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Sergeant, Isolated 
In Barn, Holds Oit 
Germans 24 Hours 

By WES GALLAGHER, 
Associated Press War Correspondent. 

IN THE STAVELOT SECTOR 
Belgium, Dec. 25—(Delayed*.—Eight 
days of desperate fighting in this 
sector have been etched with the in- 
dividual exploits of scores of heroic 
American doughboys. 

There was Sergt. William Weid- 
ener. Logansport, Ind who with five 
other men saw' two command post? 
overrun on each side of him but 
held fast to his position in a barn 
outside a chateau. 

He was cut off and the Germans 
were 30 feet away—but he refused 
to give up. He grabbed a bazooka 
arid for 24 hours held on. though 
four of his men were killed or 
wounded. 

A private with his hand smashed 
by an enemy bullet sneaked back to 
his company command past through 
the German lines for more am- 
munition. 

Private Returns. 
“I told him we had to evacuate— 

t*t he said to hell w'ith that. Weid- 
ener needed him and ammunition 
and he w’ent back carrying it,” de- 
clared the company commander. 

Wounded men with Sergt. Weid- 
ener who were unable to fight kept 
contact w'ith the command post by 
telephone until they died. The 
young private with the smashed 
hand picked up a revolver in the 
other hand and w'ith Sergt. Weid- 
ener charged the chateau. 

The private was shot in the chest 
shoulders and face and onlv then 
could his comrades get him into an 
ambulance. 

It was this sort of courage which 
drove the crack German troops— dazed and beaten—back into a small 
town in the valley. The Germans 
established a defense in the town 
and placed 130 GI prisoners in the 
cellar of a church. 

An American tank battalion 
hauled a giant 155-millimeter self- 
propelled cannon up on a ledge 
overlooking the village 800 yards 
away. They blew houses dow'n on 
the Germans’ heads with direct fire. 

Assault Described. 
Sergt, William Kellar, Chicago, j 

one of those taken prisoner. sub- 
sequently freed in the final assault; 
late yesterday, said: 

“It was terrible—that fire from 
our guns, particularly that 155. The j Germans just stood there and shook 
and just before the final assault 
our guards asked us to make a 
white flag.” 

The Germans were short of food 
and all the Americans had to eat 
for three days were raw potatoes. 

The German captors were young, 
tough troops and very talkative, ac- 
cording to Sergt. Bruce Tate. Co- 
lumbus, S. C., another American 
captive who was released. 

“The lieutenant who marched us 
back said their schedule called for 
them to reach Paris by January 17,” 
Sergt. Tate said. He said. 'Maybe 
your Mr. Roosevelt will make peace 
terms then.’ 

Sergt Tate said other prisoners 
told American officers the Germans 
indicated the present offensive had 
been designed to inflict crushing 
casualties on the Allies so Germany 
might get a soft peace. 

Nazis Curious. 
"Many Germans had never seen 

American soldiers before,” Sergt., 
Tate continued. ‘'They asked us 
why we were fighting Germany and 
examined our clothes and weapons 
with great interest. They had been 
fighting on the Russian front." 

Before the final assault on the 
German position a handful of Ger-! 
mans w'ho were left alive despite our 
artillery fire tried to swim the river 
and escape in American uniforms. 
Only a few got through. 

In an area of less than 2 miles 
were found the wrecks of 39 tanks, 
75 half-tracks, 8 armored cars, 4 
flak wagons, 6 self-propelled 150-mm. 
howitzers, 6 antitank guns, 6 mortars 
and a variety of other equipment. 

It was apparent that Marshal von 
Rundstedt has lost the heart of one 
of his armored divisions here. 

Soldiers Find Father Walsh 
Photo in Nazi Magazine 

Five American soldiers browsing 
over Nazi magazines found in their 
front-line shelter “somewhere in 
Germany,” recognized the picture 
of their former lecturer in geo- 
politios at Georgetown University. 

“Look at this fellers, it’s a picture 
of Father Walsh." Pfc. William N. 
Madill exclaimed, holding up a 

magazine dated 1936. 
Sure enough it was and Pfc. Ma- 

dill sent the page, tom from the 
magazine, to the Rev. Edmund A. 
Walsh, S. J., regent of the Foreign 
Service School at Georgetown. It 
was received with a letter signed 
by all five soldiers. 

The picture and German caption 
and story told of the visit to George- 
town of Cardinal Pacelli (now Pope 
Pius XIII) when he received 
Georgetown's highest academic 
honor. 

Others who signed the letter 
were Pfc. Robert L. Kahtz, Pfc. 
William V. Villiez, Pfc. Irvin R. 
Ostrander and Pfc. Fred C. Schulnz. 
There was no identification. About 
1,000 soldiers in ASTP were attend- 
ing Georgetown last fall and their 
records are now with the Army. 

Security Investment—War Savings 
Bonds Secure the Four Freedoms—j Buy ode today. | 
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Engineers with the 1st Army in Germany bury antitank 
mines in an attempt to stop the German offensive. 

Wounded Navy MenCoverCasts 
With Cheery Yule Decorations 
E> the Associated Press. 

SAN DIEGO. Calif., Dec. 26.— 
There were no long faces among 
the wounded yesterday at the Naval 
Hospital. It was Christmas, but. 
more important, Christmas in the 
United States. 

Lying in the first bed of an Ortho- 
pedic ward, Pvt. James E. Cody, jr„ 
marine from East Syracuse, N. Y.. 
brought smiles to all who walked by 
him with the greeting, "Merry 
Christmas,” printed in bright green 
across the cast w’hich covered his 
chest. 

A few beds farther along, a wound- 
ed sailor had decorated in red and 
green the suspension which held 

Night Operator Sentenced 
For Threatening Woman 

Philip Mickens, colored, 36, of 116 
Forty-fourth street N.E. was sen- 
tenced in Municipal Court today to 
post a $1,000 peace bond or serve 
six months in jail after he was 
found guilty of threatening a woman 
on the telephone. 

The woman testified that Mickens. 
a night telephone operator at the 
Croydon Apartment. 1815 Seven- 
teenth street N.W., had called her 
for ‘'dates" and threatened her when 
she refused to meet him. 

According to police, the defendant 
acquired the woman's number by 
overhearing phone calls she received 
from a tenant at the Croydon. At 
the suggestion of police, she made 
a ‘'date” with Mickens to come to 
her apartment yesterday When 
Mickens arrived, he was arrested by 
Precinct Detective Edward A. Dalv. 

Mickens denied making threaten- 
ing calls and said he went to the 
woman's apartment at the request of 
a tenant who sent him for cigarettes. 

Maryland Group Studies 
Effect of Insurance Ruling 
By the Associated Press. 

ANNAPOLIS, Md„ Dec. 26.—'The i 
effect of a recent Supreme Court 
decision bringing insurance com- 
panies under provisions of the Sher- 
man Antitrust Act will be studied j 
by a newly appointed committee 
composed of Maryland insurance of- 
ficials. 

Announcing the committee Gov. 
O Conor said the members would 
pay particular attention to the ad- 
visability of amending Maryland 
laws to strengthen State control 
over insurance companies and to 
the future of State supervision of 
State supervision of insurance. 

Since the announcement of the 
Supreme Court decision. State offi- 
cials and insurance men had been 
apprehensive that insurance busi- 
ness wolud be taken from State 
supervision and put under Federal 
regulation, the Governor explained. 

The committee is headed by Law- 
rence E. Ensor, State insurance 
commissioner, and includes Presi- 
dent F. D. Laizear of the Mutual 
Fire Insurance Co. of Montgomery 
County, Sandy Spring. 

Commission Reports 
Rise in Chicago Crime 

* By the Associated Press. 
CHICAGO, Dec. 26. — Crime in 

Chicago increased in 1944, and there 
was a decrease in punishment to 
offenders, the Chicago Crime Com- 
mission said today in its year-end 
report. 

For the first 11 months of this 
year, said Rudolph Dvorak, assist- 
ant operating director, the totals for 
various kinds of crime are more 
than for the 12 months of 1943. Un- 
til this year, he said, the trend had 
been reversed. 

Mr. Dvorak listed 176 murders in 
the city up to December 1, as com- 
pared to 169 in 1943, while the total 
crimes listed for the 11 months 
were 32.087 as compared to 30,862 
last year, 

f 

his bullet-riddled leg aloft. 
On every bed was at least one 

present from the Red Cross and 
other groups which sent the 12,000 
patients 16,000 gift boxes. 

Each ward had a large Christmas 
tree. A tree beside the bed of Corpl. 
James L. Anderson. Elkhart. 111., 
was only 1 foot high, but he sur- 
rounded it with brightly decorated 
presents and tied a piece of mistle- 
toe to the brace he used when rais- 
ing his body from his bed. He was 
wounded at Guam. 

Yesterday’s turkey dinner cli- 
maxed a full homelike week end for 
the men. The Christmas observance 
started earlier in the week, with 
Bing Crosby visiting the wounded 
to sing ‘’Silent Night” at their re-j 
quest. 

Operated as an antitank weapon, this 90-mm. antiaircraft gun has been knocking out enemy 

| armored vehicles during the Nazi drive through Belgium. —Signal Corps Radiophoto. 

This King Tiger tank, one of Germany’s newest and most 
powerful weapons, stands amid a pile of rubble after being 
stopped by Yank artillerymen. The scene is a town somewhere 
in Belgium. —Signal Corps Radiophoto. 

Small Streams Inundate 
Roads in West Virginia 
By The Abfcocjated Pre?s. 

CHARLESTON, W. Va„ Dec. 26.— 
A Christmas rain which washed 
away a heavy snowfall sent small 
streams surging out of their banks 
today, inundating many roads in 
Central West Virginia. 

The Ohio and Kanawha Rivers 
were rising, but weather observers 
said the rate of rise did not cause 
immediate concern. 

Burnsville and Buckhannon ap- 
peared to be among the hardest hit. 
The little Kanawha River spread 
throughout Burnsville, where the 
water was several inches deep. The 
community's only theater was flood- 
ed. The Buckhannon River covered 
one Buckhannon street and still was 

rising. 

2 Colonels, Major Lost 
With B-29 Over Tokyo 
By tbc Associated Press. 

TWENTY FIRST UNITED 
STATES BOMBER COMMAND, 
Saipan, Dec. 3 (Delayed i.—A Super 
Fortress was lost over Tokyo today, 
carrying two colonels, a major and 
nine others to almost certain death. 

Among those lost were Col Byron 
Elias Brugge. 35, son-in-law of the 
late Maj. Gen, Clarence L. Tinker; 
Col. Richard Thomas King, jr., 36, 
and Maj. Robert Flood Golds- 
worthy, 27, of Rosalia, Wash., the 
pilot. 

Disabled by the gunfire of a Jap- 
anese plane, the Super Fortress 
went down with two engines smoking 
and enemy fighters trailing her 
closely. 

WHO 

NEEDS 

TRUST 

SERVICE? 

A NY ONE who has property should make a will 
” and name an executor to settle his estate— 
an experienced executor who will protect the 
estate and provide safeguards against losses and 
unnecessary settlement costs. 

Taxes, alone, because of their size and complexity, 
demand that estates, whether large or small, have 
expert, experienced handling. 
Never has the task of money management, or the 
protection of estates for the benefit of depend- 
ents, been so difficult. 

Never has group judgment in the matter of invest- 
ments been more important. 

Investigation of our Trust Department service will 
not cost you anything and will not obligate you; 
and it may relieve you of much anxiety. I 
We shall be glad to discuss your problems with 
you, whether yourlestate will be large or small. 

Member Federal Insurance Corporation 
Member Federal Reserve System 

London Subways Resume 
After One-Day Yule Strike 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON. Dec. 26.—London re- 

sembled a ghost town today on this 
last day of the long Christmas holi- 
day—but its subways resumed run- 

ning after a one-day Xu'e strike. 
Buses, trams and subways ran a 

skeleton service. Many streets were 
deserted. Among Britons, "boxing 
day” is as much a part of the holi- 
day tradition as Christmas itself. 
They spend December 26 in family 
gatherings even more so than on 
Christmas Day. 

Another factor in today's quiet 
was that seemingly fewer Americans 
than usual were in town on furlough. 
However, for those United States 
soldiers detailed to repair bomb- 
damaged houses it was no holiday. 

The one-day subway strike was a 
workers' protest against refusal to 
let them off Christmas or an equiva- 
lent day. 

'Dues-Paying' Plan Offered 
For Democrafic Party 
By the Associated Press. 

A plan to have the Democratic 
party reorganized on a ‘‘dues-pay- 
ing” basis was advanced today by 
Representative Ramspeck, Demo- 
crat, of Georgia. 

Under his proposal, county units 
would be formed, with each member 
paying dues of approximately *5 a 
vear. The money would be divided 
for national and local use. 

Mr. Ramspeck. who headed the 
Democratic Speakers Bureau dur- 
ing the recent campaign, said the 
plan "will help us build interest and 
unity, as well as solving some of our 
financial trouble." 

He plans to present the idea soon 
to national party leaders. 

fierce lighting thundered around 
i American-captured Chaumont just 
jWest of the Arlon-Bastogne road, 
and doughboys were gouging out 
steady gains east of the road. They 
pressed rforth of Bigonville, cleared 
Arsdorf, and pushed close to Neuen- 
hausen 2 miles farther northeast. 

| A few miles farther east Ameri- 
cans gained near recaptured Heider- 
scheid. 8 miles west of Diekirch 
German attacks were repulsed at 
Heiderscheid and at Kehmen 3 
miles to the northeast. 

In other advances south and east 
of Diekirch. the Yanks took Mos- 
troff, 4 miles south of Vianden. 
where the Nazis originally broke 
across the Luxembourg border in 
their Bastogne drive. Mostroff is 9 
miles northwest of Echternach. 

The Americans' losses were run- 
ning high, but so were the Germans' 
One field dispatch said a full Ger- 
man tank division had been wiped 
out in the Stavelot area. Maj. O. S. 
Sonesifer of Harrisburg. Pa., de- 
clared: "We have given the German 
panzers their worst beating since 
the Argentan Gap debacle’' in Nor- 
mandy. 

Nazi Patrols Active. 
Elsewhere on the western front, 

German patrols were active along 
the Meuse River In Holland. Patrols 
were active on the 7th Army front 
near Wissembourg and along the 

Visit America’s 
First & Only Exclusive 
Hotel Training 
Learn how YOF can P a L ^ • I 
enjov the thrill of U C II 0 O I 
colorful luxurious w w ■■ w w ■ 
hotel life You run qualify quickly through Lewis Training. 

Winter Classes Now Forming 
Day, Evening and Home Study 

Earn while yno learn*! Prepare now for 
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write or nhone for FREE ROOK. Open 
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Newsprint Quota Same 
As in Quarter last Year 
By the Associated Press. 

The basic newsprint consumption 
quota for newspapers will be the 
same in the first quarter of 1945 as 
in the first quarter of 1944. 

Officials of the War Production 
Board’s Printing and Publishing Di- 
vision disclosed this today. They 
said, however, that newspapers must 
figure their consumption quotas 
without the allowance they received 
last year for the extra day resulting 
from leap year. 

Western Front 
_<Continued Prom First Page.) 

west of Stavelot, talcing 200 prisoners 
and wrecking or seizing 15 tanks. 

Farther east the Germans lost 
bloodily in a vicious Christmas eve 
assault on the doughboy line near 

Bullingen, but failed to gain. 
The Germans dropped parachut- 

ists near Stavelot and Beauraing in- 
tent on disrupting Allied communi- 
catiens, but all were wiped out. 

Gen. Eisenhower's counterassault 
along the 25-mile southern flank 
was striking heavily toward Bas- 
togne, and against the Echternach 
shoulder of the Nazi bulge. Gains 
of 1 to 3 miles were reported in 24 
hours up to Christmas morning. 

| Rhine, and north of Colmar tha 
! Allies entered Bennwier. 

(Berlin said Schiesaeck Fort 
of the Maginot Line north of 
Bitche on the 7th Army front 
had been recaptured by the Ger- 
mans, with Bundenthal, 7 miles 
northwest of Wissembourg, also 
retaken* 
The Allies yesterday sent out 

more than 4,000 planes, 600 of which 
directed their blows at sealing off 

I the battle bulge In the rear line 
j rather than in front-line attacks. 

For this reason, officers at head- 
quarters said, the full effect of air 
blows may not begin to be felt 
heavily on the actual front line for 
48 hours or more. 

56 Tanks Wrecked. 
The Allied planes yesterday 

wrecked at least 56 tanks, and de- 
stroyed or damaged 791 other 
armored vehicles and transports. 

Yesterday's air action cost 13 
heavv bombers. 7 medium and light 
bombers and 45 fighters, some of 
which may have landed in friendly 
territory. Seventy-nine German 
planes were shot down. 

The 9th Tactical Air Force alone 
reported this toll of enemy vehicles 
since the start of the German 
counteroffensive: 312 planes de- 
stroyed, 435 armored vehicles, 2.986 
transports, 685 railway cars, and 
27 locomotives destroyed or dam- 
aged. 

Support the Sixth War Loan 
drive "Like a Mighty Army" Over 
the Top—94 Million. De Sota Had 
No Quota: Nor Have Wei Buy and 
Buy and Buy. 
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Beautiful Hamilton 
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WITH 
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We specialize in Estate Dia- 
monds — always below 
market value. Backed by 
more than 50 years’ experi- 1 
ence in fine diamonds. 
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She's your personal repre- 
sentative at the telephone 
company — the girl in the 

iusinest Office- 

“WE’D RATHER SAY 
i 

We don’t like to tell people that they’ll have to wait to 

get a home telephone. We’d much rather say “yes” to . 

requests for service. That’s the way it used to be. 

But the needs of war have first claim on available 

telephone equipment and on telephone manufacturing 
facilities and manpower. Delays in filling civilian orders 

just can’t be helped. 

All of us telephone people sincerely appreciate the 

cooperative understanding being shown by those who 
are waiting their turn to get service. 

THE CHESAPEAKE AND POTOMAC TELEPHONE COMPANY 
(Bell System) 


