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Action Expected Soon 
On Repatriating Japs 
From Southeast Asia 

i 
By the Associoted Pre*$ 

An Anglo-American decision to 

speed the return home from South- 
east Asia of more than 100.000 Japa- 
nese reportedly is in the making to- 

day. 
Its objective obviously is to pull 

the rug from under any possible 
Russian contention that this coun- 

try has sanctioned the use of "slave 
labor." 

Officials familiar with the discus- 
sions now going on told a reporter 
that an announcement probably will 

j be issued in a week or 10 days, de- 
! pending on the shipping situation in 
-the Far Pacific. 

These officials said it was the 

j shipping situation, now improving— 
plus the task of corralling the scat- 
tered Japanese—that has been re- 

sponsible for the delays. They add- 
ed that they expect the task to be 
completed by year's end. 

Strong Obstacle Met. 
In line with the Potsdam Big 

Three declaration calling on Allied 
governments to permit prisoners of 
war to return home, the State De- 

Ipartment’s stand has been taken in 
it he face of a strong desire by some 
i former occupied countries to use the 
prisoners for reconstruction work. 

■While sympathetic over the plight 
of these countries, the State Depart- 
ment nevertheless has taken the 

; position that American indorsement 
j would be inconsistent with current 

[ American demands for the repatri- 
ation of about 800.000 Japanese 
troops captured by the Red Army 
in Manchuria and Northern Korea. 

The task of rounding up the Japa- 
nese in Southeast Asia fell to the 
British Tommies in that area—the 
Southeast Asia Command—with 
Gen. MacArthur's headquarters re- 

sponsible for providing the shipping 
for repatriation. 

Bearing directly on the reported 
! speed-up decision is the breakdown 
j in negotiations between Russian 
and MacArthur representatives 
earlier this year over the estimated 
800.000 Japanese troops held by 
Soviet forces. 

Ambassador George Atcheson. jr 
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chief of Gen. MacArthurs diplo- 
matic section, told newsmen several 
days ago that he had informed Gen. 
Kuzma Derevyanko. Soviet member 
of the Allied Council, that shipping 
was available for repatriation of all 
Japanese from'the Asiatic continent. 

Gen. Derevyanko was reported to 
have taken the position that he was 
authorized to discuss the repatria- 
tion of only Japanese civilians from 
North Korea, and •'certai* Japanese 
civilians from south Manchuria 

Mr Ateheson's action in throwing 
the spotlight on the former Japa- 
nese troops still in Russian hands 

was tantamount to diplomatic pres- 
sure on the Soviet government. 

But, at the same time, the spot- 
light reflected on the delay in re- 

turning Japanese in Anglo-American 
territory. Hence diplomatic officials 
acknowledged that this country was 

anxious to avoid any pot-calling- 
the-kettle-black argument by Rus- 
sia. 

It has been estimated unofficially 
that about 610,000 Japanese have 
been returned to Japan from South- 
east Asia. Here is how the remaining 
Japanese in that part of the world 
are presently disposed: 

Malaya. 49.000; Burma, 34.000; 

Siam. 9.500; Sumatra, 8,000; Jar a 

11.500, and French Indochina. 704 
most of whom are being held In 
connection with war crimes cases. 

Of this group, diplomatic officials 
sav only about 20 per cent have 
been used for reconstruction w/ork 
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Trim, Fitted Coat with 
cuffed sleeves and yoke 
in one, flared skirt. \ 
1 00°o All-wool fabric in 

i Black Grey, Blue, Green, 
% Coral, Brown, 10-20. 
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\ ALL-WOOL CLASSIC 
COVERTS 

825*50 
All-wool Covert Box 
Coat — your y ear-round 
favorite1 Flange shoul- | 
ders, wide lapels, novel 

| pockets. Comes in | 
| Misses' sizes, new 

shades 

FUR LINED 
BOX COAT 
*35-°« 

Your Classic Box Coat 
takes on a Lambskin 1 in 

I ing for added warmth 
during the Winter 
months. In Grey, Blue, 
Brown and Green. Sizes 
10 18. 

ALL-WOOL FUR 
TRIMMED 

*3 9-00 No To, 

All-wool Cloth Coats 
lavishly trimmed with a 

large selection of rich 
furs. Shorty and full- 
length styles. For Jun- 
iors, Misses and Women. 

SMART WINTER SUITS I 
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Adaptable new Winter suits 
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styles. Widened shoulders, 
neatly nipped waists, pleated 
all around skirts. Stripes and 
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FOR THE TINY TOTS 
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Girls' Leggings with Coots to 
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Coots, some fur trimmed, in 
the group. Sizes 1 to 3, 3 
to 6 ond 7 to 12. 
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| ALL-WOOL SWEATERS 
S: All-wool Clossic Slipovers and 

$2.98 
Cardigans in brilliant colors, 
for sizes 32 to 40. Absolute 
perfection for school, office, 
town, country. Large selec- 
tion. 
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COTTON PRINT 
PAJAMAS 

$2.98 
New, fully cut Cotton Pajamas 

| in colorful and monotone 

| prints. Smartly tailored; 
| white piping edges the collar, 

front ond pocket. Come in 

sizes 34 to 40. 
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NEW WINTER SKIRTS 

$2.98 * $8.95 
You'll want several of these 
mixable, matchable skirts. 
Gored, Pleated, Plain and 
Wrap-around styles in pretty 
plaids, checks and solids. 
Wools and mixtures, 24-32. 

--•- 

i 4 


