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Gas Shortage 
Due to Be Eased 
In Few Days 

Situation Already 
'Definitely Improved/ 
AAA Officials Say 

The gasoline supply shortage here 
was expected to be alleviated during 
the next few days as the large pe- 
troleum companies continued emer- 

gency deliveries to empty service 
station tanks begun over the holiday 
week end. 

Although automobile officials here: 
•said the situation was ‘‘definitely! 
improved” today, they expressed! 
concern over how long adequate de- 1 

liveries could be kept up. 
It, isn't the gasoline they're wor- 

ried about—an emergency allotment' 
of more than 1,125,000 gallons was 

released by the petroleum admin- 
istrator for war to Washington area 

service stations last week—but the 
problem of transporting it. 

J. D. Ryan, director of service of 
the American Automobile Associa- 
tion, said a shortage of tank trucks 
and available manpower prevents 
full delivery from petroleum tanks 
to service stations. Some of the 
large oil company — Standard, 
Amoco and Texaco—pressed their 
men into action over the holiday 
week end to make as many emer- 

gency deliveries as they could. 
Can't Build Up Reserves. 

Another problem facing station 
dealers is the run on supplies when 
they are fortunate enough to get 
deliveries. Many dealers are sold 
out less than a day after they re- 

ceive gasoline. This prevents them 
from building reserves for times 
when deliveries are impossible, ac- 

cording to John Waters, assistant 
director of service at the AAA, 

Many Motorists Stranded. 
The auto associations were 

swamped with phone calls of motor- 
ists stranded on highways and un- 

able to get gasoline over the week j 
end. Help was sent only to doctors! 
and others who needed the gas to 
make emergency trips. 

Meanwhile drastically curtailed 
taxicab service for the final week of 
the year faced the District today 
as taxicab companies reported that 
difficulty in getting gasoline during 
the last week has forced many j 
cabs off the streets. 

Spokesmen for the companies | 
predicted that only a fraction of. 
the regular fleets will be in service 
until the first of the year, when 
new gasoline allotments are avail- 
able. 

Many hackers and most motorists 
found service stations unable to 
fill their tanks over the week end. 
The result was that thousands of 
cars were off the streets. 

Baltimore Man Is Held 
In Fatal Slashing of Wife 
By the Associated Pres*. 

BALTIMORE, Dec. 26.—A 30- 
year-old shipyard worker, hospital- 
ized for razor slashes which police 
said probably were self-inflicted to- 
day. faced a charge of "assault by 
cutting and causing the death” of 
his w'ife. 

Mrs. Ruby Berry, 24, died Sunday,! 
shortly after her 5-year-old son! 
found her lying in a pool of blood 
on the floor of her bedroom, her 
throat cut and her abdomen slashed. 
Police Capt. William E. Murphy re-! 
ported. 

The woman's husband, John H. 
Berry, Bethlehem-Fairfield Ship-! 
yard employe and former Whites- 
burg (Ky.) coal miner, lay nearby,! 
unconscious, his stomach gashed.’ 
A straight-edged razor was beside 
him, Capt. Murphy said. 

South Baltimore General Hospi- 
tal authorities reported Berry was 

expected to recover. He was kept 
under police guard. 

Another son, 7-year-old Glenn 
Harold, and Mrs. Berry's sister. 18- 
vear-old Genevieve Caudill, lived 
with the family. 

Man Found Unconscious 
On Railroad Tracks 

An unidentified colored man about 
70 years old was found unconscious 
nn the railroad tracks near Seventh 
and D streets just west of the 
Seventh street overpass this morn- 
ing. 

Police said physicians at Casualty 
Hospital, where the man was taken, 
expressed the belief he had suffered 
an epileptic seizure. At the hospital: 
it was said there were several 
scratches on the man’s face and he: 
was semiconscious. 

Daily Rationina 
i 

Canned Goods. Etc.—Book 4, blue 
stamps X-5, Y-5, Z-5, A-2 and B-2 
good for 10 points each. All! 
stamps validated before December. 
1 are canceled. Five more blue; 
stamps will be validated January! 
1. New processed food items went 
on ration list at midnight last 
night. 

Meats, Fats, Etc.—Book No. 4, red 
stamps Q-5, R-5 and S-5 good for 
10 points each. All stamps vali- 
dated before December 1 are can- 
celed. Five more red stamps will 
be validated Sunday, the date new 
items go on ration list. 

Points for Fats—Your meat dealer 
will pay two ration points for 
each pound of waste kitchen fats 
you turn in. 

Sugar—Sugar stamp 34 good for 
5 pounds. Stamps 30 through 33 
canceled. Another will be vali- 
dated February 1. Book No. 4 
stamp 40 good for 5 pounds for 
home canning through February 
28, 1945. 

Gasoline—A-14 coupons valid for 4 
gallons each through March 21. 
B-4, C-4 and C-5 coupons good 
for 5 gallons each. B-4 and C-4 
coupons expire Sunday. 

Shoes—Airplane stamps 1, 2 and 3 
in Book No. 3 good indefinitely for 
one pair of shoes each. 

Fuel Oil—Periods one and two cou- 
pons good for 10 gallons each 
through heating year. Period three 
coupons valid January 15. Old 
period four and five coupons from 
last winter good through year. 
Consumers in this area should not 
have used more than 33 per cent 
of their ration as of December 25. 
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Ex-Senator Blair Lee, 87, Dies; 
Was First to Be Elected at Polls 

Father of Col. Lee 
Was Long Active in 

* Maryland Politics 
Former Senator Blair Lee. prom- 

inent in Maryland legal and polit- 
ical circles for more than 60 years, 
died last night at the home of his 
son, Lt. Col. E. Brooke Lee, at Nor- 
wood, near Sandy Spring. He was 
87 years old. 

Senator Lee was elected to the 
Senate in 1913 in a special election 
to fill a vacancy caused by the death 
of Senator Isldor Rayner, and thus 
became the first Senator to be 
elected by direct vote of the people 
as a result of the adoption of the 
17th constitutional amendment. He 
served until 1917. 

Prior to his election to the Senate, 
Senator Lee served two terms in the 
Maryland State Senate, where he 
was credited with sponsoring legis- 
lation that "changed Maryland from 
a Tory to a progressive State.” 

While serving in the Senate here, 
he supported actively the Hays- 
Wadsworth bill to reorganize the 
Army. Later known as the National 
Defense Act, this legislation in- 
creased the strength of the National 
Guard and supplied needed troops for 
Mexican border service in 1916 and 
for the World War which followed. 

Also during his service in the 
Senate, Senator Lee was a member 
of the subcommittee which worked 
out the farm credit and land bank 
programs. 

He was a close political friend of 
the late William Jennings Bryan, 
and later supported the liberal poli- 
cies of his friend and former school 
mate, Wodorow Wilson, whom he 
helped nominate at the National 
Democratic Convention at Balti- 
more in 1912. 

Born at Silver Spring August 
9. 1857, the son of Rear Admiral 
Samuel Phillips Lee and Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Blair Lee, Senator Lee attend- 
ed ,public schools and was graduated 
from Princeton in 1880 and from 
the Columbian <now George Wash- 
ington) University law school in 
1882. 

He was admitted to the District 
and Montgomery County bars in 
1883 when he began the practice of 
law here and in Maryland. 

Ran for Office in 1896. 
Senator Lee's political career be- 

gan in 1896 when he was the unsuc- 
cessful candidate for election to the 
Fifty-Fifth Congress. In 1905 he 
was elected a member of the State 
Senate and was re-elected to the 
Senate in 1909. He was an unsuc- 
cessful candidate for the Democratic 
nomination for Governor in 1911. 

During his two terms in the State 
Senate. Senator Lee was active in 
sponsoring liberal legislation for the 
State. He supported bills requir- 
ing the direct primary system of 
making party nominations; the law- 
creating the Maryland Public Serv- 
ice Commission, which for the first 
time regulated public utilities and 
utility rates in the State; amend- 
ments to the workman’s compensa- 
tion law and the creation of the 
State Accident Commission; numer- 
ous statutes which started the good 
road system and created and con- 
solidated the Maryland State Roads 
Commission; the eight-hour day law 
for railroad telegraphers, and nu- 
merous bills improving the educa- 
tional and tax structure of the State. 

Former Representative David J. 
Lewis of Maryland once said of 
Senator Lee that "the Maryland laws 
introduced and supported bv Senator 

BLAIR LEE. 

Lee and enacted into law have 
changed Maryland from a Tory to a 

progressive State.” 
Senator Lee was elected a dele- 

gate to eight Democratic National 
Conventions. 

While at Princeton he played 
three years on the football team, 
was a member of the varsity crew 
and was one of the founders and 
served as president of the Ivy Club. 

He served for years as a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
Washington City Orphan Asylum, 
which was founded by his mother, 
and was a vestryman for nearly 40 
years of Grace Episcopal Church, 
Woodside, Silver Spring. 

Member of the Cincinnati. 
He was- a member of the Society 

of the Cincinnati and was president 
of the Society of Lees of Virginia. 
His, great grandfather, Richard 
Henry Lee, a signer of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, was one of 
the members of the Lee family bom 
at Stratford. 

n. uxeiong resident, or Silver 
Spring, senator Lee married Miss 
Anne Clymer Brooke of Birdsboro.l 
Pa., in 1891. and never remarried' 
after his wife’s death in 1903. 

His father, Admiral Lee, organized 
and commanded the North Atlantic 
Blockade Squadron of the Federal 
Navy, which blockaded the Confed- 
eracy from Cape Hatteras north to 
the Potomac River during the sec- j 
ond and third years of the Civil 
War. He later commanded the Fed- 
eral gunboats on the Mississippi 
River in forcing the forts at Vicks- \ 
burg, and later commanded the \ 
Federal gunboats in the Red River 
campaign. 

Funeral Rites Tomorrow. 
His mother was the daughter of 

Francis Preston Blair, editor of the 
Globe and a member of the ‘‘kitchen 
cabinet” during President Jackson’s 
administration. He was owner of 
the Blair House, opposite the State 
Department on Pennsylvania ave- 
nue, which has been taken over by 
the Government for visiting dig- 
nitaries He also built the Blair- 
Lee House, next door, more' recently j taken over by the State Depart-1 
ment for the same purpose. 

Senator Lee is survived bv two 
sons, Col. Lee and P. Blair Lee." Phil- ! 

adelphia, seven grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 

Funeral services will be held at 4 
p.m. tomorrow at Grace Church,* 
with burial in Rock Creek Cemetery. 

Medical Society Plans to Aid 
Members Returning From War 

The District Medical Society is 
making plans now for the day when 
“Col. Jones” will be "Dr. Jones" 
again. 

Dr. Jones will find his patients be- 
ing cared for by the doctors who 
didn’t go to war. He’ll find office 
space at a premium and no one able 
to tell him just how large Wash- 
ington's population will be—and a 
doctor's practice obviously varies 
with the population. 

With about 260 Medical Society 
members in the armed forces and 
hundreds more as one-time internes, 
residents or not practicing before 
they entered the services, the num- 

ber of doctors expected to return to 
Washington is 1.000. Theodore O. 
Wiprud, secretary of the society 
estimates. 

Map to Show Distribution. 
A committee headed by Lt. Col. 

Stuart Foster, before he left Wash- ■ 

ington. and now by Col. A. C. Gray 
has developed tentative plans to ease 
the problems of the returning men. 

A pin map showing where doctors 
now are located will be set up to 
indicate in what sections of the city 
physicians are needed. 

An arrangement has been pro- 
posed whereby the telephone ex- 

change, which gives names of doc- 
tors to patients who do not have 
their own physicians, would be 
turned over to the group. Doctors 
support the exchange but veterans 
would be given the service for six 
months without charge. 

In an effort to set up postgraduate 
medical courses for the doctors, Mr. 
Wiprud has been instructed to find 
out what type of courses the men 
want. 

Mrs. Mary Ella Hambly 
To Be Buried Tomorrow 

Funeral services for Mrs. Mary 
Ella Hambly, who died yesterday at 
her home, 5713 Ninth street N.W., 
will be held at 1 p.m. tomorrow at 
Hines funeral home. Fourteenth and 
Harvard streets N.W. 

Services will be conducted by Dr. 
Clarence W. Cranford, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, in which 
Mrs. Hambly had been active for 
many years, and by Dr. William S. 
Abernethy, pastor emeritus, a close 
friend of the Hambly family. Burial 
will be in Cedar Hill Cometery. 

Born in Chicago, Mrs. Hambly 
spent most of her life in Chicago 
and Washington. As a nurse, she 
served as head of the sick com- 
mittee of the Burrall Class at Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, which at one 
time was the largest Bible class in 
Washington. 

Surviving are her husband, J, St. 
Clair Hambly, reperesentative of the 
Equitable Life Insurance Society; 
her stepmother, Mrs. Ottilie 
3chwarz, who made her home with 
he Hamblys; a nephew, Lt. Jack 
Schwarz Brown, U. S. N. R., now on 
iuty with the Navy, and a niece, 
Mrs. Rose De Jong of Chicago. 

An information center also has 
been considered to give doctors data 
on group clinics. Mr. Wiprud said 
younger doctors are interested in 
working together where they may 
have more facilities. 

In an attempt to locate office 
space, the society circularized its 
900 members to ask how many would 
share their offices with veterans. Of 
the 75 who responded, 25 said they 
would be willing to do so and an- 
other 23 said they were holding 
space for doctors with whom they 
previously were associated. Mr 
Wiprud said the response was dis- 
couraging, Wbt that more work 
would be put Into finding office space 
later. 

The society’s secretary predicted 
it would not be easy for some men 
to build practices again, although 
hospitals are holding staff positions 
open for the doctors. 

Veterans to Decide Plan. 
A few still in civilian practice, he 

said, are listing the names of physi- 
cians from whom they acquired pa- 
tients. Mr. Wiprud added, however, 
that patients didn’t care to volun- 
teer the information and some may 
be reluctant to return to former 
doctors. 

The plans will be altered by the 
attitude of the veterans, he said. 
Now, he added, they are too busy 
caring for wounded men to go into 
details about what, they want when 
the fighting is ended. 
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Denny Report 
On‘Schools 
Is Praised 

Virginia Officials 
Hope Its Proposals 
Will Be Enacted 

By the Aisocitted Press. 

RICHMOND, Va„ Dec. 26.—The 
Denny School Study Commission’s 
report, which recommends greatly 
enlarged financial support for the 
State's public schools and suggests 
a number of changes from the pres- 
ent setup, won the commendation 
of several educators yesterday. 

Francis Chase, executive secre- 
tary of the Virginia Education As- 
sociation, said the report "more 
than justifies the high expectations 
built around it” and added: “I hope 
the major recommendations will be 
put into action with the utmost 
speed.” 

Praised by Dr. Lancaster. 
Dr. Dabney Lancaster, State su- 

perintendent of public instruction, 
likewise found the report "very 
satisfactory in every respect” and 
said that "if its recommendations 
can be carried out, it will serve 
to equalize educational opportunity 
as between the rural and urban 
areas and as between whites and 
Negroes. It is possibly the most 
important thing done for public 
education in the State since the 
"May campaign of 1905.” 

Two men who had a leading part 
in the "May campaign,’’ Dr. S. C. 
Mitchell of the University of Rich- 
mond and Dr. J. D. Eggleston, presi- 
dent-emeritus of Hampden-Sydney 
College, praised the report which 
was drafted by the commission 
headed by Dr. George Denny, former 
president of Washington and Lee 
University, and released Saturday 
by Gov. Darden. 

Cost Set at 1* Millions. 
Dr. Eggleston said he was "greatly 

impressed” from his preliminary 
study of the report, which calls for 
an increase—within six years—of 
$10,532,426 in the annual cost of Vir- 
ginia school operations. Dr. Mitchell 
said that, although he found some 
objection to certain limitations rec- 
omended in the report, these were 
minor "compared to the scope and 
value and purpose of the report as 
a whole 

Mr. Chase held particularly im- 
portant the proposals to change the 
present method of selecting school 
board members, saying that it would 
give the people a "greater voice” in 
selection of school board members. 
The commission suggested that 
school members should be named by 
county boards of supervisors for 
staggered terms. 
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Polio Patient Sees Children 
For Hour on Christmas 

Mrs. Frederick W. Russe, Jr.. Alex- 
andria, Va., polio victim now in St. 
Louis after a journey from Wash- 
ington last week, today looked for- 
ward to longer periods out of her 
iron lung after seeing her two chil- 
dren yesterday. 

Mrs. Russe, 31, wife of a Navy lieu- 
tenant commander stationed here, 
was permitted to spend an hour out 
of the iron lung with her children, 
according to the Associated Press. 
She arrived in St. Louis three days 
before Christmas but due to nerv- 
ousness and exhaustion resulting 
from the trip, was unable to see the 
children, Susan, 4>4, and Frederick 
William, III, 4 months, until yes- 
terday, 

Mrs. Russe has spent most of the 
last three months In the lung, vir- 
tually all of the time as a patient 
at Gallinger Hospital. She was 
stricken at the height of the epi- 
demic here after leaving her chil- 
dren with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
George C. Mackay, in St. Louis to 
protect them from exposure to the 
disease. 

Terrier Is Alarm Clock 
For California Worker 
By 1he Associated Press. 

INGLEWOOD, Calif.—If Los An- 
geles’ all-dogs-must-be-on-a-leash 
law spreads to this community it 
will interfere with the war effort. 

Toolmaker Kenneth Parkhurst 
lives In an auto trailer and has no 
alarm clock. Every morning at 6; 30 
a fox terrier named "Skipper” leaves 
the home of the toolmaker’s brother. 
The dog travels the two blocks to 
the trailer, barks and scratches at 
the door until he is let In. 

"Haven’t been late yet,” he says, 
“and, believe it or not, he doesn't 
bother me on my day off.” 

Meeting Place Is Changed 
The Montgomery County Historical 

Society will meet at 8 pm. tomorrow 
in the Bethesda County Building in- 
stead of in the Bethesda School, 
society officials said today. 

NEW “BUTTERFLY” TAIL TESTED—This strange airplane without horizontal or vertical tail 
surfaces startled Wichita (Kans.) residents recently during its trial flights. Beech Aircraft 
Corp designers originated this odd tail in an effort to simplify structure and controls, to reduce 
vibration at high speeds and increase stability and maneuverability. Test pilots say initial trial 
flights have proved successful on this transitional trainer. 

Luther Calvin Moss, 
Senate Office Worker, 
Killed by Streetcar 

Luther Calvin Moss, about 68, an 

elevator operator In the Senate Office 
Building, was fatally injured when 
struck by a streetcar at First and B 
streets N.E. this morning. He died 
an hour later at Casualty Hospital. 
Mr. Moss lived at 204 Maryland ave- 

nue N.E. 

The streetcar, going north on First 
street, was operated by E. H. Han- 
back, 609 Twenty-second street N.W., 
according to police accident investi- 
gation unit. This brought to 87 
the number of traffic fatalities so 

for this year as compared to 96 to 
this date last year. 

Woman Hit by Taxicab. 
Mrs. Mary A. Harrington, 70, of 

1424 Belmont street N.W., mother 
of Leo W. Harrington, Washington 
attorney, was seriously injured when 
struck by a taxicab yesterday as 

she crossed Fourteenth street near 

Clifton street N.W. She was taken 
to Emergency Hospital. 

Police charged John M. Garrison, 
53, of 1209 Twenty-first street N.W. 
with leaving after colliding and 
having faulty brakes on his cab. 
He was arrested some time after 
the accident when a witness gav^ 
police a description of the cab 
which struck Mrs. Harrington. 

Walter Knott. 51, of 3395 Ste- 
phenson place N.W. was taken to 
Emergency Hospital last night in 
an unconscious condition when a» 
automobile in which he was a pas- 
senger ran into a parked car in the 
1300 block of Park road N.W. Police 
said the driver of the car was Willie 
B. Williams, 55, of 1804 Lamont 
street N.W., who was treated at 
Emergency for minor injuries and 
released. Mr. Knott js suffering 
from head Injuries and a possible 
fractured rib. 

Injured by Army Car. 
John Henry Deal. 38. colored, of 

8 M street S.W. was struck by an 

Army staff car last night at M street 
and Carrolburg street S.W. Police 
say he was attempting to hail a 

taxicab and stepped into the path 
of the Army car, which was driven 
by Pvt. Howard H. Slaughter, 24, 
assigned to Bolling Field. The vic- 
tim was admitted at Casualty Hos- 
pital, where he is said to be recover- 
ing from his injuries. 

Another accident victim yesterday 
was Naomi Woods, 27. colored, of 
107 I street N.W., struck in the 900 
block of New Jersey avenue N.W. 
by a hit-and-run automobile. She 
is under treatment at Casualty Hos- 
pital for back and hip injuries. 

In nearby Maryland an unidenti- 
fied elderly colored man was killed 
last night when he stepped in front 
of an auto on the Baltimore boule- 
vard near Beltsville, Md., State 
police reported. 

Police did not know the identity' 
of the driver. 

Police of Four departments 
To Attend Thompson Rites 

Delegations representing the Arl- 
ington, Fairfax, Alexandria and 
Park Police were to attend funeral 
services at 3:30 p.m. today at the 
Wheatley funeral home, 809 King 
street, Alexandria, for Capt. Heber 
J. Thompson, 59, retired chief of 
the Alexandria Police, who died Sat- 
urday at his home, 503 North Co- 
lumbia street. Burial was to follow 
in Ivy Hill Cemetery. 

Capt. Thompson was a member of 
the Alexandria Police Force from 
May, 1916, until his retirement in 
1943. He had been on sick leave 
since 1941. He became chief in 1940 
when Col. John J. Arnold entered 
the Army. 

He is survived by his widow. Mrs. 
Laura V. Thompson, Alexandria. 

Job To Be Done' 
-An Appeal to Those Who Want Sincerely to Aid the War Profram__ 

At the airport, an Air Transport 
Command pilot returning from a far 
corner of the world shouts “Milk!” 
and starts gulping. He hasn’t seen 
milk for a long time. 

In a camp recreation hall, an 

Army private shyly requests a let- 
tuce and jelly sandwich and mudches 
it lovingly. It reminds him of ice- 
box raids back home. 

At Union Station, shocked sur- 
vivors of a nearby passenger- 
freight collision reach with trem- 
bling fingers for steaming mugs of 
coffee. 

Members of the District Red Crass 
Canteen Corps were there in each 
case—to pour the milk, to spread 
the jelly, to pass out the coffee. 
They are there to stock planes with 
coffee when the ATC men start out 
mi their long missions, and there to 
jreet the wounded boys returning 
from the front. 

Their stock in trade is doughnuts 
ind coffee, sandwiches and smiles. 
Ihey staff the canteen in the Dis- 
trict Red Cross chapter house, serv- 
ing other Red Cross volunteers and 
members of the armed forces. They 
irepare and serve the Red Cross 
War Fund luncheons, serve refresh- 
ments in the Blood Donor Center 
ind at six Army canteens and recre- 
ition halls. They are «a call far 

emergency missions at trains and 
airports and in time of disaster. 

Gradually, their work is turning 
more and more toward giving hos- 
pitality and a bit of cheer to men 

returning from abroad. As this 
work increases—and it already 
makes up the majority of the chores 
of the canteen workers—more and 
more volunteers will be needed. 

The immediate need, however, is 
for 150 daytime volunteers who 
must be recruited before January 3 
so they can be trained in time to 
assist with the Red Cross War Fund 
lunches, serving the volunteers help- 
ing to raise funds to continue the 
work of the Red Cross here and 
overseas. 

For women who can spare the 
time only to help out at the special 
lunches during the War Fund drive, 
the District Red Cross has scheduled 
a 10-hour training course for "can- 
teen aides” who will serve under 
trained corps members as “shock 
troops” during the War Fund drive 
luncheons. That class is scheduled 
to start in mid-January. 

The Canteen Corps hopes, how- 
ever, that women will take the train- 
ing described in "Ttie Job in Brief” 
so that they also can be counted on 
to greet the returning boys, the 
soldiers stationed around Wash- 
ington and the survivors of fire and 
flood with a cheery word and a 
welcome eup of coffee. 

Filling Station 
Sells Gas Only 
To Servicemen 
A gas station on New York ave- 

nue, one of the few open yesterday, 
had its own method of selling gas- 
oline to the hundreds of customers 
beseiging it. 

Only servicemen got gas. A col- 
ored attendant stood at the en- 
trance to the station, peering in- 
side each car as it drove up. 

“Civilian,” be roarea, “go away.” 
The next car .was driven by a sailor, 
a row of ribbons on his blouse. 

"Drive up, mister,” said the at- 
tendant. Taxi drivers also got no 
mercy. “Servicemen only,” ex- 

plained an attendant—“gas to the 
guys who are fighting for us.” 

Women Voters Seek 
Maryland Assembly 
Support on Schools 

Prince Georges County residents 
were being urged today by the 
County League of Women Voters to 
contact members of the county's 
delegation to the General Assembly 
in support of better schools in the 
State. • 

In 5,000 circulars being distributed, 
the league calls for a 12-year school 
system, smaller elementary classes 
so children may have more indi- 
vidual attention, greater library 
facilities for both school and com- 
munity libraries and more adequate 
salaries for teachers in order to 
“keep the present trained personnel 
and attract young people to the 
profession.” 

Citing the State's ability to pro- 
vide increased educational facili- 
ties, the league pointed out that in 
1042 Maryland ranked 17th in the 
total income received by the entire 
population and 8th in per capita in- 
come. Against this, it was said, 
the State stood 47th in the per- 
centage of total income that was 
applied to secondary school ex- 

penses and was 34th in total school 
expenses per capita. 

In 1943, the league said. Maryland 
stood 31st in the percentage of State 
expenditures for education, includ- 
ing higher education, while at the 
end of the year the State had 
an unappropriated surplus of $10,- 
600,000 in the general fund. 

Members of the county delegation 
to the State Legislature, which will 
convene January 3, are Senator L. 
Harold Sothoron, Brentwood, and 
Delegates Noah Joffe. Bowie; Le 
Roy Pumphrey, Largo; Dr. Napoleon 
B. Steward, Laurel; John S. White, 
Colmar Manor, and Perry Wilkin- 
son, Hyattsville. 

Robots in Infancy, 
Stettinius Warns 
By the Associated Press. 

CHICAGO, Dec. 26 —Within 10 or 
20 years, robot bombing is “almost: 
certain to befall this country and 
all other countries unless we are 
able to establish an efficient” peace 
organization. Secretary of State' 
Stettinius said today. 

Writing in the Kiwanis magazine. 
Mr. Stettinius said the Dumbarton 
Oaks proposals are important be- 
cause they point the alternative "to 
unspeakable disaster." 

“Let ho one forget that the robot 
bomb and the rocket are still in their 
Infancy, at a stage comparable to 
the stage of development which avi- 
ation reached at Kitty Hawk in 
1903. * * * These deadly missilesi 
can be perfected to the point where' 
they can travel thousands of miles 
at incredible speed. 

"In that event our oceans, our 
industrial strength and our man- 
power would not be able to prevent 
surprise attack and vast damage by 
accurately aimed weapons traveling 
faster than sound.” 

The Dumbarton Oaks proposals, 
Mr. Stettinius wrote, revealed that 
the four participating powers 
“recognized that their economic 
strength and their military potential 
placed special responsibilities upon 
them for the maintenance and en- 
forcement of peace.” 

Victor Mature 
Fails to Awe 
War Fund Aides 

B> the Associated Press. 
KANSAS CITY.—Victor Mature, 

the “beautiful-hunk-of-man' movie 
star, now in the Coast Guard, was 
mobbed by women and girls while 
waiting to appear on a War Funa 
campaign program at headquarters 
here. 

Seizing anything that would hold 
an autograph, the girls picked up 
Fund pledge cards from a nearby 
deck. The cards were promptly re- 
trieved from Mr. Mature by a wom- 
an campaign worker. 

An awestruck feminine visitor 
later queried her: “Say, are you tne 
woman who told off Victor Mature?” 

“Who's he?” the worker replied. 
‘T got these cards back from some 
fellow with a lot of girls around 
him—these cards are important." 

Moore Brothers Face 
Problem of Finding 
Home Alter Tragedy 

The problem of finding a home 
faced the Moore brothers today, fol-! 
lowing a Christmas which saw play- j 
mates, neighbors and new-found 
friends rallying to help the boys 
with gifts and condolences over the 
death of their parents, sister and 
brother in a fire which swept their 
home Sunday morning. 

Spending the holidays with a 

neighbor, Mrs. Maude Dentz, 520 
Roxboro place N.W., the boys still 
were too stunned by the tragedy to 
study their problems. Clinton, 15, 
and William, 14, did say, however, 
that they would prefer to remain in 
the neighborhood, where they carry 
paper routes, attend classes at Paul 
Junior High School and where they 
have lived most of their lives. 

Their dead father’s uncle, Leonard 
H. Sinclair of Arlington, said last 
night that a decision on their future 
still is to be made. 

The Dentz home, not far from the 
ruins of their home, at 618 Sheridan 
street N.W., yesterday was filled with 
gifts for the youths. Strangers who 
had read of the tragedy visited the 
Dentz home to deliver gifts, and 
neighbors, schoolmates and play- 
mates of Clint' and Bill took up col- 
lections to buy the boys presents. 
The boys were touched particularly 
when Police Sergt. Louis H. Petersen 
of the sixth precinct dropped by with 
a silver dollar found in the ruins of 
their home. Before leaving, Sergt. 
Petersen added a few dollars of his 
own. 

The two boys attended midmghl 
mass Christmas eve at the Church 
of the Nativity. After the service a 

few of their playmates returned with 
them to the Dentz home for a waf- 
fle supper. 

Funeral services for the four vic- 
tims, Mr. and Mrs. J. William Dewitt 
Moore, Bobby, 12, and Marjorie, 9 
have been set for 1 p.m. Thursday 
at the Lee funeral home. Fourth 
street and Massachusetts avenue 
N.E. Burial will be in Manassas, 
Va., v-here Mrs. Moore was born. 

Wallace Rollins Dies; 
Ex-Fire Lieutenant 

Wallace W. Rollins, 63. retired 
Fire Department lieutenant, died 
Sunday at his home. 6220 Shady 
Side avenue. Capitol Heights, Md.. 
after a long illness. 

A lifelong resident of the Seat 
Pleasant area, Mr. Rollins was re- 

tired from the department in 1922 
after losing his right eye as the 
result of an injury received at a 
fire. He had been a member of 
the department for 17 years. 

Mr. Rollins was active in the 
Republican party in the 18th Seat 
Pleasant district and served as reg- 
istration officer for several years. 
He was a Justice of the peace and 
had served several terms as town 
Councilman in Capitol Heights. 

Besides his widow, Mrs. Annie 
MeCann Rollins, he is survived by 
two daughters, Mrs. Marian U. 
Bartz, Oakland. Md.. and Mrs. Hes- 
ter E. Culver. District Heights, Md.; 
two sons, Wallace L. Rollins, District 
Heights, and Sergt. Donald W. Rol- 
lins, stationed at an Army post in 
Recife, Brazil; two brothers, Douglas 
Rollins, Washington, and Vernon 
Rollins, Detroit, and two sisters, Miss 
Hattie B. Rollins, Asheville, N.C., 
and Mrs. Mamie Rude, Greenville, 
S. C. 

Funeral services will be held at 
2 p.m. tomorrow from the resi- 
dence, with burial in Addison Chapel 
Cemetery, Seat Pleasant. , 

Sister M. Fredolin Dies; 
45 Years in Schools Here 

Sister M. Fredolin (Elizabeth Hal- 
beib), 72, who spent 45 years of 
service at the Holy Cross Academy 
and St. Joseph’s Home and School, 
died December 16 at the Mother 
House, St. Mary’s Convent, Notre 
Dame, Ind., after an illness of five 
years, according to word received 
here yesterday. 

She was received into the Sisters 
of the Holy Cross in 1893 and the 
following year came to the Holy 
Cross Academy as a teacher. In 
1933 she went to St. Joseph’s Home 
and School where she was sister 
superior for six years. Besides her 
teaching duties here she had spent 
a year as stewardess at Mount 
Carmel Hospital, Columbus, Ohio. 

A native of Elizabethtown, Pa., 
she is survived by a niece. Mrs. 
Bernard A. Gallagher; a grand- 
nephew, Bernard G. Gallagher, and 
four grandnieces, Mrs. John Hazard, 
Mrs. Harry E. Keiler, Mrs. George 
L. Clark and Mrs. Joseph Loveless, 
all of Washington. 

Firemen Find Blaze 
With Passer-by's Aid 
By the AiMciated Presi. 

HUTCHINSON, Kans.—While 
firemen were sitting around discuss- 
ing Einstein’s theory, there came a 

great to-do at the station house 
door. A passer-by was squawking 
“Fire, fire!” 

That’s how the boys learned the 
upstairs wag ablaze. 

Christmas Mail 
Still Arriving; 
Delivery Rushed 

Total Handled Here 
Is Less Than in 1943, 
Postmaster Says 

Carloads of Christmas mall still 
were arriving in Washington to- 
day, Postmaster Vincent C. Burke 
announced this morning. The mail 
will be delivered as rapidly as pos- 
sible. 

The extra force of high school 
boys and girls will be kept on duty 
today and probably tomorrow to de- 
liver the mail, he said. 

The flood of mail this vear was 
lighter than last year, Mr. Burke 
said. Letter mail was about the 
same quantity, but parcel post was 
smaller. Outgoing parcels dropped off by about 3 per cent, compared 
with last year, while incoming par- cels were about 8% per cent less 
than last year. 

Colder Weather Due. 
Washington’s fourth wartime 

Christmas found the Capital cele- 
brating with widely varying senti- 
ments, with many homes showing a 
vacant chair at the table and others 
ringing with a joyous welcome for a 
serviceman back for the holidays. 

The weather, as if in harmony 
with a wartime Christmas, contin- 
ued overcast, with a prospect of 
clearing this afternoon. It will be 
colder tonight. 

Thousands attended religious serv- 
ices and many later dropped into 
churches which remained open for 
meditation and prayer. 

Cabs, Dinners Scarce. 
Christmas trees and decorations 

were noticeably fewer than in past 
years, with the only supplies of 
ornaments left over from previous 
celebrations. 

In downtown Washington, there 
was a scramble both for taxicabs 
and for pl?~es to eat. Cabs were 
scarce, as many drivers took the 
holiday off, and so many restau- 

rants were either closed or short of 
help that it was difficult to dine out. 

At Union Station, Christmas Day 
was quieter than usual, but thou- 
sands were returning last night and 
early today from brief vacations. 

Parents, Sons Talk. 
The spirit of the day came to thi» 

city from around the world in radio 
programs from Leyte, England and 
many other places carrying the 
voices of boys in uniform. Touch- 
ing incidents came over the air in 
the form of personal messages be- 
tween parents here and their sons 
abroad. 

Prom England the voice of King 
George VI was heard in a prayer for all Allied peoples. Speaking from the royal fireside, the King 

j expressed the hope that “before 
next Christmas the story of libera- 

; tion and triumph will be complete.” 
In his most optimistic wartime 

I Christmas message the ruler told 
his subjects that the “lamps which 

j the Germans put out all over 
I Europe, first in 1914 and then in 
| lg39. are being slowly rekindled.” 
| and he added that “we long for a 

jnew birth of freedom and order 
| among all nations so that happiness 
and concord may prevail and the 

i source of war may be banished 
from our midst.” 

Dutch Given Hope. 
In like vein, Queen Wilhelmina 

of the Netherlands sent her people 
a message of hope and of confidence 
in speedy liberation, telling them 
that "the message of Christmas 
enables us to call a courageous and 
convincing ‘no’ to the dark powers 
that threaten us with destruction.” 

In another message to the Nether- 
lands people, Prince „ Bernhard, 
speaking as commander in chief of 
the Netherlands armed forces, paid 
tribute to the valor of his country- 
men. 

Pope Pius XII, who Sunday had 
called upon the nations of the world 
to form an organization for lasting 
peace, attended a Christmas Dav 
distribution of gifts to children of 
refugees in the main auditorium of 
the pontifical Gregorian University 
in Rome. 

Maryland Group Studies 
Effect of Insurance Ruling 

; By the Associated Press. 
ANNAPOLIS. Md„ Dec. 26.—The 

effect of a recent Supreme Court 
decision bringing insurance com- 
panies under provisions of the Sher. 
man Antitrust Act will be studied 
by a newly appointed committee 
composed of Maryland insurance of- 
ficials. 

Announcing the committee Gov. 
O'Conor said the members would 
pay particular attention to the ad- 
visability of amending Maryland 
laws to strengthen State control 
over insurance companies and to 
the future of State supervision of 
State supervision oi insurance. 

Since the announcement of the 
Supreme Court decision, State offi- 
cials and insurance men had been 
apprehensive that insurance busi- 
ness wolud be taken from State 
supervision and put under Federal 
regulation, the Governor explained. 

The committee is headed by Law- 
rence E. Ensors State insurance 
commissioner, and includes Presi- 
dent F. D. Laizear of the Mutual 
Fire Insurance Co. of Montgomery 
County, Sandy Spring. 

Montgomery Officials 
To Act on Rezoning 

The Montgomery County Commis- 
sioners, acting as the District Coun- 
cil, plan to act on a large number 
of petitions for rezoning of county 
property at their weekly meeting at 
Rockville Thursday, which was post- 
poned from today, according to Lacy 
Shaw, president. 

The council has held public hear- 
ings on the applications and the 
Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission has submitted 
recommendations. 

Stores Reported Taxing 
Federal Luxury Levy 
By the Associated Press. 

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—W. G. Aus- 
tin, manager of the Merchants’ As- 
sociation, says some stores are 
charging the 2 per cent Missouri 
sales tax on the Federal tax. 

For example, the Federal luxury 
tax on a $300 fur coat would be $60. 
The store charges the 2 per ceo$ 
tax on $360, not $300. 
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