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A Welcome Advocate 
Senator Burton’s forthright advo- 

cacy of real voting rights for Wash- 
ingtonians—real voting rights being 
the rights of voting for District of 
Columbia representatives in Con- 
gress and for President and Vice 
President — is nonetheless welcome 
because of the somewhat circuitous 
route by which he reached his pres- 
ent position. As a matter of fact, it 
is all the more welcome. 

The Senator, like some of his col- 
leagues, was skeptical in the begin- 
ning of giving the District of Colum- 
bia voting rights without conferring 
on the District something like the 
status of a State. The Constitution 
confines voting representation in 
Congress and the electoral college to 
the States. He explored the possibil- 
ity of a constitutional amendment 
which, in effect, would attach the 
District to Maryland for the purpose 
of voting for members of Congress 
and for President and Vice President. 
The experimental draft of that 
amendment reveals some of its in- 
herent defects. For one thing, it 
would hopelessly confuse the exclu- 
sive legislative control over the Dis- 
trict which the Constitution wisely < 

places with Congress. Again, It would 
dilute Maryland’s vote for her Sena- ! 
tors, to an extent that Maryland j 
doubtless would find objectionable. } 

In announcing his readiness to I 
support the Sumners-Capper resolu- j 
tion, therefore, the Senator indicates j 
his own conviction that such an 
amendment is probably the most 
effective and the simplest method of 
reaching the desired objective. The 
Star believes it is. For this amend- 
ment does not affect the voting rep- 
resentation of any of the sovereign 
states. It does not diminish the 
power of Congress over the seat of 
Government. It does not make a new 
State of the District of Columbia. 
It preserves the original conception 
of the District as a Federal area, but 
gives to its residents the fundamen- 
tally American privilege of represen- 
tation In their Government. That 
amendment provides: 

That Congress shall have power to 
provide that there shall be in the Con- 
gress and among the electors of Presi- 
dent and Vice President members elected 
by the people of the District constituting 
the seat of Government of the United 
States in such numbers and with such 
powers as the Congress shall determine. 

Senator Burton wishes to couple 
with this amendment a provision to 
return and to safeguard the voting 
rights of residents of other Federal 
areas in continental United States. 
It would be helpful if data concern- 

ing the number and status of such 
residents can be obtained. They 
should, of course, have the right to 
vote and the extraordinarily large 
areas now acquired by the National 
Government throughout the country 
may have made the question of more 

importance than in the past. But 
the political status of such areas, 
exclusively devoted to governmental 
uses, is hardly to be compared with 
that of the Washington community 
of over 800,000 people, which by 
every standard of eligibility save 
one, meets the test for direct repre- 
sentation as a community in the 
Government. 

It is most helpful and encouraging 
that Senator Burton, whose stature 
as a Senator has increased with 
every year $f his service, has become 
a firm believer in votes for Washing- 
ton, and that his belief is based on 
the results of his independent study 
and thought. Washingtonians need 
his support and the support of other 
able men in Congress. 

News During Battle 
It may well be, as some corre- 

spondents have complained, that 
General Eisenhower's headquarters 
clamped down too tight a censorship i 

at the start of Von Rundstedt’s ! 
drive, holding back certain details j 
that could readily have been re- ; 
ported without endangering the 
security of our armed forces. Yet, 
in all fairness, it cannot be denied 
that the main point in the news was 

made promptly and abundantly clear 
—namely, the potential gravity of 
the counteroffensive. 

As for the details, perhaps the blue 

pencils have been used to excess, but 
the military command cannot be i 

blamed too much if it errs on this 
side at a time when the front is 

blazing and boiling and in constant 
flux and when caution or the lack 
of it can mean the winning or losing 
of the battle. It has been asked, why 
not reveal exactly how far the Nazis 
have advanced and where they now 
are? It has been asked, too, why 
is there no precise authoritative 
assessment of the situation? But 
wars cannot be fought that way, 
since some facts simply have to be 
kept in the dark if maneuvers are to 
be made and the lives of soldiers 
protected. 

In Secretary Stimson’s words, “the 
success of our operations and the 
•afety of our men depend on a cer- 

tain amount of patience and re- 
straint at a moment when the stakes 
are high.” For it is a fact, as he 
says, that the fighting on the west- 
ern front is in a fluid state and 
that prudence demands as little dis- 
cussion as possible of enemy activity 
—this for the reason that if our 

military command were too voluble 
about it the Nazis might learn how 
General Eisenhower really sizes up 
their drive, and from that, in turn, 
they might be able to figure out 
what he proposes to do to counter it. 

The Pope Speaks 
On the sixth Christmas of the war 

which shrouds the world in sorrow 
and privation, Pope Pius XII has 
issued a message to mankind which 
should rank as one of the outstand- 
ing utterances of our epoch. Stand- 
ing far “above the battle,” the Pon- 
tiff deals with underlying realities 
and enunciates the basic principles 
on which a constructive world order 
can be established. 

Immensely significant is his con- 

viction that the cornerstone of a new 

and better world structure must be 
democracy, both within and between 
nations and peoples, the democratic 
form of government being “a postu- 
late of nature imposed by reason 

itself.” The foundation of the dem- 
ocratic order is the individual human 
being, free “to express his own views 
of the duties and sacrifices that are 

imposed on him; not compelled to 
obey without being heard.” 

This is, of course, the absolute 
antithesis to that wave of authori- 
tarianism which arose a generation 
ago and produced many varieties of 
the “totalitarian state,” wherein the 
individual is subordinated to the 
absolute rule of a class, caste or 

party, with no right of appeal from 
its decisions, no security for life or 

person, and no chance to exercise 
independent judgment in an atmos- 

phere completely conditioned by 
propaganda. That is the situation 
in every totalitarian regime, whether 
it be Nazi. Fascist, Communist or any 
other variant of the authoritarian 
trend of our times. And it is that 
malign condition which has degraded 
the “people,” composed of self-re- 
specting and responsible individuals, 
into “the masses,” “a shapeless mul- 
titude,” moved and molded from 
without by their absolute masters. It 
is to such arbitrary and absolute 
concentrations of power that the 

present war is due. \ 

The Pope sees the hope of the 
future in the restoration of the con- 

cept of human dignity and respon- 
sibility in both the peoples and their 
leaders, chosen by democratic meth- 
ods. He sees the process carried onto 
the international plane by an asso- 

ciation of nations wherein each will 
be morally equal and with the col- 
lective authority to put down wanton 
aggression from any quarter. That 
association must be universal, based 
upon the principle that mankind is 
a spiritual unity. This implies that 
the world must be guided by prin- 
ciples of even-handed justice to all, 
with no permanent discriminations 
between present victors and van- 

quished. Thus, and thus alone, can 
the current catastrophe be construc- 
tively terminated and the world’s 
wounds be healed. And the Pontiff 
believes that the very extremity of 
its misfortunes are opening the eyes 
of mankind to the way of salvation. 

The Palatinate 
Among the expressions which the 

armed forces of the United States 
have brought into common usage 
among Americans is that applied 
by historical writers to the territory 
in Germany west of the Rhine. It 
is an ancient term, coming down the 
ages from the days of the Roman 

empire, when certain officials of the 
court were called “palatini.” Under 
Constantine the Great, the soldiers 
stationed in or near his capital were 

designated “the palatine guard.” 
The phrase seems to have originated 
in the title of Pales, a pastoral 
goddess of the Latin pantheum. In 
her honor, the Palatine Hill in Rome 
was so labeled. Augustus built a 

palace on the slope, and Nero more 

splendidly and extravagantly fol- 
lowed his example. 

Other structures belonging to the 

emperors in different parts of 

Europe gradually shared the word; 
the lands surrounding them like- 
wise were considered palatinial. 
Even when imperial Rome collapsed, 
people still continued to employ the 
traditional language in reference to 
official property. The Frankish kings 
of the Merovingian dynasty created 
a “comes palatinus,” closely at- 
tached to themselves, to attend to 
military and administrative duties 
which they wished to delegate. 
Counts palatine flourished under the 
Carolingian sovereigns. The phrase 
“paladin,” applied to the followers 
of Charlemagne, is a natural va- 

riant. Later monarchs sent palatine 
counts to govern outlying areas, to 
act as judges, to represent them- 
selves in all important matters of 
business. There were men bearing 
the title in Saxony, in Swabia, in 
Lorraine and in many other places. 
Until the dissolution of 1806, the 
count palatine of the Rhine was one 

of the four lay electors and the most 
important lay official of the Holy 
Roman empire. 

Hermann I, who served from 945 
to 996, was the first of the long list 
of Rhenish executives regarded as a 

palatinial count. Frederick I ap- 
pointed his stepbrother Conrad 
count palatine in 1155; Frederick II 
named Otto, the infant son of Louis 
I, Duke of Bavaria, in 1214. The 
Golden Bull of 1356 bestowed the 
electoral privilege upon the palatine 
count, and the right was exercised 
by his successors until 1623. The 
German title is: Hofpfalzgrafen. 

American troops, fighting for the 
possession of a gateway into the 
Reich, are attacking the palatinate 

for reasons which are strategic as 
well as geographical. Many of 
Hitler’s most important industrial 
plants are part of the target. 

Britain's Effort 
Although the people of the British 

Isles have high hopes that this will 
be the last Christmas of the war in 
Europe, they realize that the war as 
a whole will probably be far from 
over at Christmas time a year from 
now. This is a sobering fact that 
has just been emphasized for them 
by the announcement that 250,000 
more of their young men —“above 
previous plans”—will be called up for 
service in the armies of the United 
Kingdom during 1945. 

Authoritative reports declare that 
the decision to effect this far-reach- 
ing expansion was made some time 
ago and is not connected—except by 
coincidence—with the critical battle 
precipitated by Von Rundstedt in 
Belgium and Luxembourg. Its main 
purpose, evidently, is to prepare 
for an intensification of operations 
against Japan—a move in keeping 
with what the Churchill government 
has frequently declared: that it pro- 
poses to prosecute the war in the Far 
East to the absolute limit of its 

! abilities. 
At first glance, the fact that an 

additional quarter million men are 
thus going to be removed from 
civilian pursuits in the British Isles 
may not seem extraordinary. But 
when we consider that this is an 
extra number, supplementing the 

! total previously scheduled, and when 
we consider that the United King- 
dom—in proportion to its small pop- 
ulation—has already mobilized more 
manpower than any other of the 
United Nations, we get a better idea 
of what it must mean to a people 
who have intimately known war and 

; privation for more than five years 
and whom Hitler’s V weapons are 
still killing off at a rate of more than 
700 a month. 

The cigarette shortage mystery 
still baffles our best minds. Accord- 
ing to Senator Ferguson the root of 
the evil is that payment of people 
not to grow things. Smokers, there- 
fore, are paying tobacco farmers for 
cutting their acreage and are thus 
paying for cigarettes that they do 
not get. The Government some day 
may learn that tobacco is tobacco, 
just as a decade ago it learned that 
"pigs is pigs." 

Physicians now are as scarce as 
engineers formerly were plentiful— 
with the result that many people, 
allegedly, are not getting sick as 
often as they used to. 

There have been a number of def- 
initions of a "true lady.” Perhaps 
as good as any is to say that she is 
in the habit of saying, "I think tHis 
gentleman is ahead of me.” 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

•'BETHESDA, Md. 
Dear Sir: 

I have established a feeding station 
out in the yard, at some distance from 
the house, but it is too far out to see the birds easily. 

“Do you think it would be best to 
remove the station to a point near the house, or to establish another station7 

"I have never had but one feeding place at a time and do not know' wheth- 
er there are any real advantages in put- ting up another one. 

I would like to know the comparative advantages and disadvantages of a bi»d 
feeding station up by the house. 

Sincerely, M. L.” 
* * * * 

Two separate feeding stations in the 
same yard are always advantageous, both to the birds and their friends. 

In the first place, nothing is prettier or more interesting than bird flight, and 
uSta^°ns ma^e *or much movement. ! 

Then, too, the smaller species are thus I enabled to feed at a real advantage, since most of the sparrows and other ! 
clannish birds like to be together. 

This enables the chickadees, titmice 
* 

and soon to fly into the feeding station t 
which has the fewer guests 

Watching the flight of the various 
songsters which winter here is one of the great rewards of feeding during the cold months. 

There is little foliage to interfere with 
sight, and so the ways the various 
species fly may be watched unhindered. Even the lowly English sparrow, in the massed swoops from one feeding station to another, will show some won- 
derful flying. It is not alwavs realized that this humble bird, and its English cousin, the starling, now at home in 
America, possess flying ability not sur- 
passed by more than half a dozen birds 
m the whole range of approximately 1.400 species in the United States. (Of 
these 1,400. approximately 310 come to 
the Washington region.) 

* * * * 

The great advantage of the feeding station close to the house is that the 
birds which come to it may be watched 
at close range. 

It is best to put the station on a stake, 
by a window, so that the birds mav be 
seen easily. 

Usually they do not mind in the least 
any one looking out at them. It is 
questionable whether they can see in, 
due to light refraction. 

While looking out at them it is best 
to stand to one side, not squarely in 
the window1. Usually curtains may be 
so arranged that the observer is com- 
pletely hidden. 

In this way the birds feel quite at 
home. 

* * ■*. j. 

Close inspection reveals marvels of 
beauty lost at even 10 feet. No one, for 
instance, can begin to appreciate the 
beauty of the soft coloration of the 
female cardinal's coat unless within a 
few feet of her. 

The feeding station close to the house 
should be a small one, and preferably 
kept unfilled until morning, so that 
wandering rats and mice will not be 
attracted during the night. 

We know of one householder who 
looked out and saw what he thought 
was a squirrel on his window sill. 

Closer inspection revealed it to be a 
rat, which had climbed up 4 feet of 
brick wall to get to the seed. 

Squirrels will come, but if there is 
another station where there is more 
activity, due to it being larger and hold- 
ing more food, most of them will prefer 
the far-out location. 

Often a window sill may be used. It 
is perhaps best to leave the window 
screen up all winter at the window 
where a feeding station is located. In 
this way if one or two birds happen to 
bang into the screen, no damage is done, 
either to them or to the window. 

Letters to The Star 
Advocates Building of Meeting 

House for the Nations Here 
To the Editor of The Star: 

A stadium? Yes, but- 
Shall it be said of America: “And, lo, 

Washington offered, as did Rome long 
ago in the Coliseum, games in a great 
stadium for the amusement of envoys 
and wise men of the nations who came 

from the uttermost parts of the earth 
to seek aid and counsel in relieving and 
in removing causes of famine and dis- 
tress of hundreds of millions of people.” 
They came to seek aid in rebuilding 
wasted agricultures and wrecked indus- 
tries and in creating economic democ- 
racy as first needful to political de- 
mocracy. Shall it be said that these 
envoys who came to the world’s greatest 
center of democracy found instead that 
only a great stadium for games for their 
amusement had been provided for them? 

For who but youth will take part in 
games of a great stadium? Certainly, 
such games will be to the benefit of 
international undestanding in sporting 
and free rivalry as great Olympics to 
the use of the world. But envoys of 
nations concerned with critical problems 
of their peoples will take no part in 
games of physical prowess in the great 
stadium of Washington. 

Perhaps Washington needs a great 
stadium. But Washington needs now 

something more than a stadium for 
games of physical prowess and for 
pageants. Only yesterday telephone 
operators threatening to strike were re- 

minded officially that Washington now 

Is the greatest center of communication 
of the world. But Washington is far more 
than that. It is the world center of 
ideas and the spirit of democracy as the 
goal for which the majority of the 
peoples of the world even now are 

fighting, suffering and dying. Washing- 
ton, rather, needs a great meeting house, 
suitable for the open discussion of the 
rights of those who labor and are heavy 
laden—a meeting house where problems 
of all peoples who seek the abundant 
life may be brought into the open for all 
to hear and to consider. Washington 
needs an edifice equipped for holding 
congresses, where men of learning and 
wisdom and men of good will from all 
corners of the earth may hammer out in 
open conference and discussion prin- 
ciples and ways and means to make full 
use of and to conserve the good earth, 
to let toiling humanity earn the abun- 
dant life and to protect and safeguard 
peoples in their rights of liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

Washington needs above all else in 
its physical equipment a great meeting 
house as a parliament of mankind and 
a congress of the nations. Such an 

edifice would be designed for concourses 

of peoples and great assemblies and for 
smaller meetings of sections and con- 

ferences and committees that would 
report back to general assemblies. 

Existing public halls of Washington, 
while some are beautifully appointed, 
in no rase are large enough, nor are 

they suitably fitted with smaller audi- 
toriums for holding sectional meetings 
at the same time. Nor are eating facili- 
ties convenient to them. Washington 
has needed in the past, needs now and 
for the postwar period will all the more 

need, a suitable establishment for hold- 
ing national and international confer- 
ences, conventions, assemblies and con- 

gresses, and music festivals. This need 
has been made very real to many of us 

who have been responsible directly or 

indirectly for making arrangements for 
national conventions and international 
assemblies in Washington. For example, 
in 1939 It was necessary to commandeer 
the Union Station for the banquet ses- 

sion of the World Water Power Con- 
gress. 

The structure and facilities of this 
great meeting house should be efficient, 
in good taste, and should have simplicity, 
dignity and beauty befitting a great 
meeting house of nmnkind. 

Yes, let us have a stadium for games 
and pageants for amusement, recreation 
and inspiration. But let us first or also 
erect a great meeting house of democ- 
racy in Washington. 

W. C. LOWDERMILK, 
Past President of the American Geo- 

physical Union of Earth Sciences. 

Wants No Church Interference 
To th» Editor of The Star: 

Recently I received a letter from a 

religious organization, soliciting my 

co-operation in an endeavor to have 
the church as such given representation 
at the peace table and at the interna- 
tional councils which are to shape the 

future policies of the world government 
under the new order of things after 
the war, in order to establish a perma- 
nent reign of peace. 

But it is about time somebody spoke 
out against the church's meddling with 
matters that do not pertain to her 
proper functions. The church and the 
state operate in different spheres, each 
has different objectives, different mis- 
sions and entirely different functions, 
and they are governed by entirely dif- 
ferent standards. 

The church is to carry on its work on 
a spiritual basis and by means of the 
power of love, entreaty and persuasion, 
whereas the state is ordained to func- 
tion in civil things only, and its edicts 
and laws are to be administered by 
means of carnal weapons and the power 
of force. The church has committed to 
its stewardship the souls of men and 
exists solely for the salvation of man- 

kind in spiritual matters. The author 
of Christianity said: "I came not to 
judge the world, but to save the world.” 
When a man came to Christ one day 
and said unto Him: "Master, speak to 
my brother, that he divide the inherit- 
ance with me,” Christ answered him 
saying: "Man, who made me a judge 
or a divider over you?” The church 
cannot become an arbiter in disputes 
about human rights any more than 
Christ could arbitrate human affairs in 
the secular world. 

The functions of the church are to 
preach the gospel and to administer the 
sacraments. Of course, the church has 
a right to raise her voice in protest 
against any interference of the state 
in religious matters, but it is not the 
prerogative of the church to function 
in purely civil affairs, and to tell the 
state how to conduct its affairs in 
strictly civil matters. The Christian as 
a citizen can enter fully into civil af- 
fairs but not as a churchman. The 
church must maintain a position of 
neutrality on all political questions and 
the state must do the same in all reli- 
gious or spiritual matters. 

C. S. LONG AC RE. 

This Changing World 
By Constantine Brown 

Americans who have Just returned 
from survey trips through Italy report 
that conditions are so bad that no one 
can forecast what may happen in the 
next few months. 

Politically the country is split in 
many factions. The Communists, who 
now have four men in the government, 
are getting stronger rapidly. Accord- 
ing to reports, their ranks are being 
swelled by the addition of many former 
Fascists who have discovered that' by 
Joining the Communist party they could 
become immune to punishment and also 
could obtain lucrative positions. 

Of course, the well-known Fascists 
close to Mussolini and his entourage 
cannot join the Communist ranks. But 
the smaller fry of the Fascist party 
who had Joined 11 Duce’s movement 
after the march on Rome because it 
offered so many personal advantages 
are now rushing to the Red banner. 

Prince Umberto, the lieutenant gen- 
eral of the realm, has become an inti- 
mate friend of Palmiro Togliatti, the 
member of the Third Internationale 
dispatched by the Polit bureau in Mos- 
cow to take an important place in the 
Italian government soon after Italy got 
out of the war. He is reported to be 
meeting Togliatti secretly several times 
a week. Umberto expects to save the 
dynasty by playing close to the Com- 
munist leader, who in return expects to 
strengthen the position of Moscow in 
Italy by his contact with the Prince. 

* * * * 

The Socialists, under the leadership of 
Nenni, together with many of the lib- 
erals and Christian Socialist parties, are 
against the crown and also oppose the 
Communist penetration. Togliatti ex- 

pects to increase the power of the Com- 
munists with the aid of the crown, even 
if Umberto and the whole royal family 
have to be sacrificed later. 

But besides the complex political pic- 
ture, which interests the politicos chiefly, 
there is a terrific economic and moral 
bankruptcy which involves all the Ital- 
ian people. 

The black market, in which every 
one including the troops of occupation 
are indulging, has reached unbelievable 
proportions. There are youths in Rome 
whose avowed profession is to shine 
shoes—but who are displaying thousand 

lire bills (the rate of exchange is 100 
lire to one dollar) by engaging in small 
black market operations. Everybody is 
talking and thinking in black market 
terms. There is no electricity in most 
of the Important Italian cities. Candles 
can be purchased only on the black 
market at the rate of $1 a candle. All 
brands of American cigarettes can be 
purchased in Rome, Naples and other 
occupied cities at $2 a package and a 
penny box of matches costs between 40 
and 50 cents. 

There is wheat as well as olive oil in 
many centers where these staple food 
products used to be produced. But there 
is no transportation. TTie Germans did 
a thorough job when they destroyed 
bridges arfd power plants in their re- 
treat. Sicily has plenty of hard wheat— 
the type used in the manufacture of 
macaroni—as well as olive oil. But these 
vital staples cannot be taken out of the 
island because of lack of transportation. 

* * * * 

Because of the existing shortages the 
pay of the government official has be- 
come illusory. It is not sufficient for the 
purchase of food for the family. Hence 
the graft is beyond imagination. In or- 
der to facilitate graft, there is any 
amount of red tape involved in every 
phase of the life of the average citizen. 
For instance, in order to transfer a 
quantity of olive oil from one center in 
Sicily to another within the island, about 
25 different permits are necessary. 

And each permit means delay and 
bribery. The result h^s been that the 
producers prefer to hid4 their wares and 
sell them in the black market where the 
bribery is more expensive, but there is 
less red tape. The consequence is that 
the price of these commodities has gone 
up several hundred per cent above the 
ceiling imposed by the Allied authorities, 
not because the producer is greedy, but 
because he has to spend so much money 
in corrupting the army of officials. 

The German agents naturally con- 
tinue to boost the "intelligent and ex- 
cellent organization” provided by II Duce 
for his loyal followers, and in their state 
of despair the population in liberated 
Italy believes what it hears or reads. 
The Italian military police in Rome, 
Naples and other liberated cities have a 
Job of wiping off the walls such writing 
as "We want our lunatic back.” 
___ 

The Political Mill 
By Gould Lincoln 

neroen arowneu, jr„ of New York, 
will stay on as national chairman of the 
Republican party, under present plans 
Mr. Brownell has called a meeting of 
the party's national committee to be 
held January 22 in Indianapolis. At 
that time he may undertake to obtain 
a vote of confidence from the commit- 
tee, allowing it to vote on his retention 
of office, although he was elected for a 
full term of four years at the meeting 
of the committee in Chicago last June. 

There is nothing to compel him now 
to submit his resignation, or to raise the 
question of the chairmanship unless he, 
himself, or a group of committee mem- 
bers, should force the issue. 

The Republican chairman was the 
choice of Gov. Dewey of New York 
to run his campaign for the presidency 
this year. He will remain as chairman, 
however, committed to no particular 
candidate for the 1948 Republican pres- 
idential nomination—neither Mr. Dewey 
nor any one else. In other words, he wiil 
run the committee without favor, and 
all potential nominees will be treated 
alike. 

Dewey to Consult Him. 
This does not mean, however, that 

Gov. Dewey, as titular head of the Re- 
publican party, will not consult with 
the national chairman and the other 
members of the national committee, 
singly or as a body, on important issues 
relating both to policy and administra- 
tion of the party organization. Mr. 
Dewey has made it clear he intends to 
take the full responsibility which goes 
with party leadership. The meeting, 
held in New York last week, attended 
by Gov. Dewey and Mr. Brownell, and 
by the Republican leaders in Congress, 
at which plans for strengthening the 
party organization were discussed, is 
only a forerunner of other similar meet- 
ings with party leaders, in which Re- 
publican Governors and State chairmen 
will have part. 

* * * * 

Indiana was picked as a banner Re- 
publican State for the coming meeting 
of the GOP National Committee. It 
not only elected a Republican Governor 
and Senator to succeed Democrats in 
those offices, but it held its members of 
the House delegation and gave Mr. 
Dewey a plurality over Mr. Roosevelt 
of 94.480 votes. It has been a long time 
since Indianapolis was the scene of such 
a Republican gathering. 

Details Undecided. 
Operation of the Republican National 

Headquarters, and the party organiza- 
tion, on a full-time basis was agreed 
upon, as far as possible, by the informal 

gathering of leaders with Gov. Dewey 
and Mr. Brownell. The details will be 
worked out and presented to the na- 
tional committee for its consideration 
and action next month. 

The national committee amazingly 
w-ound up the recent campaign with 
money in the bank—approximately 
$350,000. Usually the national political 
committees close campaigns with a 
deficit, spending every cent they can 
lay hands on and some they cannot. 

If Mr. Brownell retains the chair- 
manship, it will be with the under- 
standing that he gives a great deal of 
his time to committee work. Whether 
he will hav^ a paid assistant, as a 
kind of executive director, remains to 
be seen. Or even whether Mr. Brownell 
himself becomes a full-time, paid 
executive. 

* * * * 

Some Republican leaders have ex- 
pressed themselves entirely willing to 
pay a large salary to the man who will 
run the national organization during the 
coming years—even as high as $50,000 
a year—and to go into the field of 
business executives, if that seems ad- 
visable, to get the right man for the 
job. 

Seek Full-Time Chairman. 
Senator Wherry of Nebraska, Republi- 

can whip of the Senate, prepared and 
laid before the gathering in New York 
a program for strengthening the party 
organization. It called for a full-time 
chairman, elected to carry on through 
the next presidential campaign, and 
elected now. 

This idea is based on the theory that 
the chairman then would be in a posi- 
tion, after nearly four years of work, 
to get the most out of the national or- 

ganization, no matter who the presi- 
dential nominee may be. This is hard, 
common sense, particularly when it is 
remembered that the Democratic Party's 
new adjunct, the Hillman-headed PAC 
of the CIO, is to be a permanent or- 

ganization, working every day in the 
year. 

There seems no doubt that Gov. 
Dewey will be a candidate for renom- 
ination in 1948. Intimate friends of 
his say that it was his intention all 
along to make a bid for the presi- 
dential nomination, not in 1940 but 
four years later. His hand was forced 
by circumstances. He had to take the 
nomination this year since the great 
majority of the Republicans demanded 
it. He received upwards of 22.000.000 
votes and made the closest race against 
President Roosevelt of any Republican 
candidate. 

On the Eastern Front 
By Maj. George Fielding Elliot 

American attention nas Deen wnouy 
absorbed, as is entirely natural, by the 
great German counteroffensive in the 
west: but we may be quite certain that 
the German high command is watching 
the news from the eastern front with 
anxious care. 

It is not good news for the Germans. 
The Russian Army group of Marshal 
Tolbukhin has broken the German de- 
fensive position between the Danube 
River and the northeastern end of Lake 
Balaton, has taken the railway junctions 
of Szekesfehervar and Bicske, and has 
virtually cut the last escape routes of 
the German garrison of Budapest except 
for one good highway and one second- 
ary railway. 

North of the Danube bend, meanwhile, 
the army group of Marshal Malinov- 
sky continues to progress, overrunning 
communications points and breaking 
Into the plain which leads to Bratislava, 
capital of Slovakia. 

* * '* * 

Thus the fall of Budapest becomes 
once more an imminent possibility of 
the immediate future, Hie Germans 
have made great sacrifices to hold the 
Hungarian capital; what it has cost the 
German high command in the way of 
a drain on their fighting resources will 
probably not be known until after the 
war, but it has been no light price 
which they have paid to delay the Rus- 
sian advance in that area. Their pur- 
pose, of course, was not just to save 

the capital of their only remaining— 
and reluctant—ally, but to prevent the 
railway and road hub of Hungary falling 
to the Russians, thus enabling the Rus- 
sians to turn Hungary into a great base 
of operations against Vienna and South- 
eastern Germany, 

That, however, is what seems about 
to happen now. The value of Budapest 
to the Russians as a base will be greatly 
increased by the fact that the Russians 
are now in possession of the main 
double track railway from Lwow 
through Miskolc to the environs of 
Budapest, the most important of the 
trans-Carpathian supply routes. 

But the steady advance of the Rus- 
sians in Hungary and Slovakia, south 
of the Carpathians, almost certainly 
involves a corresponding advance by 
the Russians in Central Poland, north 
of the Carpathians, f To be more pre- 

else, as Malinovsky and Petrov push 
westward along the southern slopes of 
the mountains, the way is cleared for 
Konev, in Poland, to start westward 
from his present bridgehead over the 
upper Vistula in the direction of Kielce 
and Cracow. By this time the ground 
should be well frozen, so that mud is 
no longer the obstacle to armored 
movement off the roads and to all move- 
ment on the roads (largely unpaved) 
which it is in the autumn months. 

* * * * 

The objective of such a Russian ad- 
vance probably would be the Silesian 
industrial region, centering around Kat- 
towice. The loss of the production of 
this area would be a blow to Germany's 
war machine second only to the loss 
of the Ruhr. Thus the German high 
command is faced with the urgent need 
for providing additional reserves for 
its eastern, or rather its southeastern, 
front, for it should be recognized that 
the Russians are lapping ’round the 
corner, so to speak, of fortress Ger- 
mania and that further advances will 
tend to be of a concentric nature. 

These considerations can hardly af- 
fect the outcome of the present great 
battle in thl West. That will be de- 
cided by the forces already engaged in 
it, or moving into it. The Germans are 
unlikely to withdraw any forces ear- 
marked for the western operation to 
rush them to the East; they have too 
clearly in mind the bitter experience 
in that respect in the last war. But the 
outcome of the western battle certainly 
affects to a very considerable degree the 
future of the war in the East. If the 
Germans succeed in their attempt to 
stabilize the Western Front for a time 
by upsetting Allied offensive calcula- 
tions, by forcing the Allies to shift of- 
fensive reserves to defensive purposes, 
and by destruction of Allied material, 
then they will certainly have a freer 
hand for a time to deal with dangers on 
the other side of Germany. But if in 
attempting to do so they sustain such 
heavy losses themselves as to tip the 
scale of over-all superiority still far- 
ther in the Allied favor, then they will 
have worsened their condition in the 
West without any compensating gain 
elsewhere. There can be very little doubt 
elsewhere. 

(Coiwritht. 1*44) 

Statesmen Challenged 
By Pope's Message 

Observer Says Appeal Should 
Pave Way for Lasting Peace 

By David Lawrence 
’This world of tragedy has few voices 

still sufficiently powerful to make them- 
selves heard above the din of battle and 
one of them is the voice of Pope Pius 
am. 

The Pope's message broadcast to the 
world for Christmas was this year much 
less a message of religion and much 
more an essay on political science but 
running through it was a blending of 
both in such a stirring way that if 
the peoples of all the world could really 
learn and understand the background 
of that appeal it might be said with 
confidence that the process of making 
a permanent peace had really begun. 

Tor irrespective of sect or creed, ir- 
respective of political party or economic 
class, the Pope’s words strike deeply at 
prejudice, at selfishness, at brutality, 
at the passions and hates of peoples as 
well as individuals which sow the seeds 
of a perennial friction that generates 
horrible wars. 

iruiy Great Statesman. 
The Pope is truly one of the great 

statesmen of our times. His consti- 
tuency is not merely the Catholics of 
the world but all persons who have be- 
gun to see that disregard of the lessons 
and teachings of Jesus have brought 
mankind to the brink of chaos. 

The Pope doesn't need to think of 
third terms or fqurth terms or parlia- 
mentary majorities or the curve of 
personal popularity or the prides of 
position which cause our spokesmen of 
the public interest to be afraid to take 
criticism, afraid to admit mistakes, 
afraid to do aught but give lip service 
to the basic principles of Christianity. 

So of all the men who speak to big 
audiences nowadays, the Pope’s words 
carry a message of truth and sincerity. 
The words of Prime Ministers and Pres- 
idents are unfortunately construed as 
the words of political expediency. 

Thus the present war is being pro- 
longed because the Allied statesmen 
have not dared to define their slogan— 
“unconditional surrender”—or to make 
clear that this does not mean enslave- 
ment of peoples, but merely surrender 
of the armies of the enemy. 

Gives Definition. 
The Pope with courageous stateman- 

ship contributes a definition in the fol- 
lowing passage: 

“* * * But only on one condition: 
Namely, that the peace settlement which 
should be strengthened and made more 
stable by mutual guarantees and, where 
necessary, economic sanctions and even 
armed intervention, should not give 
definite countenance to any injustice, 
does not imply any derogation of any 
right to the detriment of any nation 
(whether it be on the side of the 
victors, the vanquished, or the neu- 
trals', and does not impose any per- 
petual burden, which can only be al- 
lowed for a time as reparation for war 

damage. 
•Liiai, any people, w wnose govern- 

! ment—or even partially to themselves— 
the responsibility for war is attributed, 

I should have for a time to undergo the 
rigors of security measures until the 
bonds of mutual trust, violently broken, 
should be gradually welded together 
again, is quite understandable from a 
human point of view, and in practice will 
in all probability be inevitable. 

“Nevertheless even these peoples must 
have a well-founded hope—commensu- 
rate to their effective collaboration in 
the work of reconstruction—of being 
able together with the other states, with 
equal consideration and with the same 
rights, to be associated with the great 
community of nations. 

Road to New Goals. 
“To deny them that hope would be 

the reverse of far-seeing wisdom, it 
would be to assume the grave respon- 
sibility of barring the way to a general 
liberation from all the disastrous con- 
sequences, material, moral and political, 
of the gigantic cataclysm which has 
shaken the poor human family to its 
very foundations but which, at the same 

time, has shown it the road to new 

goals. • * * 

“No one certainly thinks of disarming 
justice in its relation to those w’ho have 
exploited the war situation in order 
to commit real and proved crimes 
against the common law, and for whom 
supposed military necessity could at 
most have ofTered a pretext, but never 
a justification. 

“But if justice presume to judge and 
punish not merely individuals but even 
whole communities together, who could 
not see in such procedure a violation of 
the norms which guide every human 
trial?’’ 

Certainly the calm and objective 
words of the Pope are challenging to 
our statesmen. For, if the meaning of 
Christmas is not to be lost along with 
the other moral values that have al- 
ready been swept away, as much time 
and thought as is now’ given to the 
building of weapons of destruction must 
sooner or later be given to the building 
of instruments of human reconciliation. 
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Christmas Interlude 
Strange Christmas eve that was. Bill 

Case and I 
Crouched in our listening post, well 

camouflaged. 
Alert for snipers, rifles cocked to fire: 
Talked about Christmas fifteen years 

ago 
When we, two urchins in starched cottas, 

led 
The vested choir of old St. Michaels 

Church, 
Singing shrill treble as we paced the 

aisle. 
(The guns were hushed, the ivorld lay 

very still.) 
Bill sighed. "It’s time for midnight 

mass at home— 
The church is all ablaze with candle- 

light. 
Let's build ourselves a creche.” 

We searched for twigs 
And fashioned a crude manger; pebbles 

made 
The Virgin and her Child; a larger stone 
For Joseph, and three more to represent 
The Magi. (Childish thought for fight- 

ing men.) 
"And there’s our star!” I pointed over- 

head, 
"Now, all we need is singing." 

Bill laughed. “Well, 
That’s easy. How’s about a hymn?” 

And so, 
Recalling a few Latin words, we 

hummed: 
**Adeste, fideles, laeti, triumphantes, 
Venite, venite in Bethlehem’- 

That’s all we could remember, but the 
hymn 

Bought its brief sense of Christmas to 
our hearts. 

And then, as if in irony—(good will 
And peace ?)—the guns began againl 
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