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Mr. Hoover's Statement 
There would seem to be more 

than an accidental connection be- 
tween the Communist attacks on 
the famine relief program which 
have just been reported by Herbert 
Hoover and some of the attacks 
which were made on him when his 
appointment as honorary chairman 
of the Famine Emergency Commit- 
tee was announced last March. 

Mr. Hoover told a press conference 
in Rio de Janeiro that in most of the 
thirty-seven countries he has visit- 
ed, indeed, wherever there is a Com- 
munist press, that press without ex- 

ception has sought to discredit the 
famine relief work. The party line 
has been varied to fit the circum- 
stances in the various countries. In 
Brazil, for instance, the Communists 
tell the Brazilian people that Mr. 
Hoover is “an ambassador from Wall 
Street come to take bread from 
them.” The overall pattern is clear 
enough, however. Despite the fact 
that millions of Communists have 
been fed through the famine relief 
program, that program is being as- 
sailed by Communists everywhere, 
presumably in a willingness to let 
even their own adherents starve if 
by so doing they can discredit the 
relief work that is being done by 
the western powers. 

This serves to revive interest in 
some of the comment in this country 
when Mr. Hoover's appointment was 
made public. The National Citizens’ 
Political Action Committee, an arm 
of the CIO, said that “there is every 
reason to believe * * • that Herbert 
Hoover will use the selective giving 
of food as a weapon against demo- 
cratic forces in Europe.” And Don- 
ald Henderson, head of one of the 
big CIO unions, declared that the 
appointment of Mr. Hoover “cannot 
Inspire anything but mistrust, not 
only among our own people, but also 
among the peoples abroad.” 

What is the connection between 
statements such as these and the 
shabby campaign which the Com- 
munists have been carrying on? If 
there is none, the country is entitled 
to explanation fijom the NCPAC 
and' Mr. Henderson as to how it 
happens that their propaganda con- 
forms so precisely to the propa- 
ganda of the Communists. 

Spanish Omelet 
“Scrambled” Is the best word to 

express the present status of the 
contentious Spanish issue before the 
United Nations. Indeed, the scram- 
bling process began at the very start 
when Dr. Lange, the Polish delegate 
on the Security Council, made his 
original charge that Franco Spain 
represents a threat to world peace 
and that the Council should imme- 
diately call upon all members of 
U. N. to sever diplomatic relations 
with the Franco regime. 

In this Dr. Lange, of course, had 
the emphatic backing of Soviet Rus- 
sia. The other members of the 
Council, however, demurred, and a 
subcommittee was set up to investi- 
gate. That body brought in a report 
that Franco Spain was not an im- 
mediate threat to world peace but 
that it might contingently become 
so. Hence the recommendation 
that, if the Franco regime were still 
in power by September 1, the Council 
recommend to the General Assembly 
that it adopt a resolution calling 
upon all members of U. N. to sever 
diplomatic relations. 

This preliminary report encoun- 
tered opposition from several quar- 
ters. Mr. Gromyko demanded instant 
action by the Council, while other 
delegates criticized the report as 
uncalled for by the facts or as con- 

flicting with Charter clauses con- 

cerning interference in the internal 
affairs of nations. Thereupon the 
subcommittee resumed its sessions 
and has now come back with 
another report, modifying its rec- 
ommendation to give the General 
Assembly the chance to take “alter- 
natively such other action” as" it 
“deems appropriate and effective 
under the circumstances prevailing 
at that time.” When this report was 
announced, Mr. Gromyko balked 
violently, accusing the subcommittee 
of cowardice and saying that his 
government would not approve any 
action taken on the basis of that 
recommendation. Incidentally, while 
the other members concurred with 
the report, pro forma, they all re- 
served freedom of action if and 
when the matter came up in the 
autumn. 

This loqks very much like an im- 
passe. And the technical aspects of 
the case are increasingly compli- 
cated by factual developments in 
world affairs. First of these is the 
growing tension between Soviet Rus- 
sia and the western powers, which 
tends to make Franco Spain an im- 
portant factor in a ruthless game ofs 
power politics. The other is Mos- 
cow’s deal with Peron, thereby re- 

vealing the cynical realism which 
appears to animate Soviet foreign 
policy. In the face of that and other 

* 

actions of Moscow, Mr. Gromyko’s 
insistence upon lofty principles 
sounds hollow to many ears. 

De Gaulle Reappears 
The reappearance of Charles de 

Gaulle upon the French political 
scene injects a somewhat enigmatic 
factor into an already complex and 
critical political situation. That he 
is back in the political arena can 

scarcely by doubted from the tenor 
of the speech he made at Bayeux, 
the Norman city which was the 
scene of his return to French soil 
shortly after the Allied landing on 
the continent two years ago. But 
apparently he is not technically 
affiliated with any party, albeit 
his political program corresponds 
closely in its main outlines with that 
of the MRP (Popular Republican 
Movement) and is opposed to the 
parliamentary plan of the Commu- 
nists. 

Five months have elapsed since 
his sudden resignation from the 
provisional presidency and his strict 
retirement to private life. Since 
then much has happened. The first 
elections to the Constituent Assem- 
bly gave the Communists the largest 
block of seats, but their attempt to 
write a constitution favoring a one- 
party dictatorship was repudiated 
by the voters in a referendum, and 
the second elections to a Constituent 
Assembly, thereby made necessary, 
put the MRP in the parliamentary 
lead. The antagonism between those 
two antithetical parties has resulted 
in a grave parliamentary crisis. The 
MRP desires to name the Premier to 
the forthcoming cabinet, as the 
largest party in the Assembly. But 
the Communists veto this proposi- 
tion, while the Socialists, who stand 
between the main rivals, refuse to go 
on with the present arrangement 
whereby one of their number holds 
the premiership. Hence, temporary 
deadlock, occurring most inoppor- 
tunely when the Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference is convening in Paris. 

It is at this crucial moment that 
De Gaulle injects himself into the 
struggle. He backs the MRP in its 
desire for a constitution providing 
for a two-chamber legislature and a 
President with executive powers 
akin to those of our own President, 
together with an independent Judi- 
ciary. He likewise warns of the 
danger of dictatorship, which he 
terms “a gigantic gamble, destined 
to finish in misery and blood,” thus 
hitting at the Communist plan. Yet 
he likewise emphasizes the need of 
a “strong” foreign policy and appar- 
ently sticks by his former Insistence 
upon French control over the Rhine- 
land and the Ruhr. Here, curiously 
enough, he agrees with the Commu- 
nists, though the latter’s attitude 
seems to be motivated by hostility to 
Britain and the United States. On 
the same day as De Gaulle’s speech 
at Bayeux, the Communist leader 
Thorez uttered an attack upon the 
western powers, accusing them of 
seeing ^ dominate France and ex- 
tolling Soviet fcussia' as the “true 
friend. 

What, orubalante, %U1 be the-ef* 
feet of De Gaulle upon this confused 
political situation is hard to say. At 
this moment it looks as though it 
would sharpen the antagonism be- 
tween the Communists and MRP, with De Gaulle tending to side with 
the latter, though not necessarily 
merging himself with them. 

Human psychology, when we stop to think about it calmly, is little 
more than an eternal contest be- 
tween man’s love of change and 
dread of change. 

A corrective for poison ivy has 
been discovered. But nobody as yet has found the answer to the ques- 
tion: What shall we do about radio 
comedians? 

Negro College Fund 
To some persons, education is a 

luxury of a sort which they can 
take or leave without much thought. 
But to the generality of Americans 
of African descent the privilege of 
adequate schooling is an imperative 
necessity. Booker T. Washington 
was one of the great Negro leaders 
to recognize that fact. When his 
portrait in bronze was unveiled in 
the Hall of Fame at New York Uni- 
versity a few days ago, the partici- 
pants in the ceremony very properly 
stressed his profound belief in the 
cultivation of the powers of the 
human mind as a means for the 
solution of the major problems of 
the age. 

It is true, as Dr. Washington real- 
ized, that many of the difficulties 
which create dissension between 
groups of different origins are cul- 
tural divergences. These variations 
disappear when people are influ- 
enced by identic philosophies, similar 
customs, like habits of behavior. 
But the basic element in such cor- 
rection is that of providing a com- 
mon background of training. In- 
dividuals do not learn to think in 
any pattern automatically. They 
must be taught. And that is the 
reason why the United Negro College 
Fund should be supported gener- 
ously by the whole public. It 
represents the co-operative appeal 
of thirty-three accredited institu- 
tions of learning with a total student 
body of twenty-five thousand. Negro 
war veterans of approximately the 
same number are applicants for ad- 
mission to classrooms. Obviously, 
the need for more space, more in- 
structors, more money to meet op- 
erating budget demands is compel- 
ling. The alternative would be 
not simply disappointment and 
frustration for multitudes of colored 
boys and girls, men and women 

qualified for further education but 
an economic as well as a social 
loss to the entire Nation. 

Providing adequate facilities for 
the education of Negro youth is not 
exclusively a matter of concern to 
Negroes. It is, rather, an obligation 
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and a privilege in which all Amer- 
icans should share. The fruits of 
the investment will be limited to no 

single race. On the contrary, they 
are certain to be universal In appli- 
cation. Only $1,300,000 Is sought by 
the fund this year. The Washington 
quota of $45,000 should be oversub- 
scribed promptly and enthusiastic- 
ally. Headquarters of the local 
committee are at 726 Jackson place 
N.W. Corcoran Thom, Jr., is treasurer. 

No Hiding Place 
People are living in a fool’s para- 

dise—what a paradise!—if they are 

comforting themselves with the 
thought that they will be able to 
And a nice place underground 
should the atomic age get out of 
hand and nations start flinging 
rocket-propelled catastrophe at each 
other. 

Until the other day, to be sure, the 
Idea seemed to make sense, and one 
could warm his chilled spine by say- 
ing to himself that in the hour of 
crisis he and his good wife and their 
spritely brood would flee the surface 
of the earth for chambers deep 
below it. One could even imagine 
how these chambers could perhaps 
be made quite homey — complete 
with running water, air condition- 
ing, electric lights and frilled white 
curtains on make-believe windows. 
One could feel. too. that at length, 
with the explosions ended upstairs, 
he could put on heavy lead boots, 
climb to the sunlit silence and walk 
through the vast radioactlvated 
emptiness in the hope of finding a 
few other human beings to help him 
start civilization all over again. 

Alas, though, this vision appar- , 

ently is made of stuff as fleeting as 
» split atom. For the Army, in its 
usual matter-of-fact way, has just 
come forth with a statement pooh- 
poohing the feasibility of subterra- 
nean hiding places. At the Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, it says, tests indi- 
cate that shelters or caverns 200 feet 
deep would at best offer only doubt- 
ful protection, and a Colonel Simon 
calmly declares that next month’s 
Bikini experiment will help to deter- 
mine at what height an A-bomb 
should be exploded “to crush solid 
rock to a depth of 150 to 200 feet.” 

In other words, in the event of an 
atomic test of arms, there will be 
no security for us even in caves 
unless we dig them fifty or sixty 
stories down. To paraphrase the 
Bard, froih this nettle—from this 
danger of another war—we elthir 
pluck this flower—this safety of a 
lasting peace—or we will be inviting 
the bugs to take over. 

It is a good thing for the future 
safety of the Nation that our source 
of plutonium for atomic bombs de- 
pends on our supply of radium in- 
stead of bread or butter. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

r — MILITARY ROAD. 
Dear Sir: 
“Perhaps you can help me with a bit 

of advice. 
“Whit T’ want to lcnow is if there is 

any way to keep the birds off my clothes 
line. 

"I like the birds, and feed them at all 
times, but they are not very grateful because they repay me by perching on the clothes line. 

"There is not a wash day I do not 
have to take in several garments and 
wash them over again. 

“This may seem funny, to some, but to the busy housewife it is no Joke. 
“Al}y suggestions you may have along this line will be appreciated. 

“Very truly yours, M. D. S.” 
* * a * 

Truly this is a problem seldom 
touched on in writing about our feath- 
ered friends. 

We would hesitate to apply the word 
“ingrate” to the songsters, yet at times 
they seem that way. 

Recently this column carried a letter 
relative to the woes of the owner of a 
nice roof on which the birds had in- 
sisted on placing bits of suet. These 
melted, and left spots on the roof. We 
took it that the owner was rather touchy about his roof. Probably it was new, and he paid more attention to it than 
usual. 

Now comes one who puts out a spot- less wash, and soon finds that some'of it has to be done over again 1 
Our “feathered friends” are again 

responsible. 
Whether one feeds or not, birds will 

be birds. They love to fly around, and ask nothing better to alight on than a 
clothes line. 

You might think, off hand, that white 
clothes, waving and flapping in the 
breeze, would frighten them away, but 
no such thing—there is scarcely a mo- 
ment when one or more is not perched 
there. 

The most amusing thing we ever saw 
along this line—no pun intended—was 
a couple of turtle doves teetering back 
and forth on a deserted clothes line 

First one flew in. These birds are 
heavy bodied. They are not as light 
as a sparrow. 

The first turtle dove see-sawed back 
and forth, not able to balance himself 
exactly, but grimly holding on to the 
line. 

A second dove flew down, and settled about a foot from the first. 
He, too, began to jiggle, and soon 

both were swaying back and forth, de- 
termined to keep a grip on the rope. But evidently the momentum set up by the two birds was too much, for both 
shortly flew away with the whistling of wings which is characteristic of 
them. 

Sometimes birds do appear rather 
ungrateful for the food put out for them so generously by so many t>er- 
sons. ^ 

It may be that they feel they are 
stealing the food, and therefore owe 
no thanks to any one. This idea was 
suggested by a reader several years and it seems to have some merit 

As to a remedy: 
Eternal vigilance is supposed to be the price of freedom, and it well may be that vigilance is the only solution to the problem posed above. 
Inspection every now and then will not only show how many birds are on the clothes line, but it will permit im- 

mediate rewashing, so that in the end no damage is done. 
This might not seem a very helpful suggestion, but every one wants birds 

around and where they are welcomed 
they will act as birds do. It is the same 
with (togs, with cats, with all types of 
living things. Where they are made to 
feel at home, they often take advan- 
tage of the situation, as it were, and 
nothing much can be done about it, at 
least will not be by those persons who 
like them. 

* 

Letters to The Star 
Quotes Dr. Trytten on Scarcity 

of Students of Science 
To th* Editor of Th« Star: 

A few interesting additional facts have 
come to hand which lend further point 
to the statement by the Chairman of 
the House Military Affairs Committee 
that “it is wrong to draft boys into the 
Army.' I have received a reprint from 
the Congressional Record, which quotes 
a speech on March 5 of this year by 
the director of the Office of Scientific 
Personnel of the National Research 
Council, Dr. M. H. Trytten. 

Dr. Trytten said, in part: "The serv- 
ices are very much alive to the need 
for sound scientific programs. Uni- 
versities and colleges are displaying un- 

precedented interest in their science de- 
partments. .. With regard to scientific 
manpower, the story is different. There 
is and will be for some time, a shortage 
of such personnel. Throughout the war 
we began cutting down on training in 
some fields as early as 1940. From then 
on progressively the flow of trained 
manpower in the sciences was reduced. 
The resulting deficit is large and will 
be costly. 

“The general attitude is that the 
present great flood of veteran students 
now on the campuses and about to re- 
turn to them will quickly 1111 up the 
ranks of trainees in the sciences. There 
are, however, some very obvious limita- 
tions here. In the sciences the number 
of students who can register for ad- 
vanced work is limited to those who 
have finished the preparatory work. 
At present in the science graduate 
schools and in the sophomore, junior, 
and senior classes in the sciences, the 
enrollments must be limited to those 
who left college for the services with 
unfinished courses, and in view of se- 
lective service history which began the 
pinch on enrollments at the freshman 
class and progressively rose through the 
years, there are not as large a number 
of returnees as is generally supposed. ... 

“In a sampling of 57 universities, for 
example, the graduate enrollment in 
chemistry in the first semester (1945- 
46 1) was about 50 per cent of the aver- 
age for the immediate prewar years. 
Even with an additional 7 per cent 
increase due to veteran enrollfnent, only 
57 per cent of the prewar average is 
indicated in the second semester. 
In the fields such as physics, mathe- 
matics and geology, the graduate 
schools are similarly not crowded with 
GIs. ... In the undergraduate classes 
where no deferments are now granted 
in general the enrollments are very 
low. ... 

“A sampling of enrollments of seniors 
in about 60 institutions at the end of 
the first semester gives, in percentages 
of normal prewar enrollments, the fol- 
lowing figures: 

Non- 
Seniors Veterans veterans Total 

Physics 9 28 >7 
Geology 10 20 so 
Mathematics 11 18 29 

Juniors 
Physics 12 26 48 
Geology 25 21 46 
Mathematics 13 18 31 

“The results quoted indicate quite 
definitely that there is not yet any suf- 
ficient flow of science students in the 
colleges to even approach the prewar 
numbers. And the existence of prewar 
deficits should call for even much in- 
creased numbers.’’ 

Dr. Trytten’s figures quoted above are 
cold facts with which a few die-hard 
teen-age theorists in the Senate will 
have to cope. 

RICHARD L. FELDMAN. 

Favors Name ‘Hoover Dam' 
To the Btiitor of The Stir: 

The current resurgence of the move- 
ment to designate the great Colorado 
River installation as Hoover Dam 
raises a most heartening prospect In 
the life of the American people. This 
is much more than good news. It is 
a sign of repentance of which we stand 
in great need. 

Let us look into this business. The 
movement to rename the dam is the 
inevitable result of wounded senti- 
ments. Those wounds have not healed. 

I The miasma of a sinister influence was 
in the air when those wounds were in- 
flicted. The people were in a great 
hurry to be hamstrung, to squeeze their 
necks into the halters of subversive 
leadership. They were cocky and vain- 
glorious as they passed the great buck, 
heaped their sins upon the head of 
President Hoover and, turning the 
blackest page in American history, 
voted him out of office. 

The American people, already given 
to slopping things over, then went al- 
most all out for opportunism* skul- 
duggery and vote-getting politics, and 
so became willing underwriters of the 
great betrayal. Twenty-three million 
Roosevelt haters can’t be wrong. The 
verdict of history is plain: A generation 
characterized by arrogance and flip- 
pancy, sure to be castigated in the 
forums of history as being of doubtful 
prescience: strangely irresponsible as to 
suffrage and public policy. And to this 
day certain publications expect us to 
listen to the barkings of the jackals 
who went far out of their way in order 
to sabotage the movement—which was 
a perfect natural—to designate the 
great Colorado installation as Hoover 
Dam. 

So that we find it most heartening 
that we are beginning to realize the 
errors of our ways during the long, 
stultifying years from 1933 to 1945. 

By all means, let It be known from 
this time forward as Hoover Dam. It 
is a debt we owe. Let's pay it. We 
will rest much easier, even though it 
is long overdue. It will be an entry of 
no mean significance on the side of the 
ledger where the inevitable footing up 
will be the sum of our worthiness. 

HUGH BARCLAY RICH. 

Politicians, Not Judges? 
To the Sditor of The Star: 

Unmentioned so far is the most sig- 
nificant fact illustrated by the disaffec- 
tion existing among the members of our 
Supreme Court—namely the grave dis- 
service done the American Nation by 
the appointment to its highest tribunal 
of men lacking in true judicial training 
and experience. 

Had we men on the Supreme Court 
trained in the interpretation and ad- 
ministration of the law and in uphold- 
ing its dignity, the present situation 
would not exist. But our Supreme Court 
as now constituted is composed not of 
judges but of politicians. 

VIRGINIA WALKER. 

Artistic, Too! 
From th« Brldceport Poet. 

The head of a New York model studio 
says a. woman’s character is revealed 
by her legs. Well, well! What lovely 
characters some women have] 

This Changing World 
By Constantin* Brown 

The American, British and French 
Foreign Ministers gathered at Paris are 
fully aware that the future of the world 
depends on the success or failure of the 
conference. If they can persuade the 
Soviet government to act with reason 
and in a spirit of co-operation, the world 
will be assured of a lengthy era of peace 
in which all countries will have a chance 
to recover. But if Foreign Minister 
Molotov, on orders from the Kremlin, 
remains adamant, no one knows what 
will happen in the near future. 

The plan of the western democracies 
to proceed with the signing of peace 
treaties in September when all the in- 
terested nations will be summoned to a 

regular peace conference in New York 
is spectacular, but not likely to bring 
actual peace, if Russia and the nations 
under her control refused to attend such 
a conference. 

Secretary of State Byrnes and, in all 
likelihood, Foreign Secretary Bevin, will 
do their utmost to prevent a break in 
Paris. They will go a long way to recon- 
cile the western and eastern points of 
view and will make any reasonable con- 
cession to Russia to achieve a unity 
among the Big Four. 

But they are in no mood to have 
peace dictated by the great powers. The 
dictates of the three strongest military 
nations were acceptable and even neces- 
sary while the fighting was going on. 
But they smack of dictatorship in the 
formulation of peace agreements. 

x x x x 

The Russian attitude Is the great 
question mark. Mr. Molotov continues 
to smile enigmatically. Whenever he 
appears to make even a slight conces- 
sion, he expects the Allies to return it 
tenfold. Although conditions in Russia 
are reported to be bad as regards post- 
war recovery, the Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister holds in his hand a trump card 
which he considers unbeatable: The 
powerful Red Army, which remains con- 
centrated throughout Eastern Europe. 

The Red forces in Germany have 
been reduced in number, but strength- 
ened in quality. The old, tired out and 
undisciplined veterans who fought from 
Stalingrad to Berlin have been rede- 
ployed and replaced by the cream of the 
Red Army—a homogeneous force inten- 
sively trained during the last two years 
under the strictest wartime regulations. 
According to available Information. 

then are now 650,000 such men in the 
ana of Oleivits in Southern Prussia and 
Rostock, a port on the Baltic Sea. 

The Soviet aviation is said to number 
18,000 planes, of which 11,000 are ready 
for action. Of this number 3,000 up-to- 
date machines are in the Soviet-occupied 
rone in Germany. 

In Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania 
the Russian high command also has sac- 
rificed numbers for quality. In Hungary, 
where the Red Army at one time kept 
about 900,000 men, there‘are barely 300,- 
000. But they also represent a homog- 
eneous, well-disciplined and excellently 
equipped group. Similar conditions exist 
in Bulgaria. Only in Romania does the 
Russian high command still maintain 
second line troops consisting principally 
of tired out veterans. 

The Yugoslav Army on the whole Is 
still green and accustomed to guerrilla 
warfare. But much progress is reported 
to have been achieved in modem train- 
ing. The best Of the Russian general staff 
officers are with Marshal Tito's forces, 
which are being put through the paces 
to make that army—estimated at be- 
tween 250,000 and 400,000 men—a com- 
petent auxiliary of the Red units. 

* * * * 

The Polish Army is estimated to be 
about the same size as the one in Yugo- 
slavia. The same methods of training 
exist there. Its value, however, is ques- 
tionable since the great majority of the 
Polish soldiers are still intensely nation- 
alistic and are considered unreliable as 

first line troops by the Russian high com- 

mand. 

Foreign Minister Molotov regards this 
military force, far superior to the com- 

bined British-American and French 
forces in Europe, as his best trump card 
in his dealings with the western powers. 

Neither Mr. Byrnes nor Mr. Bevin 
thinks that the U. S. S. R. would wish to 
go so far as to employ her powerful 
military machine to enforce Russia’s 
political and territorial ambitions. They 
believe that Moscow is well aware of the 
final consequences of such an “unthink- 
able" action. Nevertheless, the Foreign 
Ministers of the United States and Great 
Britain are constantly reminded that 
Russian and satellite troops could march 
in and take over within a few days what- 
ever is refused them at the peace table. 

The Political Mill 
By Gould Lincoln 

The labor forces, with the backing of 
the Truman administration, have ef- 
fectually postponed any permanent re- 
medial labor legislation until after the 
November elections, and probably until 
next year. The President’s veto of the 
Case bill was made to stick by the nar- 
rowest kind of margin in the House. It 
was, however, a victory for the CIO and 
the APT. 

The coming congressional elections, 
however, provide a real test for the 
boasted power of the CIO and its PAC. 
This organization has called for the 
elimination of all members of Congress 
who voted for the Case bill. Consider- 
ing the fact that the Case bill passed 
the House by more than a two-thirds 
vote, and the Senate just short of a two- 
thirds vote, the task which the CIO set 
itself is impossible. 

Indeed, the unpopularity which or- 
ganized labor drew to Itself because of 
the railroad strike, plus the unrest in 
the country because peacetime produc- 
tion has been held up and delayed for 
months by other major labor strikes, 
are likely to give members of Congress 
who desire remedial labor legislation an 

advantage at the polls next November. 
* * * * 

The presidential veto was a political 
sellout to the CIO. One thing organ- 
ized labor has resisted and continues to 
resist is any change in the present situ- 
ation which puts unions virtually be- 
yond the law in many respects. Mr. 
Truman laid the groundwork for a veto 
of the Case bill in his address to Con- 
gress demanding temporary legislation 
at the time of the railroad strike. In 
that address he proposed that Congress 
attempt no permanent changes in exist- 
ing labor laws at present; that a Joint 
congressional committee be appointed to 
study the question of labor-management 
relations and what changes, if any, may 
be necessary in the Federal laws. This 
committee is to grport in six months— 
a stall. 

The whole play, of course, was de- 
signed to prevent any permanent legis- 
lation—especially at a time when the 
sentiment in Congress was obviously 
favorable to the amendment of the lop- 
sided labor laws which place leaders of 
organized labor in a position to tie up 
American industry any time they see lit. 

The President's veto message to Con- 
gress was a 4,500-word search for ex- 
cuses not to sign the bill which had 
been overwhelmingly passed by both 

houses of Congress. His plea was that 
the measure had been hastily thrown 
together and hastily considered. To 
Judge from his language, the man in 
the street might believe that the provi- 
sions of the bill had been dropped sud- 
denly from the moon or the stars. In- 
stead, these provisions have been given 
study over a long period. 

But the attitude of the Roosevelt and 
Truman administrations — particularly 
of the former—had made it impossible 
to get such legislation out of the Senate 
Labor or Judiciary Committees. The 
House on several occasions passed bills 
carrying some of this legislation, only 
to have it put to sleep in the Senate by 
committees or committee chairman con- 
trolled by the administration, whose 
motto was "anything and everything for 
the labor vote.” That motto has not 
been changed. 

* * * * 

Until labor laws have been changed 
to make unions more responsible, espe- 
cially to the public interest, there seems 
no possibility of industrial peace. At 
one period industry and management 
ran hog-wild in this country. They re- 
sisted the enactment of laws to curb 
them. Sudh laws were necessary and 
were -fc>ut through. Those laws did not 
put an end to industry or to its great 
advancement in the United States. 
Labor is in the same lawless condition 
as management once was—except that 
the laws are written actually to prevent 
even the use of the courts to check 
abuses. 

There is no reason that proper legal 
limitations, placed upon labor unions 
and their leaders, should prevent the 
growth of unions or halt their effective- 
ness for good. The Case bill, which 
might have become law, contained nec- 
essary provisions. It hit at racketeering 
by unions and their leaders—such as the 
hold-up of farmers who wish to drive 
their produce into New York, it struck 
at the so-called secondary boycotts, and 
it placed responsibility on unions to live 
up to contracts entered into bv collec- 
tive bargaining. It provided better ma- 
chinery for the adjustment of labor 
disputes. All of these were struck down 
by the veto. 

The Democratic administration is 
convinced that there is one more victory 
at the polls in playing the CIO’s game. 
The Republican administration in 1932 
was convinced there was one more vic- 
tory in national prohibition. It was 
wrong. 

Army 'Justice’ 
By George Fielding Eliot 

There ought to be some pretty sharp 
questions asked, both by the plain 
people of this country and their repre- 
sentatives in Congress, about the latest 
development in the trials of Army per- 
sonnel charged with brutality toward 
American military prisoners at Lich- 
field, England. 

The first Lichfield defendant to be 
tried was a sergeant, Judson H. Smith. 
He was convicted of inflicting brutal 
and unauthorized punishments, and he 
was sentenced to the loss of all his pay 
and allowances, to dishonorable dis- 
charge from the United States Army 
and to imprisonment at hard labor for 
three years. His defense was that the 
acts charged against him had been 
ordered, or authorized, by his superior 
officers. 

Now a court-martial has convicted 
the first of Sergt. Smith’s superiors of 
authorizing the punishments, for in- 
flicting which Sergt. Smith was sen- 
tenced to imprisonment and to the life 
stigma of dishonorable discharge. This 
officer, Lt. Granville Cubage, also 
pleaded that the acts complained of 
were ordered, or authorized, by his 
superiors. Lt. Cubage has been sen- 
tenced to be fined $250 (about one 
month’s pay) and to be reprimanded. 

The contrast between the sentences 
inflicted is not a pleasant thing to 
contemplate. If a sergeant is presumed 
to have a degree of understanding of 
military law and Army regulations suf- 
ficient to enable him to distinguish 
between a legal and an illegal order, 
and to assess accurately his personal 
responsibility for carrying out orders 
which are in fact illegal or wrong, what 
is to be said of the degree to which a 
commissioned officer is to be presumed 
so to distinguish between what he may 
properly do at the order of a superior 
and what he may not? 

a a a a 

If the sergeant, for failing so to dis- 
tinguish, is to be punished by impris- 
onment at hard labor and by dishon- 
orable discharge, what is to bAhought 
of a system of military Justice which 
enables his commissioned superior to 
escape with a sentence which amounts 
to no more than a slap on the wrist? 

No doubt the final responsibility for 
conditions at Lichfield properly rests on 
the commanding officer, Col. James A. 
Killan, who is new under charges of 

various sorts but has not yet been tried. 
The outcome of Lt. Cubage’s trial may- 
have some good effect in keeping a 
critical spotlight of public scrutiny 
turned upon the whole Lichfield mess 
until Col. Kilian's case has been dis- 
posed of. 

Nothing much, of course, can now be 
done to correct the particular matter 
of Lt. Cubage’s sentence. The review- 
ing authority cannot recommend any 
increase in a sentence once pronounced, 
nor can Lt. Cubage be tried again for 
the same offense. The only corrective 
action possible is suitable comment by 
the reviewing authority on the sentence, 
to be published^ in the usual manner; 
this will be helpful if it indicates that 
the commanding general of the United 
States forces in Germany does not con- 
cur in the outcome of the trial. 

But it will be difficult by such means 
to remove the exceedingly unfortunate 
impression that will be produced on the 
minds of the American people by the 
fact that an enlisted man gets three 
years’ imprisonment and dishonorable 
discharge for the commission of certain 
offenses which he has been ordered, or 
authorized, to commit by his superior 
officers, and that for so ordering him, 
or authorizing him, one of those superior 
officers has suffered no worse punish- 
ment than a nominal fine and a mild 
reprimand. 

There is, under the circumstances, no 
possible course for the War Department 
to take except to stop trying to soft- 
pedal the Lichfield brutalities, to stop, 
indeed, the “chip-on-shoulder” attitude 
which Secretary of War Patterson, in 
particular, has taken toward all criti- 
cism of Army justice, and to set on foot 
immediately a full-scale investigation of 
the whole wartime conduct of Army 
prisons and detention centers—not only 
at Lichfield but throughout the Army. 

If this is not done the responsibility 
of the Congress seems clear—a con- 
gressional investigation is called for, 
with sweeping terms of reference, to 
get to the bottom of the whole business 
and find out just what went on in 
such places as Lichfield, and .in every 
other Army installation where Ameri- 
can soldiers were confined while await- 
ing trial or after being sentenced to 
terms of imprisonment. 

(Herald Tribune Syndicate.) 

Navy Seen Weakened 
By Merger Proposals 

Truman’s Ideas on Air Forces 
to Cause More Duplication 

By David Lawrence 
While certain parts of President Tru- 

man’s plan for unification of the Army, 
Navy and Air Porces are commendable 
and the new proposals are a vast im- 
provement over the originals of a few 

j months ago, some of the recommenda- 
tions he makes still set the clock back 
considerably. Indeed, if, as is now pro- 
posed, the Navy had turned over to 
Army Air Forces the handling of recon- 

naissance and scouting, and naval planes 
could not have used shore bases during 
the last war, the hostilities against Ja- 
pan would still be going on, assuming, 
of course, that no atomic bomb had 
been dropped. 

The President’s plan has in it the 
following recommendation: "Land-based 
planes for naval reconnaissance, anti- 
submarine warfare and protection of 
shipping can and should be manned by 
Air Force personnel. If the three serv- 
ices are to work as a team there must 
be close co-operation, with intercha* je 
of personnel and special training for 
specific duties.” 

This means that instead of cutting 
down the duplication there will be more 
and more duplication. Thus Army Air 
Force personnel will have to be trained 
by the Navy to take off from or come 
down on the decks of carriers and will 
have to be educated in ship identifica- 
tion and all the other phases of naval 
aviation training. This, of course, will 
have to be under Navy discipline or 
else the Navy will have to take the 
chance that Air Force personnel on 
land will be able to simulate naval 
training. • 

Pacific Cases Cited. 
The truth is that the Army Air Force 

cannot and never has furnished recon- 
naissance for naval vessels except in 
places where they already had good 
bases. In the case of Bougainville and 
and the Solomons and on Okinawa the 
naval aircraft carriers furnished the 
scout planes and even the tactical air 
force for ground operations because the 
land troops had not gotten enough air- 
fields or repaired them for use by land- 
based planes. The decks of naval air- 
craft carriers were the bases used to 
protect the Navy on many an occasion 
in the Pacific when our Marines and 
our Army troops had been landed and 
it is no reflection on the Army Air 
Forces that they were not in a position 
to do the job. It was merely because 
they had no bases near enough to Oki- 
nawa from which to operate. Nor could 
they help out when the Marines and 
the Navy were capturing GuadacanaL 
It would seem that the President has 

made a serious mistake in the language 
above quoted, which, of course, has al- 
ready caused considerable surprise in 

I the Navy. 
Most serious of all mistakes, however, 

is the President’s proposal that land- 
based planes for antisubmarine warfare 
be turned over to the Army. Only those 
persons who are familiar with the anti- 
submarine operations of the w-ar of the 
North Atlantic will understand how dif- 
ficult it is to protect shipping across 
the vast expanse of ocean when two dif- 
ferent kinds of planes are trying to do 
the same Job under divided control and 
with different training. 

The antisubmarine naval pilot must 
know how to communicate with ships 
and must know something about the 
operations of naval craft lest he fire 
on our own ships. Many American sub- 
marine commanders will testify that 
they feared as much the bombs from 
our own planes as they did those from 
the enemy in the Pacific. Unless anti- 
submarine warfare is handled by pilots 
especially trained to work with ships 
there is danger that there will be a 
very big loss of life. 

Question of Confidence. 
Actually It shouldn't make much dif- 

ference whether a naval plane comes 
down on a land base or a carrier deck. 
It should have that right if it is oper- 
ating over water. To say that the Navy 
shall be deprived of land-based planes 
is to say that it shall have fewer bases 
available to it for naval operations. 

There is the question of confidence, 
too. The Navy men have little faith 
in Army-trained flyers who fly over 
w'ater areas. This is because the Army 
Air Forces have, in a relative sense, no 
Interest in naval operations and believe 
that an Army flyer can do anything 
well just so long as it is connected with 
flying. The only way to settle the ques- 
tion is to open the records and tell the 
public what happened in the operations 
of Army flyers over water areas in the 
Pacific and of the difficulties encoun- 
tered because of the differences between 
Army and Navy training in the mission* 
intrusted to each. Each corps is equally 
brave and energetic, but to put all land- 
based aviation together would be as 
absurd as to put all 16-i^ich and 14- 
inch guns, as well as all other guns used 
in the Navy, under the Field Artillery 
Corps of the Army just because all hap- 
pen to fire gunpowder. 

It seems doubtful whether Congress 
will accept this new plan, which will 
weaken the United States Navy in fu- 
ture W'ars. 

(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 

Even a Starlet Would Do 
From the 8t. Loui* Post-Dispatch. 

A new high in angler’s luck is the cast 
of the California fisherman who went 
out in his boat and landed a movie 
actress. 

Natural Distinction 
From the Omaha World-Herald. 

Tell us to which political party ha 
belongs and well tell if he Is a devoted, 
diligent, high-minded, public servant 
or another parasitic raproller. 

Variations on Simple Theme 
The vesper-sparrow sings in tones of 

With constant pitch, but changed in. 
tensity 

Which breaks the twilights deepening 
density 

With but one note—yet uttered every 
way 

From delicate to bold—with every play 
Of rhythm, shift and trill; his clear 

propensity 
Is to enlarge his theme to sheer im. 

mensity 
By varying the one thing he can say. 

With scant material at his command 
His one note now is wistful, now is bland 
With honeyed artifice, now clear and 

loud. 
Oh, little singer, how you may be proud 

*Of gray on gray to song’s hyperbole— 
Making your single tone a symphonyt 
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