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The Great Game of Politics 
Final Action on British Loan 
Seen Facing Hurdle of Elections 

Sometime'this week the final vote on the $3,750,000,000 British 
loan will be taken in the House of Representatives. This is the 
last hurdle and. though there is sound reason to believe it will be 
surmounted, the opposition and the conditions are such as to make 
some nervousness upon the part of its sponsors natural. 

It would be little short of tragic to have this vital nmWt 
debated so thoroughly for so many 
months and so dearly in the nation- 
al interests, fall down at the last 
Jump. 

It would be a 

rst.her appalling 
climax to a ses- 

sion in which 
the House, for 
political reasons 

in an election 
year, has made 
an unusual rec- 

ord for the de- 
feat and pas-; 
sage of meas- 

ures which 
House members 
believed might 
affect the vot- 
ers one way or 

another. Frank R. Rent. 

v>niei wnioiiK tiic&c um.v men- 

tioned rejection of the President's 
reorganization proposal. which 
would have disturbed the se- 

curity of a considerable number of 
intrenched Federal jobholders; the 
passage, by an all but unanimous 
vote, of the so-called furlough pay 
bill, which would cost approxi- 
mately six billions of dollars and 
knock all budget calculations into 
the well-known cocked hat; the re- 

fusal to extend the Selective Service 
Act to include the 18-year-olds; 
emasculation of the OPA Act to a 

point where something like a crisis 
was created. 

Ill «il U1 ll icciC uuu.^r v/* 

omission and commission, politics, 
concededly, has played its part. 
And all of them have marked a 

failure of the Democratic House 
to stand by a Democratic Presi- 
dent. 

If, on top of this list—and it is 
pot a complete one—the British 
loan, negotiated by the State De- 
partment. indorsed by the President, 
passed by the Senate, should be 

rejected, it would be an extraor- 
dinary performance, not easy to 
defend. 

Democrats on Defensive. 
How Democratic members of the 

House who participated in making 
such an anti-Administration record 
could go before the voters of their 
districts seeking reelection as sup- 
porters of the Democratic Admin- 
istration is not easy to reconcile 
with any degree of reason. Yet. 
that is what most of them would 
have to do. It would appear easy 
for their opponents to put. them on 

the defensive in these matters. 

Though the House Banking Com- 
mittee reported the loan favorably 
by a vote of 20 to 5. the most recent 
checkup of Administration leaders 
only indicates a majority of 25 to 30 
in the House as a whole, which is 
too slender for comfort. 

That margin might disappear 
through absenteeism. It might be 
nullified by a fewr members dis- 
affected or alarmed at the last 
moment. The last-minute argu- 
ments being used off the floor 
against the loan are neither eco- 
nomic nor worthy. They have noth- 
ing to do with merit—and little 
with fact. Largely, they consist of! 
appeals to prejudice and demagogic' 
efforts to arouse political appre- j 
hension. 

After so long and able a cam- 

paign as the Administration has 
made, to lose the loan in the: 
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House by a handful of votes just 
before adjournment would humili- 
ate the country, diminish our na- 
tional prestige, give pleasure to our 
enemies, make our Governmental 
system appear absurd and in the 
end operate greatly to our economic 
disadvantage. At this stage it ought 
not to be necessary for those who 

! favor the loan to exert their full 
strength to insure its passage. But 
apparently, it is. 

Answers to 

Questions 
A reader can get the answer to any 

duration of fact by writing The Evening Star Information Bureau. 31fi I street 
N E Washington D C Please In- 
close 3 cents for return postage. 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 
Q. What constitutes a quorum in 

the United States House of Repre- 
sentatives?—L. G. 

A. In the House of Representa- 
I tives a quorum is a majority of the 
membership. When there are no 
vacancies, a quorum is 218, but. since 
there usually are some vacancies, 
the quorum is normally a little 
under that figure. 

Q How long has prepared baby 
food been available?—C. F. T. 

A. Prepared baby food originated 
with Harold Clapp, who began to 
make it in the basement of his home 
in Rochester, N. Y„ in December, 
1920. He was faced with the prob- 
lem of caring for an ailing son whose 
mother was in the hospital. 

Q. What is the greatest altitude 
attained by any aircraft?—D. W. 

A. The standing world air record, 
regardless of type of aircraft used, 
is 72,394.795 feet. It was made by 
Anderson and Stevens of the United 
States on November 11, 1935. 

Q Where may one find the quota- 
tion about conscience having a thou- 
sand tongues?—N. B. G. 

A My conscience hath a thou- 
sand tongues, and every tongue 
brings in a several tale, and every 
tale condemns me for a villain" is 
from Shakespeare's "King Rich- 
ard III." 

Q Are the Pribilof Islands impor- 
tant as a source of fur seal?—B. B. 

A The taking of seal on the is- 
lands has been under Government 
supervision for a good many years 
In *the fiscal year 1944 the take of 
fur seal included 117,164 skins. This 
number is sufficient to manufacture 
15,000 fur seal coats and is valued 
at approximately $5,000,000 after 
processing. 

Q Where will the proposed Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt memorial national 
park be?—S. L. 

A. In the vicinity of the Interna- 
tional Bridge over the St. Lawrence 
River in the Thousand Islands re- 
gion near Alexandria Bay. New York 
Georgia and Constance Islands, on 
the Ontario side, are already part of 
the St. Law:rence Islands National 
Park. Wellesley Island, on the New 
York side, the largest of the Thou- 
sand Islands, is now-being surveyed 
for use of the .southern half of the 
international recreation area, a pro- 
posed memorial to American and 
Canadian war dead. 

Q What wras the average height 
of American soldiers in World War 
II?—M. S Jr. 

A. The Surgeon General s Office is 
now making a study to determine, 
among other things, the average 
height of the soldier in World War 
II. Taking a sample of inductees 
during the months of January' and 
May, 1943. it was revealed that their 
average height was 68.11 inches. 
However, that does not necessarily 
mean that was the average height 
for men in World War II. 

Q. Is there any information avail- 
able on the action of the air corps 
as an infantry unit in Bataan during 
the early part of the war. specifi- 
cally, the 17t-h. 21st and 34th Pursuit 
Squadrons of the 24th Pursuit 
Group?—L. B. M. 

A. According to the War Depart- 
ment. the 3d. 17th. 20th. 21st and 
34th Squadrons of the 24th Pursuit 
Group were evacuated to Bataan in 
the first week of 1942. On January 
10, 1942, field order No. 4. headquar- 
ters, Philippine Depariment. des- 
ignated the above-mentioned group 
as the 2d Infantry Regiment of the 
71st Division, under Gen. Selick, who 
was later relieved by Gen. (B. G.) C. 
A. Pearce. The unit was later incor- 
porated into the Luzon Force March 
11, 1942i under Maj. Gen. Jonathan 
M. Wainwright. The unit received 
a presidential citation under GO 22. 
April 30, 1942, for defense of the 
Philippines. 

I McLemore— 
Praises Paterson 
For Ending Salutes 
By Henry McLemore 

NEW YORK.—If I ever see 

j Robert P. Patterson. Secretary of 
War. I am going to shower him with 
gifts. I am going to give him a 

uouquri oi roses 

big as r garden, 
a 50-pound box 
of the most ex- 

pensive bon 
bons, winners in 

! the fifth at Aq- 
ueduct. the 
sixth at Del 
Mar, the seventh 
at Hawthorne, 
and the eighth 
at Belmont, the 
original ‘'fright 
wig’’ that Conn 
wore against 
Louis, a sterling 
silver tea serv- Henry MrUmorp. 
ivtt, h(hi gooaness Knows wnat not! 

Mr. Patterson deserves all these 
things and more for his virtual ab- 
olition of the hand salute by 
soldiers. Here is good riddance of 
bad rubbish with a vengeance 
Nothing in mv Army career came 
so close to driving me crazy, with 

ithe possible exception of the long 
i hours and low pay, than the hand 
salute. It wasn't so niuch the de- 
livering of the hand salute to of- 
ficers, as it was the confounded 
hours spent in practicing the con- 
founded thing. 

For some reason, the officers who 
trained me at Camp Blanding and 
Camp. Wheeler, and I am sure it 
was true of officers at all the other 
IRTC centers, considered the mas- 
tering of the hand salute an almost 
impossible task for the rookie. They 
worked on the theory that the 
raising of the hand to the forehead, 
with the fingers properly placed, 
etc., and then bringing it down to 
the side, was as difficult as third- 
year calculus or the stuffing and 
mounting of an elephant. 

l.ong Practice Given. 
So, we practiced it. day in and 

day out. week in and week out. Wej 
spent much more time learning the 
hand salute than we did learning 
how tb throw properly a grenade or 
shoot a BAR or how to avoid MPs 
when returning to camp after hours, 
and many other highly necessary 
things. I have yet to see a hand 
salute clear a pillbox or knock a 

sniper out of a tree. 
The first salute I ever threw was 

at Camp Blanding, half an hour 
after my induction, and when I was 
such a raw recruit that I thought 
corporals were just about the might- 
iest men on earth. I was returnmg 
from the PX. sauntering along with 
a cigar in my mouth and a brick 
of vanilla ice cream in my hand. I 
rounded a corner and there, smack 
in front of me, was a bird colonel 
I yanked the cigar out of my mouth 
with my left hand and threw what. 
I thought was a salute with my 
right, which was still holding the 
ice cream. 

The colonel gave me a look which 
would have knocked dowm a run- 
ning deer at 50 yards. I sweated 
I trembled. I shook and quivered 
until my brand-new Army suit, 
which was three sizes too big for 
me, all but fell off my frame. Final- 
ly. the colonel spoke, and his voice 
was the voice of doom. 

< otonet asks Question*. 
"Soldier," he said, "what's your 

name?” 
I told him the best I could. 
“What's your number?’ 
He might just as well have xsked 

me what 6,000,033 was, multiplied 
by 16.000. 

“What kind of ice cream is that?" 
he thundered. 

"Vanilla," I squeaked. 
"Vanilla, eh?’’ he said. "It's a 

good thing it is vanilla. After this, 
be sure you never salute a colonel 
with a brick of chocolate ice cream 
in your hand. You may go.” 

Got Some Revenge. 
The only fun In saluting was sa- 

luting officers when they had their 
arms full of packages, and obviously 
didn't want to return a salute. At 
Camp Wheeler, when we would go 
into Macon on Saturday afternoons 
and Sundays, we would walk the 
streets just to find heavily laden of-1 ficers. Many is the time we have 
walked single file, about 15 paces; 
apart, and saluted a well-laden offi- 
cer until he burned. Boy. was that. 
fun! 

You can see why officers were so 
crazy about some of us enlisted men. 
can’t you? 

You don t suppose the officers have 
a right to gripe a little, too, do you? 

Perish the thought. 
(Distributed b^ McNau-ht. Syndicate. Inc.t 
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Man to Man 
President Showed Poor Judgment 
On Philippine Invitation, Writer Says 

July 4 is always a historic occasion because it is the birth- 
day of this Nation. But this time it will become doubly historic 

[because it will mark the birth of a new nation, the Philippine 
Republic. 

It will be a notable event—this voluntarily giving up of a 
rich and populous territory and the granting to it of complete 
suveieignty. it 13 tne sort 01 action 
which we like to think of as being 
distinctively American. It will be 
a magnificent act, marred by but 
one imng — tne 
absence of the 
President of the 
United States 
from the formal 
ceremony when 
the Philippine 
flag will be 
raised over a 
frep land. 

The^President 
has said he is 
"too busy'’ and 
has delegated as 
his representa- 
tives Paul Mc- 
Nutt, our Am- 
bassador to the Harold L lrkci. 

Philippines, and a brace of Mis- 
sourians—the ubiquitous Robert E. 
Hannegan and W. Stuart Syming- 
ton—with J. Weldon Jones of the 
Bureau of the Budget in addition. 

Made Poor Selections. 
Mr. Hannegan has already shown 

too much of a disposition to mix 
into foreign affairs. Mr. Symington 
has the not too imposing rank of 
Assistant Secretary of War and Mr. 
McNutt as our Ambassador is al- 
ready part of the Philippine scene. 
However, the important thing is not 
so much who is appointed to repre- 
sent the President on this historic 
occasion. The important thing is 
the lack of respect and the poor 
judgment inherent in the decision 
of the President to appoint any one. 

It is a Job that the President 
should have done unless he were 

incapacitated, in which event, and 
in the absence of Secretary Byrnes 
in Paris, he should have adhered 
to his decision to send Secretary of 
the Interior Krug as his representa- 
tive because that department has 
fiad jurisdiction of the Philippines 
for a number of years. Secretary 
Krug would have added both dignity 
and prestige. But if physically fit 
to go, the President and only he— 
not as Harry S. Truman but as the 
President of the United States—was 
the only person who could adequate- 
ly represent the United States at 
such a moment in history as this. 

As a matter of fact President 
Tiuman had already promised the 
people of the Philippines, through 
their then President, Sergio Osmena. 
that he would be present at the 
birth of a new nation which would 
also mark the beginning of a new 
era of freedom and independence 
for the Philippine Islands. Earlier 
President Roosevelt, also in my 
presence, had told President Os- 
mena'* gallant predecessor, Manuel 

Quezon: “I will not only be there, 
I will arrive in one of our most 
modern battleships, accompanied by 
a fleet.” What an impressive and 
dignified gesture that would have 
been in honoring a people who had 
won their freedom! 

But with a recurrent lack of feel- 
ing for history, Mr. Truman has 
decided that he is "too busy.” 

Not Too Busy for Fishing. 
This is the same President who 

was not "too busy" to take a 12-da.v 
trip to the West, Coast last year, 
which was extended by three days, 
and he went fishing. 

Nor was he "too busy" last Sep- 
tember to spend two days relaxing 
in Independence. Mo., where he at- 
tended a stag party given by the 
mayor. 

Or. again, he spent five davs on 
a trip through six States in October, 
during which times he checked in 
at, a country fair, spat in the 
Mississippi River and boyishly rang 
a locomotive bell. 

Some of his other jaunts would 
hardly come under the head of 
"business.” They include numerous1 
week-end cruises on the Potomac, i 
a week's trip with the 8th Fleet off 

the Virginia Capes, another to Pul- 
ton, Mo., to receive a token degree, 
a journey to Easton, Md., to receive 

(a similar degree, and a clam bake 
on Jefferson Island. 

Now it has been reported in the 
press that the President proposes 
this same month of July to take a 

leisurely boat trip to Alaska as the 
guest of Gov. Mon Wallgren of 
Washington. 

We are no longer living in the 
age of horses and buggies. In point 
of time the Philippines are not as 
far away from Washington as New 
York was before the day of the 
locomotive. Such Government pa- 
pers as had to be signed could have 
been flown to the President. There 
are still the telephone and the radio 
by which communications could 
have been maintained. The people 
would have been proud to be repre- 
sented on July 4 by their President 
at a tremendous event in history 
that has never happened before 
and is unlikely ever to happen 
again. 

On numerous occasions Mr. Tru- 
man has stated that he did not 
want to be President. It becomes 
clearer every day that he not only 
did not want, to be President, but 
that he is disinclined to act the 
part of one. 
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