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Meriting a Veto 
Now awaiting the President’s ap- 

proval or veto is a congressional 
measure that would make eligible for 
pensions the surviving widow, child 
or children of any person already 
dead or yet to die who served in the 
American armed forces during the 
First World War for a period of 90 
or more days. The bill would make 
no distinction between the veteran 
whose death can be attributed at 
least in part to some service-con- 
nected disability and the veteran 
dying from natural or aaeidental 
causes, such as old age or falling 
down stairs. All that would matter i 
would be the fact that he had once 
been in the Army or Navy, and on 
that basis his dependents would be 
entitled to receive up to a maximum 
of $74 a month for the rest of their 
lives. 

According to conservative esti- 
mates, this bill would cfbst a minimum 
of $37,000,000 in the first year of its 
operation, and within the next two 
decades or so would call for a peak 
annual outlay of at least $308,000,000. 
But its lavishness — involving an 
over-all long-term expenditure of 
billions—is not the only thing that 
makes the measure objectionable; 
worse still is the precedent it would 
establish by doing away entirely with 
a principle that has been whittled 
down too much already; the prin- 
ciple that such benefits should go 
only to the dependents of those 
veterans whose deaths can be traced 
—in one degree or another—to phys- 
ical ailments, injuries or wounds 
Suffered while in the armed forces. 
Thus, by granting as much to the j survivors of a man with no service 
disability as to the survivors of a 
man with a very definite service 1 
disability, it would create a palpable 
inequity automatically inviting the 
disabled of the First World War to 
demand special consideration in the 
form of higher pension rates. Thus, 
too, it would obviously pave thie way 
for a similar program for the eleven 
or twelve million men and women { 
now serving in the Second World ; 
War—a cost prospect of truly astro- j 
nomical dimensions. 

There can be no question, of course, j 
about the Nation’s solemn obligation 
to disabled veterans and to the wid- 
ows and orphans and other depend- 
ents of those who make the supreme 
sacrifice in battle. The most gener- 
ous and fullest possible provisions 
must be made for all such Americans 
by means of hospitalization, rehabil- 
itation, pensions, etc. Similarly, as 
was provided to some extent in legis- 
lation after the last war and as the 
GI Bill of Rights provides to a much 
greater extent in this war, special ; 
educational, financial and employ- 
ment opportunities must be made 
available to every one honorably dis- 
charged from the Army and Navy. 
But there is a limit to what can be 
done and what should be expected, 
for if the resources of the country 
are stretched too far to support 
basically unreasonable and unjusti- ! 
fied measures, the veterans them- ; 
selves, no less than the ’American j 
people as a whole, will be the losers, 
saddled with a debt whose damaging 
effects will be felt throughout our 

economy for many years to come. 
The pension bill now before the 

President seems so clearly ill advised j 
in this respect that it should be 
vetoed. In itself, to be sure, it is not 
the straw that will break the camel’s 
back, but it is one of the straws, and 
as such it looks much too dangerous 
to be acceptable. 

John Lord O'Brian 
For the third time in a busy career, 

John Lord O’Brian, general counsel 
for the War Production Board, is 
returning to private life after a 

period of Government service char- 
acterized by the fine achievement 
always synonymous with his labors. 

Called to Washington from his 
Buffalo law office early in 1941 to be 
general counsel for the Office of Pro- 
duction Management, predecessor of 
the WPB. Mr. O’Brian charted the 
legal course for the successive steps 
of America’s arming effort with deep 
understanding. Out of long experi- 
ence. he recognized that efficient 
administration does not necessarily 
call for the use of a bludgeon, and 
constantly sought to encourage co- 

operation rather than to stir ani- 
mosities in the exercise of the vast 
war powers of the Government. This 

•course paid dividends. Only once was 
the War Production Board brought 
Into the courts by a litigant, and 
that challenge failed. 

It should be mentioned, too. that 
the retiring official has never ap- 
proached his tasks as a partisan. A 
Republican, he was in charge of 
Espionage Act enforcement in the 
Justice Department under Woodrow 
Wilson in the First World War, and 

.during the Hoover administration he 
was Assistant Attorney General in 
charge of the department’s antitrust 
4ivi*ion. As a further tribute to Mr. 

O’Brian’s ability, he had been en- 
gaged as a member of Government 
counsel for the Tennessee Valley 
Authority constitutionality test in 
1938, but had to withdraw when his 
party drafted him for the New York 
senatorial race. 

His has been the type of public 
service for which the Nation may be 
grateful. 

On Bombing Japan's Gods 
The high light of the- address de- 

livered by Premier Kolso on Decem- 
ber 7, “commemorating the third 
anniversary of the outbreak of the 
war of greater East Asia,” was his 
angry warning that “should the 
enemy in his blind bombing of Japan 
damage a remote corner of the 
sacred property held in reverence by 
the entire nation, the Japanese will 
take retaliatory measures that it 
will be impossible for the enemy to 
forget.” 

With characteristic Indirection, the 
Premier referred to the Imperial 
Palace, lying in the very heart of To- 
kyo, the teeming Japanese metrop- 
olis, yet enshrouded in mysterious 
aloofness behind massive stone ram- 

parts rising from deep moats. This 
is the residence of a being whom we 
call the Emperor but whom the Jap- 
anese term “The Tenno,” a word 
reverently indicating one who is both 
human and divine. In Japanese eyes, 
their ruler is alike man and god, the 
current incarnation of the dynasty, 
“eternal throughout the ages,” which 
sprang originally from the Sun God- 
dess, Amaterasu Omikami, the pa- 
tron deity of Japan. To the Japanese, 
Amaterasu is no mere historic myth; 
she is a very living presence, watch- 
ing over the land and her descend- 
ant, the Tenno, and insuring "Dai 
Nippon,” Great Japan, that eventual 
world supremacy which is its alleged 
destiny. Amaterasu’s earthly tab- 
ernacle is the great shrine at Ise, 
inland from Tokyo. Thither, on 

appropriate occasions, go cabinet 
ministers, generals, admirals, the 
Emperor himself, to commune with 
their protectress and imbibe her 
inspiration. 

Such being the undoubted facts, 
Japanese national morale is obvi- 
ously based on Emperor worship 
and the cult of Amaterasu. From the 
very start of the present war, there- 
fore, many foreigners intimately 
acquainted with Japan have argued 
that the best way to shake Japanese 
morale would be to bomb both the 
Imperial Palace at Tokyo and the 
great shrine at Ise. According to 
this theory. General Doolittle’s or- 
ders t« avoid hitting the palace on 
his initial raid over Tokyo was a 

mistake, since it gave the Japanese 
the impression that our flyers were 
either overawed by the divine pres- 
ence or actually inhibited by the 
divine power. Of late, Chinese offi- 
cial spokesmen have stressed the 
necessity of such action for its psy- 
chological effects. It is presumably 
against such arguments that Premier 
Koiso leveled his grim warning. 

Such bombings would presumably 
result in reprisals by the Japanese, 
probably against the many American 
prisoners in their hands. Such fresh 
horrors perpetrated by our barbarous 
enemies are to be weighed against 
the psychological effects of bomb- 
ings, which might be deep going. It 
is one of the grim problems of over- 
all strategy that must be carefully 
weighed. 

National Riches 
A few years ago it was a fashion— 

perhaps in reaction to the sorrows 
and sufferings of the longest and 
most costly of American depres- 
sions—to think of the United States 
as a country whose resources were 
near to exhaustion. Thousands of 
people undoubtedly believed that 
ne#r again would national wealth 
increase at a rate equal to the need 
of the people. Many of the most 
notably articulate observers and 
commentators agreed that the fu- 
ture was bleak. Some of them openly 
advocated a philosophy of revolu- 
tionary change based on the theory 
that in no other way could the prob- 
lems of diminishing opportunities of 
profit and employment be solved. 

But the tide of discouragement 
has receded and once more it is a 
habit to be cheerful. The November 
bulletin of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science dis- 
cusses the natural “capital” upon 
which the prosperity of a reasonably 
discernible future may be built. It 
is set forth in this connection that: 

A million square miles of fertile 
soil lie between the Appalachian 
Mountains and the Rockies in a fa- 
vorable climate, with other rich agri- 
cultural areas along the Atlantic and 
Pacific Coasts. Within the borders of 
the United States there rests still 
unmined 52 per cent of all the known 
coal deposits in the earth. The re- 
serves of iron ore are estimated to be 
twice those of Europe, and there are 
still fabulous quantities of petroleum, 
natural gas and oil shales, the major 
primary sources of the energy that 
turns the wheels of an industrialized 
world. To complete the picture, cop- 
per, sulphur, lead, zinc, salt and other 
minerals in abundance should be 
added. This unique combination of 
soil, cjfmate, sources of energy and 
minerals was in the making during 
hundreds of millions of years. 
The author of the A. A. A. S. bul- 

letin article also remarks that: “For- 
tune favored” America “with a high 
type of human and cultural re- 
sources as well.” He stresses the 
fact of the ideological inheritance of 
the citizens of the United States 
coming from Northwestern Europe. 
The settlers of the original Thirteen 
Colonies, he insists, shared “the 
same basic religion, the same gen- 
eral superstitions and folklore, and 
the same * * • philosophy, science 
and classic literature”—a common 
pattern of thought out of which the 
Constitution developed to “secure 
the blessings of liberty” as well as to 
"promote the general welfare." 

In the Judgment of the A. A. A. 8. 

writer, that elementary charter of 
freedom and fellowship is a national 
resource for which the whole Amer- 
ican community should be as grate- 
ful as it is for material endowments. 
“Great responsibilities” are involved 
in the use of both varieties of riches. 
The last* words of the bulletin article 
are these: 

It would be inexcusable for Amer- 
icans not to reflect gravely on the role 
that Fate now calls on them to play. 
However thankful they may be for 
the blessings they have enjoyed and 
however much they may long to have 
them continue, they should strive 
more earnestly to be fully worthy of 
those they already have received. 

Christmas Seals 
For the thirty-eighth time the 

District of Columbia Tuberculosis 
Association is offering attractive 
Christmas seals at a penny each 
for use on Yuletide mail and gift 
packages. The design for 1944 fea- 
tures a cheerful little postman in 
a gray uniform, marching through 
the snow against a* background 
which suggests that he perforce 
works nights "on his appointed 
rounds." In the upper left-hand 
corner of the composition, the flam- 
ing symbol of the crusade against 
the dreaded “white plague” appears 
—the cross with two bars of equal 
length. 

Each purchaser of the seals con- 
tributes to the maintenance of a 
work which long since proved its 
worth. The money thus raised is 
spent for adult and junior education, 
research, exhibits, co-operation with 
other health agencies, medical social 
endeavor, case-flnding and rehabili- 
tation. In all of these different 
aspects of the campaign vast prog- 
ress has been accomplished. But the 
end is not yet in sight. Indeed, there 
are reasons to believe that some re- 

cessions, some losses, are inevitable 
in the near future. The strains and 
tensions of wartime demand a heavy 
price of men and women of every 
class and condition. Tuberculosis 
has a cunning way of hurting those 
who already are hurt. It strikes at 
people who are tired or depressed. 
Such a period as the present season 
of world-wide struggle, overexertion, 
long continued excitement and 
anxiety is its natural opportunity fbr 
mischief. It must be fought as 

systematically as any other mortal 
enemy. 

The little Christmas seals cost so i 
little, mean so much in their con- j 
structive effect. For the thirty- * 

eighth occasion. The Star commends | 
them to its whole family of readers. ! 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

Among the unsung heroes of the 
Washington scene in wartime are the 
common pigeons and the English spar- 
rows, all of which do a good job as 
scavengers during a labor shortage. 

Our streets would be in far worse 
condition if it were not for the con- 
stant vigilance of these birds in trying 
to find something to eat. Nothing on 
the streets escapes their probing bills. 

Every small object is sampled, to see 
if it is good to eat. Anything with pro- 
tein or carbohydrate in it is consumed. 
Thus the streets are rid of the matter 
which would become most offensive. 

We were watching a pigeon the other 
day. He went over the entire street 
from curb to curb, turning up and try- 
ing each bit of material. Not much 
escaped him. His ability at dodging 
cars and trucks was really marvelous. 

At times he would go along the cross- 
walk with his head bobbing and a 
large, downy feather nodding just above 
his nose. This, one might suspect, was 
not a common pigeon. 

* * * * 

Most of our downtown streets have 
a few pigeons. These seem to build up 
favorite hunting grounds, so that the 
overflow of these birds from the small 
parks and various squares Insures 
thorough street cleaning of possible de- 
caving matter. 

It must not be forgotten that these ; 
birds give a great deal of simple pleas- 1 

ure to many persons. Not only in the 
parks, but also on the street. Just j below Chevy Chase Circle there often 
is seen a flock of pigeons answering 
the call of one who buys food for them 
at a nearby store. 

These pigeons are all named by the 
man, and he calls them one by one— 
Sally, Mary, Jane, Hortense, Mabel, Dot 
—these and many others answer to their 
names, or at least seem to, to the ra«i«i 
observer. 

Every one has seen others feeding the 
pigeons and squirrels in the parks. 
Often these birds are the only outlet 

>for friendliness left for some elderly 
man or woman whose human friends 
have died out one by one. 

The English sparrows no longer domi- 
nate the downtown scene, as they once 
did, but there still are enough of them 
left to afford a good object lesson for 
any moralizer on the way one may 
wrest a living from difficulty, provided 
one is cheerful and industrious. 

Certainly few species have been tra- 
duced as have these plain brown birds, 
but little has been said, except in cer- 
tain quarters, in their praise. Their 
cheerfulness is worthy of note. Cer- 
tainly the “cheerful chickadee’’ of the 
popular song is no better optimist than 
the average English sparrow. 

i ik ik 

Despite the dirt which dulls his hand- 
some feathers in the downtown areas, 
the same dirt which is found in office 
drawers and on the top of desks if the 
cleanup boys and girls fail to come 
around, the English sparrow is a fine 
specimen of nature’s ability to com- 
bine good qualities with bad. 

Both sparrows and pigeons are fear- 
less in the downtown areas. They 
have to be, of course. The same birds, 
if by chance they should find their way 
to the suburbs and to a feeding station, 
would fly up and away at the first 
opening of a door, but in the busy 
traffic lanes they must be fearless or 
get nothing to eat. 

Hence they work up a lack of fear 
which permits them to remain looking 
for food while hundreds of feet pass 
within inches. 

There are remarkably few things in 
the way of food which a downtown bird 
will turn down. We have watched them 
eat oranges and other fruits thrown 
away by careless passersby. 

Small restaurants and drugstore cor- 
ners are good centers for pigeons and 
sparrows looking for food, since many 
customers come out eating and often 
throw away some small bit. 

One may wonder, at times, whether 
many of the idles of crumbs -may not 
have been the deliberate scatterings of 
thoughtful persons who realize what a 
hard time these birds have of earning 
their living on concrete. It is cheerful 
to feel that there are some people will- 
ing to Bo good without publicity. 

X A 

Letters to The Star 
Comments On Army Technique 

Of Language Teaching 
To th« Editor of Tha Star: 

The very able article entitled “Army 
Method of Teaching Speeds Language 
Mastery” by Clarke Slade, which ap- 
peared in The Sunday Star for Novem- 
ber 19, was read with great Interest, 
especially since I had had the pleasure 
of talking with Mr. 81ade about the 
experiment carried on in French and 
German classes at the Woodrow Wilson 
High School last year. 

But in connection with the paragraph 
next to the last in this article, I should 
like to suggest a somewhat different con- 
clusion for secondary schools, at least, 
than that contained in the statements 
that (1) the grammar classes practically 
have no limit in size; (2> at present the 
drillmaster is indispensable to the new 
method and (3) the moment grammar 
and conversation are combined in one 

person grammar wins out. 
I would like to emphasize what those 

responsible for the Army program say, 
i.e., that the Army method is not a new 
one but represents a shift in emphasis, 
and that through this shift in emphasis 
greater numbers of students are gaining 
the aural-oral facility which always has 
been the product of superior teaching 
at the secondary school level. With such 
teachers there is no real need for the 
drillmaster, for the teachers them- 
selves are fully capable of giving that 
which the drillmaster contributes in the 
Army setup. The grammar in such 
cases is not given in a lecture course to 
large groups, but is developed natu- 
rally and functionally in the regular 
class periods from the reading material 
dealing with real life situations upon 
which the conversation work is based. 
Although the two types of language ac- 

tivity are here united in one person, 
it most certainly cannot be claimed 
that grammar wins out, for grammar is 
made 'the handmaid of the spoken and 
written language and the emphasis in 
teaching is upon the use of language 
itself as a means of communicating 
ideas. 

Also. I feel sure that the suggestion 
that "possibly language teaching should 
be delayed until the senior year” would 
be acceptable neither to the schools 
themselves nor to the public which they 
serve. It neither would be feasible nor 
desirable that a student devote his 
entire time in any one year to study 
restricted to any one subject matter 
field, and it would be contrary to the 
philosophy of education which envisions 
a well-rounded course of study for all 
students. It is the consensus among 
those who have conducted the Army s 

language program that the first implica- 
tion of this program for the schools is 
that foreign language study should be 
begun earlier—in the seventh grade or 
sooner, that it should begin with the 
strictly aural-oral approach, and that it 
should be continued for a much longer 
time than the commonly accepted two 
years, six years being considered an 

acceptable average. Granted these con- 
ditions, which would allow actual con- 
tact time measured in hours approxi- 
mating the time spent in the Army's 
intensive program, the public need have 
no fear that the schools would not de- 
velop in students the desired language 
competency, for they have already 
proved that they can do so. 

EMILIE MARGARET WHITE, 
Head of Department Divisions 1-9, 

Public Schools of the District of 
Columbia. 

Cites Tolstoy as Prophet 
To the Editor of The Ster: 

Shortly before his death, Count Leo 
Tolstoy predicted a Europe in flames 
and a new political era following the 
conflagration in which empires and 
kingdoms would dissolve. He likewise 
prophesied that the time would come 
when the world would renounce hypo- 
critical religions and degenerate art 
Tolstoy maintained that the race wars 
in Asia had strangled progress and 
predicted a more just social order 
when nations grew wiser. This great 
Russian reformer abhorred human con- 
flict and believed that war, far from 
promoting progress, created endless com- 
plications while engendering further 
strife. 

In 1893, Tolstoy wrote in “Kingdom of 
God Is Within You ’: “The position of 
the Christian world, with its fortresses, 
cannon, dynamite, torpedoes, churches 
and palaces is monstrous. * * • Although 
we hav^ recognized the fundamental, 
divine commandment ‘Do not Kill,’ and 
the law of love and brotherhood, yet in 
spite of this, every man of our European 
world renounces this divine law, and at 
the command of a president, emperor, 
minister, puts on a fool’s costume, takes 
up the instrument of murder and says, 
I am ready. • * * I will strike down, 
ruin and kill whomsoever you command 
me to." 

Leo Tolstoy entertained constructive 
and Christian ideals and believed that 
the forms and ceremonies of the ortho- 
dox church should be supplanted by the 
spirit of truth. He adopted, as his 
mental, religious cornerstone, the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, with its central 
teaching, “Resist not evil with evil.” 

EDMUND K. GOLDSBOROUGH. 

Because They Will It 
From the Manchester Guardian. 

The German western front, says the 
“Kolnische Zeitung.” is very deep: “It 
does not only stretch from Arnhem to 
the Alps but from Arnhem to Bielefeld, 
and Aachen to Hamm, from Metz to 
Darmstadt, and from the gates of Bur- 
gundy across the Upper Rhine.” All 
through this great tract, containing a 
fifth or a quarter of the German peo- 
ple, the Allied bombers roam by night 
and day; work and sleep are broken; 
houses become fewer and fewer; trans- 
port and the food and fuel it brings 
scarcer. A system that depends on 
tightly stretched and stringent or- 
ganization is being brought to chaos. 
Life is becoming ever more brutal and 
brutalized; human values are disappear- 
ing. When will the Germans accept 
the inevitable? Or must there, as their 
leaders have decreed, be one Aachen 
after another? If there is to be “an- 
nihilation” it is because the Germans 
so will it. 

It's a Habit 
From the St. Louis Fort Dispatch. 

A 17-year-old youth Who holds the 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart, a veteran 
of three campaigns and honorably dis- 
charged from the Army, has joined the 
Navy. Presumably to see the world 
again. 

Just a Memory 
From the Omaha Cronins World-Hereld. 

Remember when the fellow back of the 
counter used to say, “Can’t I sell you 
the carton?” 

This Changing World 
By Constontine Brown 

The public in the United States and 
Great Britain must be confused over 
what is happening, wondering whether 
a squabble is brewing between mem- 
bers of the United Nations. 

All this might not have happened had 
the people been fully Informed by their 
leaders of what actually took place 
in the political field at Teheran and 
what the political clauses of the 
armistice with Italy are. 

At Teheran, as far as is known from 
the developments of the past 12 months, President Roosevelt put his stamp of 
approval on the scheme of dividing 
Europe into /two great zones of in- 
fluence, one the Russian and the other 
British. 

The troubles in Greece, which com- 
pelted the British* to use their meager forces against the Communist-sponsored guerrillas are likely the result of Prime Minister Churchill’s desire to keep Greece in Britain's zone of influence in 
accordance with what is said to have been agreed on at Teheran 

Opposition to British policy in the 
House of Commons and in the United States undoubtedly is based in part on lack of understanding of the Teheran 
agreements. Had the people of the two nations been told frankly that such and such a country had been placed under the tutelage of Britain or 
Russia at the time of the meeting, the whole world would have- known where 
everybody stood and would have under- 
stood the actions of the “protecting” powers. 

J±>tdb7l°™ th,at Secretary of State Stettinius strongjy worded notes and frank talking have puzzled many in Great Britain and the United States In some quarters they have been inter- preted as “slapping down” Great 
ftr in °thers they have been con- strued as a warning to both Britain and 
wprf* MP|nau y’ ln other garters they 
^. ® ^ 10 ** meaningless and merely attempting to court certain of the 
RHtuh’ “anti-fascist” and anti- British sections in the United States. 

* * * * 

The lack of a thorough understanding of the scope of these notes is due to the fact that while Mr. Stettinius knows 
positively what is in the background of 
the various agreements the public is 
being kept in the dark. 

It is now obvious that the British 
leader is determined to keep for what 
Mr. Churchill calls “poor old Britain” 

the little he has managed to obtain for 
her in order to secure the lines of com- 
munication with India. The British 
Prime Minister on Friday made an ex- 
ceptionally strong speech for the defense 
of democracy. He crossed his t’s and 
dotted his i's when he defended his 
policies in Greece and Italy by explain- 
ing that real democracy is not the rule 
of the organized few-with tommy guns 
—against the unorganized masses of a 
country. 

The only weak point in Mr. Churchill’s 
great defense of real democracy is the 
fact that he applies these principles only 
in areas in which the British interests 
are vitally concerned. Had he adopted 
this line of conduct and thinking for the 
world areas there is no question that he 
would have stood on much more solid 
ground. 

So long as the armistice terms with 
Italy are kept secret, for reasons which 
neither the American nor British gov- 
ernments has taken the trouble to ex- 
plain, it will be difficult to judge 
Britain's action of declaring Count 
Carlos Sforza as “undesirable.” Accord- 
ing to the strict—and possibly old-fash- 
ioned—interpretation of an armistice, a 
defeated country must remain under the 
control and supervision of the victor 
until such time as a peace treaty is 
concluded. It is only after the full 
penalty has been paid that the defeated 
peoples can recover their complete free- 
dom of action and can demand that 
there shall be no outside interference 
In their national affairs. Until this 
happens, regardless of how lenient the 
victorious powers may wish to be, the 
defeated nation must remain sub- 
servient. 

* * * * 
The Italian government of Ivane 

BonomI is anxious to make public the 
terms of the armistice so that the 
Italian people and the world at large 
may understand the situation. But 
BonomI is being prevented from doing 
so. 

In the last few days this policy of 
secrecy regarding political matters' has 
had its Inevitable effects. Britain 
claims to stand by her rights. The 
United States is frowning at the strong 
measures adopted by our ally. The rest 
of the world is either aghast or is cheer- 
ing at this suggestion of cleavage be- 
tween the two major democracies, while 
millions of American and British sol- 
diers are shedding blood on the battle- 
folds. They may even wonder why. 

The Political Mill 
By Gould Lincoln 

The House is knocking at the door 
for a right to have a voice in treaty 
making. The Judiciary Committee has 
reported favorably by a vote of 14 to 4 
the Sumners resolution to amend the 
Constitution so that treaties shall be 
ratified by a majority vote of both the 
House and Senate. If a similar ratio of 
favorable votes can be had in the 
House—and there is reason to believe 
that it can—the proposed amendment 

; would carry in that body by more than 
the necessary two-thirds vote. 

The stumbling block will be found in 
the Senate’s exclusive right to pass 
upon foreign treaties, negotiated bv the 
Chief Executive. Further, a two-thirds 

! vote must be had in the Senate to ap- 
prove any treaty. There has been no 
sign that leading members of the Senate 
will agree to the proposed change. The 
Senate is not inclined to relinquish the 
power over foreign relations which it 
now has under the Constitution. 

* * * * 
The matter of treaty ratification has 

assumed tremendous importance today 
—since the period before the close of 
the present war and immediately there- 
after agreements with other nations 
vitally affecting this country’ and the 
rest of the world will be negotiated. 
A quarter of a century ago, the Senate 
became a battleground, the issue being 
ratification of the peace treaty nego- 
tiated by the late President Wilson 
and the accompanying League of Na- 
tions Covenant. For months the battle 
raged—and finally these agreements 
failed of ratification. This country 
thereafter drifted into isolationism. 

The fear of many Americans today 
is that, unless the treaty ratification 
power is revised so that majority rule 
will prevail and the House is given an 
equal voice with the Senate, there is 
danger the country again will drift into 
isolationism. 

The present treaty-making power en- 
ables 34 Senators representing 17 States 
to defeat a treaty, although the treatv 
may be favored by the President and 62 
Senators representing 31 States. The 
minority of the Senate, effective in de- 

; feating a treaty, may represent as few as 

j 3.200.000 voters in their States, as against 
I 42.000.000 voters in the other 31 States. 
--- 

Supporters of the proposed constitu- 
tional amendment argue that the au- 
thority which makes war—the Congress 
—should have the power to make peace. 
A declaration of war may be passed by a 
majority vote of both houses of Con- 
gress. They argue further that if the 
treatyjmaking power remains as it now 
stands clioues will be in a position to 
sacrifice the public interest. Treaties in 
reality are laws—they become the su- 
Dreme law’ of the land—and should be 
made by the legislative power, Congress, 
with the President approving. 

* * * * 

The proposed constitutional amend- 
ment, which certainly is democratic in 
spirit and would be democratic in oper- 
ation, faces practical difficulties in these 
closing days of the present Congress. It 
first must be brought before the House, 
for which a special rule will be necessary. 
‘It is assumed that it will be approved by 
the House once it can reach the floor 
for consideration. It must then be sent 
to the Senate, which will turn it over to 
the Judiciary Committee of that body, 
since all proposed constitutional amend- 
ments are handled by that committee. 
The committee can, if it so desires, hold 
hearings on the resolution, which will 
take time. And finally the resolution 
must Tun the gantlet of a vote in the 
committee itself. 

Only by tremendous pressure of public 
opinion brought upon the Senate does 
there seem to be the slightest chance of 
getting the proposed amendment before 
that body for consideration. And then 
two-thirds of the Senators voting must 
approve of sending the amendment to 
the States for final ratification. 

The supporters of the proposed amend- 
ment have by no means given up hope 
that the nubile demand for such a con- 
stitutional amendment will have effect 
upon Senators. It is clear, however, 
that if the resolution does come up in 
the Senate a constitutional debate is 
likely to follow that will last a long 
time and cover the whole historv of 
treaty-making, including the debates in 
the Constitutional Convention which 
drafted our Constitution. The whole 
issue, therefore, is likely to be forced 
over into the new Congress. 

German Manpower 
By Maj. George Fielding Eliot 

Current estimates of German man- 
power place the available military 
strength at 6.000.000. This figure re- 
quires considerable analysis in order to 
make Its meaning perfectly clear. 

The original basic figure for German 
military manpower as of 1939 was about 
8.000. 000; but this does not include males 
under 18 or over 48. and the Germans 
are taking anything that can crawl these 
days. 

The permanent German losses (killed, 
permanently disabled or captured) were 
estimated as about 2,500,000 on May 1. 
Since that time, tlfey have been boosted 
by another 2,000,000. Assuming that 
gains from young men coming of age 
are balanced by losses from increasing 
physical disabilities in the older brackets, 
we may carry forward our original figure 
of 8,000,000 and subtract from it the total 
permanent losses in battle of 4,500,000. 
This leaves us with a remainder of only 
3.500.000. 

How is the difference between this 
figure and the 6,000,000 men estimated 
to be available now in Germany to be 
accounted for? It is probably made up 
something as follows; 

First, two classes of young men under 
18—the 16-year-olds and the 17-year- 
olds. Each of these classes will furnish 
about 600,000 men, but even allowing for 
lowered standards, at least 10 per cent 
must be taken off for physical disabili- 
ties. This gives something over 1,000,000 
men from this source. 

Second, the product of the total mobi- 
lization of manpower ordered this sum- 
mer, and drawing upon older men and 
those formerly excused because of em- 
ployment, public office or minor physical 
disabilities. This has been estimated as 
providing an additional 1,000,000 men. 

* * * * 

Third, the remnant of the non-Ger- 
man element which in May probably 
made up one-quarter of the German 
Army as it then stood. This number has 
probably been reduced by at least two- 
thirds and now stands somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 400,000. (The reason 
for the heavy loss in this component is 
the fact that many of these troops were 
serving in Italy or France in the so- 
called “defensive” divisions, and they 
deserted in droves when the opportunity 
came.) 

Thus we make up the total remaining 
German manpower of 6,000,000. It will 
be noted in the following distribution 
that we make no allowance for navy or 
air force, but figure the total German 

manpower in the army. This is because 
the German Navy has now a very small 
personnel, most of its men having been 
transferred to army ‘units; and as for 
the air force, vast numbers of its men 
have been formed into ground force 
units and it is simpler to reckon the 
rest along with the army rather than trv 
to estimate what the air force strength 
may be as a separate item. 

This German manpower, according to 
British estimates, is probably distributed 
as follows; 

Russian front—2,000,000. 
Western front—1,050,000. 
Italian front—450,000. 
Norway (including escaped troops from 

Finland)—225,000. 
Balkans—175,000. 
Local defense, police and garrison 

troops—500,000. 
Units In formation, undergoing basic 

training—150,000. 
Replacements not yet called up (from 

the summer mobilization and 16-year- 
olds)— 1,000,000. 

Total—5.550,000. 
The balance of 450,000 represents 

troops cut off in Latvia, Crete and the 
Aegean Islands, and in the Channel 
Islands and the French seaports. These 
can no longer seriously affect the course 
of the war and can for the most part 
(except perhaps in Latvia) be contained 
by troops which the Allies could not use 
elsewhere. 

* * * * 

It requires only a little thought to see 
from the foregoing how really desperate 
the German manpower situation is. 
Take the western front, for example, 
where the Allies have well over 1,000,000 
first-rate troops deployed and have be- 
hind that an amide pool of replacements 
of equally good physical quality—men 
of military age, in their full vigor of life 
and without physical defects. The 
Allies can always produce a numerical 
superiority at their chosen point of at- 
tack; the Germans, with the whole 
front to garrison, must maintain a con- 
siderable defensive force all »i«ng the 
line and can provide only much smaller 
concentrations as our attacks develop. 

These are some of the handicaps un- 
der which the Germans labor. It has 
been estimated, and I think correctly, 
that if we kill or capture another 300,000 
Germans in the west they will no longer 
be able to maintain organized defense of 
their whole western front. 

(CotfftsM, 1944.) 

Resignation of O'Brian 
Deplored by Observer 

Ability of WPB Legal Adviser 
Also Proven in Last War 

• By David Lawrence 
There’s something so genuinely im- 

personal, if not casual, in the way good 
public servants are often permitted 
without acclaim to pass from the Gov- 
ernment into private life that several 
observers have found it newsworthy to 
call attention to the resignation of John 
Lord O’Brian of Buffalo from his posi- 
tion as general counsel of the War 
Production Board. 

Mr. O'Brian has been with the board 
from its very beginning. He has de- 
veloped a staff of legal advisers and 
has managed to steer the board through 
every important legal difficulty without 
forcing a court test. He has been hailed 
by all who have dealt with him as fair, 
reliable, diplomatic and efficient. Behind 
the scenes he has tried to keep legal 
problems from upsetting war production 
and he has succeeded. 

All the various executives who have 
come and gone in the War Production 
Board have found Mr. O'Brian free from 
political or economic bias and singularly 
detached from the many feuds that have 
stormed all around him. 

World War Experience. 
This wasn't Mr. O'Brian's first ex- 

perience with war work. The writer 
remembers Mr. O’Brian in the World 
War when, though a Republican, he 
was called to service under a Democratic 
Attorney General. It was Mr. O’Brian’s 
tact, influence and common sense which 
in those days kept America from grow- 
ing intolerant on the legal side toward 
persons who happened to differ in their 
social philosophy from the prevailing 
thought. He kept our Governments 
efforts under the espionage laws from 
sweeping down on innocent people. 

This time, also as a Republican in a 

Democratic administration, he has 
served in the administrative side of an- 

other world war. He could have stayed 
at home and enjoyed a lucrative law 
practice. When invited to come here 
he could have begged off on the ground 
that he was counsel in some very im- 
portant and highly complex litigation. 
But he didn’t. 

Even before the war broke out. a call 
to public service at a sacrifice of time 
and earnings did not go unheeded. The 
present administration had a tough 
case to fight in the Supreme Court—to 
win constitutional approval for the big- 
gest and most far-reaching experiment 
in public ownership of our times, the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. Because 
of his legal talents and the respect and 

i esteem in which the old Supreme Court 
of the United States held Mr. O'Brian 
he was asked to be one of Government 
counsel. He accepted and helped win 
the case. 

Politically, Mr. O'Brian has been 
known as a progressive Republican from 
the days of Theodore Roosevelt. He 

j was drafted a few years ago by the 
Republicans in New York State to run 

against Senator Wagner and it was a 

distinct surprise to him. But again, 
though not familiar with politics and 
having a distaste for campaigning, he 

j accepted the call even though he knew 
! it meant defeat. 

Liberal With Conscience. 
Mr. O'Brian is the type of man best 

suited for the administrative or judicial 
side of the Government. He is one of 
the able American lawyers who might 
well have been chosen to become a jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. That is where be has belonged 
these many years. For he is a liberal 

| with a conscience and a sense of equity 
and an objective view of the public 
interest that knows no bias of class or 

party. 
Mr. O'Brian's resignation was accom- 

panied by the publication of no "Dear 
John" letter from the White House and 
no tribute from the Commander in 

I Chief. But that doesn’t make tha 
! slightest difference to a man like Mr. 

O’Brian who, when there is a call to 

public service, will come back here no 

matter whether the present or any other 
President issues the summons. He has 
left behind in WPB an efficient organ- 
ization of lawyers selected by him who 
can steer the boat without his presence. 

He has earned the right to leave and 
resume his law practice. But he has 
earned something more—a designation 

| as the type of public servant who, 
though unsung and unheralded by the 
many, nevertheless performs modestly 
his duty to his country and inspire* 
others to do likewise. 

(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 

Freedom First, Then Profit 
Prom tbe Memphis Commercial Appeal. 

As it was in North Africa and is in 
Italy and France, so it is in the Phil- 

I ippines—at least at Tacloban, largest of 
| cities so far liberated. 

There, as elsewhere, liberating forcei 
were greeted with unrestrained joy and 
generosity during the first few days 
after arrival. Then, opportunism over- 
coming sentiment, the city’s merchant! 
made a swift return to realities. What 
price freedom? .Some of the prices be- 
ing quoted by reliable correspondent! 
include $1 for a bottle of enemy-madi 
beer and 25 cents for a single banana 
The good old American dollar has lost 
none of its allure. 

It would be grossly unfair, however, 
to single out the liberated Filipino mer- 

chants as profit-makers at the expense 
of “GIs” when their innumerable coun- 
terparts exist in every area taken ovei 
by freedom forces. For that matter 
they might have taken their cue from 
the American home front where, price 
control regulations notwithstanding, 
some prices have gone far beyond the 
limits of reason or necessity. 

Glory for “GI Joe,” and continued liv- 
ing for a great many civilians, have more 
than one price, and all are high. 

In an Antique Shop 
Old paintings, china, heavy silver plate, 

Thin gold rings, a necklace that 
might adorn 

A queen, some hand-carved trays, « 
tiny gate. 

But I stood still before a hunting 
horn. 

Then years, like leaves, blew back acrosi 
my sight 

Disclosing hills, pine crested, silvei 
chased, 

And in a spruce, a slim moon’s candle• 
light, 

So the blue and silver shadows wert 
laced 

In silence like a fast-held breath, bui 
now 

The horn’s sharp blast awakes tht 
hills and high 

On slope and ridge, wind hushes on tht 
bough. ... 

And then ... in sweet crescendo 
hounds give cry. 

In emptiness the gone, the good yean 
fall. 

And there is fust a horn upon « wad 
ALMA ROBISON HIOBXX. 


