
Churchill Accusations 
Denied by Spokesman 
For Greek Leftists 
By the Associated Press. 

ATHENS, Dec. 9.—A spokesman 
for the EAM made a blanket denial 
today of British Prime Minister 
Churchill s charges that the EAM 
and its military auxiliary, the ELAS, 
sought to seize power in Greece 
and terrorize the countryside, but 
said the present battle would con- 
tinue until the government of 
Premier George Papandreou re- 

signed. ^ » 

Asked by the Associated Press for 
the ELAS side of the story and for 
any comment on Mr. Churchill’s 
assertion in the House of Commons 
yesterday in defending British 
armed intervention in Greece, the 
EAM-ELAS group, through a 

spokesman, declared: 
“If the Elas desired to take over 

the reins of authority by force it 
could have done so immediately 
after the liberation of Athens, when 
there were no Allied troops or suffi- 
cient police or quisling forces in the 
capital.” 

Dispatch Passes Censors. 
(This dispatch came through 

the Allied censorship in Athens, 
which isjinder British and Greek 
government control. It does not 
identify the Earn spokesman.) 
“For two and a half years,” the 

spokesman said, “the sole effort 
of the Elas was to exterminate the 
Germans, Italians and Bulgarians. 

“Churchill’s contention that the 
Elas had long prepared for a coup 
d’etat is unfounded. In fact, the 
Elas has been attacking German 
garrisons and convoys continuously 
and relentlessly. 

“On many occasions while the 
ELAS was engaged in a fight with 
the Germans. Zervas bands at- 
tacked the ELAS simultaneously.” 

(This was a reference to the 
EDES, anti-German group led 
by Gen. Napoleon Zervas. Mr. 
Churchill said the ELAS had 
fought members of this group 
instead of the Germans. The 
ELAS and EDES long were ad- 
mittedly rivals.) 

Looting Is Denied. 
“The argument that the ELAS 

ravaged villages also is unfounded,” 
the spokesman said, taking up an- 
other of Mr. Churchill’s allega- 
tions. “Villages were destroyed by 
the Germans whenever their col- 
umns were trying to clear moun- 
tainous regions of ELAS troops so 
they should not offer shelter to 
the Andartes (green underground). 

"On the contrary,” contended the 
spokesman, “it was the Zervas 
bands that ravaged villages.”1 

The ELAS spokesman asserted the 
ELAS never had any dealings or 
contact with the Germans, “whereas 
according to evidence held by the 
ELAS, the Germans never harrassed 
Zervas (EDES) men when the EDES 
were attacking ELAS troops.” 

In response to Mr. Churchill’s 
statement that there were Germans 
in the ELAS ranks, the spokesman 
declared: “The only Germans 
among the ELAS are a few dozen 
anti-Fascists who joined the ELAS 
and were used in making propa- 
ganda and in waiting leaflets in- 
viting other Germans to desert or 
cease fighting and denouncing Hit- 
ler.” 

Long r lght Cited. 
The EAM spokesman said "the 

ELAS has been fighting for nearly 
three years in order to liberate the 
country from invaders and to 
secure the people’s sovereignty. 

“For 50 days after liberation noth- 
ing was done as promised by Pap- 
andreou in his speech October 18. 
In the meantime, the ELAS was 
aware of plans for the King’s res- 
toration by reactionaries encouraged 
by the attitude of British authori- 
ties here, and there was ample evi- 
dence to corroborate our argument. 
For this reason, we demanded addi- 
tional securities—mainly consisting 
of disarmament of all regular forces 
in Greece and setting up a new reg- 
ular army. This new army would 
include only loyal officers after a 

thorough purge by the Supreme 
Military Council, which was agreed 
upon. 

“The ban on Sunday’s demonstra- 
tion gave rise to the armed conflict 
between the ELAS and the reac- 
tionaries.’’ said the ELAS spokes- 
man. “The fact that our argument 
is irrefutable can be substantiated 
by the appearance of armed EDES 
and EXE (royalists) with the po- 
lice and regular troops. 

“ELAS will fight on until Papan- 
dreou resigns because they consider 
him responsible for the bloodshed 
and because the great majority of 
the Greek people is on the ELAS 
side for a reaffirmation of political 
liberty.” 

'Breather Tubes' Give U-Boats 
Access to 'Unreachable' Areas 
By tbe Associated Press. 

Breather tubes now enable Ger- 
man U-boats to remain long sub- 
merged and to penetrate areas they 
hitherto had been unable to reach, 
it was disclosed last night in an 
Anglo-American statement which 
emphasized that “the enemy by no 

means has abandoned” its subma- 
rine warfare. 

The statement, issued through the 
Office of War Information, defined 
the new device as extensible air 
intake and exhaust. 

Issued under the authority of 
President Roosevelt and Prime 
Minister Churchill, the statement 
added that reports that German 

submarine construction has been 
abandoned are “probably German- 
inspired and are untrue.” 

The statement, covering sub- 
marine and antisubmarine opera- 
tions in November, also said: 

“Shipping losses from U-boats 
have again been very small and the 
number of U-boats sunk in propor- 
tion has again been satisfactory. 

“The enemy has by no means 
abandoned the struggle. On the 
contrary, improved types of U-|poats 
may at any time be thrown into the 
battle and retention of our present 
command of the sea will probably 
call for unremitting vigilance and 
hard fighting.” 

Greece 
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ment leaders in an effort to stop the 
armed clashes and find a solution 
to the nation’s political problems. 

Hope for Favorable Solution. 
Lambrakis said: 
“Efforts have been made in all 

directions and hopes are entertained 
that a favorable solution may be 
reached Sunday or Monday at. the 
latest. Of course, the British can- 
not yield, but, nevertheless, .a solu- 
tion might be possible through for- 
mation of a national government 
under Themistokles Sophoulis, with 
the other parties participating and 
including (Premier George) Papan- 
dreou.” 

Sophoulis is the 85-year-old dean 
of the Liberal party. 

A communique from Maj. Gen. R. 
M. Scobie, British commander in 
Greece, disclosed the augmenting of 
ELAS forces. The bulletin added 
that “progress is being made de- 
spite increased hostile activity on 
the part of the rebel forces in the 
deliberate demolition of an impor- 
tant bridge in Pireaus,” port of 
Athens. 

Snipers Wear Civilian Clothes. 
Within Athens British troops en- 

gaged in anti-sniper patrols found 
their task difficult because a ma- 
jority of the snipers wore civilian 
clothes, the communique said. 
Snipers shot a British ambulance 
driver assisting a wounded Greek 
civilian and captured the ambulance. 

Yesterday in the eastern suburbs 
of the city ELAS units launched 
attacks supported by heavy machine 
gun and mortar fire, the communi- 
que added. These were repulsed by 
a regular Greek formation. 

The British used tanks and fire 
from light naval craft to clear the 
areas farther south of Fort Leontos 
but were held up by strong ELAS 
posoitions in buildings and on high 
ground, the bulletin said. These 
were sprayed with machine gun fire 
in low-level air attacks. 

Main Developments. 
Today, as reports of dissenssion 

and conciliation flew as thick as 

the bullets that punctuated the 
progress of the fratricidal strug- 
gle, these were the main develop- 
ments aside from the reported sur- 
render of the ELAS general: 

1. Three of the six leftist minis- 
ters who resigned from Premier 
Papandreou's cabinet told the As- 
sociated Press they were “striving 
as mediators with a view of finding 
some possible means of negotia- 
tions.” 

2. The “liberal” section of EAM, 
headed by Ilias Tsirimokos, former 
minister of national economy, also 
was understood to be breaking away 
from EAM. 

3. Gen. Stephanos Seraphis, com- 
mander in chief of the ELAS, was 

reported reliably to have sent word 
to Gen. Scobie that he was remain- 
ing under Gen. Scobie s command. 
Gen. Seraphis’ whereabouts have re- 
mained a mystery. 

4. At least 2 per cent of Athens 
was cleared of the ELAS, and it was 
believed that no more than 250 still 
were sniping in uncleared sections of 
the city. 

5. Gen. Scobie was reported insist- 
ing that the ELAS quit the Attica 
Peninsula, which includes Athens, 
as a prelude to negotiations. 

Three Mediators. 
The mediators were former Minis- 

ter of Transport Nicolas Askoutsis. 
former Finance Minister Alexander 
Svolosi and Finance Undersecretary 
Anghelopoulos, who dissociated 
themselves from responsibility for 
the fighting. 

“Our role,” Askoutsis told the 
Associated Press, “has been one 
of reconciliation and compromise. 
However, since Greek affairs have 
been complicated, and wound up 
in civil war, we have stated on both 
sides that we cannot take part in 
the strife, the results of which 
wrould be disastrous for our country. 

“We are now striving as mediators 
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with a view’ of finding some pos- 
sible means of negotiating.” 

The former Papandreous minister 
said none of the three ever belonged 
to Earn, but were part of an action 
committee which was formed in the 
mountains during the German oc- 

cupation. 
The British found little open hos- 

tility outside Athens. A British 
military mission still is with Elas 
guerrillas at Lamia, 100 miles north- 
west of Athens on'the road to Sal- 
onika. Two British trucks drove 
from Salonika to Athens past Elas 
strongholds without being fired on. 

Planes Strafe Positions. 
British (determination to disarm 

the guerrillas as bloodlessly as pos- 
sible was slowing the task of clear- 
ing Athens, but yesterday ground 
forces summoned warplanes, which 
strafed ELAS positions at the foot 
of the Acropolis and hilltop positions 
around Piraeus. 

A Greek mountain brigade was 

besieged in barracks northeast of 
Athens, where a force of up to 
1,200 guerrillas was reportedly mass- 
ing in the hills around for an at- 
tack. 

One of the fiercest struggles in- 
side Athens eddied around the mar- 
ket place in the center of town, 
where ELAS held out until last 
night, when tanks opened fire on 
their positions in barricaded build- 
ings and shops. 

A truce was observed this morn- 

ing while Red Cross trucks distrib- 
uted milk and medical supplies to 
hospitals. 

Freed sectors of the city gradually 
were returning to normal, although 
snipers fired occasionally from roof- 
tops. 
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shooters, Richard Law, Minister of 
State. 

Press Divided On Issue. 
Even as the British Press took 

sides — vigorously supporting the 
Prime Minister or voicing increased 
anxiety over Britain's policy—the 
London Trades Council this after- 
noon adopted a resolution express- 
ing “alarm” at British armed inter- 
vention. 

The Manchester Guardian, calling 
Mr. Churchill’s denunciation of 
County Sforza “the worst passage 
in his speech,” said “reluctantly we 

shall have to assume that he may 
be an uncertain, even a dangerous 
guide in our passage through the 
European maelstrom. Let us hope 
he does not wreck 'is.” 

The Yorkshire Post, taking an 

opposite view, declared the Prime 
Minister’s speech “was not merely a 
defense; it was a vindication.” 

While Mr. Churchill won, 279 to 
30, the vote against him was the 
largest in six tests of confidence 
he has undergone. 

Attlee Asks Support. 
The Labor party split. Even 

though Deputy Premier Clement 
Attlee. Labor party leader, urged 
his members to support the govern- 
ment, only 23. nearly all ministers 
and their parliamentary private 
secretaries, voted for Mr. Churchill’s 
policices. Most of the Labor mem- 
bers refrained from voting. 

The party Administrative Com- 

5 Governors Rule 
Western Grapefruit 
Does Not Squirt 
Ey the Associated Press. 

PHOENIX, Ariz., Dec. 9.— 
Five Western Governors applied 
the squirt test to Arizona-Cali- 
fornia desert grapefruit today 
and came up with the verdict 
that “there's not a Jet in a 
crateful.” 

Said Gov. Sidney P. Osborn 
of Arizona when the last seg- 
ment disappeared: 

“Govs. Herbert B. Maw of 
Utah, John J. Dempsey of New 
Mexico, E. P. Carville of Nevada, 
Sam C. Ford of Montana and I 
all put desert grapefruit to an 
exhaustive test. We can say 
this: Desert grapefruit definitely 
does not squirt.” 

Growers from the two West- 
ern States later issued a chal- 
lenge to Florida and Texas 
citrus men for a four-State 
squirt contest to be held in the 
Senate restaurant in Washing- 
ton. 

mittee adopted a more neutral at- 
titude, only advising Laborites not 
to vote against the government and 
leaving them a free hand In going 
along with the Premier. 

In defiance o{ the party policy, 24 
Laborites voted against the govern- 
ment. 

The Labor Party organ—the Lon- 
don Daily Herald—cautiously re- 
marked: 

“Mr. Churchill no doubt hopes 
that the vote will be regarded as an 
indorsement of his entire policy in 
relation to the liberated countries, 
and, in fact, to the European situa- 
tion generally. 

Speeches Indicate Bias. 
“It will not be so considered. The 

fact still remains that he is apt, 
by his utterances, to create an im- 
pression that he is biased in favor 
of regimes of the right." 

A movement was under way to 
bring before the Labor party con- 
ference opening Monday an emer- 
gency resolution defining the party’s 
whole attitude to liberated countries. 

A posibility arose, too, that the 
Labor ministers in the Churchill 
government would ask the party for 
a vote of confidence in themselves. 

While there are 615 seats in Com- 
mons, fewer than 400 members at- 
tended yesterday’s debate, although 
it was the largest turnout for a 

Friday session in years. 
Many Absentees. 

The absentees included many of 
the 75 to 100 who are in the armed 
forces or away on other war as- 

signments, many who stayed away 
purposely to avoid committing 
themselves, some who were ill and 
some with previous business ap- 
pointments. 

Mr. Churchill's sudden demand 
for a vote of confidence caught 
many by surprise, including some 
absent members of his own Con- 
servative party who perhaps other- 
wise might have attended. The 
Prime Minister won solid support 
from Conservatives and Liberals 
who voted. 

The Conservatives with 363 mem- 
bers and Labor with 170 are the 
two dominant parties in Commons. 

Western Front 
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the fronts of the American 3d and 
7th and Franch 1st Armies. 

In its advance the 35th Division 
of Gen. Patton’s army pushed about 
a half mile east in extending to a 
mile its bridgeheads on the east 
bank of the Saar at Sarreguemines 
and at Dieding and Wittring, 3 and 
5 miles southwest. 

Pillboxes Knocked Out. 
Northwest of Saarlautern, the 

90th Division, in repulsing the 
strong counterattack at Dillingen. 
knocked out 12 more pillboxes in a 
slow gouging into the Siegfried Line. 

The German counterblow was 
hurled by 600 infantry and 11 tanks 
and fighting raged from house to 
house and wTall to wall yesterday 
before the Germans gave up and 
withdrew from the city. 

Fighting still was in progress in- 
side Saarlautern, and a German 
force massing for a counterattack 
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against the Saar bridgehead there 
was broken up by artillery fire. Both 
the 95th Division here and the 90th 
to the north were under heavy lire 
from the Siegfried Line. 

Gen. Patch’s 7th Army, using 
surprise tactics similar to the 3d, 
fought into Bischwiller 4% miles 
from the Rhine north of Strasbourg, 
jumping off before dawn in a double 
envelopment attack without artil- 
lery preparation. 

The surprise enabled tank-led in- 
fantrymen to take intact a 100-foot 
bridge across the Moder River in 
the northeastern part of the town. 

Many Nearby Towns Held. 
Once Bischwiller is cleared, the 

defense of Haguenau, 4 miles north- 
east, will be impossible. The 7th 
holds more than a score of towns 
immediately south, west and north- 
west of the city. 

Other 7th Army troops seized 
Bining, 10 miles southeast of Sar- 
reguemines on one of the main 
roads leading to that city, and, 
slashing to within 4 miles of the 
Palatinate border, cleared the en- 

emy from Niederbronn on the Al- 
satian Plain. 

Farther west, the 7th dug deeper 
into heavily wooded Eifel Pass, just 
south of the French fortress town 
of Bitche, 7 miles south of the Saar 
border. 

French 1st Army troops, fighting 
out of Bonhomme Pass, were closing 
on the Alsatian city of Colmar, no 
more than 4 miles ahead of them. 

They cleared most of Thann, 10 
miles northwest of Mulhouse but 
fighting continued in the south- 
western part of the town, other 
French troops clung to the Lutter- 
bach bridgehead across the Doller 
River just west of Mulhouse but lost 
the railroad station there in the face 
of fierce resistance. 

Nazis Driven Across Roer. 
At the edge of the Cologne Plain, 

the 9th Army drove the Germans 
across the Roer from their long- 
held positions in the swimming pool 
and stadium at Julich. Only patrol 
action .was reported elsewhere. 

First Army infantrymen found 
the going slow along the ridge- 

ribbed wooded countryside studded 
With camouflaged pillboxes south- 
west of Bergstein. 

A front dispatch said the Ger- 
man command had ordered Berg- 
stein recaptured at all cost, and the 
incessant counterattacks made con- 
solidation and expansion of Ameri- 
can postions difficult. 

As more than 6 inches of snow 
covered the ground, the Americans 
farther north turned back a column 
of eight tanks moving out of Pier 
toward Inden. 

Nazis Lose 150,000 Men. 
The Supreme Command estimated 

German losses from the start of the 
offensive November 8 to the end of 
November at 152,000 men of whom 
74,000 were captured. This was near- 

ly a fourth of the total strength 
which authoritative French sources 
had said the enemy had massed on 
the Western Front. 

Seven German infantry divisions 
which were in the line at the begin- 
ning of the drive are no longer 
there. Losses have been so great 
the divisions either were pulled out 

for reforming or broken up and ab- 
sorbed by other divisions, Suprenp 
Headquarters said. 

Twenty-two other divisions, in- 
cluding four armored or armored 
grenadier divisions, have been se- 
verely battered although they still 
are holding out in the line. 

The bulk of the losses were on the 
1st Army front. Six of the seven 
divisions were annihilated by Gea. 
Hodges’ troops and by supplemen- 
tary blows struck by the adjacent 
9th and British Armies. 

Figures of Allied losses in the 
grueling winter campaign have yet 
to be made public here, but they 
are admitted to be heavy. 
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