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Meat Recontrolled 
The decision to restore price ceil- 

ings and subsidies on meat is the j 
most interesting—and most contro- j versial—of the rulings which have 

1 

been announced by the Price Re- i 
control Board. 

Although the board's ruling was a 
unanimous one it has the earmarks 
of a compromise decision, and like 
most compromises it disappoints 
more people than it satisfies. There 
seems to be relatively little dis- 
agreement with the revival of con- 

trols on soybeans and cottonseed, 
for the acute shortage of fats and 
oils is too obvious to be debated. 

The refusal to reimpose controls 
on dairy products and most grains, ! 

however, has brought forth vehem- 
ent protests. The CIO says that this ! 
“dismal failure” on the board’s part 
will bring “greater inflation” to the i 
American people. Spokesmen for the i 
livestock interests, bitterly critical ! 
of the action on meat, ask how 

ceilings can be maintained on meat 
without corresponding controls on 

grain which constitutes the prin- j 
cipal item' of feed for cattle and 
hogs. And members of Congress 
from cattle and hog-producing areas 

predict another “demoralization” of ; 

industry and revival of the black 
market. 

But the members of the board ap- 
parently do not share these fears. 
Pointing out that meat, according j 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, ! 
accounts for 19 per cent of the food j 
budget of the moderate income 
family the board declared that the i 
maintenance of price levels low 
enough “to provide an adequate pro- ! 
portion of the total meat supply to 
workers in low-income brackets is 
important to attain full productiv- 1 

ity.” 
From this basic premise it pro- 

ceeded to find that meat prices 
have risen unreasonably, that the 
supply of meat has been and 
will continue to be short in relation 
•to demand at reasonable prices, and 
that the revived regulations are 

practicable and enforceable by OPA. 
It is this last assumption which 

deserves to be received with greatest 
reservation. Certainly increases in 
meat prices from 35 to 80 per cent 
at the wholesale level, with corre- 

sponding rises in retail prices, are 
unreasonable. And, conceding this, 
it follows undeniably that meat is 
in short supply “in relation to de- 
mand at reasonable prices.” But it 
requires a considerable optimism to 
accept at full value the board's 
finding with respect to the ability 
of OPA to enforce new price ceilings 
and stamp out the black market. 
OPA was not able to do this in the 
past, nor have persuasive reasons 
been advanced to show how it might 
be able to do so in the future. And 
if this is more than OPA can do 
then the prospect is not one of more 
meat at reasonable prices for those 
in the low-income brackets, but of 
less mgat for all—at least for all 
who cannot afTord to pay or who 
will not pay the black market prices. 

Exploring the Unknown 
In joining with the National i 

Geographic Society and the Bartol 
Research Foundation of the Frank- 
lin Institute in a series of important 
cosmic ray researches, the Army Air 
Forces was motivated by more than 
a desire to co-operate in a scientific 
study of mysterious forces bombard- 
ing the earth from outer space. 
Military authorities have come to 
realize that these incredibly power- 
ful radiations may play an increas- 
ingly vital part in the development of 
high-altitude plane, guided-missile 
and rocket warfare and that it is 
essential to learn as much as 

possible about them. 
It has been known for some time 

that strange rays capable of causing 
radio disturbances visit the earth 
from distant places. Some of these 
have been directly associated with 
sunspots and the aurora borealis, 
but other and much more powerful 
radiations apparently emanate from 
cosmic sources far beyond the sun. 
These cosmic particles travel with 
such velocity that they will pene- 
trate barriers which are effective 
against X-rays and against radia- 
tions from the splitting of uranium 
atoms. Experiments on mountain 
tops and in planes have shown that 
their potency increases the higher 
man approaches their source in the 
heavens. Since these rays are be- 
lieved to be electrical charges that 
can seriously affect radio control of 
guided missiles, drones and rockets, 
the AAF is anxious to find out all 
that it can about the nature of the 
rays, their effects on radio, radar 
and other electronic devices and 
means for coping with those effects, i 
It is possible that the Intensity of 
the rays at altitudes in the iono- I 
sphere, more than a hundred miles 1 

above the earth, may have a de- 
teriorating effect on the materials i 

1 

of which a rocket is made. This 
would necessitate revolutionary 
changes in rocket construction to 
combat the cosmic bombardment. 

How much was learned on the 
recent flying expedition has not 
been disclosed, but it was indicated 
that definite proof was obtained 
that cosmic or other rays cause 
serious disturbances to electronic 
equipment at high altitudes. It will 
take several months to complete a 

study of the information obtained. 
Further explorations undoubtedly 
will be necessary before rocket 
travel to the moon or superrocket 
warfare of the future can be re- 
garded as within the realm of 
practicability. 

Alternative to Control 
As one of the key scientists re- 

sponsible for the development of 
atomic energy, Dr. Harold C. Urey 
has given voice to frightening but 
simple logic in declaring in “Air 
Affairs" that the United States 
might find it a matter of “strict 
necessity” to conquer and rule the 
worjd unless A-weapons are sub- 
jected to effective international 
control in the not-too-distant 
future. 

In actual fact, of course, nothing 
could be more refnote than the pos- 
sibility that the American people 
would support such a course of 
conquest. To begin with, they are 
so sick of war that a direct threat 
to national security or another 
Pearl Harbor would be necessary 
to arouse them to take up arms 

again. Further, if the terrible thing 
were done at all, it would have to 
be done within the next five or ten 
years—before other powers had 
time to develop atomic weapons, 
before our present advantages were 

lost, before the “secrets” of the 
atom became known to every land. 
Finally, keeping in mind the scant 
enthusiasm we have for the vital 
job of policing Germany and Japan, 
it seems inconceivable to the point 
of absurdity that we could ever 
cultivate a fervor for ruling the 
world. 

Nevertheless, Dr. Urey's idea is 
altogether logical, and he has pre- 
sented it not because he advocates 
it or because he feels there is any 
likelihood that Americans will em- 
brace it, but because he wants to 
emphasize how dreadful are the 
alternatives to genuine international 
atomic control. His thesis has long 
since become a familiar one, a plat- 
itudinous one, but it needs to be 
repeated over and over again in 
the hope that the world will take 
it to heart and act accordingly. 
Stated simply, the thesis is that all 
the nations will either work to- 
gether in harnessing the atom along 
the lines suggested by the United 
States or they will engage in the 
deadliest armaments race of all 
time—a race pregnant with the 
probability of civilization’s suicide, 
a race so dangerous that security 
considerations would make logical, 
if not feasible, a preventive war of 
the sort suggested by Dr. Urey. 

Only one major power—only Rus- 
sia—seems to be blind to the grim- 
ness of the choice offered by the 
atom. The overwhelming majority 
of nations, large and small, openly 
support the essentials of the Amer- 
ican control plan, realizing that the 
world must otherwise be a place of 
collective fear and insecurity, with 
each country or blocs of countries 
preparing desperately for the day 
of atomic war. In such an atmos- 
phere, poisoned and panicky, a 

cataclysm could happen overnight. 
Dr. Urey’s “conquest” idea is not 

likely ever to be adopted, but the 
United States will have to resort 
to some modification of it, will have 
to gear itself for sudden forehanded 
defensive attacks against potential 
enemies, if A-weapons continue un- 

controlled. Lacking full Russian 
co-operation, the future will be as 

dismal and suspicion-ridden as that. 

Peron's Opposition 
The turmoil which attended the 

ratification by the Argentine Senate 
of the Act of Chapultepec and the 
United Nations pact indicates that 
President Peron has a real problem 
on his hands in bringing Argentina 
into line with the program of hemi- 
sphere solidarity. 

American critics of the Argentine 
President have expressed consider- | 
able impatience at the delay in 
Buenos Aires in carrying out the 
agreements deemed essential to a 

genuine rapprochement between 
Argentina and the United States. In 
fact, some of these critics have gone 
to the extent of questioning Peron's 
good faith when he has said that 
he intended to fulfill his commit- 
ments. For them, Monday’s demon- 
strations in Buenos Aires may have 
served as something of an eye opener. 

As the Senate was voting to ratify 
the pacts, Argentine nationalists in 
the gallery shouted “Traitors,” and 
mobs outside hurled stones and tar 
bombs through the windows of the 
legislative building. Other demon- 
strations against the pacts were 
staged in the downtown section of 
the city, and the police had a stiff 
battle with the demonstrators before 
order was restored. 

This can be looked at, of course, in 
two ways. One view would be to 
interpret it as evidence in support 
of the contention that pro-German, 
or at least anti-American, sentiment 
is strong in Argentina. In a sense 
that view would be justified, for 
there is little doubt that there is 
widespread nationalistic sentiment 
in Argentina and that many Argen- 
tines resent what they regard as an 
effort by the United States to dictate 
to them. This is a point of view, 
however, which overlooks the ffcr 
more significant fact that President 
Peron seems sincerely intent upon 
living up to his agreements. 

If he could do this by pushing a 
button it might not mean much. But 

when he has to do it, and does do It, 
in the face of opposition within his 
own party—opposition which has al- 
ready lost to him the support of one 
hitherto ardently pro-Peron news- 

paper—it would seem that the skep- 
tics in this country should be con- 
tent to give him the benefit of the 
doubt and to wait and see what 
happens. Certainly they should not 
make his task harder by intemperate 
attacks which tend to put Peron in 
the position—in the eyes of his own 

people—of yielding to pressure ap- 
plied by the United States. 

Decrepit Automobiles 
The International Association of 

Chiefs of Police had good reason to 
describe as “terrifying” its findings 
in a six-week Nation-wide checkup 
on the mechanical condition of 
automobiles involved In traffic acci- 
dents. In a report to President Tru- 
man, the association asserted that 
nearly one out of every three cars 
whose drivers were questioned by 
police from May 15 to July 1 was 
found to have one or more major 
mechanical defects. 

Chief among the faults, the Presi- 
dent was told, were unsafe brakes 
and defective lights, both of which 
long have played leading roles in 
boosting traffic casualty rates. In 
joining in the survey, District police 
tested nearly 20,000 cars during the 
six weeks of the survey and found 
that about one out of four was me- 

chanically defective. At some test- 
ing stations the ratio was much 
higher than that. 

Even more disturbing than these 
findings is th* fact that conditions 
are likely to grow worse before the 
flow of new automobiles from the 
factories brings any appreciable re- 
duction of the number of aging and 
decrepit cars on the highways. Car 
owners have a grave responsibility 
during this continued period of me- 
chanical obsolescence. Their own 
safety and that of the general pub- 
lic requires constant attention to the 
deteriorating condition of their cars. 

Meanwhile it would be a good idea 
if the Nation’s police chiefs con- j 
verted their survey into a continuing 
safety campaign, to the end that 
defective automobiles be removed 
from the streets until they are made : 

safe to operate. Such a campaign 
might save many lives and prevent 
a lot of grief during the perilous 
period ahead when old automobiles 
will continwe to be predominant on 
the public thoroughfares. 

The OPA says business will not 
have to "jump through hoops of red 
tape.” But there is no assurance 
that it will not continue as a side- 
show to the political circus. 

A British newspaper reports a 

“perpetual motion” airplane. The 
only perpetual motion in this coun- ; 

try is the injection of hands of fee- 
grabbers in war contracts. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

'PENNSYLVANIA AVE. S.E. 
“Dear Sir: 

"A cardinal and his mate have come 
regularly for food to us all during late 
spring and summer. 

“They eat only peanuts. When seed, 
fruit and berries are placed out they 
eat only very sparingly and cease to 
come regularly. 

"As soon as we place peanuts for 
them they come regularly once more 
and consume them voraciously. 

"However, lately the male cardinal's 
feathers hang loosely about his legs: 
much of the red plumage is shot 
through with a prominently gray-green 
color; his sleek, fine and handsome ap- 
pearance has given place to a very 
bedraggled one. He seems to be in fine 
fettle and healthy enough. 

"What do you advise as to the diet? j 
“Sincerely, C. H. DE P.” 

The bird is moulting. 
Diet should be the same as usual. 

The bird and nature will take care of 
the diet. 

We never yet have seen a cardinal j 
that would not eat sunflower seed. 

If this correspondent will get sev- j eral pounds of sunflower seed she will 
find the cardinals accept them greedily, 
as many other species do. 

Raisins, too, are favorites of our red- 
birds. Others fond of them are the 
mocking birds, wood thrushes and cat- 
birds 

Moulting is a natural process, in 
which the bird looses maiiv of his old 
feathers $nd puts out new ones. 

This Is equivalent to getting a new 
suit for winter. 

It is teamed up with glandular proc- 
esses, and Is nature’s way of giving the 
bird enough protection to take him 
through the cold and snow of winter. 

It may be imagined that after the 
rigors of working all spring and sum- 
mer to .find food for the young the par- 
ents are pretty tired. 

Their "clothes” have suffered, too, In 
the process. 

Nature, which seems kindly enough 
in some aspects, equips them anew. 

Some species go to the woods while 
this change is taking place. Others re- 
main near the nesting ground. 

The scarlet tanager, he of the bril- 
liant red and black wings, goes through 
several years of changes in feathering. 

He changes his appearance for at 
least two years, and sometimes well 
into the third, as he goes back and 
forth in migration. 

He then presents a mottled appear- 
ance, with some green In his feathers 
and some red. 

At these times he is often mistaken 
for another bird entirely. 

But the scarlet tanager scarcely would 
eat peanuts, since he likes live food 
alone. 

We believe that If our correspondent 
will put out sunflower seed and raisins 
she will And her cardinals like them 
best of all. 

Sunflower seed, being rather ex- 
pensive, is best mixed with some chicken 
scratch feed or baby chick feed, if these 
are obtainable, which sometimes they 
are not. 

The raisins the birds like best are 
the dry, seedless varieties. They can 
be sprinkled In the grass, at a given 
place, each day. 

There all the birds will And them. 
The sunflower seed is a store house of 

food. Over in Russia they eat sunflow- 
er seeds as confections. 

Any one may try this out for himself 
by carefully splitting a sunflower seed, 
the larger the better, and eating the 
kernel. Chewing brings out the sweetish 
taste. Naturally enough persons raised 
on farms probably will like these better 
than full city-bred characters. The 
time will come, we believe, when sun- 
flower rations, Including sunflower 
candy, will be a part of our daily life. 

Letters to The Star 
Shortage of Nurses Discussed 

From Economic Angle 
To th* Editor ol The Star; 

In the August 10 issue of The Star 
you again discuss the shortage of nurses 
in the local hospitals. This is nothing 
new. Time and time again such items 
appear in the newspapers. There were 

too few nurses during the war and now, 
a year after hostilities have ceased, 
the shortage of nursing personnel still 
remains as acute as ever. 

The question of why this should be 
persistently the case demands an an- 

swer. To many of us in the nursing 
profession, this answer is obvious al- 
though we have not been sufficiently 
articulate about it. The main reason 

why nursing does not attract sufficient 
recruits but even loses trained people 
all the time is the poor pay that is 
being offered for a highly skilled job. 
Most nurses have the equivalent of a 

college education and yet the salaries 
offered by the hospitals remain con- 

sMerably below those of ordinary skilled 
labor. Chances for advancement and 
raises beyond this compensation are 
limited. Who nowadays would want to 
take a tough job for so little pay? 

The second cause is the generally 
unattractive working conditions. The 
40-hour week is a myth in most hospital 
general duty positions. Girls are not 
attracted by the prospect of Saturday, 
Sunday, holiday and night work. Office 
and shop girls have come to expect 
such time off as normal. 

Only generous revisions In emolu- 
ments for such work will induce a 

satisfactory flow of new blood into the 
nursing profession. Nurses who are 

overworked and tired will perform only 
poorly; and this state of affairs, if 
continued through prolonged periods, 
will produce physical and mental break- 
downs to thin the ranks even further. 

The work of a nurse is exacting and 
physically exhausting. Added to this Is 
the poor management prevalent In a 

great many hospitals. The time sched- 
ules. division of labor, physical arrange- 
ments, availability of ward aides fre- 
quently are unsatisfactory. Miles and 
miles of unnecessary walking exhaust 
the nursing staff. Inadequate use of 
modern mechanical aids, lack of co- 
ordination and antiquated regulations 
often cause inefficient use of skilled 
nursing personnel. Moreover, nurses 
living on hospital grounds have to put 
up with an unattractive environment. 
Most college dormitories for girls pro- 
vide pleasant, comfortable and attrac- 
tive rooms while In nurses’ quarters 
old-style asceticism in furniture and 
appointments prevails. No wonder that 
nurses rather would accept glamorized 
Jobs as airline hostesses with well- 
regulated working hours and high pay 
than to stick to a Job, the biggest com- ! 
pensation of which is moral satisfac- 
tion. 

Remedies for the situation are ob- 
vious. They are three-fold: 1. Better 
pay and regular raises after specified 
intervals. 2. Strict observance of work- : 
lng hours with sufficient additional 
inducement for night and holiday work. ! 
3. Analysis of hospital operations and 
procedures by efficiency and manage- 
ment experts. 

The stock answer to such proposals ! 
always has been "lack of funds.” But 1 
part of the increased costs could be 
offset by more efficient hospital pro- 
cedures and better management. The 
other costs ought to be absorbed by 
the patients, health insurance and the 
public at large. Until these conditions 
are fulfilled the deplorable situation 
will continue or even deteriorate more. 1 

A. F. G. i 

Thrace Never Grecian P 
To the Editor of The star: 

In a letter to your paper published 
August 12, Soterlos Nicholson writes j 
that: “Bulgaria, true to her historic j ability to stir up trouble, has (again) | set about causing Balkan unrest and 
Third World War possibilities.’’ 

Latest manifestation of this “his- 
toric abiiity” Mr. Nicholson discovers 
in an alleged statement by President 
Kolaroff of the Bulgarian National As- 
sembly, according to which: “Secretary 
of State Byrnes has announced that he 
would have no objection to a Bulgarian 
opening to the Aegean Sea, at the ex- j 
pense of Greece, if this would mean 
peace in the Balkans.” 

This answer does not propose to 
either deny or confirm the words as- 
cribed to Mr. Kolaroff, respectively, to 
Mr. Byrnes. Rather to the contrary, 
its modest aim is to point out that, if 
Mr. Byrnes really entertains the ideas 
attributed to him, that only means 
that the American Secretary of state 
m 1946 is faithful to the very same 
American policy, as regards a Bulgarian 
outlet to the Aegean, that the American 
Secretary of state in 1919 defended so 
valiantly, though unsuccessfully, at the 
Peace Conference in Paris 27 year* ago. j 

That policy, as summarised by the 
Hon. Henry White, American spokes- 
man for the Council of Heads of Dele- 
gations of the Five Great Powers on 
July 31, 1919, was: “• * * The Ameri- 
can opinion • * * is founded on cer- 
tain facts that are not subject to dis- 
pute, on certain principles which have 
guided this conference in its labors 
hitherto, and on one and only one 
ambition: namely, to contribute loyally 
and unselfishly to the great end we all 
have in view—a just and enduring 
peace. 

There is here no queston of giving 
territory to Bulgaria. The only question 
before the council is: Shall we take 
territory away from Bulgaria (Western 
Thrace) and give it to Greece?” 

One wonders if it would not be wise 
to do in 1946 what the powers failed to 
do in 1919 when they assured the fatal ! 
consummation of all the sad forebod- 
ings that Mr. White and his colleagues 
on the' American delegation clearly 
loresaw. 

It is hardly necessary to add any- 
thing more than to recall that Western 
Thrace never had been part of Greece 
until several months after the confer- 
ence of 1919, when it was transferred 
to Greece—in violation of the peace 
treaty and without the consent of the 
United States Government. 

BOYAN CHOUKANOFF. 
Press Secretary of the Bulgarian 

Political Mission. 

Fashion Note 
From the Windsor Star. 

One time you can get shirts and no 
shorts; another time, shorts but no 
shirts. Oh, well, a guy can compromise 
any time on just a necktie, one of the 
wallpaper kind. 

And Stay There! 
From the 8t. Louie Post Dispatch. 

An expert says men leave home on ac- 
count ofi women. It is also all too fre- 
quently why they go home. 

f 

This Changing World 
By Constantine Brown 

As unpleasant as It may sound to the 
American people, the international sit- 
uation has deteriorated to such a state 
that the world must be described as 

being in an undeclared state of war. 
Some high officials in Washington who 
have become accustomed to looking at 
facts rather than thinking in wishful 
terms are convinced that the world is 
drifting toward another catastrophe. 

The wanton attacks on unarmed 
American planes by Yugoslav aviators, 
the offensive and adamant stand taken 
by the Soviet delegates at the Paris 
conference, and the Yenan Communists’ 
formal declaration of war on the Chi- 
nese government are not separate inci- 
dents. They all belong to a pattern 
which Is being drawn by members of 
the Politbureau sitting in long daily 
sessions behind the walls of the Kremlin 
in Moscow. 

Aside from these incidents, we must 
be prepared to hear of another crisis 
in the Near East soon after Moscow 
receives the Turkish reply to the note 
of August 9. The Ankara government 
is expected to reject the Russian demand 
for naval and air bases in the Darda- 
nelles. 

* w 

According to reports from the Russian- 
Turkish border, it appears that a large 
number of Red troops are ready to 
march as soon as the Kremlin gives the 
signal. 

In Paris Secretary Byrnes is making 
desperate efforts to talk the Russians 
into reason and is pointing out to them 
that in the end the U. S. S. R. would suffer 
far more than the other nations which 
would become involved in another 
world calamity. Whether his wise words 
are having any effect on the Soviet dip- 
lomats, whose hands are firmly tied by 
the group which directs Russia's do- 
mestic and foreign policies in Moscow, 
remains to be seen. For the time being, 
however, all signs point to wanton 
provocations on the part of the Moscow 
rulers In all sections of the world. 

The incidents of the two unarmed 
American planes being brought down 
by the Yugoslav fighters is considered 
in certain official quarters here as even 
worse than the Panay incident in 1937. 
The Japanese at least pretended at that 
time that the little gunboat protecting 
American interests on the Yangtze 
River had been sunk by mistake and 
they offered apologies and an indemnity. 
So far, the Belgrade government, which 
is nothing but a subordinate minor 
office of the U. S. S. R. government, has 
offered no excuses; on the contrary, it 

On the Record 
By Dorothy Thompson 

The report on all zones of Germany, 
which I mentioned in a preceding col- 

umn, as recently coming to me from a 

German of impeccable record who has 
had unique opportunities to make pro- 
longed visits to all zones, including the 
Russian and Polish, can be summarized 
as follows: 

"At the time of the catastrophic col- 
lapse of the Hitler armies and regime 
there arose spontaneously in all classes 
and age groups of the German people 
a readiness to accept the blame for the 
great German and world misfortune, 
accrediting it in the first line to the 
Nazi government, and recognizing their 
own errors in allowing the regime to 
create itself and in supporting it after- 
ward. 

“After a year this attitude of mind 
is no longer general. Few understand 
that the day of surrender was not 
merely the end of a nightmare but the 
beginning of a condition which would, 
for a time, still worsen its burdens, 
and might stretch out for years. But 
there was an almost universal readiness, 
except among the active Nazis, to draw 
a thick line through the past and co- 
operate with the victors for a new life. 
This capacity to start all over again 
from scratch is an incalculable asset of 
the German people. 

"After a year the people expect to see 
visible Indications of a new beginning, 
and when they see none they assess the 
blame elsewhere than they did a year 
ago. Since, in most cases, their energies 
and co-operation remain unrewarded 
they are now attributing the desperate 
situation neither to Naziism nor to 
themselves. That is simply human 
nature. 

* * * * 

"The people in the British and Amer- 
isan zones are especially disillusioned. 

"Disillusion is greater in the British 
and American zones than in the Rus- 
sian, for in the former the people awaited 
developments with greater hope and 
actual conditions have deteriorated, 
while in the latter, where they expected 
the unendurable to become even worse, 
conditions have improved. 

“Last fall in the Russian zone the 

Financial Views of Downey 
_ By Raymond Moley 

LOS ANGELES.—This column pointed 
out, a lew days ago, that deaths and 
deleats have removed all ranking Dem- 
ocrats on the Senate Banking and Cur- 
rency Committee between Chairman 
Wagner and Senator Sheridan Downey, 
with the exception of Majority Leader 
Barkley. Since Barkley Is probably un- 
able to serve as chairman, this puts 
Downey squarely in line. And only the 
aging Senator Wagner stands between 
the banking system of this country and 
some of the most fantastic financial 
ideas ever known. 

It is now In order, to present some of 
the evidence of the Downey views. In 
1938 Downey appeared as the author of 
a small book called “Why I Believe in 
the Townsend Plan.” The Introduction 
was written by Dr. E. T. Townsend him- 
self. Dr. Townsend wrote that Downey 
"is an economist and tax authority, and, 
what is more Important, a human 
being.’’ 

An examination of the book clearly 
leaves the impression that Downey was 
indeed a human being, whatever doubt 
might arise about economics and taxes. 
He was human enough to see that the 
way to power in the California atmos- 
phere of that year was through the 
advocacy of the Townsend delusion, 
then sweeping the horseshoe courts and 
park benches like a sandstorm. His 
political judgment was justified, two 
years later, when he defeated Senator 
McAdoo, in whose behalf President 
Roosevelt made impassioned appeals in 
person. Thus, Townsend’s support in 
those years was more potent than 
Roosevelt’s. 

It is not necessary here to argue about 
Downey’s views. It is sufficient merely 
to state them and to permit the reader 
to draw his own conclusions. The fea- 
tures of the Townsend Plan, to which 
Downey says he is committed, are: 

That all persons over 60 shall receive 
pensions of $200 a month from the 
United Statei Government. These are 

euphoniously called "social dividends.” 
They must be spent, not saved. The 
$20,000,000,000 to be set aside for social 
dividends should be raised by some form 
of taxation, although Downey does not 
commit himself to the Townsend trans- 
action tax. He says that the $20,000,000,- 
000 would be yielded by a general em- 
ployment and would be the margin of 
national income over the boom year of 
1929. Savings are, according to Downey, 
the economic curse of America. They 

ha* accused the American aviators of 
infringing on the sovereignty of the 
Yugoslav territory. 

The attitude of Marshal Tito does 
not reflect so far any desire to offer 
amends for the unwarranted attack on 
the planes of a nation which has helped 
him to establish himself as the dictator 
of that country. The American govern- 
ment is fully aware, however, that the 
actions of the Yugoslav government, 
which only recently was given American 
official recognition in spite of its totali- 
tarian character, are dictated by Mos- 
cow. The Yugoslav people have nothing 
to say in this matter. 

The Yenan regime's declaration of 
war on the national government of 
China which is officially recognized by 
all the other nations, including the 
USSR, came as a mild surprise to 
Washington. 

Gen. George C. Marshall, the special 
representative of President Truman, has 
done his utmost to placate the Chinese 
Communists. In their negotiations with 
Marshall and Chiang Kai-shek the Com- 
munist leaders blew hot and cold, ac- 
cording to instructions they received 
from Moscow. Whenever it suited the 
Soviet government to give Washington 
the Impression that it could do business 
with Russia, the Communist representa- 
tive Chou En-lai agreed—with reserva- 
tions—to Gen. Marshall's propositions. 

It now seems that Moscow feels that 
the time for even a "vocal appeasement” 
has gone, and, without any particular 
provocation, the Yenan government has 
ordered a general mobilization of its 
forces and is proceeding to wage a full- 
scale war against the National govern- 
ment. 

Formerly, the Chinese Communists 
were severely handicapped by their lack 
of modern war paraphernalia. But this 
situation has been remedied. The Red 
army, which was allowed to enter and 
occupy Manchuria for eight months, has 
handed over to the Yenan forces the 
tremendous stockpiles of equipment 
captured from the Japanese Kwantung 
Army. The amount captured will permit 
the Chinese Communists to arm at least 
750,000 men with modern weapons in- 
cluding tanks, heavy and light artillery, 
machine guns and possibly some avia- 
tion. 

In the Far East, in Europe and in the 
Middle East, the tension has become 
unbearable despite the genuine peace 
efforts of this government, which has 
displayed a patience bordering on weak- 
ness. 

atmosphere was frightful. The outlook 
for winter seemed hopeless, as more 
and more fugitives streamed in from 
the east in an unorganized horde, dying 
on the way or perishing later in fright- 
ful camps. Compared with conditions 
then, matters in the spring were not 
worse but much better. The influx from 
the east stopped, fugitives were cared 
for one way or another and camp con- 
ditions improved. The food situation 
is bad. but not worse than it was nor so 
bad as was anticipated. 

“The German Communist party has 
young and enterprising people and 
through It the Russians make great 
efforts to win the German people. None 
who actively support it fare badly. The 
Russians are still dismantling indus- 
tries, but those exempted are all 
running. There is work and whoever 
works gets better ration cards. Industries 
are working largely for Russia, but the 
fact that there is work lifts the numbing 
paralysis of idleness that afflicts the 
other zones. A great number of fugi- 
tives from the Russian zone into others 
are actually returning. 

* * * * 

“The contrast with the western zones 

is disquieting. There, too, all antici- 

pated winter with dread and when It 
came all energies were consumed in 
obtaining the most primitive necessi- 
ties—stoves, wood, building paper, 
nails, windowpanes, potatoes—but there 
was almost universal confidence of 
improvement in spring. 

“But in the spring conditions were not 
better but much worse. In the British 
zone rations had to be drastically cut 
and in the American they were short- 
ened. Today, all adults and most chil- 
dren are near starvation. 

“Very few believe this condition is 
due to a world food crisis or transporta- 
tion. The mess-halls of American en- 
listed men give no such indication. It 
has become, instead, a generally held 
conviction that it is part of a conscious 
Allied design to starve the German pop- 
ulation.” 

(To be continued.! 
(Released by the Bell Syndicate, Inc.) 

caused the 1929 panic and other 
calamities. 

Downey flatly states that “potential 
industrial expansion is now so limited we ! 
can never hope to find in it a sufficient i 
outlet for the evergrowing savings of 
the Nation.’’ There is little demonstra- ; 
tion of this amazing statement, but ! 
Downey goes on to specify the lines in j 
which there is no need for further in- 
vestment of savings. 

This part of the Downey economics 
deserves to be stated in his own words. 
He writes: “Our steam and electric 
railroads are all built. We shall never 

build any more except for an occasional 
mile. A limited amount of capital could 
and doubtless some day will be spent 
to modernize them, but not now.” He 
says, further, that “our gas and electric 
utilities cannot absorb any new capital. 
This field is dominated by existing com- 
panies whose present facilities are oper- 
ating at less than 50 per cent capacity 
and are amply able to supply the wants 
of the Nation for an indefinite period.” 
As to general manufacturing lines, he 
says, “The United States has a great 
number and variety of factories and 
processing plants. These are capable 
of supplying many human wants to the 
point of saturation. Most of them are 

Operating at less than 50 per cent ca- 
pacity.” Thus, he concludes, there is 
little need for further savings and in- i 
vestment. 

Ia this book Senator Downey not I 
only expressed approval of the views 1 

of Dr. Townsend, but of some of those | 
of Father Coughlin. He said, "It is the 
contention of Father Coughlin that the 
monetary changes we have been con- 

sidering could most rapidly, efficiently 
and permanently be secured by the na- 

tional ownership of the Federal Reserve 
Banks. I wholly agree with this." Later, 
he says that all public bonds should 
be bought by the Federal Reserve Banks 
and thus eliminate all interest charges 
on public debts. 

This, ladles and gentlejnen, is a sam- 
ple of what the prospective chairman 
of the Senate Banking and Currency 
Committee advocated in 1936. The rea- 
son why the holder of these views 
stands so close to great power over the 
finances of the Nation is the seniority 
system lh Congress. Unless something 
is done about that system, a great many' 
strange things are going to be in store 
for us before long. 
(Released by the Associated Newspapers, 1m.) 

A 

Attacks by Yugoslavia 
Linked With Parley 

Firing on U. S. Planes May B* 
‘Peace’ Shots to Win Trieste 

By David Lawrence 
When a division of American troops 

goes on parade In the occupied asone 

adjacent to Yugoslavia and two top- 
ranking admirals—one of them Amer- 
ica's best aircraft task force commander 
—fly to Europe for a “naval inspection” 
trip, there would normally not be the 
slightest significance to the episode. 
But when it comes immediately after 
fighter planes of the Yugoslavian gov- 
ernment have repeatedly fired on 
American transport planes, It can be 
presumed that a crisis of serious inter- 
national proportions is in the making. 

President Truman was planning to 
go north along the Atlantic coast on his 
yacht, but now he has turned south- 
ward toward Washington. Presumably 
he will return immediately to the Na- 
tional Capital fro* some nearby port 
if matters grow worse in Europe. 

The text of the American note of 
protest to Yugoslavia makes public to 
all the world that Yugoslavia has fired 
on the planes of a friendly country. 
The demand now is for assurances that 
American planes will not again be at- 
tacked. The latest note significantly 
says that the United States “fully re- 
serves its position in matter of claims 
for compensation." 

Government Puzzled. 
This means that reparation may be 

demanded later in the event that a 
satisfactory reply is not soon received 
and should there by further attacks. 
The American Government, meanwhile, 
is puzzled by the Yugoslavian attitude! 
Is Marshal Tito trying to provoke the 
United States and so vex our repre- 
sentatives in Paris that they will ac- 
cede to his demands with respect to 
Trieste? Do the Yugoslavian authori- 
ties, sponsored as they are by the Rus- 
sians, believe that this is one way to 
test out American intentions in Europe? 

Anyway, if there is any question 
about America's decision to back up 
her diplomacy, it will be cleared up by 
what is about to happen in the Mediter- 
ranean. The parade of the 88th Divi- 
sion was only one manifestation of 
American concern. 

There are now in the Mediterranean 
nine American warships of major size 
These include the giant 45,000-ton air- 
craft carrier Roosevelt, three cruisers 
and five destroyers. Admiral Marc Mit- 
scher, who won his laurels in the war 
against Japan, doubtless will be placed 
in command of the task force. Fighter 
planes from the carrier could be 
launched in the Mediterranean for 
patrol duty or for "parade” purposes. 

U. N. Arm Can’t Act. 
It is not known what naval forces 

the British have in the Mediterranean, 
but it is believed here that reports 
earlier of Joint maneuvers with Amer- 
ican naval forces may have been In 
some way linked to preparations for a 
naval demonstration of British-Amer- 
ican warships. 

Unfortunately, the United Nations is 
not set up,as yet on the military or 
naval side, so the breach of the peace 
of which Yugoslavia has been guilty 
In her attack on the planes of a friendly 
nation cannot be handled by the Se- 
curity Council. But even if each na- 
tion were ready to furnish the neces- 
sary forces, there is no certainty that 
any action could be commanded, be- 
came Russia has a veto in the Security 
Council and it is likely that, Judging 
by her past record, her course would 
be one of procrastination rather than 
enforcement of discipline. 

For all practical purposes, America 
and Britain are the ones to enforce 
peace in Europe. The attacks on Amer- 
ican planes are related to the prob- 
lems of occupation, because it is only 
to carry out the terms of the armistice 
by which Yugoslavia and other na- 
tions were liberated from the Nazi yoke 
that American forces are stationed in 
Europe today. 

Unquestionable Link. 
Yugoslavia is under the thumb of 

Russia, but she could easily alienate 
American friendship and economic help 
for a long time to come by her short- 
sighted course. The injury done Amer- 
ican airmen is aggravated by the high- 
handed behavior of the Belgrade offi- 
cials in refusing to allow the passen- 
gers on a transport plane forced down 
In Yugoslavia to be seen by official 
consular representatives until after pro- 
test was made. Likewise, the detention 
of the airmen is a sign that Yugoslavia 
is not a free agent herself but is await- 
ing orders from Moscow, where the 
governmental machinery works with 
cumbersome slowness. 

There is unquestionably a connection 
between what is happening in the Paris 
Conference and the aggressive behavior 
of Yugoslavia. The United States Gov- 
ernment is not planning to hush up 
the affair but is making Its notes public 
at once, and is not trying to keep secret 
what it is doing in the way of a mili- 
tary and naval demonstration. Some- 
times major crises develop that way. 

(Reproduction Rlihts Reserved ) 

In Other Words, Power 
From the Christian Science Monitor. 

The concentration of power in the 
hands of the Big Three has to be borne 
in mind if the methods of Paris are 
to be understood. We should remember, 
too. that this concentration is not the 
result of a Machiavellian scheme by 
some sections of mankind to dominate 
other sections. It is the outcome of 
many natural factors which men de- 
velop primarily for peaceful purposes. 
It just happens that these add up also 
to what is known as “war potential.” 
or, in a word, power. The calling pf 
the Paris Conference is not an effort 
to consolidate this power to the detri- 
ment of small nations but to mitigate 
Its worst effects. It Is a step In peace- 
making whose watchword must be 
patience. 

Here Summer Sings 
The hands of wind are bright among 

the grasses; 
The meadow like a silver-running sea 

Obeys with joy the urgent touch that 
passes. 

Bending the daisy crests and timothy. 
Above the rippled field, the cloud-fleets 

racing 
Trail evanescent shadows as they go. 

A great hawk rides the blue, his dark 
wings tracing 

Their image on the waving grass below. 
Here summer sings. The heart alone 

that listens 
Will catch the soundless music—notes 

that fall 
From drifting shadow and from stem 

that glistens 
With wayward rhythm, artless 

interval. 
And in the heart, the mute, unmeasured 

, song 
Will echo when the winter night is long. 

INEZ BARCLAY KIRBY. 
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