
“Road,” dry point in color, by Mortimer Borne, included in the exhibition at the Division 
of Graphic Arts, United States National Museum, Smithsonian Building. 

The Art World 
Exhibition of Mortimer Borne’s Dry 
Points in Color at National Museum 

By Leila Mechlin. 
The Division of Graphic Arts of 

the National Museum is showing in 
its small gallery in the Smithsonian 
Building a collection of dry points 
in color by Mortimer Borne of 
Brooklyn, New York, which are 
unique and very interesting, espe- 
cially to print makers and collectors. 

As early as the 17th century ex- 
periments were made in color print- 
ing from intaglio plates—meaning 
those in which the design is cut be- 
low the surface as for instance etch- 
ings and engravings. In most in- 
stances, however, the early experi- 
menters used only one plate whereas 
Mr. Borne uses three—some times 
four—one for each of the primary 
colors and occasionally also black. 
His first step is to cut his plates— 
all three in identical design. The 
medium employed is dry point be- 
cause of the freedom allowed and 
flexibility. From first to last he 
keeps the final result in mind mov- 
ing slowly, but persistently, toward 
his original conception. He de- 
scribes his method as follows: 

“On the first plate I cut the lines 
that are to appear yellow and those 
that combine with blue or red or 
both. On the second plate I cut 
those lines that are to appear red 
and those that combine with yellow 
or blue or both. On the third plate 
I cut lines that are to appear blue, 
and those that combine with yellow 
or red. The three plates are inked, 
each with its separate color, and 
printed successively on one sheet 
of paper to obtain the finished 
print." 
Resemble Paintings 

Quite naturally the effect pro- 
duced is more that of a painting 
than a print, for the lines which 
provide structural strength prac- 
tically disappear as one color over- 
lays another. For this reason it is 
difficult to reproduce these prints 
through photographic process the 
color then being lost and the lines 
appearing — or reappearing — with 
undue emphasis. It is the subtle 
adjustment of color values which 
gives these prints their particular 
interest and charm. 

Mortimer Borne is a native of 
Poland, but a naturalized citizen of 
the United States. He studied art 
at the Academy of Design in New 
York and is a member of the So- 
ciety of American Etchers, with 
which he has exhibited regularly. 
An exhibition of his dry point in 
color was held last spring in the 
New York Public Library. 
Choice of Subject 

The subjects that Mr. Borne has 
chosen for his prints have been 
found in many places—placed where 
he chanced to be it would seem— 
the seaside, on inland lakes, in town 
and country—portraits, still life, 
people in groups and apparently 
unconscious of the artist's presence. 
All are factual but relevent of the 
print maker. 

By way of demonstration Mr. 
Borne has included in his exhibition 
a plate in process—one printed in 
yellow ink, one in blue and one in 
red, with the finished product. In 
this there is a suggestion of the 
influence of Cezanne, and in other 
plates there is intimation of influ- 
ences of even more radical nature. 
But even so this print maker is as 
a rule frankly himself. His little 
portraits are excellent, his manipu- 
lation of blues exceptionally notable. 
That the process employed is diffi- 
cult goes without saying and one 
may be inclined to ask why, if these 
prints look like paintings, should 
they not be painted? The answer, 
of course, is that the artist has 
chosen this medium that he em- 

ploys so well for himself as best 
fitted to express his desires. This is 
fortunate and true of all avenues to 
art—otherwise all art would be of 
the same character—utterly monot- 
onous. In but rare instances does 
Mr. Borne seem to have carried his 
experiments too far. The exhibition 
continues until December 17, 

Print Makers 
Of America 

Despite the war the print makers 
of this country keep up the good 
work of encouraging both produc- 
tion and patronage in many ways 
but especially through the publica- 
tion and issuance of yearly prints to 
subscribing—associate—members. 

t The Society of American Etchers 
has taken the lead in this field in 
the East its latest publication being 
an etching entitled “Stoney Pas- 

ture," the work of Luigi Lucioni 
done in Vermont and manifesting 
truly the beauty and charm of the 
Green Mountain State. Most re- 
cently the Print Makers of Califor- 
nia mailed to its lay members a 
most lovely aquatint, “Winter Se- 
renity,” by Harold L. Doolittle, illus- 
trating the duel majesty and inti- 
macy of scenery on our West Coast. 
Meanwhile, in midsummer the 
Friends of Contemporary Prints of 
the Marblehead Association of Art 
honored itself and its members by 
issuing an etching by Ernest David 
Roth entitled “Little Bridge, Char- 
tes”—of timely interest and ex- 
quisitely rendered. 

This same practice is followed by 
other similar organizations, such as 
the Southern Print Makers, the 
Wood Cut Society, the Chicago So- 
ciety of Etchers and, not to name 
all, the Miniature Print Makers, 
whose head office is now in Alex- 
andria. 

Associate membership in practic- 
ally all these organizations—except 
the first-named—is only $5 a year, 
including the gift print which is 
printed as a rule in limited editions. 
It was thus that Kerr Eby’s masterly 
etching, “Shadows,” was distributed 
by the SAE, the dues of which 
for associate members is only $10. 
There are few hobbies less expensive 
and more rewarding than that of 
collecting contemporary prints. It 
is in this field that the art of Amer- 
ica is finding its most true and vital 
expression at this time. The Na- 
tional Museum, the Corcoran Gal- 
lery and the Library of Congress 
are all lending valuable aid toward 
this end. 

Greenbelt Library 
Opens Exhibition 

An exhibition of paintings and 
lithographs by Benjamin Abramo- 
witz opened in the Public Library, 
Greenbelt, Md., on December 4, to 
continue to the 18th. Mr. Abramo- 
witz studied at the National Acad- 
emy in New York City where he 
formerly resided. He is now living 
in Greenbelt. This is the first ex- 
hibition of art held at the Greenbelt 
Library. If successful others will 
follow. The library is open on week- 
days—except Saturdays — from 9 
am. to 5 p.m, Also on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday evenings 
from 7 to 9 o’clock. 

| New Exhibitions | 
There are many exhibitions open- 

ing at this time, among which is the 
first pre-Christmas showing of the 
Brush and Palette Artists’ League 
of the Coast and Geodetic Survey 
which will open in the Commerce 
Building tomorrow and continue 
throughout the week. 

The Phillips Memorial Gallery 
will open its annual Christmas ex- 
hibition by artists of Washington, 
Baltimore and vicinity this after- 
noon. In addition at 5 o’clock a 
concert of chamber music will be 
given by a quartet from the United 
States Marine Band. 

At the Arts Club there will open 
this afternoon to continue through 
December portraits by Naomi Holt 
Silvls, a former pupil of the Cor- 
coran School, the Pennsylvania 
Academy and the San Diego Acad- 
emy, and of wood block prints in 
color by Werner Drewes, Louis 
Schanker and Carl Smith lent by 
the Museum of Modem Art, New 
York. 

The Whyte Gallery opened last 
Thursday, an exhibition of paint- 
ings in tempera and gouache by 
Dorothy Dehner, which can be seen 
throughout the month except for 
December 26 and 27, when the gal- 
lery will be closed. 

The 43d annual exhibition of the 
Pennsylvania Society of Miniature 
Painters will open next Thursday 
in the first-floor gallery of the Na- 
tional Collection of Pine Arts, Nat- 
ural History Building, United States 
National Museum, to be on view for 
one month. 

__ 

Paintings on View 
By A ugustus Tack 

Those who have had the pleasure 
of seeing the magnificent curtain 
designed and painted by Augustus 
Vincent Tack for the Lisner Audi- 
torium of George Washington Uni- 
versity will be interested to know 
that the preliminary studies are 
now included in an exhibition 
at the Century Association spon- 
sored by Mr. Duncan Phillips 
of this city. These are supple- 
mented by the loan of 10 or 12 large 
canvases in similar vein owned and 
lent by the Phillips Memorial Gal- 
lery. together with loans from other 
sources. There is much beauty in 
all of Mr. Tack’s paintings which, 
while completely abstract, when pur- 
posed as decorations, are a far cry 
from those by other painters speak- 
ing only the language of distortion 
and despair. The exhibition in New 
York will continue to January 8. 

Work of Spanish Artist on Exhibition 
At the Garesse Crosby Gallery 

By Florence S. Berryman 
Our country has a soothing effect 

on European artists now living 
here, as well as on other refugees. 
The latest demonstration in Wash- 
ington is the exhibition of paintings 
and graphic arts by Luis Quanta- 
nilla, which opens this afternoon at 
the Caresse Crosby Gallery, to re- 
main through December 29. This 
Spanish artist, who was introduced 
to the United States six years ago 
with an exhibition of his drawings 
of the Spanish Civil War (at the 
Museum of Modem Art, New York 
City), is now living in Connecticut. 
Presumably under the spell of rural 
New England, he is painting pas- 
torals. 

Senor Quintanilla was sent over 
here before the war to paint frescoes 
for the Spanish pavilion at the New 
York World’s Fair. He accomp- 
lished his work, but political turmoil 
in his own land and the outbreak of 
war made the completion of the 
Spanish project impossible. His 
huge frescoes of Spanish subjects, 
including soldiers of the revolution, 
intended for the pavilion, were 
shown in a comprehensive one-man 
exhibition of his work in November, 
1939, at the Associated American 
Artists’ Gallery, New York. 

Because of his opposition to 
Franco’s government, Senor Quin- 
tanilla suffered the destruction of 
his life’s work in his own country, 
partly by bombing and shellings, 
partly by Franco’s followers. 

The exhibition at Caresse Crosby’s 
Oallery comprises 12 large oil paint- 
ings, 6 drawings and as many dry- 
points. Most of the paintings were 
done in the past two years. Those 
dealing with New England country 
are the most appealing. Executed in 
fresh, rich colors, with a somewhat 
brownish tonality, in a medium key, 
these paintings tell of gently rolling 
landscape, stretching to distant 
hills, with neat frame houses and 
gardens, and plump cows. A few of 
these landscapes (one a backdrop 
for a turkey) appear to have been 
painted in an •impetuous, careless 
manner; and several still life paint- 
ings (especially “Washington 
Square”) give evidence of lack of 
regard for textures, which is disap- 
pointing, in view of the good design 
and color schemes. 

Two of the paintings are Spanish 
war landscapes and all of the prints 
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and ink drawings were done in 
Spain about 7 years ago. The dry- 
points are fine and soft in effect, 
affording something of a contrast 
to the subject matter, which is .oc- 
casionally grim ("Bombardment of 
Algeria”) and in some instances 
verges upon caricature (several 
street scenes in Madrid). The draw- 
ings in sepia ink depict various 
types of Spanish fighting men 
(soldiers from Andalusia, Castille 
and other provinces) and Italian 
prisoners of war. 

Esthetic Radicals 
At Porter Gallery 

Abstraction, surrealism and other 
contemporary idioms are represent- 
ed in an exhibition of modern prints 
and drawings which opened a few 
days ago at the David Porter Gal- 
lery on G place. It is the first of 
a series of graphic arts shows to 
be held there during the season. 

Works by Washington artists, 
Pietro Lazzari and William Calfee, 
and by Europeans, Picasso, Matisse, 
Rouault, Miro, Klee, Henry Moore, 
Tchelitchew, Masson and many oth- 
ers who have made art history in 
the past three decades or more, are 
included. Despite their interna- 
tional reputations most of these for- 
eign artists are still incomprehensi- 
ble to the average person. And in 
many cases where their work is in- 
telligible it is thoroughly depress- 
ing. 

Concerning Andre Masson, one of 
the leading surrealists, for example 
(who has contributed a drawing 
and an etching to the present show), 
a French critic said: “The work of 
a great artist does not mirror a 
vain, exterior world. It is a reflec- 
tion of his own self and of his time. 
Who would not recognize in the 
work of Masson the convulsed visage 
of our apocalyptic epoch?” 

It is difficult to appraise the en- 

during value of work of this type. 
One may agree completely with the 
estimate of Masson’s work, for in- 
stance, and yet wonder where its 
place will be when today’s dreadful 
turmoil is finally ended. None of us 
throughout our lives will be able to 
forget the horror and chaos of the 
present time, nor will we need to 
keep its memory green by studying 
the tormented images in the paint- 
ings and drawings of its artist-inter- 
preters. 

Women of the Moose 
Chaptre No. 368 will hold an eve- 

ning of games at the Moose home 
on Wednesday evening. The pro- 
ceeds will be used to purchase 
Christmas presents for the aged at 
the Moosehaven home in Florida 

Civic Problems, Civic Bodies 
Victory Predicted for Representation; 
Cure for D. C. Un-Americanism 

By JE88E C. SUTER. 

Adoption of Sumners-Capper Amendment Predicted 
The address of Representative Hatton W. Sumners and the annual 

message of President Theodore W. Noyes were the high lights at the 78th 
birthday dinner of the Association of the Oldest inhabitants on Thursday 
evening. 

In his annual message President Noyes asserted that our Washing- 
ton boys in the armed forces have made good. News from the fields of 
combat the world over sustains this assertion as the heroism of our boys 
is recounted. 

Continuing his message, he said: “The great war in which 100,000 
of our Washington boys are serving In the armed forces has dramatized, 
as never before, the political Inequity and undeserved humiliation of the 
American people resident In the District of Columbia whose only offense 
is in being residents of the Nation's Capital. A striking contrast was 
shown between the fighting men from the States end those from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia when It came to exercising the voting privilege in the 
1944 national election. Our boys in the service,” said Mr. Noyes, "undergo 
hardships of all kinds, fight, bleed and die for their country, side by side 
with their comrades from the States. But when application cards for 
absentee ballots were passed out, to servicemen In many parts of the 
world, to the District fighter the cards were only worthless pieces of 
paper, the use of which would bring no ballot. The orators in the Con- 
gress were Insistent in their pathetic pleas that every fighter on land or 
sea or In the air should be insured the right to vote, but little or no thought 
was given to those from the National Capital for whom there was no 
constitutional provision for a vote.” 

Mr. Noyes stated further that: "Many Washingtonians are stung to 
the very depth of their souls by the humiliating, un-American political 
status to which they are subjected, but none have held back through re- 
sentment from doing their duty. The quality of their patriotic devotion 
to country Is second to none and has never lagged. 

"Autocratic, non-representative government,” said Mr. Noyes, "in 
the only American territory governed exclusively by the Nation brands 
the Nation itself distinctly and indeliby as un-American. As Is the 
Nation’s City, so is the Nation. The Capital is the Nation’s heart. If 
the Republic is tainted with un-Americanism at its heart, the whole of 
the body politic is thus tainted.” 

In the conclusion of his message, President Noyes said: “We have 
no right to expect that national representation for the District of Co- 
lumbia will be handed to us on a silver platter while we resign ourselves 
to watchful waiting. We must be up and doing our utmost in a united, 
supreme effort, making use of every honorable device available to arouse 
the interest of the country and the Congress and to convince them that 
the time has arrived for striking the political shackles from the Amer- 
icans of the District of Columbia and giving them the same participation 
in the government of their country as is possessed by the people of the 
sovereign States.” 

The only speaker at the Oldest Inhabitants’ birthday dinner was 
Representative Hatton W. Sumners, chairman of the House Committee 
on the Judiciary. Judge Sumners, in discussing the Sumners-Capper 
amendment, pointed out that it is an enabling provision which will permit 
extension of the democratic process to the people of the District of 
Columbia. It will increase the power of Congress in performance of its 
duty of governing the District. 

Every reasonable objection which any one could hold against grant- 
ing the people of the District representation in the National Govern- 
ment Is canceled by the form of the pending amendment. As written, 
he explained, it provides that all legislation enacted thereunder is subject 
to amendment and repeal. Thus, if it is found that such representation 
is not in the national interest, it may be modified or repealed. 

In concluding, Mr. Sumners predicted the adoption of the amend- 
ment, which he hoped would occur while President Noyes lives. He also 
expressed the opinion that the Natiorv needs the participation of the 
people of the District of Columbia in the government of the country. 

* * * * 

jD. C. Un-Americanism Cure by Constitutional Amendment 
Relief to the people of the District of Columbia from their status as 

voteless and unrepresented people in the government of their country is 
obtainable only through an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United. States. Such carefully considered amendment, which is very 
generally approved by the civic and other organizations of the District 
of Columbia, has been introduced in the House of Representatives by 
Representative Hatton W. Sumners of Texas, chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee, and in the Senate by Senator Arthur Capper of 
Kansas, ranking minority member of the Senate District Committee. 
The amendment is now pending before the Committees on the Judiciary 
in both houses of Congress, but there has been no action by either of 
these committees during the Seventy-eighth Congress. The joint reso- 
lutions carrying this proposed amendment will be reintroduced by these 
same gentlemen on the opening day next month of the Seventy-ninth 
Congress. 

The amendment proposed by the joint resolutions in question would 
add to the Constitution of the United States the following words: 

"The Congress shall have power to provide that there shall be in the 
Congress and among the electors of President and Vice President mem- 
bers elected by the people of the District constituting the seat of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, in such numbers and with such powers as 
the Congress shall determine. All legislation hereunder shall be subject 
to amendment and repeal." 

The Sumners-Capper amendment to the Constitution would enable 
Congress to grant to the voteless and unrepresented people of the District 
of Columbia the same status as citizens of the States, so far as having a 
voting representative part in the government of their country is con- 
cerned. They have always had the same status as the citizens of the 
States in the bearing of burdens of national citizenship, such as obedience 
to law, payment of national taxes and military service in time of war. 
No one has ever been able to explain satisfactorily why there should be 
a difference in the status of any citizen of the Republic between the 
bearing of burdens and the enjoyment of privileges. 

The changed status of District people permissible under the Sum- 
ners-Capper amendment would apply to them in national affairs only, 
to the extent of voting for their own representatives in Congress and for 
electors of President and Vice President. They would still lack the status 
of citizens of a State in their own community, which is the National Cap- 
ital. This, being the seat of the Government, of the United States, is 
placed by the Constitution under the power of Congress to exercise exclu- 
sive legislation in all cases whatsoever. Congress would continue to pos- 
sess and exercise this overriding authority, no matter what changes in the 
local government Congress might from time to time make. 

It can, therefore, be seen that the Sumners-Capper amendment has 
nothing whatever to do with the local government. Control by Congress 
would continue; the only difference would be that the elected represent- 
atives of the people of the District of Columbia would constitute a voting 
part of the controlling authority in the same way that the other citizens 
of the Nation, through their representatives, now control and govern the 
National Capital. 

Nothing unreasonable or un-American.can be found in this proposal 
of a modified status for the people of the District in the government of 
their country. On the contrary, the proposal is harmonious with the 
fundamental principles .of the Government of the United States. Instead 
of doing violence to the Constitution, it rounds out that great document 
by applying its concepts of fundamental justice to the Americans whose 
home is located at the seat of Government. 

The proposed amendment would in no degree lessen the control by 
Congress over the seat of Government, but instead would confer on 
Congress a new power which is really needed in the exercise of its power 
of exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever. 

It can be seen readily that these voteless and unrepresented people 
will be benefited both nationally and locally by the change of status. 

A W ilr a 

Other Hints to Workers for Representation 
Active advocates of District national representation sometimes make 

startling and disheartening discoveries in their contacts. Both District 
people and those from the States in many instances show by their con- 
versation that they have little interest or actual belief in the form and in 
the operation of the Government of their country. 

Some such people, not themselves interested in voting, are apparently 
unable to understand why any one else should be so interested. Being 
disinclined to assume any personal responsibility for the proper governing 
of their country, they appear to pity those "busybodies" who do have a 
sense of responsibility. 

Those maintaining so indifferent and un-American an attitude 
usually agree with those who, for unsound reasons, oppose legislation 
which would grant to the people of the District of Columbia those 
fundamental American rights which they are now denied. It is almost 
useless to argue with such people along the line that the Sumners-Capper 
pioposed amendment to the Constitution would recognize and apply to 
the people of the District of Columbia fundamental American principles. 
They seem to be so lacking in their belief in and practice of fundamental 
Americanism as to be incapable of understanding the ̂ proposal, 

However, for the good of our country, patience is advised in dealing 
with the disinterested. As a rule they are intelligent, and there is always 
a chance that the patriotic American who loves and believes in his coun- 
try may reawaken similar sentiments in the indifferent. In such cases it 
is well for the worker to remember the lines of the old hymn, the name 
of whose author escapes the memory of this observer in his recollection 
of the lines: 

"While the lamp holds out to burn. 
The vilest sinner may return." 

Business Groups 
Five Associations 
Meet This Week 

Morton A. Rosen, industrial coun- 

selor, will discuss “Postwar Prob- 
lems for Small Businessmen” at the 
American Business Association 
meeting Tuesday night, one of the 
five business associations meeting 
this week. The business schedule 
for the week follows: 

Monday. 
Cleveland Park Businessmen’s As- 

sociation-City Bank, 3401 Connec- 
ticut avenue N.W., 8:45 p.m. 

Southeast Businessmen’s Associa- 
tion—314 Pennsylvania avenue SB., 
8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday. 
Columbia Heights Businessmen’s 

Association—Tivoli Building, Tour- 

teenth street and Park road N.W., 
Warner Clubroom, 12:20 p.m. 

American Business Association— 
Fairfax Hotel, 2100 Massachusetts 
avenue N.W., 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday. 
Chevy Chase Business Association 

—Bamhardt’s Restaurant, 5510 Con- 
necticut avenue N.W., 1 pm. 

YMCA News 
Today—Dormitory Men’s Break- 

fast Club; Java Club with service- 
men as breakfast guests, 9:15 am. 

Tomorrow—Staff conference, 9:30 
a.m., Dr. J. A. Bell, speaker; Y's 
Men’s Club dinner, 6:15 pm- Ar- 
thur c. Pearson, presiding; •cur- 
rent Events Forum, 8 pm.; commu- 
nity sing, 9 pm. 

Tuesday—Toastmasters' Club, 8 
pm.; concert, 8:30 pm. 

Wednesday—Chess-Checker Club. 
Thursday—Book Review, 8 pm. 
Friday—Dorm Men’s Bowling 

League, 7:30 pm.; motion pictures 
on Canada, 8 pm. 

Just Between 
Ourselves... 
_By Philip H. T.nt>*r 
Donald Walker’s “railroad cross- 

ing” sign looked like the real thing, 
all right, and he was very pleased 
with it. He spent hours making 
It, and now, at last, it was ready to 
be set up In his back yard at 6526 
Fifth street N.W. 

“Stop, Look, Listen,” the sign 
warned, and that was just what the 
7-year-old Whittier School second- 
grader wanted his father to do. 

"He’ll see it when he comes home 
from work,” Donald said, “and he’ll 
play trains with me—and that’s 
really fun!” 

* * * * 

But it’s fun, too, to make things, 
and Donald has had—and is still 
having—his fair share. He became 
interested in woodwork about a year 
ago, after reading a magazine article 
on the subject. The picture at the 
right will give you some idea of 
what Donald has been doing with 
his spare time, but there’s more to it 
than that. He has made croquet 
wickets, bookends, whatnot shelves 
and—best of all, he thinks—lapel 
pins for his mother, Mrs. Orville 
Walker, and his 13-year-old sister 
Joanne. 

Donald does his work in the base- 
ment of his home, mostly with tools 
borrowed from his father. When he 
isn’t busy in .the cellar, he’s canvass- 
ing the neighborhood with his wa- 

gon, rounding up paper for the 
“Salvage for Victory” campaign. His 
collections average about 37 pounds 
every two weeks, he said. 

* * * * 

Friendship House, 619 D street 
S.E., has asked me to ask you— 

If you have any toys that are in 
pretty good condition, and that you 
can get along without, please— 
please—play Santa Claus with them. 
That is to say, please turn them over 
to the settlement house, which will 
distribute them to the 200 or more 
children whose only Christmas will 
be what it gets through Friendship. 

Toys especially desired by Friend- 
ship House are bicycles, building 
blocks, construction sets, dolls and 
roller skates. But, of course, any 
toys likely to appeal to boys and 
girls up to 15 about are acceptable. 

* * * * 

A recent issue of The Junior 
Star carried a prize story by Jean 
Heil of Rockville, Md., about how 
she and her sisters Kathleen and 
Connie have made a hobby of '‘har- 
monizing.’’ Now comes this letter 
from Jean: 

“I am writing to thank you for 
ouf prize and picture. It was real 
good. The principal put it on the 
bulletin board at school. Kathleen 
has started a hobby of collecting 
the pictures of Junior Star win- 
ners. She would like to exchange 
snapshots with some of them. * • • 

We are still keeping up our sing- 
ing. • * • Uncle Bud Ward an- 
nounced on the radio that Connie 
is the youngest alto singer in the 
world. (She’s 5.) We had three 
more records made. We are still 
singing on WMAL. At school, we 
are busy getting ready for a War 
Bond rally.” 

* * * * 

Junior jottings: Louis Battistone, 
4127 River road N.W., collects re- 
cordings by “Spike Jones, the King 
of Corn.” says a note from Harvev 
Whitten, 14, Alice Deal Junior High 
School. Louis' favorites, according 
to Harvey, are “Hotcha Comla,” 
“Come Josephine, in My Flying 
Machine,” “Black Magic” and “Lie- 
bestraum.” And if any one has 
"Black Magic” or “Liebestraum” and 
wants to get rid of it, says Harvey, 
Louis is his man Barbara Joan 
Mayer, 11, another Deal pupil, broad- 
cast an original poem, “Buy a Bond 
for Baby,” on a recent WMAL pro- 
gram Shirley Turner, former 
Roosevelt High School correspond- 
ent of the Junior Star, now attend- 
ing the University of Miami, post- 
cards: “It’s real nice here. There 
axe students from all over the United 
States and from several South 
American countries. I like it fine. 
’Course, it’s a long way from the 
District of Columbia. Hope the 
Junior star is getting along fine. 
The recent Overseas Edition of The 
Star was swell.” It is, it was—and 
thanks. 

Sound Advice 
PRIZE CONTRIBUTION 

By Gwendolyn Miller, 12, 
Banneker Junior High School. 

My mother said to me: 
“Try to be good: 
Keep your belongings as 
Neat as you should. 
Say your prayers nightly 
Before you sleep, 
And make no promise that 
You cannot keep.” 

My greatgranny said to me: 
“Thirteen’s bad; 
Let it alone or 
You’ll wish you had. 
Never cut your food 
With a black-handled knife, 
And don’t kill a spider; 
It’s the devil’s wife.” 

Seldom I’m good 
For my own true sake, 
And many’s the promise 
I’ve made to break; 
But I shun thirteen 
And a black-handled knife, 
And I couldn’t kill a spider 
To save my life. 

Guide to New Books 
For Young Readers 

Sing For America, by Opal Wheel- 
er, with illustrations by Gustaf 
Tenggren (Dutton: $3)—The au- 
thor’s “Sing for Christmas” was 
named by the American Institute of 
Graphic Arts as one of last year’s 
50 most beautiful books, and this 
new volume is a worthy successor. 
It contains 24 of the best-known and 
best-loved American folk songs, and 
it tells their stories as well. 

Turkey For Christmas, by Mar- 
guerite de Angeli (Westminster: 
75c)—A family in straitened circum- 
stances has to choose between tur- 
key and gifts. It’s a hard choice, 
but everything turns out in such a 
way as to make a good story. 

Ann Comes to New York, by Amy 
Hogeboom (Lothrop: $2)—A young 
college graduate, with a few months’ 
experience on her home-town news- 
paper, sets out to become a big-city 
journalist. Older girls should like it. 

The Book of the Stars, by Louis 
Sutherland (Ackerman: $3) — As- 
tronomy for boys and girls of junior 
and senior high school age, illus- 
trated with photographs, diagrams 
and drawings. Valuable. 

Play Songs of the Deep South, by 
Altona Trent-Johns (Associated: 
$2.15)—A dozen “{day songsP’ of 
Negro children in the South, plus a 
Southern lullaby, illustrated by 
James A. Porter. 

Little Starts hi Action, by Roland 
Coe (McBride: $150)—A collection 
of drawings for "Little Scouts" fans. 

! mil 

Donald Walker working on some of his woodcarvings. (See “Just Between Ourselves.”) —junior star Photo. 

'Slumber Parties’ Are Long 
On Fun, Short on Sleep 

PRIZE CONTRIBUTION 

By Lois Metcalf, 12, 
• Silver Spring Intermedi»te School. 

During the past year, I have 
been invited to several slumber 
parties. It is always a thrill to j 
receive such invitations because 
we have so much fun. Usually, six 
to twelve of us girls get together. 

We arrive at the home of the host-! 
ess about 8 p.m. From then until ! 
bedtime, we play indoors or out, 
depending on the weather. At 9:30 
or 10, refreshments are served, and 
then we are off to bed. 

Once upstairs, we get to work. We 
busily get out our sleeping mat- 
tresses, put them on the floor, or 
push beds together, decide who is 
going to sleep where, and climb in. 
Lights out—and under the covers 
we go. 

All Is quiet, perhaps for a second; 
then on goes the light, and the 
"slumber party” is on. A sudden 
thirst sends us all tramping to the 
kitchen for a drink, then back to 
bed. We talk and gossip, tuck the 
covers in, pull them out. This goes 
on until midnight. 

Then, when we're sure the parents 
of the hostess are asleep, with a 
whoop, “Look out, ice-box, here we 
come,” we plunge down the steps 
to devour all the food in reach. 
Then back to bed with a bag of 
potato chips to gnaw on while we 
continue our laughing and cutting 
up. By 3 a.m. we’re all asleep. 
At 7 a.m.—time to get up—and ev- 
eryone is tired. But a hearty break- 
fast soon revives us. 

A quiet afternoon at the movies 
ends our get-together until another 
time. 

If You Think Pages 
At Capitol Have Easy 
Time, Read This 

PRIZE CONTRIBUTION 

By William E. Foster, IS, 
Capitol Pace School. 

Judging by a conversation I had 
the other day, some people have the 
idea that House and Senate pages 
are Just a group of boys who loaf 
around the Cap- 
itol. 

Well, in my 
e s t i m a t i on— 
and not only be- 
cause I am a 

page — we are 
one of the hard- 
est-working 
groups of boys 
to be found any- 
where. We get 
up at 6 am. to 
get to our first 
class by 7:15. 
Our morning 
classes last until 
10:15, then we Willi** Paster. | 
start to work. 

Our main jobs are to answer tele- 
phones and take messages, and run 

errands for our Congressmen. Serv-; 
ing the members while Congress is I 
in session, plus carrying on our, 
school work, keeps us very busy. 

Of course, we have a few activities 
outside of work and school. Our 
school has a dinner every two or 

three weeks to which we go and tell 
jokes, sing and enjoy other enter- 
tainment. 

Our most-looked-forward-to at- 
traction is when our “Godmother,” 
Mrs. Roosevelt, has us twice a year 
for a dinner and a picture show in 
the White House. Another feature 
we enjoy is our gym period, from 
5:30 to# every Monday and Friday 
nights. We have a good basket ball 
team, and we are doing our best to 
organize a football team this year. 

Now we get down to real business 
—our school work. We have the 
regular classes of a high school, 
omitting art and music because our 

time does not permit. We have four 
45-minute periods, with 3 minutes 
between classes. This is strictly, 
business and no fooling around 

At the end of every year we pub- 
lish a school annual. This is our 

pride and joy, and also something 
we will be proud of 15 or 20 years 
from now. even more than we are 

now. 

Safety Chalk Talks 
By Dick Mansfield 
Inspector Dick Mansfield, director 

of The Star’s school safety program 
and former chief of detectives, is 
giving a series of chalk talks on 

safety to pupils of elementary, 
junior and senior high schools. The 
talks are presented under sponsor- 
ship of The Junior Star in co-opera- 
tion with school authorities of the 
District and nearby Maryland and 
Virginia. This week’s schedule: 

Monday, 11 a.m., Beltsville; Tues- 
day, 11 a.m., Bladensburg Primary; 
I p.m., Colmar Manor; Wednesday, 
II a.m., Cottage City; Thursday, 
11 a.m., Bladensburg Grammar; 
Friday, 9:45 am., Claude A. Swan- 
son Junior High. 

Prizes for Best 
Contributions 
The Junior Stax awards as many 

as five prizes of $1 each for the best 
contributions published each week. 
Boys and girls of high school age 
and under are invited to compete. 
Here are the rules: 

All contributions must be ORIG- 
INAL. Write on one side of paper 
and give your name, age, address, 
phone number and school. Type- 
written contributions must be double 
spaced. The editor’s choice of win- 
ners is final, and he reserves the 
right to use any contribution in 
whatever form he deems advisable, 
regardless of whether It is awarded 
a prize. Checks are mailed to the 
winners the week following publica- 
tion of their work. Reporters’ cards 
will be issued to writers who, in the 
opinion of the editor, deserve them. 
No contributions will be returned. 

Address The Junior Star, 727 Star 
Building, Washington 4, D. C. 

Brightwood Girl Gets 
Stamps as Presents 

PRIZE CONTRIBUTION 

By Frida Maier, 8, 
Brightwood School. 

When I have a birthday or at 
Christmas, I always get soma 
stamps. 

My oldest stamp is the Landing 
of Columbus. It was printed in 
1842, after the painting by Vander- 
lyn in the Rotunda of the Capitol. 
My teacher gave it to me. 

My favorite stamp is the Liberty 
Bell, printed to commemorate the 
150th anniversary of American In- 
dependence. I also like the 5-cent 
Yellowstone stamp of the National 
Parks. It is a picture of Old Faith- 
ful Geyser. I am trying to get the 
National Park stamps. 

When a letter or package comes 
to our house with a special stamp 
on it. I always ask mother if I can 
have it. Since I have been collecting 
stamps, I have found out that 
most 1-cent stamps are green, 2- 
cent stamps are carmine. 3-cent 
stamps are purple and 5-cent stamps 
are blue. I have 209 different 
United States stamps. 

Sell Trapping Rights 
To Buy War Stamps 

“Our daddy owns a farm along a 
creek,” writes Roberta Mae Cates 
from Delphi, Ind. “My sister and 
I are too young to do any trapping, 
and daddy is too busy, so we let our 

neighbor set traps on our place on 
shares. He gives us half of every- 
thing he catches, then my sister and 
I divide it. We each get about $2 
or $3 a week from this arrangement. 

"When fishing season is good, we 
get 25 cents a car for each one driv- 
ing into the fishing grounds. As 
there are three gravel pits adjoining 
our place, and good camping grounds 
as well, we have quite a trade in the 
summer. 

“We spend every cent we make 
for War Stamps as we are afraid 
daddy will have to go to war, too, 
if they don’t get it over with before 
long.” 

Uncle Ray’s Corner . . . 
m 

In an article a few months ago I 
told a few facts about the gigantic 
birds known as "moas,” but today I 
should like to describe these birds 
in greater detail. They rank as the 
largest birds which have been seen 

by people. The skeletons of even 

larger birds have been found in rock 

layers, but those birds are believed 
to have died out many thousands of 
years ago. 

The moa, on the other hand, is an 
almost modem bird. It lived on cer- 
tain islands of New Zealand only a 
few hundred years ago. 

The moas might be compared to 
ostriches as far as general shape is 
concerned, but some of them were 
of far greater size than any ostrich. 

Like the ostrich ,the moa was not 
able to fly. On each foot it had 
three large toes and a long spur- 
like "fourth-toe.” A true ostrich has 
only two toes, but the so-called 
"South American ostrich” has three. 

The ostrich has small wings, but 
the skeletons of moas seem to prove 
they had no wings at all. What it 
lacked in winks, however, the moa 
made up in its long, heavy legs. It 
no doubt was a very good runner. 

The largest moas were from 10 to 

12 feet in height. Thus they tow- 
ered above the heads of men. 

Sad to say, there is no record of 
white men ever having seen a living 
moa. The last of these birds are 
believed to have died out at least 
300 years ago. 

Perhaps it would be better to say 
that the moas were "killed off” in- 
stead of that they "died out.” We 
have good reason to believe that the 
natives of New Zealand hunted the 
moas and feasted on their flesh. In 
several places bones of moas have 
been found in heaps, and study of 
these bones shows that the birds 
had been heated by Are, no doubt 
in the process of cooking. 

It is estimated by scientists that 
about 600 years have passed sines 
the last of the moas lived on North 
Island, New Zealand. On South 
Island, however, it is believed that 
a few of them were running about 
no more than 300 or 400 years ago. 

Besides the bones, the moas hava 
left behind them eggs, bits of skin 
and feathers. The feathers have a> 
reddish brown color. 

The skeletons show that there 
were several kinds of moas and that‘ 
some of these grew only to the size * 

of a turkey. Others, however, were, 
twice the height of a man. 


