
Circus People a Loyal Lot 

Except When They’re Brothers 
By Joy Carmody 

George Florida looks like Bobby Clark except that his spectacles are 
real and the rims are light in color. He is press agent for Blackstone, 
the magician. He diffeis from the run of press agents in that he does 
not try to think of a new story to tell every one he meets. Instead, he 
thinks of an old one which you have never heard before. That he never 
runs out of old stories that are both new and funny sort of sets him 
apart in the business. He attributes this to the fact that he has lived a 

long time and met a lot of people. Mention Katherine Cornell's name 
for instancp. and his reaction will* 
be Did you ever know her father? 

In his droll, soft-spoken wav, 
George will tell vou that he wouiri 
have known a lot of people if he' 
never had left the family hearth 
There were enough Florida* (pro- 
nounaed correctly piofeeda > to make 
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up thp oncp well-known Florida 
Family Circus. Its winter head- 
quarters. since it did not have to 
bother with animal weaklings like 
lions and elephants, were no farther 
south than Bridgeport, Conn., the 
family home. The Florida Family 
Circus was a sort of New England 
institution, playing annuallv a cir- 
cuit which covered the section's six 
States, eastern Canada and Nova 
Scotia, 

* * * * 

George's newest old story has to 
do with how Yankee-like the Italian 
Floridas became in the second gen- 
eration. 

Its hero is his brother. John, the 
oldest Florida.. John is now four 
score and a half years old. He 
runs a furniture store in Bridge-1 
port, where hp is quite a character 

Fifteen years ago. Georgp opened1 
a theater in Bridgeport, a combined 
picture and vaudeville house. After 
getting it started, he thought he 
ought to drop around and tell George 
he was back in Bridgeport, a sort 
of younger brother's duty to the 
oldest member of the family. 

"I'm George,” he said, introducing 
himself. "Your youngest brother,” 
he added when John turned an in- 
credulous gaze upon him. 

"George's dead, so you can't be 
George." John retorted, "George j 
died 15 years ago.” 

George said he could prove he 
was George. 

“Like to know how,’’ said John, 
who liked always to make fools ofj 
snfart alecks from out of town. 

George pointed to the lower right ] 
h'and drawer of his brother's ancient 
desk. That, he said, was full of, 
family pictures. In one of which S 
John was shown with his arms 

around the youngest Florida. 
John opened the drawer, took out, 

the family pictures and laid them 
on the desk. Then he opened 
another drawer in which he had, 
George says, 20 pairs of spectacles. 
After he had run through the 20 
pairs of spectacles to find the ones 

suitable for studying family por- 
traits. he began to finger through 
the pictures. 

The process took a long time, but 
finally it resulted in a picture in 
which John apparently found a rec- 

ognisable remnant in the man who 
insisted he was the youngest of 
the Florida brothers. But he was 
not going to give up that easily. 

“If you’re George,” he said archly. 
you'll remember we tried to make 

an aerialist of you. Remember?” 
“Sure.'’ George told him, “I was 9. 

Brother Frank threw me to you the 
day you tried to put me in the act. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

You missed end I fell into the net. 
I never would try again." 

, "Youts George, all right.” John 
said. "Never were any good.” 

Brother John having admitted 
, the relationship had no occasion 
j to deny it for quite a while. George's 
Bridgeport theater was a success 
and earned the older Florida’s re- 

spect as long as it remained so. 
In the way of theaters, however, 
it eventually ran into terrible times. 
This particular one was not so terri- 
ble that $400 would not have saved 
it from bankruptcy, so George took 
his problem to John. 

"Four hundred dollars is all I 
need," he told the latter. 

I John just, looked at him, the old 
| light, of non-recognition coming 
back into his eyes. 

"You thought you were smart 
when you started that theater and 
came over here to tell me about it,” 
he said. "I didn't think you were 
smart. I still don’t.” 

George did not get John’s $400. 
He did lose the theater. John still 
is running the furniture store in 
Bridgeport. 

George, doing very well as a press 
agent, thinks maybe he will go back! 
there some day. walk into the store! 
;nd tell John he is George. 

He would just like to see what 
would happen. ' 

Marie’s Face Is Recognized 
By Sheilah Graham 

HOLLYWOOD 
Marie MacDonald had her first 

closeup of her face since she has 
forked in pictures in "Life for the 
Loving." The camera is usually 
more interested in Marie from the 
neck downward. ... I had lunch 
with Linda Darnell and she told me 

that she will not divorce Pev Mar- 
le.v until she finishes "Forever 
Amber." "And then,” says Linda, 
I'll get a divorce in California 
-ince I don't want to remarry for a 

long time.” Pev still is hoping that 
Linda will change her mind and 
return to live with him in his home. 

John Leslie, looking like a million 
dollars and minus nine pounds more 
of weight. Is considering a stage 
offer from Jed Harris. Maria 
Montes and Jean Pierre Aumont1 
were delayed on their trip to New 
York and Paris because of additional 
scenes on Maria's picture "Pirates 
of Moneterv.” They Jiope to go 
next week instead. Maria, by the 
way, heard yesterday from her 
family in Santo Domingo and was 

relieved to learn that they all; 
escaped injury in the recent series 
of earthquakes there. 

Kathryn Grayson is planning a 
six-weeks’ concert tour of the United 
States to begin in November. She 
should receive somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $5,000 a concert. 
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HER MAJESTY—Being Vivien 
Leigh as Egypt’s 16-year-old 
Queen Cleopatra in Gabriel 
Pascal's colorful picturization 
of George Bernard Shaiv's 
“Caesar and Cleopatra," at 
the. Palace. 

But Kathryn is more excited over 

the fact that Johnny Johnston will 
be in New York at the same time 
that she hopes to give her concert 
in the big city. I talked with John- 
ny yesterday and he told me that 
his wife is getting an interlocutoW 
degree from him today or tomorrow 
in the Los Angeles courts. But 
after this, she may decide to quicken 
the proceedings with a divorce in 
Las Vegas. Then you can look for 
the wedding of Kathryn and Johnny. 

* * * * 

Frankie Sinatra, all tanned up 
from a yachting week end on the 
set. of "It. Happened in Brooklyn,", 
says, “I'm also burned over reports 
that Alex Stordahl, mv musical 
arranger for seven years, is leaving 
me There is no trouble between; 

* See GRAHAM~Page A-13.) 
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Where and When i 
Current Theater Attractions 

and Time of Showing 
Stage. 

National—‘‘Life With Father”: 
2:30 and 8:30 p.m. 

Screen. 
Capitol—“Clunv Brown": 10:45 

a.m., 1:35, 4:20. 7:10 and 9:55 p.m. 
Stage shows: 12:50. 3:40. 6:25 and 
9:15 p.m. 

Columbia—“Easv to Wed": 11 a.m., 
1:05, 3:10, 5:20, 7:25 and 9:35 p.m 

Earle—“Night and Day": 10 a.m., 
12:15, 2:35. 4:50, 7:10 and 9:35 p.m. 

Hippodrome — “Vacation From 
Marriage": 2:20, 4:10, 6:00, 7:50 and 
9:45 p.m. 

Keith's—“Canvon Passage 11:40 
a.m., 1:40, 3 40, 5:40, 7:40 and 9:40 
p.m. 

Little—“Portrait of Maria": 11:00 
a.m., 12:40, 2:25, 4:15, 6:10, 8:00 and 
9:55. 

Metropolitan—“Jungle Princess": 
11:40 a.m., 1:40, 3:45, 5:45, 7:50 and 
9:50 p.m. 

Palace—“Caesar and Cleopatra": 
11:10 a.m., 1:45, 4:20, 7 and 9:35 p.m. 

Pix—“The Playboy": 3:30, 6:10 
and 8:55 p.m. 

Trans-Lux—News and ahorfs. 
Continuous from 10:15 a.m. 
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Always the Count 
Veteran Character Actor Frank 

Hagnev. who is featured in Frank 
Capra's "It's a Wonderful Life." cRn 

lay claim to a unique Hollywood 
record. 

Hagnev holds the dubious distinc- 
tion of being the "most, defeated 
yorld heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion—having lost the title no fewer 
than 29 times in his 23 years in 
pictures! 

Hagney, however, was not always 
a make-believe champion. Before 
he decided on an acting career Frank 
was the titleholder in both Australia 
and South America. 

Starring James Stewart and 
Donna Reed, "It's a Wonderful 
Life." a Liberty Film production, will 
be released through RKO Radio 
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Butch gets in on 

the big boys' bare- 
knuckle fight and 
rides a steer in 
a rip roaring 
rodeo! 
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A human, hilarious, heart-winning drama / % 

Jackie butch mint 
JAMES SKIPPY DOROTHY 

CRAIG • HOMEIER • PATRICK 
Original Story and Screen Play by WILLIAM LUDWIG 

Directed by ROY ROWLAND • Produced by 
ROBERT S^SK-A METR0-G01DWYN-MAYER PICTURE 

m/KS. 
Doors open <0:45 

Ends CHARLES BOYER JENNIFER JONES in “CLUNY BROWN" 
Today _HERB SHRINER ■ ■ • Other* 


