
Weather Forecast 
Some cloudiness this atternoon; fair 

tonight; cloudy tomorrow morning. 
Temperatures today—High, 59, at 1:30 
p m.; low, 54. at 5:20 a.m. Yesterday— 
High, 75, at 5:20 pm.; low, 47, at 7:10 
a.m. 
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YANKS NOW ONLY 90 MILES FROM BERLIN 
Brunswick Entered, Essen Falls; 
1st Army 120 Miles From Reds 

New Gains Scored 
Against Collapsed 
Nazi Resistance 

BULLETIN. 
NEW YORK t/P).—1The Amer- 

ican broadcasting station in 

Europe said today that Erfurt 
(166,661) had been encircled 
and Coburg (25,000) had been 

captured by the 3d Army. 

(Map on Page ,4-4.) 

By the Associated Press. 

PARIS. April 11.—The Ameri- 
can 9th Army today advanced to 
a point 90 miles from Berlin, 
and crashed into the aircraft 
center of Brunswick on the high 
road to the German capital. 

Advances ranged up to nearly 
30 miles. 

An unconfirmed report reaching 
supreme Allied headquarters said 
Brunswick, a city of 201,306, had 
fallen. 

The swift-moving 1st Army sped 
across the Thuringia n Plain south 
of the Harz Mountains to an un- 

specified point 120 miles from the 
Russian lines in a supreme effort to 

cut Germany in two and bar access 

to the Alpine redoubts from the 

north. 
Far to the rear, other 9th Army 

units captured Essen in the Ruhr 

pocket. 
Essen, a blackened ruin in which 

659,174 persons lived before Hitler- 
loosed his armies, is the home of 
the sprawling Kaupp munitions and 
iron works. It is the birthplace of 
Reichmarshal Hermann Goering 
and was the sixth largest city in 

Germany. 
30th Division in Brunswick. 

The 30th (Old Hickory) Division 

fought into Southern Brunswick. 
The 2d Armored (Hell on Wheels) 
Division crossed the Oker River in 
force south of Brunswick and the 
5th Armored Division crossed in 

strength to the north. The Oker 
flows through the city. 

Maj. Gen. Leland S. Hobbs, 30th 
Division commander, issued an ulti- 
matum for surrender of Brunswick 
and attacked when the German 
commander asked for 24 hours in 
which to remove troops. 

Town of Saltzgitter Taken. 
Five miles south of Bruswick, the 

2d Armored Division encountered 
heavy opposition in the Hermann 

Goering Steel Works, but captured 
the town of Saltzgitter where the 

plant is located. 
Inside Brunswick, the 9th Army 

was 46 miies from the Elbe River, 
last barrier before Berlin. The 9th 
Army at Brunswick was 156 miles 
from Russian lines on the Oder 
River northeast of the capital. 

"The 9th Army should reach the 
Elbe River shortly," Associated Press 

102 German Flyers 
Reported Executed 
To Block Revolt 
By the Associated Press. 

TWELFTH ARMY GROUP 
HEADQUARTERS. April 11.— 
Reliable information reaching 
this headquarters today said 
102 members of the German 
Air Force were executed by the 
Germans on March 31 in an 

effort to stop an officers’ revolt. 
Among those executed, it 

was said, was a general named 
Baber. 

Correspondent Robert Eunson re- 

ported from that front. The Elbe 
flows within 50 miles of Berlin. 

Air-borne troops captured Essen. 
The 79th (Cross of Lorraine) Di- 
vision had fought into its debris- 
piled streets two days ago. Essen 
was built atop one of the earth's 
largest coal deposits. American ar- 

tillery shells started dropping in the 
city March 10 after the 9th- Army 
reached the Rhine. 

The Krupp and other foundries 
worked day and night unless dis- 
rupted by the bombers which have 
attacked the city for nearly five 
years. The Krupp works, birth- 
place of German war material since 
the days of Bismarck, had been re- 
built seven times in this war, and 
they employed 100,000 skilled work- 
men. Machine shops, steel found- 
ries, boiler works, textile mills, brew- 
eries and lighter industries dotted 
the city. 

In the north, the British 2d Army 
broadened and strengthened a 20- 
mile front of armor south of be- 
sieged Bremen in preparation for 
the final blow to that great port 
and submarine center. 

Roll Up Steady Gains. 
Other British troops rolled up 

steady gains along the western end 
of a wide front in Northern Ger- 
many, beating down the last 50 
miles toward Hamburg and the last 
30 miles toward Helgoland Bight. 
The Canadians were within 10 miles 
of the North Sea. 

Canadian troops fought across 
the Issel River in Holland in the 
area of captured Deventer (40,300) 
toward Appledorn (71,158) in an at- 
tack that may soon bring the great 
Dutch ports of Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam under Canadian guns. 

The nearest approach to Russian 
lines was made in a 40-mile ad- 
vance by the 1st Army’s 3d Armored 
Division to a position 19 miles south- 
east of Nordhausen, supply base 115 

Four additional men from 
the District area have been re- 
potted killed in this war See 
"On the Honor Roll" Page A-2. 

•See WESTERN FRONT, Page A-4) 
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Vienna Completely Encircled, 
Nazis Hold Only Tenth of City 

Reds Invade Moravia, Only 35 Miles 
From Bruenn; Breslau Being Stormed 

By ihf Associated Pre-s. 

LONDON, April 11— Russian 
forces completed the encircle- 
ment of Vienna, and with tommy 

i guns and grenades compressed 
j the doomed Nazi garrison into 

j the eastern one-tenth of the 
tottering Austrian captal, front 
dispatches to the Moscow press 
announced today. 

These accounts also said the right 
wing of Marshal Rodion Malinov- 
sky's 2d Ukrainian Army had'in- 
vaded the Central Czechoslovak 
province of Moravia at points less 
than 35 miles from the great city 
of Bruenn iBrno>. 

Farther north, the Germans said 
other Soviet forces, in an all-out as- 
sault to reduce the Oder River 
fortress of Breslau, had stormed 
into Richthofen Square in that 
Silesian city. 

Inside Vienna, the rag tag Nazi 
force, including scnoolboys, pilots 
and sailors fighting as infantry, had 
been pushed back on an island 
against the Danube by Russian 
storm units sweeping forward in 
hand-to-hand fighting. Complete 
elimination of this enemy holdout 

, group appeared likely in a matter 
of hours. 

Red Army storm units now were 

operating in the 3-mile long, half- 
mile wide crescent of land between 
the Danube River and the Danube 
Canal—an area which includes the 
old Jewish quarter of Lcopoldstadt 
and the Brigittenau and Prater 
commercial districts. Everything 
west and south of the canal had 
been mopped up by the Russians. 

There was no indication that the 
Germans yet had blown the lour 
bridges over the Danube, one of 
which probably already is in Rus- 
sian hands, a Moscow dispatch said. 
The Germans still could fight their 
way eastward across the Danube 
on the two main bridges—Reichs- 
bruecke and Florisdorf—but once on 

the other side the Nazis would face 
the gun muzzles of Marshal Malin- 
ovsky's men, w’ho already bad closed; 
in on the only escape road to 
Bruenn. 

Soviet front dispatches reported 
that German artillerymen surround- 
ed in the famed Vienna Woods fired 
shells into the city's ancient Ring, j 

<See RUSSlATPage A-377 ; 

Reich Battered Again 
After 4-Day Attacks 
Cost Nazis 798 Planes 

Airfields, Rail Yards 
And Oil and Ammunition 

Depots Are Hammered 
BULLETIN. 

LONDON </P>. — Reconnais- 
sance shows that the German 
pocket battleship Admiral 
Scheer was sunk in the RAF 
attack on the Kiel naval base 
the night of April 9, the Brit- 
ish Air Ministry announced 
today. 

By the Associated Pre-s. 

LONDON, April 11.—Approxi- 
mately 2.150 American heavy 
bombers and fighters in a mas- 
sive sweep across Southern Ger- 
many today attacked a string of 
Nazi airfields, railroad yards and 
oil and ammunition depots in 
the Nuernberg-Regensburg-Mu- 
nich area in a continuation of 
the biggest airfield-wrecking 

I campaign in history. 
Fighters were high and low seek- 

ing German planes—almost 800 of 
1 which have been destroyed the last 
four days. 

Among the targets of the bomb- 
ers were large airfields at Ingol- 
stadt north of Munich and Ober- 
traubling near Regensburg, the 
Kraiburg explosives plant near 

Muhldorf, oiLstorage depots at Frei- 
ham and Regensburg, the Landshut 
ordnance depot and freight yards 
northeast of Munich and at Neu- 
market. Ingolstadt, Donauworth and 
Amburg. 

i During the last four days a 

itotal of 63 German airdromes have 
| been battered and 798 Nazi planes 
ihave been destroyed in the air or 

on the ground. Germany's once- 

feared Luftwaffe appeared well on 

the road to obliteration. 
403 Planes Destroyed. 

Hopelessly outnumbered for months 
by the Allies and now virtually 
grounded for lack of oil, the enemy 
air force was given its worst blow 
of the war yesterday, when Ameri- 
can flyers destroyed 403 of its planes 
and damaged countless others. 

Setting up several new records, 
l the Americans yesterday knocked 
out 336 German aircraft on the 
ground and shot down 61 in attacks 
on 26 or more enemy fields. The 
cost to the United States 8th and 
9th Air Forces was 25 heavy bomb- 
ers and 15 fighters. 

The air assault raged on late yes- 
terday and last night with undimin- 
ished fury. British heavy bombers 
attacked railway yards at Leipzig 
and at Plauen, some 90 miles to 
the south. Mosquito bombers again 
hit Berlin. 

RAF Loses 12 Bombers. 
British losses were 12 bombers 

and 2 fighters. 
Thirty-five of the German planes 

downed in yesterday's aerial com- 
bat were jet fighters—the largest 
bag for a single day. Bombers 
dumped 3,600 ions of explosives on 
seven jet plane bases guarding the 
Berlin area. 

Fighter pilots accounted for the 
bulk of the enemy toll; bomber gun- 
ners knocked down 17. 

Bulletin 
AFL Creates New Council 
Of U. S. Workers' Unions 

The American Federation of 
Labor today created a new 
council of Government em- 

ployes to co-ordinate activi- 
ties of a score of unions of 
Federal workers within the 
Federation. The council’s im- 
mediate objective will be to 
seek increased pay and im- 
proved overtime benefits for 
all Government workers. 

Yanks Gain Foothold 
For Second Time on 

Key Okinawa Ridge 
Position on South End 
Of Island Stanchly 
Defended by Japs 

Ey thr Associated Press. 

GUAM. April 11. — American 
i infantrymen today gained a- 
foothold for the second time in 
three days on a ridge near 
Kakazu on Southern Okinawa,! 
where the Japanese are making 
their stanchest defense of the 

i island. 
1 Artillery fire on both side slack- j 
ened as the weather cleared. A 

heavy rainstorm which had swept; 
the aiea had not kept the Yanks 
from seizing Tsugen Islet at the en- 

trance to Nakagusuku Bay. 
Twenty-fourth Corps Doughboys- 

,who landed at Tsugen against only- 
light opposition yesterday killed off 

! the entire garrison of 150 troops. 
Preinvasion naval shelling knocked 
out most of the enemy's artillery, 
mortars and machine guns. 

Tsugen, about 10 miles off Oki- 
nawa's east coast, gives the Ameri- 
cans control of Nakagusuku Bay, 
one-time Japanese fleet anchorage j 

! The excellent harbor now can be 
used advantageously for unloading 

i.supplies and equipment designed to 

| develop Okinawa into an air base 
! only 325 miles south of the Japanese 
I home islands. Marine fighters al- 
ready are based there for air de- 
1 fense. 

Doughboys Advance. 
J Americans fighting in rain and 
mud on Okinawa gained up to 2.500 

j yards in the north, but were vir- 
tually stalemated in the rugged 
southern sector for the sixth 
straight day amid the fiercest artil- 
lery duel of the Pacific war. 

Several Japanese counterattacks, 
supported by artillery and mortar 
barrages, were thrown r>ack on the 
south. The counterblows were cost- 
ing heavy casualties end materially 
increased the Japanese toll of dead 
since the official co int of 5,009, plus 
222 prisoners of war taken up to 

Sunday midnight. 
Tne Japanese struck with great 

quantities of artillery and large- 
caliber mortars in a counterattack. 

Maj. Gen. John R. Hodge, 24th 
Corps commander, said the Jap- 
anese artillery was stronger and 
more accurate than any offered yet 
in the Pacific. He said his troops 
actually were only through the 
outer shell of defenses, which ex- 

tend for almost 4 miles to the out- 
skirts of Naha, the capital city. 

This bitter fighting in the south 
along a 4,:i-mile line was increas- 

(See OKINAWA, Page A-3.) 

Connally Urges 
Free Hand for 
Council Member 

l Wants U. S. Delegate 
To Vote Without 

Consulting Congress 
Senator Connally, Democrat, 

of Texas declared today that the 
United States representative on 
the proposed United Nations 
Council should have authority to 
vote “without reference to Con- 
gress.” 

“It is absolutely essential that our 

representative have power to act in 
all cases of emergency," said Sen- 

ator Connally, chairman of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Committee 
and a delegate to the San Francisco 

meeting. 
“We have learned that aggressor 

powers can and do act promptly, 
and unless the council is able to act 
promptly, there would be little use 
in acting at all." 

Addresses Kotarv Luncheon. 

Speaking at a luncheon of the In- 
ternational Rotary Club, Senator 
Connally declared: 

"Upon the question of empowering 
the United States' representative on 

the executive council to vote with- 
out reference to Congress there can- 

not, in my opinion, be any alterna- 
tive." 

When Hitler moved back into the 
Rhineland, contrary to the pro- 
visions of the treaty Germany her- 
self had signed," he added, "quick 
action by England and France might 
have postponed this war," 

Discussing the world organization 
to be proposed at the San Francisco 
Conference opening April 25, Sena- 
tor Connally said: 

"Of one thing I am most certain. 
That is that the United States 
must be a member of any interna- 
tional instrumentality to preserve 
the peace of the world. Without 
our membership, it must fail." 

Must Remain United. 

Asserting Great Britain. Russia 
and China also must be members, 
he said: 

"The United Nations have fought 
the war together. They must estab- 
lish the peace and peace machinery 
together." 

Meanwhile, the American dele- 
gation was reported leaning toward 
approval of a compromise version 
of a proposal that the projected 
world security organization be given 
specific authority to review wartime 
political decisions. 

The proposal has been made by 
Senator Vandenberg, Republican, of 
Michigan, a member of the dele- 
gation, who suggested that the or- 

ganization’s security council be em- 

powered to "recommend appropri- 
ate measures of adjustment,” in- 
cluding the "revision of treaties and 
of prior international decisions” in 
any dispute threatening war. 

Up to Full Conference. 
There were indications that a 

majority of the American dele- 
gates may favor a diluted version 
of the Vandenberg proposal, but it 
was emphasized decisions of this 
nature will be held open for possible 
revision after the San Francisco 
Conference opens April 25. 

Meeting Again Today. 
The bipartisan delegation today 

continued a series of meetings 
aimed at developing a unified opin- 
ion on the Dumbarton Oaks pro- 
posals and suggestions for changes 
in them. It appeared likely that 
firm decisions on many points may 
be postponed until the views of 
other countries are canvassed at 
San Francisco, 

Secret Airfield Captured 
BRUNSWICK, Germany, April 11 

(£>).—The United States 2d Armored 
Division captured a secret airfield 
south of here today and found 61 
German planes abandoned for lack 
of gasoline. The partially destroyed 
aircraft consisted of 57 Messer- 
schmitt-109s and four Junk«rs-llls. 

8th Army Captures 
3 Towns in Drive 
Across Senio River 

Nazi Defenses Breached 
On Wide Front; 5th 
12 Miles From La Spezia 

By the Associated Pre^a. 

ROME, April 11.—British 8th 
Army troops, paced by flame- 
throwing tanks, have captured 
Lugo, Fusignano and Cotignola 
in the opening phase of their of- 
fensive across the Senio River on 
the eastern flank of the Italian 
front. Allied headquarters an- 
nounced today. 

Fall of these towns represented 
advances on a front of at least 7 
miles in the Eastern Po Valley, 
astride the highway running from 
Ravenna to Bologna. Lugo lies a 

mile west of the Senio on the high- 
way. Bologna is some 30 airline 
miles ahead. 

"Our troops have breached enemy 
defenses on the River Senio on a 

broad front," an Allied communique 
said. 

5th Army Clears Massa. 

In Western Italy, American troops 
of the 5th Army cleared the enemy 
from the road hub of Massa and 

pushed on in the direction of La 

Spezia, major Italian naval base 
a dozen miles away. 

The 5th Army was advancng on 

a front 5'i miles wide against stiff 
resistance. 

Massa was captured by the 442d 

Infantry Regiment, composed of 

Japanese-American troops, and the 
473d Regiment of the 92d Infantry 
Division, a Negro unit. Part of the 
473d pushed across the Frigido 
River. 

Units of the 442d cleared the vil- 
lage of Pariano. 2 miles northeast 
of Massa. and advanced toward the 
marble-quarrying center of Carrara. 

Heavy Air Bombardment. 
In the early hours of the new at- 

tack in the east. 8th Army Infantry, 
morning up behind a heavy air bom- 
bardment, captured more than 1,200 
Germans. Veteran New Zealanders 
took a prominent role in the assault. 

The 8th Army also was on the 
1 move south of Highway 9. the major 
communication thoroughfare up the 
Po Valley from Rimini, on the coast, 
through Forli, Faenza, and Imola 
to Bologna. A bridgehead was se- 

cured across the Upper Senio near 

Cufflano, 4 miles from the high- 
way southwest of Faenza. 

In the major attack in the north 
the initial crq*sings were made be- 
tween Fusignano and San Severo. 
South of that sector extensive mine- 
fields and tough resistance slowed 
the attack, but a bridgehead was 

formed and during Monday night 
the crossings were linked up and 

(See ITALY, Page A-3 ) 

Hungarian Claims 5 Million Jews Were Gassed 
And Cremated by Nazis at 'Murder Factory' 

(The Associated Press, in a 

note to editors accompanying the 
following dispatch, stated -that 
the 5,000,000 figure was spelled 
out and repeated, indicating be- 
yond doubt that it was the figure 
given the correspondent. How- 
ever, estimates given the World 
Almanac by the American Jew- 
ish Committee in 1939 showed 
there were only 8)939,608 Jews in 
Europe and 15,688,259 in the 
world at that time.) 

By THOBURN WIANT, 
Associated Press War Correspondent. 

NEAR ERFURT, Germany, April 
11.—Dr. Bela Fabian, president of 
the dissolved Hungarian Inde- 

pendent Democratic party, said in 
an interview today that 5,000,000 
Jews had been gassed and cremated 
at a murder factory at Auschwitz, 
in Upper Silesia. 

Dr. Fabina said he was taken to 
Auschwitz 10 months ago with 
500,000 other Hungarian Jews and 
that 400,000 were gassed and ere- 

mated in the first two months and 
that only 1,000 remained alive. 

With Lt. Theodore Gutman of 
Los Angeles and Sergt. Siegmund 
Fuld, New York City, acting as 

translators, Dr. Fabian told a story 
so horrible as to be almost un- 

believable. 
Dr. Fabian said he could speak 

English, but that he was so un- 

nerved by the ordeal of his deten- 
tion that he preferred to give the 
interview in German. He said the 
5,000,000 murdered at Auschwitz in- 
cluded Jews from Belgium, Holland, 
France, Poland Russia, Hungary 
and Greece. 

Dr. Fabian said he spent four 
months at Auschwitz and then was 

moved last October 26 to Oranien- 
burg near Berlin because the Ger- 
mans feared the Russians would 
overrun the murder plant. 

After two weeks at Oranienburg, 
Dr. Fabian was shifted to Ohrdruf, 
south of Gotha, where he remained 
until he was liberated by the 
Americans. 

Three others liberated from the 

concentration camp were Heinz 
Meyer. 22, a Hungarian violinist; 
Desider Kohlmann, 34 year old 
Bratislavan, and Sam Ezratty, 28- 
year-old Greek medical student. 

They said it was a miracle that 
Dr. Fabian survived. 

All Jews over 50 were automatical- 
ly gassed and cremated, but the 
Germans believed Dr. Fabian when 
he insisted he was only 46. 

Dr. Fabian, who asked that his 
friend, Representative Bloom, Dem- 
ocrat, of New York be notified of 
his safety, explained that his party 
of approximately 60,000 members 
was dissolved by the Hungarian 
government at the insistence of 
the Germans three years ago. 

An author as well as a politician 
—he wrote “Six Horses and 40 Men” 
and “1,000 Men Without a Woman” 
—Dr. Fabian said the Auschwitz 
butchery was run by an officer who, 
with a dramatic flourish of a hand, 
would order entire groups or parts 
of groups gassed or cremated with- 
out questioning or examining any 
of them. 

Half of D. C. Stores Sell Food 
Above Ceilings, Senators Told 

Washingtonians Don t 

Question Prices, 
Official Says 

J. Thomas Kennedy, District 
superintendent of weights and 
measures, estimated before the 
Senate Food Investigating Com- 
mittee today that about 50 per 
cent of the retail stores in Wash- 
ington exceed OPA retail ceiling 
prices on food and that 10 per 
cent make short-weight sales. 

"How do they do it?" asked Sen- 
ator Lucas. Democrat, of Illinois, 
referring to alleged sales above 
ceilings. 

Mr. Kennedy replied that Wash- 
ingtonians "will pay what they're 
asked without question." He added 
that in some stores the ceiling 
prices are posted in places where 
they are not easy to read without 
leaning over a counter and that 
unless the customer knows the unit 
price of each article purchased he 
cannot tell whether he is overpaying. 

Taking the stand as the com- 
mittee continued its investigation 
of black market conditions nation- 
ally, Mr. Kennedy explained that 
his information has been obtained 
in connection with enforcement of 

J. THOMAS KENNEDY. • 

the weights and measures law here. 
“We find in our buying that we 

must pay over the ceiling to get our 

materials, particularly poultry and 
meats,” the District superintendent 
testified. 

Declaring that small retailers are 

‘See OPA. Page A-b.» 

Eden Hints Settlement 
On Poland in Time 
For Security Parley 

London Regime Reports 
Ex-Premier 'Missing' 
On Moscow Mission 

By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, April 11. — Foreign 
Secretary Anthony Eden gave a 

veiled indication today that the 
Allies might untangle Russian- 
Polish differences in time for Po- 
land to be represented in the San 
Francisco Security Conference. 
He announced that Prime Min- 
ister Churchill would discuss the 
situaion in Commons, probably 
on Thursday of next week, and 
also might take up the war sit- 
uation in general. 

Mr. Eden said Mr. Churchill’s re- 
marks would deal specifically with 
work in Moscow of a Big Three 
commission concerning a new Polish 
provisional government, and would 
speak also on “certain other aspects 
of Russo-Polish relations." 

Former Premier Unreported. 
Meanwhile, the Polish exiled gov- 

ernment said Wincenty Witos, 70- 
year-old former Premier, left his 
home in Krakow Province with 
Soviet agents for an unannounced 
destination 12 days ago and had not 
been reported since. 

The announcement raised specula- 
tion that Soviet Russia might be 
planning to sponsor independently 
a new Polish coalition government 
at Warsaw. 

The Polish government said Witos, 
three times Premier and leader of 
the Peasant party, went away with 
four Soviet agents, three dressed In 
civilian clothes and one in uniform, 
on March 31, and “since that time 
there has been no news at all about 
his whereabouts.” 

Still Missing. 
A reliable authority said the Brit- 

ish government lacked Information 
on the whereabouts of 15 prominent 
Polish political leaders who their 
exiled government in London re- 

ported were missing. 
The exiled government said they 

disappeared after leaving their 
homeland on the invitation of Mos- 
cow to visit London and discuss 
prospective formation of the "na- 
tional unity” provisional govern- 
ment provided for in the Crimea 
Conference. 

A statement acknowledging the 
possibility that the 15 might be in 
Moscow discussing this subject came 
from the government in exile Tues- 
day night, with the observation that 
If this was true it violated “the 
spirit and letter” of the Yalta dec- 
laration. 

Of the Romanian situation. Mr. 
(See POLAND, Page A-3.) 

Coal Contract Boosts 
Wages $1.20 a Day; 
Final Draft Due Today 

Agreement Reached as 

U. S. Takes Over 235 
Mines in 7 States 

By JAMES Y. NEWTON. 
John L. Lewis has won a work 

agreement from soft-coal opera- 
tors that will give his United 
Mine Workers about $1.20 a day 
more pay. Meanwhile, the Gov- 
ernment took over 235 strike- 
bound mines in seven States. 

Details of the contract, agreed to 
last night, several hours after Fed- 
eral seizure of the mines, were be- 
ing worked over today with the 
promise that the final draft would 
be completed before nightfall. A 
review committee went over the 
document this morning. It will be 
presented to an open “town hall' 
meeting of miners and operators 
later. 

WLB Approval Required. 
i The contract, however, would not 
! become effective until it has been 
passed on by the War Labor Board 

(and Economic Stabilization Direc- 
j tor William H. Davis. Some offi- 

jcials questioned whether the agree- 
| ment could be approved under pres- 
ent stabilization policy, 

Operators estimated the wage in- 
! creases would raise the production 
; coast of coal nearly 25 cents a ton 
The producers said they would be 
unable to pay the 'ligher wages un- 
less a compensating increase in coal 
prices is given them. It was ex- 

pected that the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration will be asked to raise 
coal prices to consumers 25 to 30 
cents a ton, adding about $150,000,- 
000 to the Nation's fuel bill. 

President Roosevelt ordered Sec- 
retary of Interior Ickes to take over 
the 235 struck mines after the pro- 
duction of coal was reduced yester- 
day from 85 to 80 per cent of normal 
by new work stoppages. The strikes 
were concentrated in mines that 
supply fuel for vital steel mills. 
Production officials estimated 100,000 
tons of steel production a week were 
being lost as a result of the strikes. 

Shortly before the seizure order 
was issued, it appeared that optimis- 
tic promises of agreement from the 
wage conference at the Shoreham 
Hotel once more would prove pre- 
mature. The seizure, however, prod- 
ded the negotiators to agreement. 

Vacation Pay Increased. 
An operator said Mr. Lewis gave 

up the demand that had snagged 
the conference for two days- -a pro- 
posal to bring all supervisory work- 
ers into the UMW except the super- 
intendent and one foreman at each 
mine. 

The wage agreement Increases the 
(See COAL, Page A-3.) 

OPA Bungles 
Enforcement 
Wheeler Says 

Charges It Called Off 
Black Market Trap; 
Rebuke Considered 

By the Associated Press. 

Senator Wheeler, Democrat, of 
Montana leveled a new barrage 
of criticism against the OPA to- 
day at Senate Food Investigat- 
ing Committee hearings. 

Shaking his finger at Thomas I. 
Emerson, deputy OPA administrator 
in charge of enforcement. Senator 
Wheeler declared OPA enforcement 
officers had been called off when a 

trap was set two years ago for a 

gang of black market meat op- 
erators. 

Describing Mr. Emerson as an 

"inexperienced boy," the Montanan 
! said: 

j “If they don't get somebody else 
| down there in charge of enforce- 
iment, they might as well close up 
the OPA." 

Emerson Leaving OPA. 
Mr. Emerson had informed the 

committee earlier that he was leav- 
ing OPA. He said he was "in the 
process of changing" to the Office 
of Economic Stabilization where he 
would be general counsel. 

Senator Wheeler put into the rec- 
ord a telegram from Harrv T. 
Brundidge, a writer for Cosmopol- 
itan Magazine, which related this 
story: 

In the spring of .943 Mr. Brun- 
didge undertook to expose black 

;market operations in meat. He posed 
as a buyer for New I'ork night 

| clubs and got m touch with an 

independent packer at Kansas City, 
jwho said he had connections with 
jblack market dealers in Omaha, 
Denver and Chicago. 

Jerome K. Walsh, OPA repre- 
| sentative at Kansas City, and 
jMaurice M. Milligan, United States 
I attorney for the Western District 
'of Missouri, worked with Mr. 
Brundidge. OPA agents Eccom- 

| panied the writer in his negotia- 
| tions with the olack marketers. 

Purchase Agreement Made. 
At a meeting in New York, an 

agreement was made for purchase 
!of from 800,000 to 1.000.000 pounds 
jof meat a week. Mr. Brundidge was 

j to go to Kansas City to make the 
first payment and it was planned to 

Ispring the trap at that time. 
Mr. Brundidge went to the Black- 

stone Hotel, Chicago, where he was 
to meet two OPA men who were to 
go to Kansas City with him. 

Mr. Emerson called off the two 
jOPA men, however, the telegram 
'said, and the whole plan fell 
through, with Mr. Brundidge. as 
Senator Wheeler put it, "left high 
and dry in the Blackstone." 

Mr. Emerson asknowledged that 
the account given by Mr. Brundidge 
was substantially correct, but con- 

tended OPA had all the evidence it 
'needed against the gang in question 
without working with Mr. Brun- 
didge. 

Questioned by Senator Wheeler as 

(to what wras done wfith the gang, 
Mr. Emerson said the leader was 

sentenced to a year and a day in 
jail and fined $10,000. while the oth- 

! ers got fines and suspended sen- 
tences. 

Indicted in Baltimore. 
“It might interest you to know,” 

Senator Wheeler said, "that the 
black marketers who were indicted 
today in Baltimore or who will be 
indicted tomorrow in a $2,000,000 
black market operation are the 
same characters with whom Mr. 
Brundidge did business two years 
ago and could have been nailed 
then—and permanently—instead of 
letting them loose and wild for two 
full years.” 

Mr. Emerson clashed also wtih 
Senator Bushfield. Republican, of 
South Dakota after telling of OPA's 
collecting various sums from alleged 
violators of price regulations. 

“Most of them were obtained by 
bluffing the victim, weren't they?" 
Senator Bushfield asked. 

“No, Senator, most of them have 
been criminal prosecutions," Mr. 
Emerson replied. 

Speaks of “Snoopers.” 
Senator Bushfield spoke of 

“snoopers” telling businessmen they 
must pay some sum or be “dragged 
into Federal court." He said he 
knew of one case where four OPA 
agents in four separate cars, “all 
burning Government gasoline, 
wrangled with a poor little grocer 
for three hours." 

“Finally, he told them to go to 
hell and they left town,” Senator 
Bushfield concluded. 

When Mr. Emerson said most 
such reports were not true. Senator 
Bushfield flared up and said he was 
there and knew what he was talking 
about. 

After Senator Wheeler had gone 
into the Brundidge incident, Mr. 
Emerson said he had reported the 
whole matter to Prentiss Brown, at 
that time OPA director, and “Mr. 
Brown approved by decision.” 

Sentiment apparently was mount- 
ing in the committee for a formal 

(See FOOD, Page A-5.) 

Overseas Edition 
Strictly Limited 

Additional paper is not avail- 
able to increase the present 
edition of 65,000 copies of the 
overseas edition of The Star. 
It is probable that the supply 
at The Star office will be ex- 

hausted this evening. Copies 
will still be available at Victory 
Bond booth in Lansburgh’s 
Department Store. 
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