
Army Opens Inquiry 
Into Crash of B-25 
At National Airport 

The War Department opened 
an investigation today into con- j 
ditions surrounding the crashing 
Uid burning of a B-25 Air Ma- 
teriel Command plane during a 

thunderstorm at National Air- 
port last night. 

Eight crewmen and passengers 
escaped serious injury when the 
pilot of the two-engined craft ap- 
parently overshot a short runway at 
the west end of the field. The 
plane darted over Mount Vernon 
Memorial highway and crashed on 
Its back in a ditch near the Potomac 
freight yards. 

Instantly flames leaped from the 
plane as high as 40 feet. As the 
flames spread, fed by exploding 
gasoline tanks and magnesium 
flares, fire departments and rescue 

squads battled to extricate the pas- 
sengers. 

Three Firemen Also Hart. 
Hampered by wster at the bottom 

of the ditch, three firemen were 

injured and hospitalized. None of 
the firemen or plane passengers 
was seriously injured, sn amazing1 
fact in view of the rapidity with 
which the flames engulfed the 
craft. 

The War Department said a third 
of the plane was burned and that 
It was a total loss for anything but1 
salvage. 

An official appraisal of the crash 
was delayed pending a statement 
from the pilot, Maj. James Wil- 
liams, 31, of Dayton, Ohio, who 
suffered cuts and bruises, was said 
to be the most painfully Injured 
He was in Walter Reed Hospital. 

The others, in Bolling Field Hos- 
pital, were identified as follows: 

MaJ. Herman W. Wilkins, Roswell. 
N. Mex., co-pilot, first and second 
degree burns. 

T Sergt. Wililam H. MacMillan. 
Patterson Field, crew chief, first and 
second degree burns. 

Col. W. R. Taube, Patterson Field. 
shock. 

Col. W. C. Cooper, Patterson Field, 
shock. 

Lt. (j. g.) James R. Dauost, Great 
Lakes. 111. 

Capt. Kermit K. Benham, Ros- 
well, N. Mex., shock. 

Lt. Joseph C. Wisb.v, ATC ter- 
minal, Washington, D. C., shock. 

The three firemen, taken to 
Emergency Hospital, and their in- 
juries were: 

Lt. Eugene Heiss, 37, heat exhaus- 
tion. 

Pvt. Victor Wallett, 30, second de- 
gree bums to face and hands. 

Pvt. Walter Rave, 30, possible back 
strain. 

They all are members of the Dis- 
trict's 13th Engine Company, which 
[ought the blaze along with the 
Alexandria Fire Department. 

Storm Held Crash Cause. 
An Accident Investigation Squad 

making a routine inquiry into the 
crash was expected to report that 
poor visibility and gusty winds up 
to 40 miles per hour were responsible. 

Some aviation men acquainted 
with the 4.100-foot east-west run- 

way believed it had been a mistake 
to direct the B-25 to use it under 
the existing weather conditions. 
One pilot said the runway was toe 
short for such craft attempting t' 
land in poor visibility. 

National Airport officials defend- 
ed the use of the runway, however 
since there was a west wind which 
would making landing easier than 
on some of the longer runways 
which also would involve bucking 
cross winds. 

Scene of Earlier Crash. 
It was the same runway off which 

a four-engined Constellation, the 
Star of Rome, skidded last March 
A Civil Aeronautics Board official 
said today the runway "had been 
under study for a long time” but 
that it was unlikely there would be 

any action taken until the airport 
is enlarged. The fact that the run- 
way is bounded on one end by the 
Potomac River and the other by the 
highway makes lengthening im- 
possible. 

Foremost among the heroes were 

two soldiers attached to the airport, 
M Sergt.. W. C. Walker and T Sergt 
Lawrence. Bonesh. Near the con- 

trol tower when they saw the plane 
crash, they rushed to the rescue in 
a jeep. 

They led the frantic chopping on 

the nose of the plane to release the 
three crewmen trapped there. When 
a hole was chopped about 6 feet 

LOST. 
AUTOMOBILE—Lost Saturday. August in 
1037 Chevrolet, 2-door coach. Va license 
No. 142-768. Please call CH 7710. —22 ; 
BILLFOLD, lady's, red; contents of per-: 
sonal value. Reward. RA. 8284. —22 
BLACK COCKER SPANIEL, 0 months' old 
vicinity B C. C. High School last Friday 
oeculiar arrangement curl# on head; be- 
loved net of deceased veteran's 3-year-old 
son dog due 2nd distemper shot 30th of 
Aug. Anv one having Information call 
WI. 8208 Reward. 

_ _—21 I 
BLACK LADY’S BAG, lost at the wharf 
Aug. 17, 12 midnight; contains $3 in vai- 
uable#: reward._WA. 9158._—21 
BRIEF CASE. Friday pm contents of 
value to owner only. N. C MENAKER. 
UN, 2619, Reward._—21 
CIGARETTE CASE, lady s, in Diamond cab 
Friday evening; mother of pearl: aenti- 
mental value. Reward. Call WI. 7303. —22 
COAT, double breasted, light gray, sum- 
mer weight, with name "J. D. Davis" on 
inside pocket; from car Sunday eve be- 
tween wharves and Georgetown, reward 
Call Ml. 8785._—22 j 
COCKER SPANIEL, black.' 4 months old 
vie. of Albemarle st. n.w,. Sunday evening 
EM. 8819, after 8 p m._—22 
COCKER SPANIEL, brown, female; Rock 
Creek Park, near Rolllngwood. Reward 
WI. 4392.—22 
COLLEGE RING,-set with garnet; neme 
engrave on Inside; lost Thursday, Aug. 15. 
vicinity of Keiths or Woodward Sr. Lo- 
throp a. Reward. NO. 6748_—20 
DIAMOND RING, lady's, white gold, man’# 
setting, in platinum; Tuesday night, vicin- 
ity Burlington Hotel and 1400 block Mas# 
ave. n w. Ample reward Executive 3111, 
Ext. 1012: eve., ME. 0211._ » 

EMPLOYE'S PASS AND CASE. Capital 
Trangit Co., M. DAVIS, superintendent. 
Plemae return and collect reward. 912 
Otrard- at. n.e,_—22 _ 

ENGLISH SETTER, white with black spots 
with 2 small brown apots over each eye 
Call MR. GRANT. WI. 6446._—25 
GLASSES, blue ahell frames, Garflnckel s 
«th floor. Reward. Telephone Shepherd 
5061 

GOLD WRIST WATCH, ehal£ bracelet 
Elgin, lost Sun. eve. Dupont circle; re- 
ward Return to janitor, 1820 Mass 
ave n w.___—21_ 
GOLD MULTI-COLORED STONE CLIP, 
5th and E ste. n.w reward. ELLIS 
RE. 4086.__ 
IDENTIFICATION BRACELET, made of 
gold Navy wings: inscribed on back "K. W 
WINSOR, U. S. N. R."; great sentimental 
value; reward OR. 008*V_—21 _ 

IRISH TERRIER PUPPY, lost at Tyson# 
Corner, Va Saturday morning. Reward, 
$5. Call Vienna 84-J-H._—20 
PAIR OF COCKER 8PANIEL8, lost in vicin- 
ity of Beltsvlue; 1 black, 1 buff. 1 year old 
answer to "Sandy" and "Pat", 4 children's 
pets. Tower 6474._—20 
RING, lady's. 1 karat, platinum mounting. 
9 small diamonds, in oval form on each 
side of lge. stone: reward to finder. 
AD 7075___—22 
SPITZ, brown, male, on R. I. ave iJear 
Dupont Circle n.w.; reward. $10; mg No. 
10070. Phone Sparrow Point 171. —21 
WATCH—Lady who called Franklin 0772 
Please call again. Correct number—neigh- 
bor’s phone Arrangements made. MRS 
T ARON STEIN, 3010 Gainesville st. se 
Apt A-437, Naylor Garden#. _• 
WATCH, white gold. "Empire" make name 
"Yolanda M Aronstein" engraved on back. 
Call Franklin 0772. Reward SI* 

FOUND. 
COCKER SPANIEL. CO. 1949 
FOUNTAIN PEN, Sheaffer, in Morris Plan 
Bank. Call LI. 8299 after 8 pm. 
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ARMY PLANE BURNS AFTER CRASH—Firemen fight blaze in 
wrecked B-25 which crashed and burst into flame after over- 

shooting the National Airport during a thunderstorm Iasi 

night. Eight persons, all of whom survived the crash were 
aboard the bomber, which was en route from Dayton, Ohio to 
Washington. 

The tail of the wrecked plane shown beside the railroad track this morning. The National 
Airport runway for which the pilot was headlng can be seen in the background. 

—Star Staff ‘Photo. 
in back of the noses tip. they 
crawled into the cockpit and helped 
the men escape. 

Pilot Last to Escape. 
Last out was the pilot, Mai. Wil-’ 

liams. It was necessary to chop 
away twisted wreckage that had 
pinned his leg. 

The five passengers escaped al- 
most unaided through two side win- 
dows and an escape hatch in the 
floor. 

After the eight had been released 
there was a report a ninth man 
was trapped in the tail of the plane 
Sergts. Walker and Bonesh defied 
the flames, crawled into the tail and 
learned all hands were safe. 

Policeman Aids Rescue. 

Among the first on the scene was 

Motorcycle Policeman John L. Hoff- 
man, 28, of 3808 Fortieth place. Cot- 
tage City, Md. Hearing a radio flash 
of the crash at 8:19 p.m.. he sped to 
the scene from Fifteenth and C 
streets S.W. 

The policeman said he found two 
of the passengers had emerged 
from the flaming plane when he ar- 

rived. He helped pull two others 
from the nose of the B-25. 

Three sailors were credited with 
saving the life of one of the men. 

All stationed at the Naval Air Trans- 
port base at, the airport, they are 

Transport Airman 2/c W. R. Steele 
21, of Benton, Ark.: S. 1 c Robert C. 
Foster, 19. of West Charleston. Vt.. 
and S. 1/c Robert C. Schwartz, 18, 
of Newport, R. I. 

Out in the heavy downpour to 
close the hatch of a plane, they 
heard the B-25 coming in. 

Bounces Over Highway. 
"I heard the pilot gun his engine 

at the end of the runway,” Seaman 
Steele said. "He must have bounced 
over Mount Vernon Highway. I 
said, ‘Come on, gang, it's a crash!' 

They found a man trapped under 
a wing on the port side with the fire 
moving toward him. Seaman Steele 
removed him and the other two 
succeeded in dragging two others 
from the flaming wreckage. 

Hundreds of persons gathered a 
the scene despite the fact all traffi< 
was halted on Mount Vernon Me- 
morial highway from the Four- 
teenth street bridge to expedite res- 
cue work. 

The flames were only a few feet 
away from box cars standing in the 
Potomac yards, but firemen pre- 
vented them from spreading. Fire- 
men were forced to place ladders on 
both sides of the 16-foot ditch. 

One eyewitness was E. A. Hurd 
of 2070 Belmont road N.W., a Patent 
Office emptyye. 

"The plane first appeared over 
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and many other kind* { 
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Hitch-Hiking Snake 
Puts Amateur Pilot 
Into Forced Landing 

By th# AiXLcio*«d Pr#»l 

BURTON. England. Aug. 20.— 
A hitch-hiking snake brought 
down Cecil Packer's plane. 

The snake slithered into the 
amateur pilot's cockpit as he 
cruised at 500 feet. It coiled 
around the rudder bar and 
inched toward the stick. Packer 
made a forced landing. 

the Potomac River headed south 
and west," he said. “From the start 
it looked too high for a landing, 
and when it was over the area of 
the terminal building, it still was 

high. 
"There was a terrific downpour 

at the time. We could barely see1 
the runway. Then the ship over- 

shot the field entirely, crashing 
on the other side of the highway 
leading to Alexandria.'1 

A heavy wind doubtless added i 
to the pilot's difficulties as he j endeavored to bring the ship in. 
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Bela Tuka Is Hanged 
In Bratislava Prison 

By the Associated Press 

PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia, Aug. 20. 
—Bela Tuka, the theology professor 
whom the Germans established a.s 

puppet premier of Slovakia, was 
hanged today in the Bratislava 
prison courtyard for treason. 

He attended his trial In a wheel- 
chair and heard the prosecution ac- 
cuse him of singly plunging Slovakia 
into war against Russia and perse- 
cuting the Jews. 

CASH't°£rl 
Better Self Now While / 
Prices Are Still High. V 

We par the fufl celling price In f 
cash. Get on our preferred new- I 
car delirerr list. V 

LOVING MOTORS ( Your Friondly Packard Dealer" a 

1 822 M St. N.W. I; 
Ju.t Call RE. lS70<^Sm) 

Invalid Wheel 

CHAIRS 
For Sale 

We have a very fine as- 

sortment of invalid wheel 
chairs on display. For 
sale at very reasonable 
prices. Come in and see 

them. 

GIB SON'S 
917 G St. N.W. j 
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Gen. Kirk Cites Big Drop 
In Army Hospital Cases 

By th» Associated Press 
NEW YORK, Aug. 20.—Maj. Gen. 

Norman T. Kirk, Army surgeon 
general, said yesterday last August's 
peak total of 320.000 wounded or 

convalescent soldiers in Army hos- 
pitals had been reduced to 70.000 
and the number of general hospitals 
cut from 65 to 23. 

"Of 13 convalescent hospitals we 
have closed all but one,” said Gen. 
Kirk, principal speaker at the open- 
ing session of the annual conven- 
tion of the Florists’ Telegraph De- 
livery Association. 

! 
JUVENILE I 
• 5HOI STORE™ M 
Washington's Haadquortors far 

*t» eoost s/tots J l fl i 
foot-Buildars' ‘Cozy-Foot* ( »tt\ ^B 

/4tt S<;~ TViMtiu \Soti) ^B Boys and Girls or All Agis V{/ ^B 
MEtropolitan 8167 V 

.. 

First In Sales 

First In Service 
t 
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Served Daily 
and Sunday 

20 DIFFERENT 
Chicken 
Dishes 

S SPECIALS DAILY j 

-! 

There is one near you— 
stocked with all the 
commodities the home and 
housekeeping require. 

• 

Talking about Paint—get a 

coat of Winslow's Metallic 
Roof Paint on the roof before 
it springs a leak—and does 
expensive damage. Count on 

our Metallic Roof Paint to 
do the job. 

• 

What the Garden needs we 

can supply — Seeds, bulbs, 
plants, fertilizer, 
insecticides, tools, etc. 

• 

Those Household Sundries 
would make a list a yard 
long. So whatever you 
require just count on us 

having it. 
• 

You'll like our friendly 
service, the QUALITY 
brands and the LOW prices. 
You save time and money 
when you shop at these 
stores: 

Chevy Chose Point fir Hardware Co. 
5608 Conn. Ave. WO. 1045 

Silver Spring Paint fir Hardware*Co. 
8211 Georgia Ave. SH. 2284 

Bethesda Paint fir Hardware Co. 
7514 Wisconsin Ave. OL. 4161 

Local Paint fir Hardware Co. 
5307 Balto. Ave. WA. 1180 

Takoma Paint fir Hardware Co. 
37 Laurel Ave. SH. 3141 

Becker Paint & Glass Co. 
1239 Wis. Ave. Ml. 0067 

1 

An unidentified man injured I 
in the crash lies on the ground | 
in a- gully near where the j 
plane crashed and burned, j One of the rescuers bends over j 
him. -AP photos' | 
"flooTmachines j RENTED j Sanders, Edtert, W»*ert, Belt Sender*I, 

RA. 4346 1 
Kennedy Floor & Tile Co. I 

709 Kenned^^^^^^J 
—-- 

Buy Direct From the Factory 

VENETIAN 
Y BLINDS 

WOOD AND METAL BONDERIZED 
AND GALVANIZED SLATS 

Quick Deliveries. 
12 to IS Mouths to ray 

Southern Venetian Blind Co. 
2251 9th St. N.W. Phone AD. 5400 

We Are the Only Venetian Blind 
Manufacturer in Washington 

I 

Tonight's "} 
fa Dinner Special ^ 
_ 

R ROAST STUFFED TUR- | ft KEY, BAKED CRANBER- ■ D RIES. GIBUET $2.00 I 
■ Auvturr to Dessert 
m Dinner 5 to 9 ftp 

Luncheon 12 to 2:30 BB 

■ Lafayette fi S . . . ROOM ■ ^^B 16th and Eye Sts. N.W. Hft rwirTAU 1 GUNGE 

_ ADVERTISEMENT.__ 

Gas on Stomach 
Relieved in 5 minute* or 

double jour monej back 
When exceis stomach acid causes painful, nut sett- 

le* gas. sour stomach snd heartburn, doctors n*ui!l? 
prescribe the fastest-acting medicines known foe 
symptoms!tc relief—medicines Ilka those In Bell-anf 
Tablets. No laxativa. Bell ana brings comfort tn a 
Jiffy or double your money back on return of bettif 
to us. 25e at all drugglata. 

FOW 

RESULTS 
IN 

REAL ESTATE 

( 
CONSULT 

-T.m 

WANTED! 
DANCING TEACHERS 

Arthur Murray Dance Studios need young men and 
women with personality and ambition to teach ball- 
room dancing. No experience necessary. Complete 
training course given, starting August 28th. Unusual 
opportunity to advance to positions of supervisors and 
executives. College trained people befwen 25 and 
35 given preference. Do not telephone or write. Per- 
sonal interviews only. 

Apply between 10:00 A .M. and 1:00 P.M. 

ARTHUR MURRAY DANCE STUDIOS 
1101 Connecticut Avenue 

Khannon-&-luchS| 
1505 H Street N.W. Realtors NAtional 2345 

In accord with the nation-wide trend 

Shannon & Luchg is adopting a 

5-Day Business Week 
J 

effective September 1, 1946 

Office Hours Monday thru Friday 
8:30 to 5 P.M. 

CLOSED SATURDAYS 
* » * * 

Shannon & Luchs is closed Saturdays in August 

Make Better Living 
YOUR 

Goal 
Union Trust Company has helped many enjoy 

better living by encouraging savings accounts. 

We are always pleased to see a new savings 
account opened—and like other friends are favor- 

ably impressed with the man or woman who retains 

this account and deposits in it regularly. It helps 
to establish your bank credit. 

You’ll be a long step toward your goal, if you 

open a Savings Account at UNION TRUST TODAY. 

^====iSS& 

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

Member Federal Reserve System 


