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Rocket Potentialities 
Although describing Germany’s 

V-2 rocket as not very accurate and 
of “extremely doubtful” military 
value, the British Air Ministry, in its 
first public comment on the subject, 
makes clear that it is speaking only 
of the weapon in its present form 
and not of what it may be weeks or 

months from now. So far, with its 
almost unbelievable speed of 3,000 
miles an hour, its range has been 
limited to about 200 miles and its 
destructive force has been no greater 
than that of the V-l flying bomb, but 
improved versions are wholly possible 
and may be put into action before 
the Nazis finally go down. 

Similarly, just as the potentialities 
or v-z cannot ne laugned on. we 
cannot afford to dismiss entirely the 
recent reports from Stockholm re- 

garding vengeanee weapon number 
3. These reports, quoting Nazi and 
other sourees, warn that V-3 may 
soon begin hitting our Atlantic sea- 

board, and although all such talk 
must be taken with more than a few 
grains of salt, the possibility-—no 
matter how remote it may be—must 
be reckoned with. On the basis of 
what is known about V-l and V-2, of 
course, experts have figured out that 
to deliver one ton of explosive to New 
York from firing sites in Norway or 

Germany, a rocket would have to 
weigh 2,500 tons (most of which 
would be fuel), that each such rocket 
would cost about $10,000,000 to build 
and that its terrific take-off blast 
might cause 100 times more damage 
to the launching area than to the 
receiving end. 

Assuming that the Nazis have not 
developed some revolutionary and 
compact motive power out of a new 

energy source, it thus appears highly 
improbable that New York and other 
eastern cities will soon be feeling 
the impact of a trans-Atlantic rocket 
bombardment. For the rumored V-3, 
if a mere enlargement of the present 
V-2 and if driven by the same kind of 
fuel, would obviously be a militarily 
absurd weapon, not only from the 
standpoint of cost but also because— 
as the experts indicate—it probably 
would be far more devastating to the 
senders than to the target. More- 
over, its inaccuracy might be such 
that by the time it reached this side 
of the ocean it would be so far off 
course as to blow up hundreds or 
thousands of miles from its objective. 

The fearful potentialities of these 
V weapons, however, are too real to 
be ignored. It is perhaps safe to 
assume in the year 1944 that the 
enemy has not the kind of fuel that 
would make feasible a rocket offen- 
sive against the United States. But 
the same may not be true in the year 
1964 or 1974, for man has been dig- 
ging deep down into the most hidden 
and most seeret recesses of nature, 
and if he keeps on digging—as he 
will—he may come up, before the 
century ends, with things that can 
be at once awesomely good and 
awesomely evil. More than any other 
single reality in our age, this is a 
fact which refutes those who still 
think that great nations can live 
splendidly isolated from one another 
in the world. 

Compromise in Canada 
That spirit of compromise which, 

in Britain and its parliamentary off- 
spring, so often settles problems 
logically Insoluble has smoothed the 
stormy waters of Canadian politics. 
Faced by a crisis over the conscrip- 
tion issue that threatened to spilt 
the Dominion on racial lines, upset 
the government and precipitate a 

general election, which almost no- 

body wanted at this wartime junc- 
ture, the Canadian Parliament has 
upheld Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King on a program which, while 
maintaining the general policy of 
voluntary overseas service, actually 
drafts about 16,000 trained men for 
such service who had refused to vol- 
unteer. That was the figure which 
the Canadian high command had 
certified as absolutely essential to 
maintain the efficiency and the 
morale of the Canadian forces fight- 
ing in Bur ope. There remain some 

45,000 objectors, nicknamed “Zom- 
bies,” who for the present will re- 

tain their home-defense status, but 
who presumably will be drafted in 
batches as replacement exigencies 
again arise. 

To American observers, the whole 
controversy is apt to appear incom- 
prehensible, since in this country 
universal liability for overseas mili- 
tary service is accepted as a matter 
of course. That is because few 
Americans understand the peculiar 
make-up of our northern neighbor, 
divided as it is into two groups with 
different languages and cultures and 
with latent antagonisms which stem 
from Canada’s earliest days. The 
French-speaking element, centered 
In the Province of Quebec and with 
constitutional privileges which- en- 

< aide Ik to exorcise local ascendancy 
tteere, h extremely touchy about 

what it considers its rights and in- 
stinctively reacts Against any at- 
tempt of the English-speaking ma- 
jority in Canada to make its views 
prevail on a nation-wide basis. 

That is the key to Canadian pol- 
itics. We have a partial analogy 
here in the “solid South,” a political 
aftermath of the Civil War and re- 

construction, which, after eighty 
years, still “conditions” political at- 
titudes south of the Mason and Dixon 
Line. In the First World War the 

English-speaking majority imposed 
overseas conscription on Quebec. 
That caused a virtual rebellion there 
and left a legacy of bitterness which 
has endured to this day. To avoid 
a repetition of that impasse, the gov- 
ernment of Mackenzie King has re- 

sorted to a series of compromises, 
logically incompatible yet pragmati- 
cally defensible. Mr. King’s latest 
maneuver apparently has succeeded 
in at least adjourning a “showdown” 
on the conscription issue. The 
course of the war will probably de- 
termine whether such clever imr 
provisations can continue to avoid 
an open breach between Quebec and 
the rest of the Dominion similar to 
that of a generation ago. 

“Work or Fight” Again 
It may be doubted that the re- 

turn to the headlines of that battle- 
scarred veteran of this war—“work- 

or-fight’’—will prove to be of any 
great value in stemming the drift 
away from war work or in over- 

coming the lag in production of 
critical munitions. 

Nearly a year ago the President 
asked Congress to adopt compulsory 
service legislation. “As you know,” 
he said, “I have for three years 
hesitated to recommend a national 
service act. Today, however, I am 

convinced of its necessity.” That 
was on January 11 of this year. Now, 
eleven months later, the need for 
some such legislation is every bit as 

urgent, if not more so, and the 

prospects of getting it are even less 
bright. 

There have been a number of 
reasons for the failure to obtain the 
necessary legislation. Foremost 

among them, perhaps, has been the 
unwillingness of Congress to incur 
the political risks of such a step. 
Another has been that the Presi- 
dent, after his initial statement, 
made no real effort to secure enact- 
ment of the legislation, despite the 
fact that he was convinced of its 
necessity. Still another has been 
the curious attitude of the War 
Manpower Commission toward legis- 
lation and its strong preference for 
the so-called voluntary controls. 

Less than three months after the 
President had asked for a national 
service act, for instance, Paul V. 
McNutt, chairman of the Manpower 
Commission, said that while he 
might have favored such a law 
eighteen months earlier, he would 
regard its enactment in March, 1944, 
as “little less than tragic.” At that 
time he thought the manpower situ- 
ation was “relatively good” and im- 
proving. Furthermore, the commis- 
sion was working on its new con- 

trols, which were to go into effect 
July 1, and which were intended to 
eope with turnover /md labor short- 
ages by the application of employ- 
ment ceilings and the channeling of 
virtually all hiring through the 
United States Employment Service. 

Unfortunately, these controls, 
which looked good on paper, have 
not worked well in practice. Per- 
haps they have simply not been en- 
forced. Or it may be that they are 
unenforceable. In any event, by the 
end of July Mr. McNutt, while still 
defending the program of voluntary 
controls, was describing the drift 
away from war jobs as a “positively 
dangerous development.” And now, 
in its latest monthly report, the War 
Production Board says that in Oc- 
tober “not one of the major cate- 
gories of combat munitions met its 
schedule.” 

In this situation, and with the 
threat of actual munitions short- 
ages at the fronts as a result of 
production failures looming larger, 
the “work-or-fight" remedy is being 
revived. This has not accomplished 
much in the past, but it may drive 
a few men into war production, or 
it may enable military authorities 
to release a few men from the serv- 

ices to war plants through securing 
replacements for them. At its best, 
however, it is an exceedingly poor 
substitute for compulsory service— 
the war obligation which this Na- 
tion has been unwilling to assume. 

Unhappy Greece 
Greece has been great and glorious 

but never happy. The troubles which 
currently disturb the Hellenic scene 
are of a piece with those which have 
been characteristic of it from the 
dawn of history. When the curtain 
rose in the so-called “mythical 
period,” a war already was going 
on—the Revolt 4of the Titans. In 
1383 B. G„ Thebes was desieged by 
Amphion and Zethos. Two Theban 
conflicts occurred between 1225 and 
1212. Then came the long contest 
of which Homer was the chronicler— 
the confederacy against the Trojans, 
ending with the fall of Troy in 1184. 

Next followed the invasions of the 
Illyrians, the Lacedaemonians and 
other alien peoples, 1124 to 1056. 
Sparta and Messenia fought each 
other from 743 to 683—a struggle 
both “bloody and wasteful.” The 
list of similar tragedies Includes 
wars between Corfu and Corinth, 
Lydia and Miletus, the Amphictyones 
and Crissa and Cirrha, the Grecian 
cities of Asia and Croesus, Sparta 
and the Argives, Sparta and Athens. 
It was the incessant turmoil of all 
Hellas that encouraged the Persians 
ta attempt the conquest of the whole 
peninsula. Four different large-scale 
expeditions were launched to the 
identical purpose. The first was 
halted by the Thracians and a eon- 

venient hurricane which destroyed 
the fleet of Darius; the second was 

stopped at Marathon by Miltlades 
and Aristides; the third, led by 
Xerxes, took Athens but was de- 
feated at Salamis by Euryblades, 
and, the last, under Mardonius, was 

destroyed at Plataea and Mycale. 
The Greek allies, however, were 

not satisfied merely to defend their 
own territories. From 470 to 449, 
they pursued the Persians wherever 
they could find them. Meanwhile, 
they quarreled among themselves in 
the old traditional fashion. The 
rivalry between Athens and Bparta 
culminated in a sequence of wars 

of savage intensity. A peace agreed 
upon in 387 was supposed to termi- 
nate the horror, but it proved a 

futile gesture. Weakened by the 
tedious strife, the entire Hellenic 
community was brought into subjec- 
tion by a stranger—Philip of Mace- 
don—in 338. Alexander, the son of 
that King, mastered much of Asia 
in a prodigious endeavor to make a 

•single empire of all the known 
universe, but his dream collapsed 
when he himself died at Babylon 
in 323. 

By 215 the influence of Rome In 
the Eastern Mediterranean had be- 
come strong enough to create mo- 
mentarily a union of resistance 
under Philip V, and again Greece 
was drained of Bweat and tears” in a 
series of clashes with an imperial 
foe. Meanwhile, the barbarians 
from the east and the north were 

pressing in upon Hellas with ever- 

increasing force. In 267 A. D,, the 
Ooths could pillage Corinth, Bparta, 
Athens and many other cities “with- 
out hindrance." Another menace 
appeared from the south In the 
form of fleets and armies of Sara- 
cens beginning in 632. Then fol- 
lowed the Seljuk Turks in 1042. Con- 
stantinople was taken by Mohammed 
II, May 29, 1456, and all Greece was 

under Turkish control by 1478. 
The movement for liberation from 

Ottoman rule started in 1685 but did 
not succeed until 1882. Even then, 
there was no serenity under the 
Hellenic sky. No Greek living today 
can remember even a single day 
when Greece was undisturbed by 
violence or the imminent threat of It. 

“There will be no compromUe 
peace with the arrogant United 
States and Great Britain,” declares 
a wrathful broadcast by Japanese 
Dome!. This agency Is not always 
entirely accurate, but It never spoke 
a truer word. 

If the inaugural plans get much 
more simple It may all end by the 
President-elect and the Chief Justice 
just going into a telephone booth. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

A round dozen hawks visit the Wash- 
ington area, but do not offer much 
danger to the smaller visitors at a bird 
feeding station. 

This is fortunate for the songbirds 
which winter here, for hawks are quite 
as hungry as any, and might be thought 
to be on the watch for congregations 
of smaller species. 

Usually a feeding station which is run 
the year around will not have more 
than two visits from hawks in twelve 
months. 

This is because the hawks are satis- 
fied with mice, moles "and other small 
deer,” as Shakespeare insisted on phras- 
ing it, and such hens as they may pick 
up from the countryside. 

Small birds, too, have something to 
say about it. They are deathly afraid 
of hawks, and scatter to cover at the 
first sight of one. 

Often the blue jay warns them. This 
is one of his major services to small 
species. Another is his hiding of bits 
of food in crevices of bark, where nut- 
hatches, chickadees and brown creepers, 
among others, find them. 

Hawks found in this area include the 
marsh hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, 
Cooper’s hawk, the American goshawk, 
the red-tailetl hawk, the red-shouldered 
hawk, the broad-winged hawk, Ameri- 
can rough-legged hawk, duck hawk, 
pigeon hawk, fish hawk, and sparrow 
hawk. 

Some are seen in summer, others in 
winter. On the whole, there are not 
as many hawks around here as there 
were thirty to forty years ago, but 
there are still enough in the suburban 
areas to offer some danger to small 
birds. 

Most of these hawks, when they tackle 
other birds, do It from a standstill to a 

bird that is at a standstill. 
Upon several occasions we have 

watched hawks fly into some tall lo- 
custs near our feeding station, and 
from there fly as straight as an arrow 
into a group of feeding songbirds 
perched in a rose vine on a fence back 
of the station. 

Evidently one single bird is attacked, 
not the group as a whole. The hawk, 
whether one of the larger ones or the 
smallest, the sparrow hawk, flies di- 
rectly at one bird, upon which his eyes 
have been centered. 

He seizes the bird with his talons 
and flies to the ground, there to hold 
the struggling creature down while his 
vicious beak tears into the heart. It 
is during this stage that one may get 
a shot at him, but unless the hit is 
clear he will fly up and away with his 
prey before completing his destruction. 

Shooting in built-up areas is very 
dangerous, and is now forbidden by 
most county ordinances. Then, too, 
indiscriminate killing of hawks is bad 
business, because by and large they get 
few songbirds, and on the other hand 
do help tremendously in vermin con- 
trol. 

The marsh hawk is a tolerably com- 
mon migrant and winter visitor. Only 
a few sharp-shinned hawks remain in 
winter, which is fortunate, because this 
is one of the bad ones. 

Cooper’s hawk, another bad one, is 
not very common hereabouts any more. 
The goshawk sometimes flies in dur- 
ing a cold winter. The red-tailed hawk, 
a big one, is sometimes seen in win- 
ter, as is the rough-legged. The pigeon 
hawk, now rare, is seen in the fall, if 
at all. 

The little sparrow hawk is a perma- 
nent resident. It should never be 
harmed, since it rarely attacks song- 
birds, and is one of the true beauties 
of the bird world. 

Duck hawks at one time roosted in 
the tower of the old Post Office De- 
partment building at Uth street and 
Pennsylvania avenue. Fortunately for 
pigeons, upon which it often feeds, it 
is rather rare nowadays, 

All in all, the hawks idler little danger 
to birds at feeding stations. Any sud- 
den departure of all the birds from a 
place where they have been eating will 
indicate a hawk around, Usually they 
do not return for several hour*. 

Letters to The Star 
Telia About Collaboration on 

Government Questionnaires 
To th* Uttar of Tho star: 

The Star on November 90 carried an 

excellent editorial entitled "Progress on 

the Home Front.” From hundreds of 
available cases it picked one example 
of the protection afforded business 
against excessive questionnaire by 
Federal agencies wherein 3.000 exporters 
were spared laborious reporting by the 
simple expedient of requesting the 
agency concerned to get the desired in- 
formation from another Federal agency 
which already had collected it. 

Because of complexities and details, 
the full story of simplification and con- 
solidation of questionnaires and report 
forms brought about by the Bureau of 
the Budget as administrator for the 
Federal Reports Act of 1949 never may 
be told. Many of the positive actions 
of the bureau could be itated or sum- 
marised, but it is doubtful if any one 
has an accurate idea as to the addi- 
tional gnd vast amount of reporting 
that might have been launched but 
for the intercession of the Budget Bu- 
reau and the co-operative spirit of 
questionnaire issuing agencies. 

The “Questionnaire Commandos,” 
“Washington Quiz Kids,’’ and the 
“Washington Numbers Racket,” which 
hit front pages across the coun- 
try two years ago probably would not 
have been curbed so effectively were 
it not for the help which came from 
Industry itself through a special com- 
mittee established at the request of 
Harold D. Smith, director of the Budget 
Bureau. This committee, known as the 
Advisory Committee on Government 
Questionnaires, has provided the Bu- 
reau with advice as to the kind of 
records kept by industries, which among 
various proposed reporting systems 
would be least burdensome, when re- 
ports most easily can be ftlfll, and how 
to achieve many other economies in 
coat and manpower, and at the same 
time see to it that Government can 
obtain from business the information 
it actually needs. 

The Advisory Committee on Govern- 
ment Questionnaires is unique. It is 
the only group of consultants at the 
level of the executive office of the 
President. It is entirely independent 
of Government and puts emphasis upon 
the quality — not the quantity of its 
advice. 

It is significant that business men, 
through 70 subcommittees, have gained 
acceptance of 80 per cent of nearly 
1,000 recommendations submitted to the 
bureau in the past two yeara. In ad- 
dition, several hundred “bootleg” ques- 
tionnaires have been investigated at a 

great eavings both to Government and 
Industry. It is safe to say there are 
few examples of more beneficial or suc- 
cessful collaboration between business 
and the Federal Government. 

RUSSELL SCHNEIDER, 
Executive Secretary. Advisory Com- 

mittee on Government Question- 
naires. 

Even the Wild ‘Critters’ Know 
Te the Bdrtor of The SUr: 

In your editorial “Educating the 
Nazis," December 2, you urged that the 
Nasis should be educated piously in 
“our” democracy, as though the Nazis 
did not know anything about democ- 
racy and freedom. But the Nazis, the 
same as all other creatures, know as 
much about democracy and freedom 
as we do. The Nazis have democracy 
and freedom among and for themselves, 
but they criminally refuse the good 
things to anybody but themselves. 
Hence the question is not that of edu- 
cating the Nazis: the question is that 
of eliminating them like so much ver- 
min. This is what the Teheran Con- 
ference calls for: this also Is what the 
Soviet Union is doing. 

From the day creatures are born 
until the day they die, they strive for 
democracy and freedom. Why? Be- 
cause it is one of the first laws of 
nature—it is instinct. That’s why na- 
ture has given all its children means 
for offense and means for defense. 

If you don’t believe the above, catch 
any wild, dumb critter from the wide 
open spaces, take Its freedom away by 
caging it and you will find that its 
main thought Is to regain Its liberty. 
If it can't regain It, It will be very sad. 
It may die Irom sheer longing for lib- 
erty. Why? Instinct—the laws of na- 

ture, of course. And human creatures 
are no exception. Let no man tell you 
that we alone know about freedom and 
democracy. JOSEPH ANDERSON. 

Voice From Small Business 
To the Editor of The Star: 

How can any right-thinking American 
be for conscription? 

Is the New Deal tryipg to get the boys 
Just out of high school (who will be 
looking for Jobs) “out of the way” to 
make the few jobs open for servicemen 
coming home from the war? Then 
when the year is up and the conscripted 
youth can’t find jobs, they’ll go back to 
the services and live off the taxpayers. 

What about the 60.000,000 jobs the New 
Deal promised before election? 

I am 15 years old and run the New 
Moon newspaper for Anacostia and Con- 
gress Heights, and if I have to leave it 
for a year, what would happen to it? 
Naturally, it would cease to exist, I do 
remember Mr. Roosevelt saying that he 
was a friend of small business! Then 
why is he killing it? 

If we plan to arm in preparation for 
another war, then why even talk about 
lasting peace? 

They say. it's so we won’t be caught off 
guard “the next time.” What next time? 

Hitler conscripted youth and threw 
the world into war for his own and his 
party’s alms. 

They wanted world power. So do the 
Communists, and we have many such 
in America today and it'* no use whis- 
pering to ourselves that we don’t. 

The Communists have taken charge 
of a major political party. Do we want 
them to fool our whole Nation—espe- 
cially if we are armed and militaristic? 

That, and many more reasons, is why 
I ask; “How can any right-thinking 
American be for conscription?” 

JAMES A. LEMON, 
Editor,The New Moon. 

Anyway "Rich" 
Prom the St. Louis Post Dispatch. 

A Pennsylvania manufacturer who 
urges, "list's teach the American* to 
want to be rich ggten,” has got hU 
“Again" in the wrong piece. As far as 
most Americans are concerned, the COT* 
reet version would be: “Let'a teach the 

t American* again to want to bo rich." 

, This Changing World 
By Constantin* Brown 

In the absence of a political under- 
standing among the Big Three the 
American and British governments may 
have to revert to the Atlantic Charter 
as the basis for their postwar policies- 

The charter was the embodiment of 
the views of the two remaining great 
world democracies and fell into oblivion 
shortly after the Teheran conference 
because of Mosoow's interpretation of 
that instrument of peace. The inter- 
pretation given to the charter by the 
USSR government, according to the 
few who have been informed of 
the Russian note, is that Ambassador 
Maxim Litvinov signed it in the name 
of his government on January i, 1942, 
in the belief that it would not be 
retroactive. 

The Russian government accepted 
that document with the unspoken 
understanding that territorial changes 
which had occurred prior to the date of 
the signature would not be affected 
by the charter. This meant that those 
portions of Finland, Poland, the Baltic 
States, Bessarabia and Bukovina which 
had been incorporated into the Soviet 
Union before January, 1942, would not 
be affected in any way by Russia put- 
ting her stamp of approval to the 
document. 

Under these co. iitions the American 
and British governments, which were 
anxious not to cross the Soviet wishes, 
preferred to place the Atlantic Charter 
among many other obsolete documents 
such as the Kellogg-Brland pact. 

* * * * 

Since the conclusion of the Moscow 
and Teheran agreements no high-rank- 
ing American or British policy framer 
has mentioned that document which in 
the past was being held before the 
world public opinion as the essence of 
the democratic principles against those 
of the conquest-bent totalitarians. The 
fact that Russia had signed it without 
reservation aerved to calm the qualms 
of many people in this country and in 
Great Britain who were still inclined 
to Judge the Soviet by its policies be- 
tween 1939 and 1941 when Stalin had 
Joined Hitler in dividing the eastern 
portions of Europe. 

The dramatic developments in the 
last few week* In every liberated Euro- 
pean country, and particularly in Greece 
and Italy, compelled the American and 
British policy framers to give some 
thought to the charter. It is obvious 
that the western members of the United 
Nations begin to feel the lack of a con- 

structive policy for the time when all 
organised Nazi resistance ends. This 
has been brought forcefully before the 
public through the lncidenta between 
the United states and Great Britain 
over Greece and Italy. Previous less 
spectacular incidents between Britain 
and Russia when Moscow manipulated 
to overthrow the government of Iran 
because of its willingness to discuss oil 
concessions with London also have con- 
tributed to the western powers' desire 
to have some concrete basis for their 
foreign policies. 

It is fully realized in Washington and 
in London that mere words and state- 
ments that everything will henceforth 
be for the best are not sufficient. As 
th* liberation of Europe from the Nazi 
yoke is proceeding at a greater pace, 
the great political game for power pol- 
icy is also inareasing. The arrange- 
ments reached at Teheran dividing Eu- 
rope into two cones of influence are also 
threatened. They lack the moral 
foundation of Justice and it is obvious 
that while bayonets may keep the lib- 
erated people down for some time, this 
cannot be continued Indefinitely. 

The troubles In the liberated coun- 
tries in Western and Eastern Europe 
are only beginning. A mixture of many 
ideologies together with unbelievable 
physical hardships Is playing havoc with 
our plans to restore at least a relative 
peace on that continent. All those who 
have returned from recently liberated 
countries are unanimous In their sum- 

mary that organized war between the 
Allies and the Germans is being re- 

placed by civil wars in every European 
state. 

* * * * 

This applies to Prance, Belgium and 
all the other liberated countries as far 
as the borders of the U86R. The peo- 
ple are exhausted after five years of 
hardships but they are also driven to 
despair. The nations which are playing 
power politics are encouraging these 
desperate peoples and are helping them 
with arms and ammunition in order to 
gain their political objectives. 

The prospects of a real peace after 
the German defeat are becoming every 
day more questionable and the policy 
framers in Washington are becoming 
aware that unless something is done in 
the near future to improve conditions 
and induce our major allies to revert to 
a reasonable policy, as provided in the 
charter, this war may have been fought 
in vain. 

On the Record 
By Dorothy Thompson 

The line taken by Dr. Goebbele In the 
Oreek affair indicates the seriousness of 
the dilemma of United Nations rela- 
tions. Acting on a pure propaganda 
Impulse, the German radio first took 
the line that the Oreek people were 
rightlv resisting British occupation 
forces. It was an appeal to Europe to 
recognise that the Allies were after 
domination, not liberation. 

But on second thought Goebbele 
changed to a political line. It says to 
the British: I told you so; the European 
continent is undermined with Commu- 
nism; Britain is not strong enough to 
suppress it; Russia will back it; and 
therefore Britain needs Germany, the 
real bulwark against bolshevism. 

This has been the ace card of Ger- 
many since 1WS—the fear of European 
left-wing movements in conservative 
British circles. It lies behind Munich 
and explains the early appeasement 
policy. 

Now Goebbels hopes to revive it, and 
the Greek situation gives the Naaia the 
chance to do so. As Naais, they will not 
succeed. But I am not sure that circles 
who originally backed Fascism will not, 
in the long run, succeed. 

* * * * 
If we criticise British policy, it must 

not be with self-righteousness. The 
United States, in the Oiraud case, made 
similar attempts. We have also not 
chosen to wage a straight anti-Fascist 
war. The United Nation* have not 
developed any principles to guide them. 
The Atlantic Charter, solemnly signed 
by America, Britain and the Soviet 
Union, has been abandoned. Those who 
have insisted on the application of prin- 
ciples have been ealled “idealists," and 
for the first time in American history 
the word is opprobrious. 

The “realists"—for whom the word 
used to be "cynic”—have taken the 
line that power alone is what matters 
and that it can be separately exer- 
cised in assigned areas. 

Now we see where such “realism” leads 
us. Far from establishing our mutual 
power, it brings us into a conflict of 
powers. Instead of easing the conflicts 
between left and right, It exacerbates 
them. We have made a virtue of mud- 
dle-headedness and called it wisdom. 

We have refused to learn from the 
mistakes of our enemies. At Munich, 
and in the Russo-German pact, the 
attempt was made to keep peace by 
dividing Europe into “orbits." At 
Munich, Czechoslovakia came into the 
German “orbit." .When Hitler, there- 

(ore. with realistic logic, believed he 
could occupy Prague and set up a puppet 
government, he was amazed that the 
western powers, especially Britain, cried 
that he had "gone too far." 

The Russo-German pact was an at- 
tempt to define orbits between the 
8oviet Union and Germany. It broke 
over the issue of German penetration 
into Romania and Bulgaria, where the 
orbita crossed. There is no question 
whatever that Greece has, by mutual 
agreement, been made a British "sphere” 
at least during the war—but without 
defining what rights, obligations and 
limitations the assignment entailed. 
The same is true in Poland. It is re- 

garded as within a Soviet orbit, but 
without the obligations and limitations 
of a common policy. 

Now, when each proceeds to act ac- 

cording to unilateral concepts of Inter- 
est, the others are appalled. And 
Britain and the United States being 
democracies, the people in both coun- 
tries react regardless of their govern- 
ment. The Greek issue becomes a Brit- 
ish and an American domestic issue. 
And there is no standard of reference, 
no court of principle, to which the issue 
can be referred. 

* * * e 
There is, however, one place where 

spheres of influence come cheek by 
jowl—Germany. Germany is supposed 
to be occupied by three separate armies, 
and, for that purpose, divided into three 
separate parts. A joint council is sup- 
posed to lay down a common policy. But 
we already have joint councils: The 
Allied Commission for Italy; the Eu- 
ropean Advisory Council In London. 
Neither has prevented the serious rift 
that has arisen over Greece and the 
Italian government. In both cases the 
Russians have stood aside. In Italy, the 
Communist Togliatti, has joined the 
Italian government — without Sforza, 
and without the Socialists, while In 
Greece the British are massacring 
ELAS forces of National Liberation, on 
the ground that they are built around 
a solid core of Communists! 

But in Germany, the Russian interest 
is too strong to permit standing aloof. 
Thus wt risk to have three separate 
policies carried out in the same country, 
simply because we have refused to for- 
mulate a common democratic policy. 

If the Greek question is causing such 
an earthquake, we can only shudder to 
foresee the tempest that may arise over 
Germany. 

(Releaud by the Bell Syndicate, Ine ) 

The Russian Offensive 
By Maj. George Fielding Eliot 

The development of the Russian offen- 
sive in Hungary and Slovakia must be 
observed with increasing anxiety by the 
Oerman high command. 

Three large armies, perhaps more 

properly to he termed groupe of armies, 
are Involved. Two of them appear to 
be advancing along the Danube, that of 
Marshal Tolbukin on the left bank of 
the river and that of Marshal Malinov- 
sky on the right bank. On Malinovsky’s 
right, the army group of Marshal Petrov 
is pushing into Slovakia. The task of 
this force is to seize in succession 
the railways connecting Hungary with 
Southern Poland, so that with each 
successive gain the supply situation of 
the armies deeper in Hungary grows 
easier. 

Malinovsky, in a swift kdvance, has 
now reached the Danube north of Buda- 
pest, at the point where the great river 
swings round in a sharp curve from its 
eastward course to a southerly course of 
Lake Balaton, and is pressing into the 
two gaps east and west of the lake. 

* * * * 
The gap to the east is between Lake 

Balaton and the Danube; that to the 
west (or more properly, the southwest) 
is between Lake Balaton and the Drava. 
Russian success east of the lake—say a 
penetration as far as the important rail 
and road center of Ssekesfehervar— 
would almost certainly entail the fall of 
Budapest and a Junction of Tolbukin'a 
right flank with Malinovsky’s left on 
the Danube above Budapest. This would 
seem to Indicate a Russian advance 
astride the Danube on Bratislava and 
Vienna. Russian success southwest of 
Lake Balaton—say an advance to the 
rail and road center of Nagykanissa^- 
might be the prelude to another ad- 
vance on Vienna from the south, through 
Wiener Neustadt. 

Viewed on the wider field of the whole 
strategic situation in Eastern Europe, 
however, this Russian progress makes 
even worse reading in Berlin. 

Tor as the two army groups on either 
side of the Danube gain ground, and as 
Tahrov pushes forward between the Rus- 
sian massed Ms lungary and the Rua- 

(Una In Southeastern Poland, the way 
is certainly being cleared for a further 
advance of the Russian forces farther 
north, between Warsaw and the Car- 
pathians. Here the front has been static 
for months, but the Russians still hold 
their bridgehead across the Vistula in 
the area of Sandomiers. 

A Russian advance deep into Central 
Poland would have been dangerous while 
the Germans still held the twin flanking 
bastions of East Prussia and the Car- 
pathians; but now Petrov Is clearing the 
Carpathian passes one by one, and the 
Russians are coming into possession of 
the Hungarian Plain south and south- 
west of the mountains. 

Inevitably the time must come when 
this Russian advance south of the moun- 
tains must entail a corresponding Rus- 
sian advance north of the mountains— 
which means at least an extension of 
the present Russian bridgehead west of 
the Vistula toward Kielce and Cracow, 
and probably a general RussUn advance 
all along the front from East Prussia 
to Silesia. 

This must be the nightmare which 
wakes little German generals howling ip 
the night; for how they would ever find 
the effectives to stop it, they surely can 
net teil. Already they have been heavily 
strained to keep the Ruasians out of 
Budapest as long as they have. 

* * * * 

Now the strain is telling and their 
lines are giving way. The call is for 
men and more men; but that is a call 
to which the German high command 
can give only limited response. The 
task of the high command is now to dole 
out its reserves and replacements, a 
little hare and a little there as the de- 
mand becomes lint urgent and then 
Imperative; but to provide a great mass 
of maneuver to meet a first-class emer- 
gency is quite another matter. And » 
Russian thrust across Central Boland 
toward the great industrial district of 
Bilesia, coupled'with a Russian advanee 
astride, the Danube on Vienna, would 
certainly be not only a firat-eiass but a 

deuble-baxrtdedwnerftnc^ 

Fifth Term Race 
By Roosevelt Seen 

Democrat* Already Have Begun 
Campaign, Say* Observer 

By David Lawrenca 
Unless sows Illness or disability net 

now foreseen stands In the way. Presi- 
dent Roosevelt will be a candidate for a 

fifth term. 
The world crisis will not be over by 

1*4* and the problems facing the Nation 
will be of such a serious nature that 
the argument of presidential experience 
will again be brought to the fore. There 
are many persons who insist that the 
President's health will not stand even 
a fourth term, but Mr. Roosevelt ha* a 

rugged constitution and it appears that 
the winning of the last election served as 
a tonic to him and removed the cause 
of many months of nervous worry con- 

cerning the outcome. 
The truth 1* the Democratic party 

has developed no candidate of the vote- 
getting capacity of Mr. Roosevelt, and 
a party that has broken the third and 
fourth terra precedents can have no 
logical reason for stopping at a fifth 
term. 

Henry Wallace Is the only man being 
prominently mentioned a* a possible 
nominee for 1948 but if the party sees 
any chance to name Mr. Roosevelt and 
secure his acceptance Mr. Wallace will 
be brushed aside, though he would be 
assured second place on the ticket. 

Campaign Already Began. 
These comments are prompted by a 

fact scarcely realized by the general 
public, which is that the 1048 presiden- 
tial campaign has already begun. It 
began this time as have the other Roose- 
velt campaigns, namely on the day after 
the election. Day in and day out the 
publicity of the Government agencies is 
geared to political benefits and it makes 
many a veteran of political campaigns 
smile to read that in the last campaign 
the press favored the Republicans—a 
charge made by New Dealers whose real 
purpose is to smear the editorial pages 
because they know they have dominated 
the news pages for many years. 

It is the front page and other news 
pages during the four years between 
elections which establishes prejudices 
and wins votes. Dr. Gallup is authority 
for the comment that very little change 
In percentages was recorded In his poll* 
taken just before the time of the na- 
tional conventions and election day. 
Other scientific surveys have convinc- 
ingly made the same point. 

The Republicans are mistaken if they 
believe they could have won the last 
campaign with any other candidate or 

with any other,, speeches or policies. It 
is Impossible for any party to do in four 
months what four years have already 
done or undone. The record made by 
Republican votes on roll calls in Con- 
gress during four years couldn’t have 
been undone by the Republican presi- 
dential candidate or by the party plat- 
form pledges any more than an affirma- 
tive program eould have been publicized 
by the Republican nominee in four 
months as against Mr. Roosevelt'* 13 
years of Government publicity. 

Republicans Must Aet. 
The Republicans, in order to win, will 

virtually have to select their leader In 
advance, too. They had better develop 
and train Gov. Dewey and organise a 
steering committee of leaders Inside 
and outeide Congress with a huge poli- 
tical organisation in every State, active 
every week of the four-year period, than 
to begin arguing about rival candidates 
or to wait till July, 1948, before getting 
started. 

For on* thing, money-raising and the 
lending of time are no longer obstacle*. 
The Democratic administration has 
completely demolished the Federal Cor- 
rupt Practices Act by allowing the CIO 
unions and officials to do about as they 
pleased and this opens a big loophole 
for corporation executives and money- 
raising activities for political clubs and 
organizations In every precinct In the 
land. The Republican politicians owe 
a debt of gratitude to the reactionary 
thinking of the Roosevelt administra- 
tion on the subject of the "thousand 
dollar" clubs and CIO-PAC. Elections 
are won by organization and that means 
time and money. Apparently the law, 
as now interpreted, permits unlimited 
fund raising and activity before thi 
conventions actually select their candi- 
dates. 

The fifth-term movement will de- 
velop as did the third and fourth term 
movements. Mr. Roosevelt will not 
disclose his intentions in advance. 
Other candidates meanwhile will be 
kept from splitting the party into fac- 
tions. The momentum of the Demo- 
cratic party organization will be main- 
tained and even Increased with the 
announced plans of CIO-PAC to con- 
tinue in operation and even to inten- 
sify its political activity. 

(Reeroduetlon Rights Rmmd.) 

The Greater Evil 
From th« Montreal La Preaae. 

The present war to a sadly eloquent 
Illustration of the evils which they may 
draw down upon themselves and their 
people If they believe it to be a good 
thing to muszle the press. For having 
wished to prevent the people from know- 
ing what was happening both within 
and without the country, Germany to- 
day is on the brink of ruin. If they 
are not entirely blind, Hitler and his 
advisers should perceive the mistakes 
which they have made. As has been 
said many times, the excesses and abuses 
that sometimes result from the liberty 
of the press cannot justify the suppres- 
sion of that liberty. The moment the 

I mouths of the press are closed, it is 
tyranny that takes its place with all 
those evils which are Infinitely more In- 
supportable than those it was sought to 
correct. History furnished numerous 
examples, throughout all the centuries 
and in almost all countries. 

Outpost 
Th$ evening if like a thousand ethers 

of its kind; 
A tattered file ef ancient dog-eared 

magasinet; 
Under blue fume of eigerettes the hands 

of poker flash; 
Nostalgic eyes unseeitiyly remember 

former scenes. 

A battle-scarred plane; acrest its rick- 
ety keyboard 

A soldier’s grimy hands grope toward 
the past; 

Unshaven and in ragged slothes he finds 
the chord; 

The song soars up on brilliant wings 
at lost. 

And there beyond the tarnished weari- 
ness and smoke, 

beyond the oHok of billiards and pooh 
***** 

testament of faith: 
Aerate the miles and years the passion 

of baeihoven Jaas. _ 
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