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The Great Game of Politics 
New Economic Advisory Council Seen 
Headed for Drab, Ineffectual Career 

The new Economic Advisory Council, created by the foolish 
Full Employment Act, sponsored by Henry A. Wallace and the 
CIO and sold to President Truman as embodying a “Roosevelt 
policy” to which he was committed, has been hailed by the “true 
liberals” as a “significant step forward.” 

Principal commendation from the conservative side was due 
10 me sejecuon oi ur. tawin u 
Nourse of the Brookings Institution 
as chairman. The other two mem- 
bers—Leon Keyserllng and John 
Davidson Clark 

... 

—aroused no 

great enthusi-j 
asm, even in! 
left-wing circlesj 
But Dr. Nourse 
is concededly a 
well balanced, 
well equipped 
economist who 
has never been 
weaned from his 
basic belief in 
the multiplica- 
tion table. 

N e v ertheless. 
vnuugn ii is a 

highly compen- r«nk e. Kent, 

sated board—as Government boards 
go—the chairman getting $17,000 a 

year and the other members $15,000 
each, there is a great deal of .skepti- 
cism as to its usefulness and value. 
Without reflecting on the character 
or capacity of Dr.. Nourse and his 
colleagues, the contention among 
the better-informed men having to 
do with Federal finance is that it is 
hardly conceivable that this new 
board can contribute anything of 
great worth in the way of a solu- 
tion of our very great fiscal diffi- 
culties. 

Forecasts Future. 
An Indication of this feeling 

among economists is that President 
Truman asked about 30 men to serve 
as members and received about that 
number of declinations. The board's 
job is to serve as a sort of economic 
crystal gazer for the President, fore- 
casting economic conditions from a 

year to a year and a half ahead, 
and advising how to meet them. 
Further, it is supposed to consider 
unemployment and depression 
causes and to advise the President 
how best to strengthen the Federal 
financial structure — and in other 
ways. 

But the President does not have 
to take the board's advice—not at 
all. It is purely an executive agency 
and is empowered only to study 
and make recommendations. This 
sounds well, but it does not mean 

much because its recommendations 
can be ignored entirely by Mr. 
Truman, Just as his late predeces- 
sor, Mr. Roosevelt, after asking for 
it, used to ignore the sound eco- 

nomic advice of Mr. B. M. Baruch 
ana omers wun wnom ne consuuea. 

The Nourse board does not report 
to Congress, which next year, under 
its contemplated reorganization, 
should be better informed fiscally 
than ever before, and is to have a 

legislative budget that, in theory, 
will be scientifically devised. 

Nothing Ner* Foreseen. 
So the Economic Advisory Coun- 

cil will advise the President, who 
can make its recommendations 
public or not as he pleases and act 
on them or not as he desires. As 
it is seen here, the board can 

make recommendations either along 
sound lines or unsound lines, but 
In either it hardly can produce 
anything that has not been recom- 
mended before. On the sound side, 
both Inside and outside the admin- 
istrations of Mr. Roosevelt and now 
Mr. Truman, recommendations for 
stablizing our economy and re- 
gaining control of the Federal 
finances were made dozens and 
dozens of times. And certainly, on 
the unsound side, there has been 
no lack of experimental sugges- 
tions and half-baked proposals, 
some of which, to our great na- 
tional damage, were sympathetically 
received. 

That the board can devise addi- 
tional unsound schemes is, of 
course, possible—except that Dr. 
Nourse is unlikely to sanction such. 
But that it can produce, even after 
deep study, a sound proposal that 
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has not been made before seems 
most unlikely. There is a feeling 
here in the highest fiscal circles 
that the new board, for a number of 
years, will produce long, dull and 
deep reports which will attain con- 

siderable publicity but otherwise 
not affect anything at all. And after 
a few more years it will become a 

target for the economists in Con- 
gress as a useless Government bu- 
reau the somewhat costly existence 
of which cannot be justified. 

Answers to 
Questions 

A reader can get the answer to any 
question of fact by writing The Evening 
Star Information Bureau. 316 I street 
N E Washington 2, D. C. Please in- 
close 3 cents for return postage. 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 

Q. Which Presidents of the United 
States served less than one term?— 
W. H. A. 

A. Only eight prior to President 
Truman—William H. Harrison. John 
Tyler, Zachary Taylor. Millard Fill- 
more, Andrew Johnson, James A. 
Garfield. Chester A. Arthur and 
Warren G. Harding. 

Q. How are railroad rails secured 
to the ground?—C. M. B. 

A. Rails are securely spiked to 
the crossties and the ties are firmly 
embedded in ballast or the embank- 
ment. 

Q. Was there ever a time when a 

green light meant stop and a red 
light meant go?—D. L. O. 

A. You are probably referring to 
the traffic control tower at the 
intersection of Fifth avenue and 
Forty-second street in New York 
City, installed in March. 1920. The 
tower had six lighting units, three 
facing north and three south, each 
unit having a red. amber and green 
lens. Red stopped all traffic, green 
stopped north and south traffic, and 
amber stopped cross traffic. New 
York changed to the present system 
in 1924 for the sake of uniformity. 

Q. What American criminal is 
considered the greatest killer?— 
S. P. 

A. Stewart H. Holbrook, in "Mur- 
der Out Yonder,” speaks of Harry 
Orchard as the ‘‘greatest killer in 
America's long list of notable kill- 
ers.” He is known to have com- 

mitted 31 murders. 

Q. Has the United States Civil 
Service Commission any openings 
for civilian employes in Japan?—S. 
E. H. 

A. The Civil Service Commission 
says that there are no opportunities 
for civil service employes to go to 
Japan. 

Q. How did the expression “to pull 
the wool over his eyes" originate?— 
R. B. J. 

A. The phrase is said to be traced 
to English courts, the judges of 
which wore wigs. Literally, if a wig. 
is lowered over the eyes, one cannot 
see the situation clearly. 

Q. What Is the proper arrange- 
ment of the ribbons of decorations 
on a naval uniform? How far apart1 
are the ribbons placed and how 
many in each row?—G. W. 

A. Ribbons of decorations, medals 
and badges are worn in horizontal 
rows of three each without intervals 
between the ribbons, and the rows 
should be spaced inch apart. If 
not in multiples of three, the upper 
row should contain the lesser num- 
ber. 

Q. Is it* still possible for a war- 
rant officer to transfer to the Regu- 
lar Navy?—W. J. T. 

A. The Navy Department an- 
nounced recently that, because of 
the large number of applications re- j celved and the high quality of the 
applicants, it had become necessary 
to suspend applications after July 
20. Commanding officers and com- 
mandants of naval districts were 
directed not to accept applications 
after that date. 

GOLDEN DIPT 
well'recommended 
Chefs in leading hotels and restaurants from 
coast to coast use Golden Dipt because it is 

economical, saves time, eliminates batter 
and, above all... foods prepared with Golden 
Dipt delight guests. 

< It has been tested by the American Culinary 
Federation, and approved. 

Keep Golden Dipt handy... leading chefs do. 

--- 

MARVINS H 
HOME OF MAGIC CREDIT 

726-734 7th St. N.W. Open daily and Sat. to 6 P.M. Dl. 1549 
WASHINGTON'S LARGEST CREDIT STORE 

Flattering New Fall 

DRESSES 

Ladies choose your stun- 
ning half-size rayon dress 
with a richly printed rayon 
jersey top and dramatic 
black skirt. Short sleeves 
and flattering, bowed neck- 
line. Sizes 18 V2 to 24 V2. 

Pay Aro Money Down 

McLemore— 
Goes to the Dogs 
And Still Smjles 

By Henry McLemore 
DAYTONA BEACH. Fla—Cindy 

was down on the beach, chasing a 
sand crab in company with a Dal- 
matian and a mutt, when I read 
in Time maga- 

u c ii a a 

black-and-white, 
smooth haired 
fox terrier, Ben, 
belonging to Al- 
fred Brissenden, 
a night watch- 
man of Green 
street, Royston, 
H e r t f o rdshire, 
England, could 
talk. 
If Time's Green 

street, Royston, 
H e r t f ordshire, 
XL n g a n a uug 

correspondent is HtnrT McL*m»r«- 

to be trusted (and I would just as, 

lief have my tongue cut out, or myi 
subscription to Newsweek canceled,! 
as to doubt him), this Ben says, 
"I want one,” whenever Night 
Watchman Brissenden passes a bis- 
cuit to Mrs. Brissenden, or Mrs. 
Brissenden, who isn't a night watch- 
man, passes a biscuit to Mr. Bris- 
senden. 

Calls Cindy on Carpet. 
The minute I read about Ben, 

I called Cindy. Quicker than you 
can say Clare Boothe Brokaw Luce, 
I had Cindy on the carpet—a place 
she adores, despite all our efforts. 

“What do you want, Master?” 
she asked. 

“Call me Legs,” I said. “Isn't; 
that what all well-bred dogs call 
their masters in stories where dogs 
join in the conversation?” 

“All right, all right,” Cindy came 
back. “What do you want. Legs?” 

“I want to read you this,” I said, 
showing her the Time article. 

“I haven’t my glasses.” she said. 
“And, when I went down to the 
beach, I forgot where I left them."! 

“They are upstairs under the 
cedar chest.” I told Cindy. “Go 
up and get them.” 

I whistled, and. pointing to the 
stairs, said. Sic em. 

Cindy cocked an ear and looked. 
at me. 

“That's no way to talk to a dog,! 
Legs—I mean Master,” she said. 
"Listen, you are supposed to talk 
baby talk to a dog. Nice puppy. 
Sweet, sweet puppy, and that sort 
of thing. After all. remember, 11 
am man's best friend.” 

"That's right," I said. 
“Sure as hootin’, I’m right,” Cindy! 

said. “When Jean kicks you out of 
the house, when the cupboard is 
bare, when you haven’t even a collar 
to your name, who do you think 
will be standing by your side?” 

“The sheriff,” I said. 
“That’s right, but who’ll be by 

the sheriff’s side? Cindy. Me.! 
•Cindy. I. Those pronouns throw 
me. you know.” 

She licked the feathers on her 
right front leg and continued: 

“Didn't you ever read Senator 
Vest’s tribute to a dog? Jtfo, I guess 
you didn't. Read it sometime, and 
you’ll understand why we dogs have 
an unwritten law which requires us 
to be faithful to our owners, come 
what may.” 

I asked Cindy if she had ever 
wanted to desert me. 

“A thousand times, Bud. a thou- 
sand times,” she answered. “Remem- 
ber when I was a little, little pup, and 
we were living in that apartment on1 
Madison avenue in New York, and 
you used to keep me in the bath- 
room? I used to cry, remember, be- 
cause I was lonesome for Dixie. 
That's my mother. And remember, 
how you would come in the bath-1 
room and slap me on the rear to try * 

to make me be quiet? I hated you! 
then. Just as I hated you the other* 
day when you washed me, and: 
didn’t have the sense, or was In too 
much of a hurry, to first lather my 
neck so the fleas wouldn't run down 
on my nose and into my ears.” 

“Cut the chatter, pup,” I said. 
“Go get your glasses. I wdnt you to 
read this.” I 

a matron at seven. 
It took Cindy quite a while to get 

her glasses. She really isn't a pup 
any more. She used to gallop up 
the stairs, all four feet working. 
Now she galumphs up—her hind feet 
pushing until her front feet land on 
the next step. She's a matron. She’s 
seven. But she found the glasses, 
and came back and asked what I had 
for her to fead. 

She looked it over very carefully. 
Read it twice, and the second time 
she moved her lip6, as if to be.sure 
she got the full meaning. 

“What about it?” she asked when 
she had finished reading. 

"Pretty remarkable, don’t you 
think,” I said. 

“What's so remarkable about 
that?” she asked right back. 

“Why the English dog talks,” I 
said. "Can you speak?” 

"Not a word,” she answered. 
She waved her tail toward the In- 

coming rollers. She rolled an eye. 
She licked my hand. She went back 
to the Deach. She knew I under- 
stood her, and that I wouldn't swap 
her for all the talking dogs in the 
world. 
(Dlatributed by McNaught Syndicate, Inc.) 
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Harold L. I ekes 

Man to Man 
Congress Should Not Allow Itself 
To Be By-Passed by Military Junta 

Recently the President set up what he chose to call an "elder 
statesmen’s organization for national defense.” Without giving 
the public a chance to express itself, he named an exclusive aris- 

tocracy of 10 top wartime Army, Navy and air leaders to function 
in peacetime "on a consultative basis.” 

During their lives, these military nobles are to have "all the 
salaries anu emuiuuieiii/5 paiu iu, 
them during the war,” to keep them 
from having “to go to work for an 

advertising agency or an airplane 
company to_ i 
mue a living, 
as the President 
put it. By all 
means let us 

give them more 
money if their 
retirement pay is 
not enough. 

But to a junta 
of military men 

the people ought 
to object. I 
wonder whether 
such an act, 
fraught with 
sucn dangerous- 
implications, has Harold l. icke». 

ever before occurred in America or 
has had so little attention paid to it. 

These men will have the power 
that goes with a permanent life 
status. They will overlap adminis- 
trations and thus will become even 
more powerful. Congress should 
not allow itself to be by-passed in 
such an important matter as this. 

Cites Appointments. 
Even before this revolutionary act 

an the part of the President, I had 
noted with concern the number of 
military men who were penetrating 
Into our civilian Government. For 
example, there is Admiral William 
D. Leahy, constant companion, con- 
fidant and consultant of the Presi- 
dent. I greatly respect Admiral 
Leahy as a naval officer, but I 
think that his appointment by Pres- 
ident Roosevelt as Ambassador to 
France was a mistake. His sym- 
pathetic association with Marshal 
Petain, who operated by grace of i 
Hitler, was not good for France! 
and it was even less good for us. 

I like and admire Gen. George C. 
Marshall, too. I understand why it! 
seemed necessary to send him to 
China to repair the, damage done 
by another military man. the the- 
atrical Maj. Gen. Patrick J. Hurley. 
My feeling for Lt. Gen. Walter 
Bedell Smith was such that I of- 
fered him a position in the Interior 
Department. I noted with satis- 
faction that Gen. Smith went to 
Moscow in civilian clothes. Admiral 
Kirk has only recently been replaced 
as our Ambassador to Italy. 

Then, there is the redoubtable 
Maj. Gen. Leslie R. Groves, self-ap- j 
pointed guardian of the atom)', 
bomb, which he neither cone®' cd 
nor put together, and wv .3 re- 

ported to have ri the whole 
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project at its Inception. As the 
assumed immaculate concelver of it, 
he wanted to bring it up on a mili- 
tary bottle. 

Headmg the War Assets Admin- 
istration, the agency for disposal of 
the vast supplies left after the war, 
is another man in uniform, Maj. 
Gen. Robert Littlejohn, the suc- 
cessor to Lt. Gen. E. B. Gregory, 
who, as quartermaster general, had 
bought and assembled many of 
these supplies. 

Intelligence Authority. 
Recently the President established 

a National Intelligence Authority, 
at the head of which he placed Mis- 
souri-born Rear Admiral Sidney W. 
Souers, since succeeded by Lt. Gen. 
Hoyt S. Vandenberg. Chiefs of the 

principal divisions of the authority 
are likewise men who are ac- 

customed to being saluted: Col. W. 
W. Quinn, Maj. Gen. Stephen J. 
Chamberlin and Rear Admiral T. B. 

Inglis. Thus every item of foreign 
intelligence will be interpreted, and 
recommendations made, in the light 
of military considerations. 

Then there is Missouri-born Gen 
Dmar N. Bradley, head of the Vet- 
>rans' Administration: Maj. Gen 
Lewis B. Hershey, director of selec- 
tive service, traditionally a civilian 
jost, and Commodore James K 
tfardaman, jr., also a Missourian, a 

member of the Federal Reserve 
Board. 

President Truman has set one or 

the worst possible precedents. The 
Government of this country was in- 
tended by the founding fathers to 
be operated by civilians, not by pro- 
fessional soldiers. It should be 

kept so. 
(Copyright, 1946.) 
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