies of those who recently had 
the disease. But after thousands 
had been treated, it was found that 
those with no serum had just as 

high a recovery rate as the others* 
■ Vaccines Abandoned. 

Next came vaccines. One from the 
New York City Health Department 
was made of the killed virus of in- 

fantile paralysis. When 20.000 vac- 

cinations were of record, there was 

a brief time when success was con- 

fidently predicted. Afterward it 
was abandoned as useless. 

Then came a second vaccine, this 
time of live but attenuated virus. 
While first results looked good, after 
a summer's trial it was declared too 

dangerous. 
The third great hope was nasal 

sprays, alum, picric acid and zinc. 

Sprays were founded on the belief 
that polio was contracted only 
through the nose, in the nerves of 
smell. But it was found that polio 
also can be contracted via the di- 
gestive tract. 

Since the spray debacle there have 
been both medicines and vaccines 
that did well for laboratory animals 
but none that have raised real hopes 
of prevention or cure. 

New Hope Rises. 

Currently, there is one glimmer 
on the medical horizon. That is a 

new vaccine, based on the singular 
fact that sometimes the method of 
killing micro-organisms makes a 

difference in their protective or vac- 

< cination value. 
f The New York vaccine was made 

by killing the virus with formal- 
dehyde. The new method this sum- 

mer uses ultraviolet light. In the 

laboratory such vaccine seems to be 

protecting animals. 
Physicians know that human 

carriers probably spread polio; they 
know that the virus is found in 
sewage and in flies, and that ap- 

parently a fly doesn’t carry it more 

than a couple of days. They know 
that in a laboratory it can be made 
to spread from animal to animal 
through the air. They know it can 

be carried by mosquitoes—in labo- 
ratories. 

Rate Declining. 
That is about all, and it sums 

up to the appalling fact that there 
isn't any protection against infan- 
tile paralysis, except to keep away 
from infection. That involves the 
impossible thing of keeping away 
from every other human, and from 
a lot of unknowns in nature besides. 

On the bright side, the polio death 
rate has been falling for years. The 
mortality was 25 per cent in New 
York City in the great 1916 epi- 
demic. Now rates are between 5 
and 10 per cent, and sometimes 
lower, even to a fraction of 1 per 
cent. 

Another bright side: Statistics are 

piling up to show that half and 
probably more than half of those 
stricken will recover without par- 

»alysis. 
88 Per Cent Recover. 

Miss Kenny claims that 88 per 
cent of those taking her treatment 
recover without paralysis. This is 
the highest rate, but not greatly in 
excess of other treatments. In i934. 
before she came to the United 
States, among 1,800 cases in Los 
Angeles, 80 per cent had complete 
recovery in one year. 

In last year’s epidemic a record 
nearly as good was made with 70 
children in Chicago who had no 
treatment except rest in bed under 
nursing care. Dr. Mary S. Sherman, 
reporting on these in last May’s 
Journal of the American Medical 
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Association, said that 72.8 per cent 
recovered with no weakness or such 
slight weakness that it was barely 
detectable. A further 8.7 per cent 
came out with weakness which she 
said did not handicap them. 

Splints and casts are now un- 
popular. Miss Kenny is strongly 
critical of them. But these imple- 
ments had good records. Dr. George 
E. Bennett, Children’s Hospital, Bal- 
timore, reported 60 to 80 per cent 
cures with complete rest In bed, 
with limbs in splints or casts for a 
time to promote rest. 

Miss Kenny’s treatment, rest, hot, 
wet packs and early beginning of 
re-education of weakened muscles, 
is in general practice now in this 
country, with modification in many 
cases by physicians and nurses who 
think they see a bit of improvement 
possible by added therapy. 
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Soldier Sentenced to Die 
For Murder and Robbery 
By the Auoelated Free*. 

CAMP PHILLIPS, Kans., Aug. 19.- 
Pvt. Albert B. Richie, 39, of Hickory, 
N. C., was convicted at his court 
martial today on charges of murder 
and robbery in the death of Corpl. 
Peter Oefusco, Unlontown, Pa., and 
was sentenced to be hanged. 

The jury of officers was out 30 

minutes, its verdict following s night 
session last night. 

Corpl. Defusco’s body, the' skull 
crushed, was found June 37 near 
the motor pool of the 37th Infantry, 
to which both he and Richie were 
attached. 

Richie did not testify. Re was in- 
ducted February 26, 1942, at Fort 
Jackson, S. C. 

Capt. Ernest J. Malone, trial judge 
advocate, in Outlining the prosecu- 
tion’s case at the start of the trial, 
said Richie had $1,069 on his person 
when arrested in Pittsburgh July 2. 

I to il. AT ELEVENTH » ^ Dl. 4400 

Custom-Made 
Slip Covers 

COMPLETE COVERS FOR 
1 Reg. Sofa and 3 Cushions 
1 Reg. Chair and 1 Cushion 

,95 
• Vat-dyed Liberty Print florals. , 

• Woven novelty modern figures. 
• Rose. tan. natural, maize and blue. 
• Cut in your home by our experts. 
• Finished covers delivered to you two weeks from 

cutting date. 

| • All made with box pleats or kick pleats. 
• All finished with French seams. 

; • All prints vat dyed and washable. 
DRAPERIES, SECOND FLOOR 

enamel ware 

Double Roaster 
You’ll need one for the fall and winter 
days when you play hostess. Holds 
up to six pounds. Round, with con- 

venient side handles. Speckled 
blue finish is hard, non- 

porous and easy to 
_ clean. 

2-QT. SAUCE PAIS 
Double lipped white 
enamel trimmed in blue. A 
handy size with /:!?« 
lots of uses_ Ot)*' 

4-QT. SAUCE POT 
Windsor stvle with dome 
cover. White with f-i.18 
red trim_ A 

6-qt. size, $1.38 

4-QT. SAUCE POT 
Straight side style with 
side handles. White $-1.65 
with blue.,_ _ 

A 

6-qt. size, $2.15 

4-QT. SAUCE POT 
{ Speckled blue finish enamel 

with tight-fitting cover. Jw .19 
Handy side handles.. 

12-QT. WATER PAIL 
Standard 12-quart aiae with 
bail handle and non- 

elip wood grip. White $n.00 
with blue__ ^ 

LADLE OR* DIPPER 
Long-handled style with hook 
end. Half-pint sice. 
White enamel trimmed q 
in blue_ 
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“Hercules" 5-SECTION BOILER 
• H« a Hot Water Rating of 470 

Square Feet 

• Widely Used by Thrifty Home- 
owners the Country Over! 995# 

Available without “red tape” for necessary replacement—and it will 
serve you well throughout the cold winter months. Long Are travel 
through flue ways formed by numerous water tubes assures high 
operating efficiency. Has roomy firebox, large coal rapacity, and low 
Are door for easy firing. 

At Alt Four Fouri Storm 

NO DOWN PAYMENT 

Required on Furnace 

Replacements. First 
Payment November 1. 

For Economical Hot Air Heating, You Can Bank on Sears 

“Hercules ** PIPE FURNACE 
Yes, here’s a furnace that is doing*a swell 
job of “keeping the home fires burning’’ 
for thousands of American families. 
Guaranteed for 10 years, in fact! Heavy 
duplex grates; extra heavy radiator and 
combustion chamber, each one piece; 
finest iron flrepot castings. 

At All Four Start Stortt 

20-Inch Sue 

42-in. SINK AND CABINET 

DAMPER REGULATOR 

1495 sz 
AUTOMATIC — not dependent 
on springs or weights. Com- 
plete with thermostat, chains, 
pulley and wire. 

At AU four Sean Store I 

59“ 
ONLT 19.85 D0WN 

Usual Carrying Charge 
9 

Modem, efficient, and available 
without priority! Dazzling white 
vitreous china sink, 14x17x7 
inches, with linoleum-topped right 
or left drainboard; equipped with 
faucet and strainer. Two-com- 
partment undersink cabinet is 
finished in white enanfel. 

At AtT four Stan Storat 

“Hex” SHINGLES 
•4® *"». 

Same quality materials as in 
-our “Honor Bilt” roll roofing. 
Blue-black, red tone, jade 
green, blue tone or tile red. 

Tough, Long Lasting! 
“Honor BiU" Roll Roofing 

Heavy asphalt roofing, surfaced with 
“Sta-So” slate granules. Blue-black, 
jade green, or tile red. Roll is 36 ft. • 
Ion, 36 inches wide; covers 100 sq. ft. ^^90 (b rot| with 2-inch lap. 

35-Lb. Talc-Surfaced, 
1.15 

45-Lb. Mica-Surfaced, 
1.65 

55-Lb. Mica-Surfaced. 
1.95 

65-Lb. Mica-Surfaced, 
2.39 

“Brick” SIDING 
.59 ™H«. 

Coverage 

Easy-to-nail-on asphalt roll 
siding in brick design. Fire- 
resistant; with real insulation 
value. Red, buff or red blend. 

You Can't Go Wrong When You Use Sears 

“Allstate ’’TIRES 
Synthetic (BunthS) Rubber 

I 

7:00x16 Size i 

10-93 I 
B Q_W ««* r«* fe 

ONLY 7.15 DOWN ■ 
Vtnai Carrying Chart« W 

100% Pure Pennsylvania 
“Cross Country99 

MOTOR 

__ 

OIL 
For.Your Car, 

Truck or Tractor! 

The fact that Sears is 

backing them is assur- 

ance enough for a 

multitude of motor- 
ists! The tough plies 
are of high tensile, low 
stretch ‘,Cooleri*ed,, 
cord. 

Available in Mses for 
Most Passenger Can 

At All Four iMfi Horn 

CRANKCASE SERVICE 
3c Quart Extra on 

Bulk Oil Price 

12vfec qt- 

In Your Container, " 
Tax Included' 

Thrifty motorists will 
take advantage of t.hi« 

special bulk price to save 
money and keep a can 
handy in garage or base- 
ment. Available in all 
S. A. E. Summer grades. 

At Alt Four Sturt Stortt 
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