
Weather Forecast 
Clearing, lowest near 15 tonight. To- 

morrow lair and very cold. 

Temperatures today—Highest, 66. at 
12:01 a.m.: lowest, 34. at noon. Yes- 
terday—Highest, 56, at 10:55 p.m.; low- 
est, 32, at 2:35 a.m. 
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NAZIS FORM SOLID 35-MILE BELGIAN FRONT 
Two Armored Columns Advance 
To Within Four Miles of Meuse 

At Least 2 Enemy 
Armies Revealed 
In Big Drive 

®t the Associated Press. 

PARIS, Dec. 26.—Two German 
armored columns by Sunday 
night had plunged 50 miles into 
Belgium, reaching within 4 miles 
of the Meuse (Maasi River. The 
enemy wiped out the American 
St. Vith salient and formed a 
solid front 35 miles wide. 

Supreme headquarters disclosed 
this information today. 

Two and possibly three Nazi 
armies have been flung into the 
counteroffensive, believed at su- 
preme headquarters to have been 
planned by Hitler himself in an ef- 
fort to shatter Allied forces in the 
west. 

11-Mile Advance. 
Backed up by infantry, the twin 

German tank pushes had careened 
11 more miles into Bqigium since 
the last previous headquarters re- 

port. 
They had pinched off the Ameri- j 

can stand west of St. Vith—a jut- I 
ting salient that had split the Ger-' 
man offensive prongs—and formed j 
a single bulge 35 miles wide and now 
50 miles or more deep. 

Punching due west, one Nazi tank 
column neared Celles, only 4 miles 
from the Meuse at Dinant and just 
8 miles northeast of the French 
border. 

Another columji hit west and 
north, reaching Ciney, in a 10-mile j 
gain. Ciney lies 9 miles from the 
Meuse and 14 miles from the jutting 
northeast corner of France. Ciney j 
and Celles are 6 miles apart. 

The security news cloak covered 
any further progress these thrusts 
may have made since Sunday night, i 
At latest reports a battle was raging, 
in this genera! area, with the Ger- 1 

mans building up forces west of j 
Rochefort and south of Marche. | 
The deep Sunday gains came after | 
the invaders had been held almost 
to a standstill for 48 hours. 

In the heart of the German bulge * 
a surrounded American force several 1 

thousand strong fought doggedly to JE 
hold the important Belgian road hub I * 
of Bastogne after rejecting a sur- i * 

render ultimatum. It is under in- * 

cessant Nazi armor and infantry j 1 
attacks. j1 

Counterassault Gains Ground. 
The whole hope of this isolated ) 

force focused to the south, where 
Gen. Eisenhower's counterassault , 

had beaten back up the Arlon road 
within 5 miles of Bastogne—and 
still was gaining ground. 

The American wedge west ’of St.! 
Vith had kept Field Marshal Karl 
von Rundstedt’s drives split. 

German stabs had veered north j 
of Laroche through to Grandmenil 
and Liemeux, threatening to cut 
off Americans dug in on ridges west 
of St. Vith and keeping Von Rund- 
stedt’s assault prongs from merging. 

These forces had to be pulled out 
In rear guard fighting the last two 
or three days, supreme headquarters1 
said, and the German junction had 
been formed by Christmas morning. 

Details Lacking. 
There were no reports whether this 

withdrawal was completely success- 
ful or if some armor and infantry 
that had held the pocket for almost! 
a week had been left behind. 

The northern line of the German 
bulge now runs from north of Roche- 
fort, which has fallen to the Ger- 
mans. northeast through Marche, 
Hotton and Grandmenil, then north- 
west of Lierneux to near Stavelot, 
than 14 miles east to Bullingen and 
on to Monschau in Germany. Roche- 
fort is 15 miles from the Meuse. 

A field dispatch declared Von 
Rundstedt apparently now was 

seeking a break-through toward 
Namur rather than Liege, 34 miles 
northeast of Namur. The Germans 
were more than 30 miles from Na- 
mur by Sunday. 

Besides pounding into Rochefort, 
German armor and infantry farther 
southeast also had taken Libramont, 
only 23 miles from Sedan and 16 
miles from the French border. 
Pr isoners said the German timetable 
called for Paris by January 17. 

tanks Gain Near Duren. 
Even as the German offensive bit: 

deeper into Belgium. Americans to 
the northeast at Duren, 20 miles 
from Cologne, had entered Windem 
4 miles below Duren. Sunday, and 
cleared Obernaubach, a mile farther 
down. 

While the huge ground battle in 
Belgium raged on. the 8th Air Force 
got in its fourth straight day of at- 
tacks. Thousands of German ve- 
hicle# and 500 enemy planes have 
been knocked out by Allied flyers 
since the start of the German coun- 
teroffensive. 

For the first time, the main Ger- 
man pressure in Belgium appeared 
to be turning from the west, where: 
there still were slight gains, to the 
northwest or north. 

A field dispatch dated Monday, 
however, said the tide seemed to be 
turning against the Germans in the j 
Stavelot sector, along the northern 
rim of the German break-through. 

600 Nazi Dead Counted. 
Americans counted 600 German 

dead and 34 tanks knocked out on 
the armor-churned snowfield near 
Staumond, 5 miles west of Stavelot. 
where the Germans had been held 
to a standstill. Yank forces drove 
the Nazis out of La Gleize, 3 miles 

Two additional men from the 
District area have been reported 
killed in this war. See "On the 
Honor Roll,” Page A-2. 

|See WESTERN FRONT, Page A-5.1^' 

Arrow's indicate action on the western front today, w'here 
German troops driving into Belgium have squeezed out an 
American wedge west of St. Vith and formed a single invasion 
bulge, pointed generally toward the Meuse (Maas) River. 
Americans on the south side of the salient w'ere pushing toward 
Bastogne in an effort to rescue forces encircled there. On the 
Roer River front other American units drove into Winden. 
Shaded area, except for Bastogne (white circle', is German held. 

AP Wirephoto. 

Western Front 
Situation Today 

By the Associated Press. 

Canadian 1st Army and British 
2d Army: Front unchanged. 

United States 9th Army: No ma- 

jor change reported on Roer River 
line. 

United States 1st Army: Germans; 
wiped out American saiient at St. 
Vith, welding forces into giant bulge 
into Belgium; Nazi advances con- 
inued as Americans threw in great 
lir strength yesterday. Rescue; 
:orce was 5 miles from Bastogne 
where Americans held out. Germans 
occupied Libramont. 23 miles from 
Sedan, and Rochefort, 14’2 miles 
from Meuse River. 

United States 7th Army: No ma- 
jor change reported on Palatinate 
front inside Germany. 

French 1st Army: No important 
change reported. 

U. S. Bombers Pound 
Nazi Supply Lines 
For Fourth Day 

Two Railroad Yards 
In Coblenz Area 

Among Targets 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 26.—In strong 
support of American troops bat- 
tling the German offensive, 
United States bombers and fight- 
ers for the fourth day attacked 
enemy communication and sup- 
ply lines today. 

Headquarters .of the United States 
Strategic Air Force announced that 

thea targets included two railroad 
yards in the Coblenz area and 
bridges and rail lines between Co- 
blenz and Bonn. 

The communique said 150 Libera- 
tors and Flying Fortresses, accom- 
panied by more than 300 Mustangs 
and Thunderbolts, participated in 
the rail attacks. The targets, 
through which most of the traffic 
for the German western forces flow, 
were bombed visually. 

78 Enemy Planes Destroyed. 
The powerful four-day Allied 

aerial assault was designed not only 
to help the hard-pressed American 
forces but to knock the Luftwaffe 
out of the skies. Supreme Allied 
headquarters said 78 enemy planes 
were destroyed yesterday. American 
losses were 13 heavy bombers, seven 
medium bombers and 43 fighters. 

Up to 500 Fortresses and Libera- 
tors of the United States lath Air 
Force based in Italy made a heavy 
attack yesterday on a synthetic oil 
refiner}' at Brux. 50 miles north of 
Prague, while rocket-firing Thun- 
derbolts blasted rail lines, fuel 
dumps and trains on the Brenner 
Pass route. Twelve bombers were 
lost in the Brux raid. 

Airdrome Attacked. 
Fighters of the 12th Air Force 

also attacked the Milan-Bresso Air- 
drome and railyards in Austria. 

A dispatch from Switzerland said 
an Allied air attack yesterday after- 
noon was believed to have demol- 
ished the largest powder factory in 
Northern Italy. Heavy blasts in the 
Milan area shook houses on the 
Swiss-Italian border, the report 
said. 

Navy Man Is Killed 
Examining Jap Rifle 
By the Associated Press. 

PIEDMONT, Mo., Dec. 26.—George 
Lee Lewis, jr., 21, an electrician's 
mate, first class, in the Navy, 
brought home a Japanese rifle as a 
souvenir of his two years in the 
South Pacific. 

While he was examining the rifle 
yesterday it was accidentally dis- 
charged. He w'as shot through the 
head and died instantly. ■ 1 

More Than 8 Divisions 
Trapped as Russians 
Close in on Budapest 

Capital Almost Encircled 
By T 5-Mile Advance to 

Western City Limits 
Ey the Associated Pres*. 

MOSCOW, Dec. 28.—Eight to 10 
divisions of Germans and Hun- 
garians today were reported 
trapped in Budapest—cut off 
from escape except by air or pos- 
sibly one road usable only by 
night—as the Red Army drove 
to the western city limits in a 

15-mile advance. 
The encirclement of the Hun- 

garian capital was virtually com- 

pleted, and front dispatches said; 
Soviet guns had begun a systematic 
shelling of two airports still held by i 
the enemy, while Stormoviks and 
medium bombers flew incessant i 

sorties over the strife-torn capital. j 
The greatest panic was reported 

from inside the city in full view of 
Russian units which yesterday 
drove to the lofty hills of Budakesz, 
adjoining the city limits of Buda. 
western half of the capital. 

Autos Seized. 
The Germans were reported to 

have seized all available automo- 
biles and buses and put them under 
strict military command, ordering 
the Hungarian drivers to stand by 
with blankets and all the warm 

clothing possible. This led to the 
speculation that large enemy units 
might try to make a break for it. 

The last narrow escape corridor 
that appeared still open to them, on 
the basis of front-line dispatches, 
extended 19 miles northwest from 
the capital to Esztergom, on the 
southern bank of the big Danube 
bend. 

The ring around the capital was 

completed in all other directions— 
at distances ranging from less than 
2 miles on the west to about 9 miles 
on the east. 

Today’s communique also dis- 
closed a continuing Red Army surge 
westward in Southern Czecho- 
slovakia along the Hron (Garaml 
River in the vicinity of Leva 
(Levicei in a drive along the routes 
to Vienna and Bratislava, now less 
than 98 miles and 65 miles distant, 
respectively. 

Enemy Losses Mount. 
But the war bulletin emphasized 

the squeeze on Budapest, declaring 
that in the last five days of fighting 
west and southwest of the capital 
the Russians had killed 14,000 Ger- 
man and Hungarian soldiers, cap- 
tured 5,468 and destroyed or seized 
vast quantities of war material, in- 
cluding 101 self-propelled guns, yes- 
terday. 

Despite the possibility of an at- 
tempted breakout from Budapest, 
the impression in Moscow was that 
the Germans intend to make a 
stand and turn the city into a 
battlefield. 

There were no indications that 
the Russians had yet begun to shell 
anything but the airports and sub- 
urban escape routes to the north- 
east, but big Soviet guns were in 
position to open up devastating fire 
on the defenders inside the city if 
resistance keeps up much longer. 

In the drive west of the Danube, 
the Russians moved within 11 miles 
of Felso Galla, a principal railway 
and highway junction on the path 
to the Austrian frontier. Forty 
communities were overrun. 

The German high command ap- 
peared to be attempting to set up a 
defense line based on the Bakany 
Forest, which runs from the north- 
east to the southwest, parallel with 
the Austrian frontier. Here the 
Nazis were piling up reserves for a 
defense of Austria, rather than an 
attempted drive to relieve the be- 
leaguered garrison at Buda]&t. I 

Palompon Falls, 
Ending Drive 
To Take Leyte 

Japs' Last Port 
Won in Surprise 
Amphibious Action 

NAVY DOMINATES sea and air in 
Philippines, Forrestal says. 

Page A-2 

By the Associated Press. 

GEN. Mac ARTHURS HEAD- 
QUARTERS, Philippines, Dec. 26. 
—A Christmas morning surprise 
for Japan in the form of an am- 
phibious invasion of Palompon 
Harbor brought the bloody, 67- 
day Leyte-Samar campaign to an 
end except for mopping-up oper- 
ations, and Gen. MacArthur to- 
day hailed “perhaps the greatest 
defeat in the military annals of 
the Japanese Army.’’ 

The American 77th Division, mov- 
ing up from Ormoc iiuo Palompon, 
the enemy's last remsnning port on 
Leyte, stormed ashore under cov- 
ering fire from patrol-torpedo boats 
and artillery. The Japanese were 
caught between these troops and 
others moving overland, and could 
offer only token resistance. 

By nightfall of Christmas Day,! 
Maj. Gen. A. D. Bruce, commander 
of the 77th, informed headquarters: 

“The 77 th Infantry Division's 
Christmas contribution to the Leyte 
campaign is the capture of Palom- 
pon, last main Japanese port on 
Leyte. We are grateful to the Al- 
mighty on this birthday of His Son."; 

The magnitude of this first phase 
of the Philippines liberation was 
reflected In Gen. MacArthur's an- 
nouncement that 112,728 Japanese 
had been killed and 493 captured 
on Leyte and nearby Samar Island, 
on which there was considerably 
less opposition. 

V. S. Losses Listed. 
The Americans lost 2,623 killed,^ 

8,422 wounded and 172 missing— 
a total of 11,217. 

"The enemy's ground forces par-, 
ticipating in the campaign have 
been practically annihilated,” Gen. 
MacArthur declared. Some of 
Japan's best troops were committed 
to the defense of Leyte, which Tokyo! 
considered ‘‘the decisive battle for 
our homeland.” 

Further, the communique said, 
2,748 enemy planes were destroyed 
in the Philipines since the Leyte 
invasion October 20. and a total of 
27 warships and 41 transports sunk 
as 10 convoys seeking to reinforce 
the besieged Leyte garrision were 
smashed. The totals did not include 
enemy losses in the naval battle 
of Leyte Gulf October 25. 

"The completeness of this desruc- 
tion has seldom been paralleled in 
the history of warfare.” Gen Mac- 
Arthur said. "Gen. Yamashita has 
sustained perhaps the greatest de- 
feat in the military annals of the 
Japanese Army.” 

Yamashita Defeated. 
Gen. Tomoyuki Yamashita is Jap- 

anese comander of Jap forces in the 
Philippines. Japans hero of the 
Singapore and Malaya campaigns. 

Invasion of the east coast of Leyte 
involved the most powerful carrier 
force used in any Pacific operation. 
The fate of the campaign hung in 
precarious balance early on October 
25. when Vice Admiral Thomas C. 
Kincaid's 7th Fleet met and defeated 
^ Japanese battle force in the largest 
fleet action of the war in any theater. 

Then the Americans fought in- 
land and around to the northeastern 
shoulder of the island, and on De- 
cember 8 secured a grip on the west 
coast by landing in Ormoc Bay. 

They seized the port of Ormoc. 
vital to Japanese supply, three days 
later. This sealed the doom of 
thousands of crack Japanese troops 
fighting bitterly in a corridor be- 
tween Ormoc and Carigara Bay to 
the north. The Yank 32d Division 
was pressing toward a junction with 
the 77th at Ormoc in a bottling up 
action. 

Sealed off at Ormoc, the Japanese 
had to depend for reinforcement on 

Palomppn, a secondary port at best, 
but soon this was brought under 
Yank artillery fire and air assault. 
Its seizure meant the end of the 
Leyte campaign for Japan. 

Fighting Was Furious. 
In the last week or so Japanese 

dead have been picked up at a rate 
of 1,500 to 2,000 a day, so furious was 
the fighting. 

Gen. MacArthur’s announcement 
of 112,728 Japanese killed on the 
two islands was broken down into 
54.338 abandoned dead, 18,500 esti- 
mated dead not yet collected, about 
30 000 troops drowned in the de- 
struction of reinforcement convoys 
and 9,890 crewmen aboard these 
ships. 

Seven combat divisions—the 7th, 
77th, 24th, 32d, 96th, the 1st Cavalry 
and the 11th Airborne divisions— 
were committed to tne operation, in 
addition to Army engineers. Navy 
Seabees, aviation construction units 
and supply forces. Gen. MacArthur 
shortly after invading Leyte en- 

visaged the island as a potential 
“great base for all arms for future 
operations.” 

Carrier planes of the 3rd and 7th 
(See PHILIPPINES,Pag«^A^27j 
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Hirohito Opens Diet, 
Warns Japanese War 
Situation Is Critical 

Army and Navy Praised 
'For Destroying the 
Powerful Enemy' 

Ey the A&&ociated Press. 

Emperor Hirohito's rescript 
read today at the formal open- 
ing of the 86th regular session of! 
the Japanese Diet warned that 
“the war situation is becoming 
more critical.” 

The broadcast of his message, re- 
corded by the Federal Communica- j 
tlons Commission, urged his sub- 
jects to "truly devote their total1 
effort to repel the enemy.” 

Hie Emperor praised the Jap- 
anese Army and Navy for "destroy- 
ing the powerful enemy,” and was 

quoted: 
“While the war situation in 

Greater East Asia progresses daily 
the alliances with our friendly na- 
tions are also being further soldi- 
fled. 

"We expect to see an early ac-! 
complishment of the objective of 
this sacred war.” 

The Emperor called on his min- 
isters to "submit the budget draft 
plans for the fiscal year 1945 and 
lor extraordinary military expendi- 
tures.” 

First sessions of the Parliament 
were held last Saturday. Plenary j sessions open tomorrow, when the 
Diet will hear reports on the war 
situation from the Army and Navy 
ministers. After that. Domei said, 
the Diet will recess until after New 
Year Day. 

Preparations were made for the I 
Diet to adjourn to air raid shelters 
at a moment's notice when and if 
American Super Fortresses appear 
over the capital. 

Low Near 15 Expected 
In Cold Wave Due Tonight 

Another cold wave is due to hit 
Washington tonight and carry tem- 

peratures down to 15 degrees. 
Unpleasant weather is predicted 

for the District today with cloudy j 
skies, winds of 20 miles an hour 
with gusts reaching 25 miles an 

hour and temperatures which will 
stay a little above freezing. Early 
tonight the temperature will drop 
to freezing and continue down- 
ward. 

Tomorrow will be fair and con- 
tinue "very cold." The mercury is 
expected to begin a rise tomorrow 
night, the Weather Bureau said. 

Washington's weather will be part 
of a cold wave which will hit the 
Ohio Valley and Middle North At- 
lantic States tonight and tomorrow. 

The frigid spell had struck the 
Middle West today, with an average 
of 15 below zero in Northern and 
Eastern Iowa. Wisconsin and Min- 
nesota. Chicago registered 7 below, 
while Rockford, 111.. 75 miles north- 
west. reported 22 below. The cold 
was expected to diminish in inten- 
sity as it spread over the East to- 
night. Low temperatures ranging 
from minus 10 in North New Eng- 
land to 20 above in North Carolina 
were expected by morning. 

Norway's Prime Minister 
Asks Allied Invasion Now 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 26.—Johan Ny- 
gaardsvold, Prime Minister of Nor- 
way, disclosed late today that his 
government had urged the Allies to 
iaunch an immediate invasion of 
Norway from the west. 

In a broadcast to his homeland 
Mr. Nygaardsvold called on every 
Norwegian to hamper the Germans 
in any way possible, ljy sinking 
Nazi transports or sabotaging com- 
munications. He warned that every 
German soldier who escapes to the 
south will help lengthen the war. 

“In time to come, when the fight- 
ing will become still more intense 
and may affect the whole of our 
people more directly, we must be 
prepared to accept all sacrifices 
which the situation will demand,” 
he said. 

— 

Businessman, Victim 
Of Robin Hood Thefts, 
Plunges to Death 
By the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK. Dec. 26 —Oscar 
H. Gropper, 57. owner of a 
leather goods firm where a 

secretary' recently was accused 
of Robin Hood” thefts to give i 
employes pay raises, plunged to 
his death today from his ninth- 
floor hotel suite, police re- 

ported. 
Mr. Gropper left notes to his 

wife and his attorney, police 
said, in which he had written: 
"Thefts have ruined me.” 

He was head of Gropper. Inc., 
from which Mrs Madeline 
Dunnigan. 22. was accused on 
December 8 of taking between 
$30,000 and $40,000. She is 
under arrest on a charge of 
grand larceny. 

19 German Prisoners 
Still at Large From 
Camp in Arizona 

Break Reveals Prien, 
Who Sank Royal Oak, 
Is Held at Same Base 

A Nazi celebration of western 
front victories that was broken 
up with clubs preceded the week- 
end escape of 25 Germans from 
the war prisoner camp at Papago 
Park, near Phoenix. Ariz., the 
Associated Press reported today, 
as the search went forward for 
the 19 men still at large. 

Col. William A. Holden, camp 
commandant, said Army guards had 
to resort to force to end a demon- 
stration Saturday by a "couple hun- 
dred" prisoners in one of the camp 
compounds. Conceding that some 
of the prisoners may have fled dur- 
ing the demonstration. Col. Holden 
thought that most of them prob- 
ably got away during a severe rain- 
storm Sunday night. 

Preliminary reports indicated the 
prisoners, who included former sub- 
marine crewmen and soldiers, 
escaped by scaling a double barbed- 
wire fence, and only six have been 
recaptured. Col. Holden said that 
“we hesitate to say exactly what 
happened until the investigating 
board of officers reports." 

Guenther Prien Prisoner. 

The break was responsible for the 
disclosure that Guenther Prien, 
famed German submarine com- 
mander, is a prisoner at Papago 
Park. Prien, who dashed into 
Scapa Flow early in the war and 
torpedoed the British dreadnaught 
Royal Oak. was first reported to 
have been among those who escaped, 
but this was denied. 

Saturday’s display by the pris- 
oners "ostensibly was a combina- 
tion celebration of Marshal von 
Rundstedt’s success and Christmas,” 
Col. Holden said. He explained that 

: the camp was "alerted and precau- 
tionary measures taken Saturday 
i morning because I felt something 
| was in the wind.” 

The ranking officer among the 
men at large, according to the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, is Lt. 
Col. Jurgen Wattenberg, 43. He is 
6 feet 1 inch tall; weighs 165 pounds; 

| has blue eyes, light brown hair, very 
I thin prominent nose and receding 
| chin. The German is of pleasing 
i personality and speaks excellent 
! English. 

The six men recaptured were 
named by the FBI as three army 
enlisted men and three on w'hich no 

! details were available. Thev were 
identified as Karl Heinz Frenzel, 21. 
English-speaking private first class; 
Helmut Guggar, 19, corporal; Her- 
mann Johann Streng, 22. corporal, 
and Herbert Fuchs. Ferdinand Fuge 
at|d Kurt Strehle. 

Linguists Among Escapees. 
Most of the men still free are 

officers. 
Several linguists are among this 

group. They include Wolf Claus. 28 
years old; Helmut Drescher, 22 
speaks English and French; Wil- 
helm Gunther, 38, speaks English; 
Fritz Guggenberger, 29, speaks some 
English; Otto Hoferichter, 34; Haiti 

(See PRISONERS^ Page A-3.) 

Lack of OPA Orders 
On Rationing Changes 
Causes Confusion 

Grocers Use Information 
From Newspapers on 

Rules Effective Today 
34 PER CENT OP Manhattan's meat 

markets closed in protest. 
Page A-3 

Many food stores in the Wash- 
ington area were reported in 
confusion today as major changes 
in food rationing went into effect 
The city's 1.500 food retailers 
resumed business without official 
word of the revisions, which sent 
butter rising to 24 points a pound 
and return a number of canned 
vegetables to the ration list. 

The District Office of Price Ad- 
ministration reported it was flooded 
with inquiries from consumers and 
grocers and was without official 
confirmation of the changes an- 
nounced yesterday from either the 
regional or national OPA. 

"AH we know is what we read in 
the newspapers,” a food rationing 
official at the District office de- 
clared. He said some retailers were 
confused over certain phases of the 
new program as a result of "con- 
flicting reports.” 

Will Mail Charts Today. 
The National OPA explained that 

ration changes are channeled 
through regional offices and the 
regional office in New' York, which 
serves Washington, reported that a 

telegram confirming the changes 
was going out today to the local of- 
fice. 

A spokesman in New York also 
reported that printed charts with 
the new ration values probably 
would be mailed grocers here by to- 
night, This is the usual procedure, 
it was said. Steps could not be taken 
sooner, he said, because of the 
Christmas holiday, w'hich found 
most district and local OPA offices 
closed. 

OPA originally had planned to 
announce the change tomorrow 
morning. but-"leaks” developed over 
the week end. forcing the agency to 
make the changes public yesterday, 
a National OPA spoksman said. 

Pending a report from the local 
OPA. stores were depending on 

newspaper accounts of the revisions 
to carry them through the day. 

‘Tt's a mess.” an official of one 
chain grocery commented. "We have 
six phones going, answering ques- 
tions. We are telling them to go 
along as best they can, from what 
they read in the newspapers.” 

“Runs” Not Expected. 
Meanwhile, with point-free meats, 

including bacon, sausage, liver and 
utility beef going back on the ration 
list Sunday, store operators braced 
themselves for ‘'runs” on these com- 
modities. 

Both the food industry and the 
local OPA expressed belief, however, 
that runs would not develop, because 
supplies of some meats have been 
low for some time, and in many 
stores, not available at all. 

In returning canned vegetables to 
the ration list and raising the point 
value of butter, the OPA canceled 
all red and blue stamps which be- 
came good before December 1 as well 
as all sugar stamps and home 
canning certificates except sugar 
stamp 34. 

All of these changes are effective 
today. Canned vegetables which 
once more require points are canned 

'corn. peas, green and wax beans, 
asparagus and spinach. 

Most Meats Require Points. 
In a further broadening of ration- 

j ing, about 85 per cent of all meats 
i will take points beginning Sunday. 

Meanwhile, the Republican Pood 
Study Committee called for a food 

j "czar” with unlimited authority over 
pricing and distribution. 

Representative Jenkins of Ohio 
chairman of the 44-man House 
group, did not comment spe- 
cifically on OPA’s announcement 
over the week end of tighter fooc 
rationing. But he said the present 
food situation was due to failure 
of the administration to appoint i 

single man to supervise the han- 
dling of food as the committee rec 
ommended some time ago. 

“A single individual, free from th 
(See POOD, ^jage A-3.) 

Churchill Goes 
To Athens; Acts 
To End Fighting 

Ton of Dynamite 
Found Near Hotel; 
Eden With Chief 

By the Associated Pres*. 

ATHENS, Dec. 26.—Prime Min- 
ister Churchill today sought to 
end the bloody Greek civil war 
as a British patrol reported dis- 
covering a ton of dynamite under 
streetcar lines opposite the main 
doors of the Hotel Grand Bre- 
tagne. 

Officials of the Greek government 
and Lt. Gen. Ronald M. Scobie live 
at the hotel. 

'The dispatch from Athens did 
not say whether Mr. Churchill 
was staying at the hotel.* 
The dynamite, which the patrol 

said was in boxes bearing German 
markings, apparently was laid dur- 
ing the night as the area had been 
carefully searched last evening. 

Eden With Churchill. 
Mr. Churchill arrived here yester- 

day accompanied by British Foreign 
Secretary Anthony Eden as the an- 
cient capital echoed to the sound of 
street fighting between left-wing 
ELAS Partisans and Greek govern- 
ment forces supported by British 
troops. 

The Prime Minister immediately 
communicated with Field Marshal 
Sir Harold Alexander, Allied Med- 
iterranean commander; Harold Mac- 
Millan. British resident Minister for 
the Central Mediterranean, and 
Greek Premier George Papandreou. 

Shortly thereafter British head- 
quarters announced plans to con- 
vene at 4 p.m. (10 a.m. EWT) to- 
day a conference "representative so 
far as possible of Greek political 
opinion” with the object of “ending 
fratricidal strife and enabling 
Greece tq resume her place among 
the United Nations.” 

Archbishop to Preside. 
Arehibshop Damaskinos of Athens 

was named to preside over the oon- 
ference and ELAS representatives 

i were guaranteed safe conduct. 
Mr. Churchill's unexpected ar- 

; rival here was a masterpiece of 
stagecraft and timing that startled 
the city in the midst of gloom-tinged 

.Christmas festivities. r 
i The chain of letter exchanges be- 
tween Gen. Scobie and ELAS lead- 
ers had reached a stage where it 
had worn itself out. Most people 
here pessimistically believed the 

! only solution would be a knock-, 
down, drag-out fight. 

Since the civil warfare began 
three weeks ago numerous official 
and unofficial attempts have been 
made to bring about a‘truce. 

British authorities have been un- 
able to establish any connection 
between the discovery of the Athens 
dynamite and the arrival there of 
Prime Minister Churchill, the BBC 
reported today in a broadcast mon- 
itored by the Blue Network. 

This report said the tunnel in 
which the explosive was found was 
inspected thoroughly last night and 
that the dynamite must have been 
planted some time between then and 
the time of its discovery this morn- 
ing. 

Japs Name Gen. Anami 
To High Army Air Post 
Bv the Associated Press. 

Domei, Japanese news agency, re- 
ported today that Gen. Korechika 
Anami had been appointed inspec- 
tor general of Japanese Army avia- 
tion to ‘further strengthen tha 
production and supply of aircraft-’ 

: now being blasted at its source by 
American Super Forts. 

Gen. Anami. a pre-Pearl Harbor 
vice minister of war and recentlv an 
army commander in the field, suc- 
ceeded Lt. Gen. Michio Sugawara 
who. Domei said, was transferred to 

i "an important post. 
Tlie broadcast, recorded by the 

Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, said Anami also was elevated 

1 to the supreme war council. 
In another top bracket shake-up, 

'Lt. Gen. Nobura Tazoe, chief of 
army "aviation headquarters, was 

! named director of the general af- 
| fairs bureau of army aviation 
: headquarters and director of the 
general affairs bureau of the avia- 
tion inspectorate general, succeeding 
Maj. Gen. Saichi Terada. 

New Cruiser Delayed 
By Manpower Shortage 
By the Associated Press, 

PHILADELPHIA. Dec. 26—Com- 
missioning of the heavy cruiser 
Chicago, scheduled for ^Thursday, 
has been postponed until January 10, 
the Navy said today, because of the 
manpower shortage at the Philadel- 

| phia Navy Yard. 

17th Overseas Edition 
Available Tomorrow 

The 17th Overseas Edition 
of The Evening Star will be 

I out tomorrow at both The 
j Star's business counter and 

the Victory Bond Booth 
in Lansburgh’s Department 
Store. It is free, with an en- 

i velope for mailing. 
Editorial content and typog- 

raphy of the Overseas Edition 
| are prepared by The Star. 

Paper, printing and distribu- 
,j tion are furnished by Lans- 
I burgh’s. 

l. (The Overseas Edition may 
be sent as first-class mail for 
3 cents or by airmail for 12 

! j cents. Airmail reaches its des- 
"i tination much*more quickly.1 


