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Nature Rocks Japan 
By a strange coincidence, the heart 

of the Japanese homeland was 
rocked by a major earthquake on 
the third anniversary of Pearl Har- 
bor. Seismographs throughout the 
world registered the quake as pro- 
longed and of terrific intensity — 

greater even than the quake which 
devastated Tokyo and other nearby 
cities in 1923. The weight of evidence 
indicates that the “epicenter” of this 
gigantic earth tremor was located 
off the east coast of the main Japa- 
nese island of Honshu, which usually 
bears the brunt of these natural 
visitations. And the Japanese radio 
has admitted landslides and tidal 
waves, though minimizing material 
damage and casualties. 

Scientists were not surprised at 
the occurrence, which was chrono- 
logically overdue. Major earthquakes 
afflict Japan on the average about 
once every 20 years, and the last one 
took place in 1923. However, these 
are merely the periodic climaxes to 
almost constant tremors of minor or 

medium intensity. The reason for 
all this is that Japan is geologically 
the most unstable country on earth. 
A chain of volcanic islands thrown 

up by still active seismic forces off 
the continent of Asia, Japan is liter- 
ally perched on the rim of an oceanic 
abyss which closely parallels the 
Pacific coast line. This is the famous 
Tuscarora Deep—a trench approxi- 
mately 30.000 feet below sea level, a 

distance of almost 6 miles. That 
appalling depth lies barely 100 miles 
from the Japanese shore, which in 
turn rises steeply to heights culmi- 
nating in the volcanic cone of Fuji, 
only a few miles inland yet 12.500 
feet high. Here, then, we see a pre- 
cipitous gradient in the earth’s sur- 

face of more than 8 miles in an 

approximately 100-mile stretch—and 
a dynamic gradient, at that, sinc^, 
volcanic Japan is constantly rising, 
while the Tuscarora Deep is probably 
sinking at a commensurate rate. The 
inevitable result is chronic tension, 
producing constant fractures of rock 
strata under tremendous strain. 
When a major fracture occurs, the 
earth is violently shaken while the 
perturbed waters generate huge 
waves. 

Japanese history is punctuated by 
earthquake disasters. That of 1923 
resulted in the rebuilding of Tokyo. 
Yokohama and other cities on more 

solid and resistant models, at least 
so far as public buildings and fac- 
tories are concerned. Unless the 

epicenter of the recent quake fell 

squarely in or very near the metro- 
politan area, it is thus unlikely that 
the destruction of two decades ago 
has been repeated. Still, the tidal 
waves which accompanied the shock 
may have wrought much damage to 
harbor installations, shipbuilding 
yards and vessels moored along the 
quays jor riding at anchor nearby. 
This visitation of nature certainly 
comes at a most untimely moment 
for the Japanese war effort, now 

stretched to its maximum. 

Preparing for Occupation 
In a series of radio broadcasts 

made up largely of plainly worded 
proclamations by General Eisen- 
hower. the \llied Military Govern- 
ment has begun to tell the German 

populace exactly what to expect and 
do as our armies occupy more and 
more of the fatherland. The broad- 
casts, which will continue five times 
daily for at least another week, have 
already covered such subjects as the 
character of AMG rule and the pro- 
cedure to be followed by workers in 
plants under attack. They have also 
warned the people that if they wish 
to avoid severe suffering and eco- 

nomic collapse, they must oppose the 
Nazi scorched earth policy as much 
as possible. 

These formal instructions and ad- 
monitions constitute a timely and 
essential preparation for the day 
when all of the Reich will be oc- 

cupied. For the problem of govern- 
ing the Germans—difficult as it is 
bound to be—would be more difficult 
still if there were no such effort made 
in advance to educate them to the 
AMG’s program. Germany of 1944 is 
not the Germany of 1918. There is 
not now, as there was thep, a Berlin 
government willing to surrender in 
face of overwhelming defeat. Instead, 
there is a hierarchy of desperate men 

intent upon prolonging the struggle 
as much as they can in order to delay 
their personal doom, and it is quite 
possible, in the circumstances, that 
these men—the ruling regime—will 
never surrender but will go into hid- 
ing somewhere or take to the moun- 

tains for a last-ditch stand. 
In other words, there may never 

be any formal country-wide laying 
down of arms in Germany on a cer- 

tain day at a certain hour. Resistance 
may have to be broken in piecemeal 
fashion. The present Berlin govern- 
ment may simply vanish into the 
hills, and since the Reichstag if a 
mere fiction as a parliament, there 

may be no German, authority avail- 
able to act. Thus, as Prime Minister 
Churchill suggested not long ago, the 
victorious.Allies, with only guerrilla 
bands remaining to be mopped up, 
may be obliged to choose a date of 
their own to mark the end of the 
war, since there may be no way of 
effecting a national capitulation as 
in 1918. This historically novel pos- 

j sibility may so complicate the task 
of occupation that the AMG’s edu- 
cational broadcasts to the populace 
seem very well advised. 

Mr. Churchill's Statement 
The vote of confidence which 

Prime Minister Churchill has re- 
ceived in the House of Commons, 
although somewhat clouded by ab- 
stentions, .amounts to an overwhelm- 
ing indorsement of a policy in lib- 
erated and conquered areas which 
he has defined with the utmost 
clarity and candor. 

In Belgium, a theater where the 
maintenance of order is essential to 
the Allied offensive, British troops 
have thwarted an attempt by armed 

| left-wingers to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. They did that in line with 
a policy laid down by General Eisen- 
hower, and Mr. Churchill told the 
House of Commons that he proposes 
to adhere to that policy. 

In Italy the picture is somewhat 
different. A war is still being fought 
there, and Mr. Churchill expresses 
some concern for the Allied lines of 
communication from Naples to the 
north. There is no armed revolt in 

i progress in Italy, however, and the 
| Italian controversy stems entirely 

from British opposition to the sug- 
gested installation of Count Sforza 
as Foreign Minister. In response to 
Italian inquiries, the British replied 

; that they did not think Sforza would 
be “a particularly good choice.” Mr. 
Churchill denies that Britain’s 
“veto” of Count Sforza amounted to 
more than that, but he makes it 
clear that he does not regard Sforza 
as a “true and trustworthy man,” 
and that he would not put “the 
slightest confidence” in any govern- 
ment in which he was a dominating 
member. 

ine prime Minister turned then to 
the tragic spectacle of Greece, where 
bloody civil war is in full swing. The 
decision for British occupation of the 
Athens area was made at the Quebec 
conference with President Roose- 
velt, and, with other things, the com- 
mitment was to pave the way for 
the "establishment of law and order 
and the installment of the Greek 
government which we and the great 
bulk of the United Nations had for- 
mally recognized.” 

In that process, however, the Brit- 
ish soon came into collision with the 
armed forces of ELAS, principal 
Greek resistance group, which at- 
tacked the capital city of Athens for 
reasons which seem to vary*,with the 
sympathies of those who ttpdertake 
to state them. Mr. Churchill is un- 

willing to “stigmatize” ELAS as a 

whole, but he makes no secret of his 
belief that its dominating elements 
are striving to seize control of Greece 
by force of arms, and that, he says, 
is something that Britain will not 
permit. “I repudiate the idea,” he 
declared, "that democracy can stand 
upon the violent seizure of power by 
unrepresentative men or by terror- 
ism and the killing of political op- 
ponents.” A free election will be 
held in Greece when it can be held 
freely, Mr. Churchill said, and not 
before. 

That, in brief, is Mr. Churchill's 
position, not the least of its virtues 
being that no one can misunderstand I 
it. In contrast, our own position is 
unclear. We seemingly have enun- 
ciated certain principles, but the 
State Department, by employing 
cryptic language and declining to 
elaborate, has left them susceptible j 
of varying interpretations. We have ! 
rebuked the British for their stand 
on Count Sforza. Does that mean ! 
that we challenge their right to ex- 

press an opinion in response to an 

inquiry as to their attitude concern- 

ing a prospective top official in a 
conquered country? By quoting one 
sentence and omitting another ! 
equally significant sentence from Mr. j 
Churchill's statement of December 
5, the State Department apparently 
has taken a stand against Britain’s 
policies in Greece. Does that mean 
that we would let the Greeks fight it I 
out among themselves, conceding the i 
right to rule to the faction which ! 
happens to have the most guns and 
the best organization? 

These and similar questions are 
not answered by anything that our 
State Department has said. Leaving 
a forty-minute conference with Sec- 
retary of State Stettinius following 
Mr. Churchill’s statement to Par- 
liament, however, Lord Halifax, the 
British Ambassador, announced that 
the United States and Britain have 
“achieved understanding” on the 
Greek and Italian political issues. 
That, too, is ambiguous. It implies 
that something less than agreement 
has been reached, but if it means 
that the two governments under- 
stand one another’s point of view, 
that is a distinct gain, even at this 
rather late date. A great deal of ! 
confusion might have been avoided, 
and the seeds of future trouble would 
not have been planted, had the 
understanding been achieved sooner. 

New Postal Notes 
Postmaster General Frank C. 

Walker has announced an innova- 
tion in postal service which the 
public at first may not appreciate. 
Beginning on January 1, a new 

system of money-order transmission 
will go into effect. Postal notes of 
eleven different denominations are 
to be available in more than fifteen 
hundred first-class post offices. There 
also will be offered for sale and use 
a series of eighteen stamps ranging 
in value from one to ninety cents. 

If. a. person wishes to send, say, 
$2.93 by mail, he will go to a money 

order window and ask the clerk on 

duty for a postal note and stamps 
In that amount. The clerk will affix 
a 90c stamp and a 3c stamp to a 

$2 postal note apd exchange the 
postal note thus enhanced for $2.93 
in currency and coins. Mr. Walker 
explains: “There are no applications 
for the purchaser to fill out, no 

writing to be done by the clerk. 
The purchaser leaves the window, 
writes in the name of the payee on 

the note, detaches his record stub 
on which he records the payee’s 
name, and mails the postal note.” 

A uniform handling charge of five 
cents will be asked for each postal 
note supplied. The amount of money 
which may be transmitted in a single 
note is limited to ten dollars, but 
there is no restriction on the number 
of notes that a purchaser may buy. 

Every such development naturally 
is subject to the test of practicability. 
The new scheme will be successful 
in the ratio of the public’s acceptance 
of it. Mr. Walker believes the people 
commonly will “take to” the novelty 
promptly and enthusiastically. Prob- 
ably, he is right. If not, the old 
traditional blue money order for 
which a written application must be 
made and which must be filled in by 
a clerk still will be sold. 

——. 

Omen on Leyte 
Bad weather and the doggedness 

of the Japanese must still be reck- 
oned with, but the spectacular land- 
ing of the American 77th Infantry 
Division just south of Ormoc makes 
it seem even more probable than 
possible that all of Leyte Island will 
soon be in our hands. 

The landing — which required a 

large-scale movement through Suri- 
gao Strait up the west coast of the 
island and which involved a great 
sea-and-air engagement in which 
the Japanese lost a 13-ship convoy, 
perhaps as many as 4.000 troops and 
scores of planes—has apparently put 
General MacArthur’s drive into high 
gear and prepared the way for the 
final smash. Carried out at relatively 
little cost, it has placed a full division 
in the rear of the enemy and in 
a position to take his main supply 
port. Meanwhile, frontally, six other 
American divisions continue their 
steady pressure, and reports from 
the front strongly suggest that the ! 
battle is not likely to last much ! 
longer if the weather grows no worse 
than it is. 

General MacArthur’s communique 
emphasizes the significance of the 
landing near Ormoc by declaring 
that “by this maneuver we have 
seized the center of the Yamashita 
line from the rear and have split the 
enemy’s forces in two, isolating those 
in the valley to the north from those 
along the coast to the south. Both 
segments are now caught between 
our columns which are pressing in 
from all fronts.” Dispatches indicate 
that at least 25.000 Japanese troops 
are thus trapped, and since our 77th 
Division is moving on the port of 
Ormoc—if not already there—there 
seems little chance that they can 
either escape or receive substantial 
reinforcements. 

Assuming that all goes well from 
this point on, General MaCArthur, 
once this strategically important 
island in the Central Philippines is 
fully controlled, may be expected to 
launch new landings elsewhere— ! 
perhaps on Luzon. The Japanese do 
not have to look at their earthquake 1 

and tidal wave for discouraging 
omens; they have found more than 
enough black ones already, wherever 
they have come in contact with our 
forces in the Pacific—not least of all 
on Leyte. 

Pie for Breakfast 
There have been major and minor 

conferences on foods and nutrition. 
The subject is important enough for 
nations to get together and consider 
in an atmosphere of some secrecy. 
At least, the press could not attend 
the sessions and see what the ex- 

perts ate for breakfast, luncheon 
and dinner. Not so long ago we 
heard much about the undernour- 
ished third. Recent sessions of 
groups interested in the subject 
claim we are still a nation of bad 
food habits. The American Dietetic 
Association, at its meeting in Chi- 
cago, was concerned that the dele- 
terious habits of the low thirties are 1 

continuing in the rampant forties. 
There is one point that needs con- j sideration. The countryman claims 

we have been going downhill ever 
since the wholesome, hearty practice I 
of eating pie for breakfast was aban- 
doned. There are some facts of 
evidence to support this view. When 
folks called breakfast a meal instead 
of a bite of toast and sip of coffee 
taken on the run they took time to j 
stoke up with fuel for the day’s 
efforts. A good wedge of pie was a 
natural way to finish the meal along 
with a second or third cup of java. 
And, as the countryman says, when 
the world believed that breakfast 
was entitled to a dessert we were 
not troubled by world wars, robot 
bombs and airplanes that dropped 
ten tons of explosives. 

What this country needs is a 
national three-times-a-day pie as- 
sociation. There are bound to be 
some schisms and denominational 
differences. If a man believes a 
piece of juicy, cinnamon-flavored, 
deep-dish apple pie is the right 
thing, he is going to fight the mis- 
guided individual who insists that 
raisin, squash, pumpkin, mince, 
custard, chocolate, lemon, cranberry, 
vinegar or caramel is better for 
starting the day. But arguments 
are bound to arise in a democracy. 
The thing that is important is— 
more people should know the matu- 
tinal pleasure of a piece of pie. 

General Yamashita announces 
that he expects to ask unconditional 
surrended from MacArthur. A good 
time to do it would be right now, 
while he can stiH talk. 

Mr. Stettinius Looks 
Hopefully to Future 

Solution of Major Problems Seen 
Within Hull Principles 

By Joseph H. Baird. 
After taking his oath of office as 

America's new Secretary of State, the 
first official act of Edward R. Stettinius, 
jr„ was to issue a statement saying that 
he would do “my utmost” to follow the 
"high principles” of his veteran pre- 
decessor, Cordell Hull. So any forecast 
of Mr. Stettinius’ future policies would 
follow the broad lines marked out dur- 
ing the past 12 years by the man into 
whose office he nas stepped. 

But the term “high principles” is not 
Synonomous with "policies,” used in the 
concrete sense. So the practical means 

employed by the 44-year-old Virginian 
to follow the “high principles” of the 
73-year-old Tennessean may be quite 
different from those that would have 
been used by Mr. Hull. The former 
Secretary was slow-moving and per- 
suasive. His successor is quick, dynamic, 
a disciple of aggressive action. 

Mr. Hull’s legacy to Mr. Stettinius in 
the office of Secretary of State is three 
Immediate problems of major import- 
ance, not to mention- a host of long- 
term ones. The trio of constructive 
tasks to which the new Secretary must 
devote his mind today are: 

1. An agreement among the “big 
three" powers on the points left at issue 
in the Dumbarton Oaks security plan 
and, after that, the organization of the 
full-dress United Nations conference to 
translate that plan into an effective 
organization. 

2. Solution of the Argentine problem 
in such a manner as to stamp out the 
seeds of Fascism in Latin America with- 
out. in so doing, disrupting the unity 
so carefully nurtured by Mr. Hull. 

3. To maintain a cordial relationship 
and a spirit of mutual trust between 
the United States and Russia, despite 
areas of incipient political conflict. 

Mr. Stettinius, who headed the Amer- 
ican delegation at the Dumbarton Oaks 
conference, is known to feel encouraged 
over the prospect of a fairly prompt 
agreement among the United States, 
Great Britain and Russia on the security 
plan. 

* • * • 

China, as one of the framers, must 
be consulted, too. But the Chinese last 
summer showed a disposition to fall in 
line readily with any reasonable plan of 
international organization adopted by 
the 'Western powers. 

Of the three issues left open at Dum- 
barton Oaks, by far the most important 
and delicate wTas whether a member of 
the security council should be permitted 
to vote on a dispute, involving the pos- 
sible use of sanctions, to which it was 
a party. Russia, according to reports, 
insisted that it should, while the United 
States and Great Britain took a con- 

trary position. Other questions concern 

tne liquidation of the present League 
of Nations and the disposition of its 
mandates, and the organization of a 

world court. 
It has now been rather definitely de- 

cided that there will not be another 
Roosevelt-Churchill-Stalin meeting in 
time to work out these issues. So the 
immediate question is whether they shall 
be resolved by a conference of the for- 
eign ministers of the "big three” or by 
exchanges of views through diplomatic 
channels. It is expected that the Issues 
at stake will be cleared up in time to 
sehd out invitations for a full United 
Nations conference to convene around 
February 1. although the schedule is 
still flexible. 

Mr. Stettinius, according to sources 
close to him. may be expected to follow 
Mr. Hull s policy of not recognizing the 
pro-Fascist regime of Gen. Edelmiro 
Farrell in Buenos Aires unless there is 
a radical change in its personnel or po- 
litical orientation. Such changes might 
involve, for instance, the stopping of 
economic assistance to Axis firms in Ar- 
gentina, cessation of press attacks on 
the United Nations and the making of 
definite arrangements for free elections. 

However, the new Secretary’ is not 
expected to take any immediate action 
toward the Farrell regime along the line 
of the mild economic sanctions imposed 
last summer. His policy, at least tem- 
porarily, will be to wait and see. 

Probably his attitude is affected by 
various reports now reaching Washing- 
ton pointing toward the probability that 
the Argentine people themselves may 
work out their own problem. Certainly 
the State Department should prefer 
this solution. 

* a ^ 

There are many indications that the 
underground movement in Argentina 
against Gen. Farrell and the “colonel’s 
clique” is growing in scope and intensity. 
As the United Nations move closer to 
victory in both Europe and Asia, there 
is a growing fear among the Argen- 
tinians of being found at the end of the 
war in the role of friend to the defeated 
Axis. This may result in such Intense 
domestic opposition to Gen. Farrell and 
his cabinet that either they will alter 
their pro-Axis policies radically or else 
step aside to make room for a pro- 
United Nations government. 

The new Secretary is known to be far 
more optimistic than some men high in 
the Government over the possibility of 
cordial relations with Russia, despite 
the failure of the Dumbarton Oaks Con- 
ference last summer to reach complete 
agreement and the recent refusal of the 
Soviet Union to take part in the Civil 
Aviation Conference in Chicago. Sources 
close to Mr. Stettinius describe him as 

hopefully expectant that the security 
issue as well as the thorny Polish ques- 
tion and the differences between Moscow 
and the Anglo-American powers over 
Iranian oil can be worked out in time 
by patient negotiations. 

One factor said to encourage Mr. 
Stettinius in that belief is the cordial 
relationship which has grown up be- 
tween President Roosevelt and Premier 
Stalin, which began in Teheran last 
year and has been fostered by frequent 
correspondence since then. The Rus- 
sian and American leader still expect 
another personal conference, although 
military reasons have caused a delay. 

Fearful? 
From the St. Louie Poet Dispatch. 

The decisions of Secretaries Stimson 
and Forrestal to forget Pearl Harbor— 
for all practical purposes—cannot but 
arouse the suspicion that officials of the 
Army and Navy are afraid of what a 
trial would disclose. Pearl Harbor must 
be remembered until the sentries who 
slept at their posts—no matter how ex- 
alted their posts—are dragged from 
behind the screen of secrecy and dealt. 
with publicly and in justice. 

For Bible Sunday 
By the Rev. Peter Marshall, D. D„ 

Pastor of New York Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
Ever since the Holy Scriptures were 

made Available to people in their 
own language, the Bible has been the 
best seller among books. But it is 
one thing to own a Bible and quite 
another thing to possess it. The 
American Bible Society has provided 
a schedule of selected passages from 
the Bible for Nation-wide Bible read- 
ing from Thanksgiving* Day to 
Christmas, and doubtless in millions 
of American homes and wherever 
our fighting men are, the Bible will 
be read. But there is a more basic 
matter than reading the Bible, and 
that is believing what we read. 

Many young people in uniform are 
now reading the Gospels for the first 
time. New experiences have given 
them new concerns. It is not only 
the imminence of death for so many 
of them, but the need for the sup- 
ports of true faith that has turned 
their attention to the Word of God. 
We know that donning a uniform 
does not make a man or a woman 
religious. In fact, there are experi- 
ences that come to men and women 
in the service of their country that 
might tend to make them irreligious. 

Some of them read eagerly with all 
the curiosity and interest of one 
learning the rules of a new game, 
and it is to be hoped that they are 
led to an understanding of the con- 

ditions upon which God’s blessings 
may be obtained. Others read duti- 
fully, with a feeling that some di- 
vine protection may be thrown 
around them, with the GI Testament 
as a sort of divine rabbit’s foot. 

We pray that true faith might be 
born as the Scriptures are opened 
and read. It is not enough to read 
the Sermon on the Mount, for ex- 

ample, and admire its ethic, which 
is, by all odds, the highest ethic ever 

put into words, the wisest and most 

profound words ever uttered. Any 
reasonable person will admit that. 
The important thing is to believe it 
and to do something about it—to live 
it, by God's help. That is what 
matters eternally. 

The reader must consider who this 
was who spoke as no other ever had 
spoken. He did speak, Indeed, “as 
one having authority.” He called 
Himself the Son of God. He said 

quite plainly, “No man cometh unto 
the Father but by Me.” Eternal life 
ia God’s gift to all who will believe 
in Jesus Christ and follow His teach- 
ings, while to reject Him is to be lost. 

Now, either He was a fraud, the 
most cruel hoax in all history, or He 
was insane, or He was in very truth 
what and who He claimed to be. No 
one ever has believed that Jesus of 
Nazareth was insane, for His teach- 
ings reveal a moral sanity and un- 

derstanding of man and life in gen- 
eral. unsurpassed in all literature. 
He was not a fraud, for "He went 
about doing good, and the common 

people heard Him gladly.” He sought 
nothing for Himself, never once 
used His power to His own advan- 
tage—always to help others. 

He must have been more than a 

man. No one can read His words 
and His works without being con- 
vinced that He was unique. If Christ 
was, and is, what He claimed to be, 
then surely nothing matters more in 
this life than to know Him and to 
follow Him. In this Christian coun- 
try the one book which can tell us 

about God and about His Son, our 
Lord, which sells better than any 
other book, is a closed book with so 

many people. The Bible has sur- 

vived the fiery opposition of the in- 
fidel; it has survived the efforts of 
the unbelievers to destroy it, and it 
has survived the neglect of its 
friends. But will its friends, they 
who profess to accept it as the word 
of God, survive their neglect of it? 

Abraham Lincoln said of the Bible: 
“Accept all you can by reason and 
the rest by faith and you will live 
and die a better man.” The Bible 
needs to be circulated, because it is 
the word of God. It needs to be i 
read because it is the only infallible 
rule for faith and practice. But, 
most of all, it needs to be believed, 
since it teaches principally what 
man is to believe concerning God and 
what duty God requires of man. 

Do you have a Bible? Do you read 
it? Do you believe it? Do you live 
by it? 

Not until Americans answer these 
questions affirmatively will America 
truly become “God's own country.” 

Capital Sidelights 
By Will P. Kennedy. 

Of course, it will not happen this 
time, but twice, within the memory 
of Capitol veterans, the Republicans 
came through with a majority in con- 

gressional elections, only to have the 
Democrats organize the succeeding 
Congresses—in the Sixty-fifth Congress 
when Champ Clark was elected Speaker 
and in the Seventy-second Congress 
when John N. Garner was elected 
Speaker. 

After the November elections, before 
the Sixty-fifth Congress came in in 
1917, the score stood 216 Republicans 
and 210 Democrats. On April 2, 1917, 
when the election of Speaker was held 
there were 428 votes cast, of which Mr. 
Clark received 217; James R. Mann 
(Republican. Illinois). 205; Irvine L. 
Lenroot, Wis., later Senator, 2 votes, 
and Frederick H. Gillett (Republican, 
Massachusetts), later Speaker and Sen- 
ator, 2 votes. Two voted “present.” 
The swing to Clark was by members 
with various “other party” affiliations. 
Randall, California. Prohibition; Mar- 
tin, Louisiana, Progressive Protection- 
ist; Schall. Minnesota. Progressive; 
London. New York, Socialist; Kelly, 
Pennsylvania, independent, and May, 
Utah, Prohibitionist—all voted for 
Champ Clark. Fuller. Massachusetts, in- 
dependent, voted with Gardner, Massa- 
chusetts, Republican, for Lenroot, and 
Dallinger. Massachusetts, and Gray, New 
Jersey, both Republicans, voted for 
Mr. Gillett. Two Republicans—Haskell, 
New York, and James, Michigan—an- 
swered “present” on the roll call. Three 
Democrats had died in the interim, 
Tribble, Georgia; Conroy, New York, 
and Finley, South Carolina. Two of 
them had been replaced by Brand, 
Georgia, and Stevenson, South Carolina. 
One Republican had died, Sulloway, 
New Hampshire, and his seat was 

vacant. Representative O. D. Bleakly 
(Republican, Pennsylvania), resigned 
the following day, after serving less 
than a month. 

After the election for the Seventy- 
second Congress, the score stood—Re- 
publicans, 220; Democrats, 214. But 
between the election on November 4, 
1930, and the election of “Jack” Garner 
as Speaker, December 7, 1931, there had 
been 14 deaths, including Nicholas 
Longworth of Ohio, who had been 
Speaker. He and Garner had been 
close friends. When the House voted 
on the speakership, there were 433 votes 
cast, of which Gamer received 218, 
Bertrand H. Snell, 207, and George J. 
Schneider (Republican, Wisconsin), 5, 
with the three contestants themselves 
voting “present.” The five voting for 
Mr. Schneider represented the Progres- 
sive and Farm-Labor leanings—Amlie, 
Wisconsin; Kvale, Minnesota; Peavy, 
Withrow and Kading, Wisconsin. But 
Speaker Garner was elected Vice Presi- 
dent on November 8, 1932, and re- 
signed from the House, but not until 
he had achieved the unique distinc- 
tion of presiding on the same calendar 
day, March 4, 1933, in both House 
and Senate. His final service in the 
House, however, was on the “legislative 
day of March 3,” when the House 
resumed its session (after a few hours’ 
recess) at 10 am... March ,4, and then, 
adjourning sine die at 11:21 am. to 
attend the first inaugural of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Mr. Gamer presided that 
day in the Senate as Vice President. 

It was on March 9, 1933, that Henry 
Rainey, Illinois, was elected Speaker to 
succeed Mr. Gamer, who had resigned 
as of (legislative day) March 3. Out 
of 418 votes cast, Rainey received 302, 
Snell, 110, and Kvale, Progressive, 5. 

* * * * 

David Chambers, bom in Pennsyl- 
vania, who served in the Seventeenth 
Congress from Ohio, had been a confi- 
dential express rider for President Wash- 
ington during the Whisky Rebellion in 
1794, at the age of 14. He learned the art 
of printing, established a paper at Zanes- 
ville, Ohio; became State printer and 
was volunteer aide-de-camp to Gen. Cass 
in the War of 1812. Later, be was a 
member of the State House of Repre- 
sentatives (1814-1842); clerk of the State 
Senate, clerk of the Court of Common 
Pleas, affiliated with the Whig party, 
served in the State Senate and was its 
president in 1844. 

Fifty Years Ago 
A special dispatch\o The Star for De- 

cember 1, 1894, told in great detail the 
story of the last days 

Revolutionist Gf Otto Weibler. “an 

and Miser 0,d German bachelor” 
who literally perished 

of self-imposed starvation in a sod cabin 
on Painter Creek, near Oberlin, Kans.. 
“a few days ago.” His only friend was 
an orphan girl. Margaret, whom, it was 

explained, he had adopted while en- 

gaged in the coal industry in Pennsyl- 
vania some years earlier. To her in his 
last hours he revealed a hoard of gold, 
silver and currency amounting to $51,620, 
which he had accumulated by gruelling 
thrift and bitter sacrifice. But the 
miser once, in his youth, had been an 

idealist, living and striving for others. 
The record reproduced in his obituary 
showed that he was a veteran of the 
revolution of 1848. a friend and com- 
rade of the famous Carl Schurz, a man 
who had fought Prussianism at a time 
when few others were conscious of its 
menace to the whole wide world. What 
the reason for the strange change in his 
character may have been was anybody's 
guess five decades ago—and still remains 
so today. 

* * * * 

The Star of December 2. 1894, reported 
“a very satisfactory first rehearsal" of an 

organization which, in a 
Orchestra sense, was a forerunner 

of the National Sym- 
phony company of the 

present time. It was known as the Wa*-’.- 
ington string Orchestra, and its educ- 
tor was Ernst eLnt Other pe'»ns asso- 
ciated with the effort to p- jvide classic 
music to audiences in the Nation's Capi- 
tal were: Belle Cannon. Jeanette Baum, 
Belle Gary, Augusta M. Swan, Florence 
Morrill, Catherine '/jradford, Robert 
Steams. Lee Crandvll, Daisy Hickox, 
Maud Small. Louise Carson. Anna 
Davidge. Minnie Sch <tt. Sara Wall. Anna 
Endicott, Daisy Dyt r. Mary Clements, 
Phebe Holmes, Ms-y Crook, Esther 
Smiih, Florelle Eds >n. Paul Finckel. 
Howard Boyle. Willie Holcomb. Walter 

I Blount, Julius Ulke, Will Mason. Brooke 
Amiss, C. E. Alden, Paul r<shbaugh. 
Clarence Hellen, J. M* Gatti. Aide. and 
Ben Isemann. The group practice4 

; Handl's "Largo” and two Norwegian 
melodies by Grieg. 

* * * * 

Those readers who imagine that the 
New Deal "invented" legislation 10 

provide for the control 
Pioneer of the railways, to pre- 

Reformer vent interruptions of 
interstate commerce by 

strikes, to secure bank depositors against 
loss and to relieve persons “who have 

! lost their homes by reason of misfortune 
for which they are not responsible” are 

referred to The Star of December 4, 
1894. where it is recorded that Senator 
William Alfred Pefler, Populist, of 
Kansas, “today introduced a number of 
bills” aimed at achieving those reforms. 
His bills, naturally, did not pass. He 
was half a century, more or less, “ahead 
of a trend,” and not very many of his 
colleagues on Capitol Hill agreed with 
him. 

* * * * 

In The Star for December 5, 1894, 
Woodward & Lothrop notified the 

public: “Our book store. 
Literature in the basement of the 

for Sole Eleventh street building. 
contains what we believe 

to be the choicest collection of stand- 
ard books ever shown in this city. 
Neither pains or expense have been 
spared to get everything that anybody- 
wants. Consequently, we are enabled 
to show every kind of book suitable for 
a Christmas present from the least 
expensive to the most elaborate edi- 
tions.” Works by James Whitcomb 
Riley,. Eugene Field, Frank Stanton and 
Ella Wheeler Wilcox were mentioned 
by name. Bibles were advertised at 
from 50 cents to $15. 

* * * * 

One of the achievements for which 
King Edward VII is remembered is 

that of his efforts to 
Not establish friendly re- 

Understood lotions between Eng- 
land and Muscovy, but 

those efforts were not comprehended 
at the time. For instance. The Star 
of December $, 1894, carried a cable 
from London indicating that letters 
had been spearing in the newspapers 

Lease-Lend Theory 
Changing in Practice 

Writer Sees Great Credits to 
Allies a Postwar Probability 

By Owen 1. Scott. 
The ^prospect now is that lease-lend 

aid given by the United States In large 
part to the British Empire and Russia 
will total $50,000,000,000 before the pres- 
ent wars end. That will represent a 

volume of aid about 10 times the size 
of the loans of the last war. This will 
be in addition to about $250,000,000,000 
to be spent directly on the American 
war effort. 

Lease-lend is to undergo a change in 
basic theory after the German war ends. 
Originally this form of aid was designed 
to supplement the effort of nations 
fighting Germany and Japan after those 
nations had strained all of their own 
resources to the limit. Lease-lend as- 

sumed as its first condition that the 
nation receiving aid should be devoting 
every energy to war. 

Now, however, this same machinery 
is to be used to help other nations shift 
back to a peace basis. It now is agreed 
that after the German w^ar ends, the 
United States will continue to supply 
aid to the United Kingdom and to some 
other nations of the British Empire. 
This aid in the form of food and of 
difect munitions of war will be given 
in order to permit the British to start 
shifting their industry from a war to 
a peace basis in step with the indus- 
try of the United States. 

Without lease-lend help in this period 
Britain either w'ould need to continue 
to devote its energies almost wholly to 
war or would.be unable to participate 
on a large'scale in the war against 
Japan. The British already are wor- 
ried by the prospect that American in- 
dustry will gain a head start in recon- 

verting to peace and will capture export 
markets that British industry needs. 
Lease-lend will tend to equalize this sit- 
uation by enabling Britain to reduce its 
war production and its war spending 
after the German war ends and to re- 
turn to peacetime activity in step with 
this country. 

* ilr U, 

The same altered theory of lease- 
lend later can be applied to Russia, if 
Josef Stalin decides to join up In the 
war against Japan, If he does join up, 
then this country will be able to supply 
Russia with war equipment while Rus- 
sian industry starts to shift back to 
peeacetime production. The net effect 
of all of this will be to delay some- 
what the reconversion of American in- 
dustry from a war to a peace basis. It 
also will be to add somewhat to the 
dollar cost of the war for this country 
while reducing those costs somewhat 
for other nations. These dollar costs, 
however, will be expected to be made 
up many times over in the saving of 
lives that will result from large-scale 
British and Russian help in the Japa- 
nese war. 

A change in the theory of lease-lend 
is being justified, too. on the ground 
that it will permit Great Britain to 
re-establish herself on a stable basis 
much earlier than otherwise would be 
the case. The British now' are so fully 
converted to w'ar and have made such 
sacrifices of assets during the war that 
they would have great difficulty recon- 
verting without aid from this country. 

All of this leads up to the question 
of eventual payment for lease-lend aid. 

This question apparently is to be 
answered by the working of a rather 
simple formula. This formula is likely 
to call for the United States to write 
off, without any consideration of repay- 
ment, all munitions of war that ha-.e 
been used up and all food, trucks and 
other items that have been consumed 
or destroyed during war. On this basis, 
probably 75 per cent of a *50.000.000.000 
lease-lend contribution can be written 
off the books 

mere is another category of aid, how- 
ever, that is to have permanent value 
to u> nations receiving it, Britain, 
for instance. l.~« received machine tools 
of great value. Sri* received ma- 

chinery of many kinds and meu.1 ::.d 
great stores of oil Russia has received 
whole industrial plants. She has re- 
ceived very great numbers of trucks 
and many other types of equipment. 
The value of this type of lease-lend 
goods may reach $8,000,000,000 before 
the war ends. The prevailing idea is 
that some modest payment might be 
made in return for American goods 
that will have a peacetime value. 

When accounts finally are settled on a 

$50,000,000,000 lease-lend operation this 
country may get a commitment to pay 
$2,000,000,000 or $3 000,000,000 over a long 
period of years. There is some slight 
doubt, however, about that because of 
t*'" difficulties of exchange that ara 
like.,- to prevail in the postwar period. 
As a -fault, it will not be surprising if 
the en.’re lease-lend effort will be 
charged u ■> as a war coSt for the United 
States. un.’ss the Government should 
decide to e tercise its right under the 
lease-lend ci ntracts to take back some 
of the goods ..ripped Title to all lease- 
lend equipmen- and other goods still is 
in the hands ot ‘his country-, so that It 
is in a position, if it wants. *> take back 
what is not paid for or usee up. Sur- 
pluses in this country will bt so large 
that this right probably wil not be 
exercised. 

* * * * 

At the same time, plans new are 
being laid for very large forelg,. 'nans 
to be made by the United States after 
war ends. These plan* call for loans 
of from $5,000,000,00* to $10,000,000,000 
a year, if Congres» likes the Idea. Lease- 
lend is running at about $12,000,000,000 
a year and there will be quite a shock, 
after both wars end, if lease-lend ends 
abruptly without a new plan of loans 
to take its place in order to keep the 
goods flowing. If loans are on a long- 
term basis, the question of repayment 
can be delayed for 15 or 20 years. 

There is beginning to be some ques- 
tion, however, about how enthusiastic 
American taxpayers and voters will be 
about large new foreign loans after the 
wars end and after it is clear that lease- 
lend is not to Involve much more return 
on the loans and leases than the return 
from war loans in the last war. 

urging a warm reception to the heir 
of the throne on his return from 
abroad “in recognition of his impor- 
tant work in furthering the Anglo- 
Russian entente” but “when the Prince 
of Wales and the Duke of York ar- 
rived • • • at noon today, the Duke of 
Saxe Coburg-Gotha, the Duke of Cam- 
bridge and a few others composed the 
‘throng’ assembled to greet the Prince” 
Outside the station, it was -conceded, 
a large crowd had gathered, but “the 
royal travelers were only feebly cheered.” 


