
Novel Ignores Christian Beliefs, 
But Shows Spirit of Reverence 
KING JESUS 

By Robert Graves. (Creative Age; $3.) 
Although this novel has received 

a recommendation from the Relig- 
ious Boole Club, it seems to me like- 
ly that it will anger some religious 
people. There is 
a great deal in it 
which rune 

counter to the 
teachings of 
the Christian 
churches. None- 
theless, no one 
will be able to 
accuse Robert 
Graves of an ir- 
reverent spirit 
o r sensational 
methods. He 
contradicts the 
doctrine of the 
divine birth of 
Jesus, but, of Mr. Grtni 
Jesus Himseii, ms interpretation is, 
as he says in a commentary, that 
Re was "more uncompromising, 
more consistent and more loyal to 
his God than even most Christians 
allow.” 

The book is a scholarly effort to 
make a logical life history out of 
the myths and legends about Jesus' 
existence. Hebrew, Aramaic. Egyp- 
tian, Greek and Roman mythologies 
overlay one another in the totality 
of the Jesus story. Mr. Graves has 
undertaken to evaluate the great 
body of them in their relation to 
one another. 

To that end, he tells his story 
through the mouth of Agabus the 
Decapolitan and sets the date of 
the telling as A.D. 93. As he puts it, 
the doctrine of the divine birth 
“cannot be traced earlier than the 

Uncle Joshua Beene 
'Ruled' in Texas 
JOSHUA BEENE AND GOD 

By Jewel Gibson (Random 
House; $2.50.) 

Reviewed bv 
J. N. HAMILTON. 

Judge Joshua Ebenezer Beene 
ruled Spring Creek. He and God 
and the little black books into which 
Josh Beene wrote the sins of the 
Spring Creek folk held sway with an 

Indomitable will that none could 
contest. Josh Beene was a salty 
character—so salty that many, per- 
haps, would judge him slightly 
blasphemous. But then, Josh Beene 
only called down his Lord three 
times to talk to Him. All his life,! 
this self-styled prophet of Jehovah j 
“fit'’ the Baptists, the Holy Rollers 
and backsliders from his church, the j 
Church of Christ. How he accom- 

plished his ••victories” and ruled 
with a hand of iron untempered 
With the velvet glove makes whimsi-j 
eal. back-woodsv, oftimes hilarious 
reading. 

It is evident throughout the book 
that Jewel Gibeon. who hails from 
Texas, is thoroughly familiar with 
her characters. The story of Josh 
Beene is one that would fall flat had 
it not been told by some one who 
knew the characters intimately- 
had lived among them and studied 
them. Readers not familiar with 
the world’s Uncle Josh Beenes would 
call them unbelievable. They exist, 
and Miss Gibson has drawn them 
with an understanding pen. 

isecond century A.D.;” hence it is 
possible for him to attribute to 

■ Agabus, with all innocence, the 
; theory which he has worked out. 
That theory is indicated by his 
title. He has Agabus report that 
Jesus was really the mortal king of 
the Jews, the legal heir to Herod's 
throne. He was. says Agabus-Graves. 
the son of Herod's son, Prince 
Antlpater, who, at the suggestion of 
the high priest of Jerusalem, con- 
tracted a secret marriage with Mary, 
who was a temple ward Antipater 
was executed by his jealous father 
before the marriage was acknow- 
ledged, and Mary sought protec- 
tion with Joseph, to whom she had 
previously been betrothed. 

Jesus, made aware of His royal 
'descent, was duly, though secretly,i 
'annotated by the high priest's 
'party. He was. however, a prophet, 
not a politician. He had the gifts 
of the prophet—God spoke through 
His mouth, He was capable of con- 

trolling and swaying His hearers. 
He had the power of healing by- 
faith. He undertook to purify the 
religious practices of His people 
rather than to make Himself king 

Mr. Graves carries through the 
whole story of Jesus’ public teach- 
ing in this manner. Most of the 
episodes of the Christian faith 
come into his story, but with altered 

; context. In his account of the 
death, for instance, he has Jesus 
seek martyTdom according to Zech- 
ariah’s prophecy of the Worthless 
Shepherd, whose truth was recog- 
nized only when he had been slain 
for his folly. Judas is consequently- 
held guiltless of betrayal. Pilate,: 
aware of Jesus’ royal birth, offers 
Him Rome’s backing in His kingship. 
When Jesus refuses, Pilate then 
makes a deal with the reigning 
Herod, agreeing to crucify the right- 
ful heir in return for a bribe. 

I have no wish to offend any one,! 
but I found this book more interest- 
ing than any of the other novels re- 

cently done on the life of Christ. It 
probably will be difficult for my 
readers to believe that a work 
which goes so directly counter to 
the teachings of Christ’s churches 
can also be reverent in spirit, but 
such this one is. The best test will 
be for you to read it yourself and 
see. M.-C. R. 

New Mystery Novels 
Best Detective Stories of the Year, 

edited by David C. Cooke. (Dutton.) 
Fourteen short stories taken from 
magazines. Good selection. 

This Deadly Dark, by Lee Wilson 
(Dodd. Mead, i A prize-winning 
mystery in which a reporter brings a 
murderer to book. 

The Hollow, by Agatha Christie. 
(Dodd, Mead.) Hercule Poirot solves 
a crime in good British society. 

The Bright Face of Danger, by 
Julius Fast. (Rinehart.) Psycho- 
logical tangle in which a woman 
comes to believe herself a murderer. 

The Woman Swore Revenge, by 
Inez Haynes Irwin. (Random House.) 
A woman is murdered in a house 
known to be possessed of a polter- 
geist. Well worked out. ; 

The Last Straw, by lone Sandberg 
Shriber.- (Rinehart.) Hostile in-1 
laws brand an innocent woman a 
murderer. 
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Spanish 
For All! 

by 
Roberto B. Sanz 

Cloth: $2 Paper: $1 
... "For any one who wants 
to approach in all serious- 
ness the job of learning 
Spanish well, it seems to me that Sanz's book is just about 
the best I have seen"—says HENRY A. WALLACE, former 
Secretary of Commerce. 

SPANISH FOR ALL answers the needs respectively of the 
beginner, the intermediate, and the expert! Spanish for All 
does away with all the boring and complicated procedures 
so often associated with language study. 
AFTER LEARNING ONLY THE FIRST TWO LESSONS, 

the beginner can start speaking with a 

variety of simple sentences. Words, 
phrases, and sentences requiring special 
attention stand out visually in vivid red 
ink. In from three to six months, children 
as well as adults, who have studied this 
famous "SANZ METHOD" have learned 
to speak and write Spanish with fluency! 

I BRINTANO'S, 1322 F Sr. N.W., WASHINGTON 4, D.C. 

Please send me ( ) copies of SPANISH FOR ALL at I 

J $2.00 (cloth) or $1.00 (paper) per copy. I 

I O Money enclosed. □ Charge to my account. 
I j 
A'aet*_ | 

(Please Print Plainly) 

| Addrttt_ J 
! City_Zee*-—.Stmit_,_S ! 
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S-1—"I MMORTAl WIFE"— 
Irving Stone. Thrilling story of Jes- 

— sie Benton Fremont, w^iose life 
made marriage richer for all Amer- 
ican women. (Orig. $3.00) $1.49 
S-2—"CONGO SONG' —Stuart 
Cloete. 9 men and 1 woman in on 

exciting novel of love and intrigue 
in the tropics_ 49e 

S-3—"WEIRD TALES OF TERROR" 
AND DETECTION"—H. F. Heard. 
Psychological horror stories, spine- 
chilling and original. (Orig. $2.50) 

$1 
S-4—"ANOTHER CLAUDIA"— 
Rose Franken. Claudia comes of 
age in this frank, intimate story of 
real marriage. (Orig. $2.50) $1 
S-5—"CLUNY BROWN''—Mar- 
gery Sharp The unpredictable 
niece of a plumber throws Devon's 
British aristocracy for a loop! 49e 

S-6—"ALSO THE HILLS"—Fran- 
ces Parkinson Keyes. The scene 
shifts from New England to war- 
time Washington, from o small 
town Army post to a tense court- 
room! (Orig. $3.00' $1.40 
S-7—"GREEN HAZARD"—Man- 
ning Coles. Tommy Hombledon, 
secret agent extraordinary, goes 
back to Berlin_ 49e 

S-8—"MILLIE'S DAUGHTER"— 
Donald Henderson Clarke. How 
Millie, who "met the wrong men," 
guided her daughter, Honey, 
through life's pitfalls_49e 
S-9—"DAMON RUNYON OMNI- 
BUS"—Damon Runyon. Over 500 
pages by Damon the Great, the 
master story-teller_$1.49 
S-10—"ALWAYS WITH ME"— 
Morgaret Nichols. Love came eas- 

ily to Rebecca and her young lieu- 
tenant, but would their marriage 
survive the temptations that come 
later? _ 49c 

S-ll—"BURNED FINGERS"— 
Kathleen Norris. The tender, 
heart-warming story of a girl who 
was young, lovely andjmuch too 
naive for her own good. (Orig. 
$2) $1 
S-12—"LOST IN THE HORSE 
LATITUDES"—H. Allen Smith. 
The Low Man on a Totem Pole 
turns his own camera on Holly- 
wood! (Orig. $2)_$1 
S-13—"THE MIDDLE-AGED MAN 
ON THE FLYING TRAPEZE"— 
James Thurber. A collection of 
wonderfully screwy stories dreamed 
up by the one and only Thurber. 
(Orig. $2 )_$1 
s-l 4—"NODS AND BECKS"— 
Franklin P. Adams. A scintillat- 
ing collection of the writings of 
F. P. A of "Information, Please!" 
(Orig. $2)_$1 
S-l 5—"CAPTAIN FROM CAS- 
TILE"—Samuel Shellaborger. The 
story of Pedro de Vargos, who suc- 

cessfully fought intrigue and hard- 
ship for the sake of gold, glory and 
love. (Orig. $3)_$1 
S-16—"SPANISH CAPE MYS- 
TERY"—Ellery Queen. The maes- 
tro of murder discovers why Marco 
wos found in his beach chair with 
an ugly red line around his 
neck -49e 

S-l7—"THE CITY OF TREM- 
BLING LEAVES"—Wolter Von 
Tilburg Clark. A full-blooded, in- 
tense novel of boyhood in old Ne- 
vada. (Orig. $3)_$1.49 
S-l 8—"THERE WAS AN OLD 
WOMAN"—Ellery Queen. About 
o ruthless killer who fits his cold- 
blooded crimes into the pottern of 
a Mother Goose rhyme. (Orig. 
$2) ...$1 
S-l9—"THE BRICK FOXHOLE" 
•—Richard Brooks. A stirring 
novel full of suspense, written with 
powerful literory power. (Orig. 
$2.50) __ $1 
S-20—"BURNING GOLD"—Rob- 
ert Hardy Andrews. The story of 
a restless young doctor who fled 
from England's most beautiful 
woman to savage Tortuga, "the 
most dangerous island on earth." 
(Orig. $3) _$1 
S-21—"THE GREAT WOMEN 
DETECTIVES AND CRIMINALS" 
(The Female of the Species)—Ed. 
by Ellery Queen. 17 lody sleuths 
and 4 notorious women of the 
underworld who will keep you 
entranced. 21 sections. (Orig. 
$2.50) _ $1 
S-22—"MOST SECRET" —Nevil 
Shute. The driving compulsion of 
hate turns 4 normal, decent young 
men into a pitiless avenging force, 
armed with the grimmest weapon 
of war: fire. (Orig $2.50)_$1 

BOOKS 
YOU'LL WANT TO READ 

49' to *2.00 
S-23—"CHICKEN EVERY SUN- 
DAY"—Rosemary Taylor. Gleeful 
gossip of a woman who ran a 

boarding house for fun, made it a 

howling success_49c 

S-24—"REHEARSAL FOR LOVE" 
-—Faith Baldwin. A Manhattan 
"Girl Friday" chooses between her 
self-made, dynamic boss and on 

attractive playwright from the So- 
cial Register_49e 
S-25—"THE FACE IS FAMILIAR" 
-—Ogden Nash. 281 poems of 
nimble wit and humor, selected by 
the author. 31 brand-new. (Orig. 
$2,751 _ $1 
S-26—"THE WELL OF LONELI- 
NESS"—Radclyffe Hall. A poig- 
nant novel about a woman, mascu- 
line by nature, who motured in ac- 
cordance with that nature- $1.49 
S-27—"THE GREAT MISTAKE" 
*—Mary Roberts Rinehart. Top- 
flight murder mystery by the un- 

challenged queen of American 
bafflement_49c 
S-28—"MARTA OF MUSCOVY" 
—Phil Strong. From a humble 
cottage to the throne of all the 
Russias went illiterate Marta, the 
shrewd and passionate peasant who 
became the wife of Peter the Great. 
(Orig. $2.50' _ $1 
S-29—"PRODIGAL WOMEN"— 
Nancy Hale. A novel that bares 
the souls of 3 women in love—- 
during the untrammeled 'Twenties. 
'Orig. $3). $1.49 
S-30—"A LION IS IN THE 
STREETS"—Adria Locke Langley. 
He was born to lead—whether for 
good or evil, the woman who loved 
him had to decide. (Orig. $3) ..$1 
$-31—"I AM GAZING INTO MY 
8-BALL"—Earl Wilson. Enter- 
taining strip-tease of Hollywood 
and Broadway entertainers in their 
off-stage moments. (Orig. $21,79c 
S-32—"CAN YOU TOP THIS?"— 
Senator Ed Ford, Horry Hershfield 
and Joe Laurie, Jr. Three radio 
gagsters turn out a collection of 
the jokes that have been break- 
ing studio laughmeters. (Orig. 
$2 50) -$1 
S-33—"CLAUDIA"—Rose Frank- 
en. Charming, sophisticated story 
of marriage from which the Broad- 
way smash-hit was mode. (Orig. 
$2.50) _$1 
S-34—"CLAUDIA AND DAVID" 
-—Rose Franken. A welcome se- 

quel to "Claudia," which main- 
tains its fresh charm. (Orig. 
$2.50) _ $1 
S-35—"LIFE IN A PUTTY KNIFE 
FACTORY"—H. Allen Smith. Jam- 
packed with laughs, stores replete 
with zany characters. (Orig. 
$2.00) _$1 
$.36—"THE FIRST SAINT OMNI- 
BUS"—Leslie Charteris The 
Saint's first anthology, from his 
earliest adventures to recent ones. 

(Orig. $2.50). .-$1.49 

Famous Novels by 
THORNE SMITH 

S-37—"TOPPIR"—Problems Mr. 
Topper faces in a hilorious laugh 
classic .._ __$| 
S-38—"THE STRAY LAMB"— 
Riotous adventures of Mr. T. 
Lawrence Lamb__$1 
S-39—"THE PASSIONATE 
WITCH"—Uninhibited tale of a 
man who married a witch_$1 
S-40—"TURNABOUT" — The 
laughoble tale of the revenge of 
an Egyption god on a young 
married couple _ $1 
S-41—"TOPPER TAKES A TRIP" 
—Mod and impossible happenings 
on the Riviera.. $1 
S-42—"THE GLORIOUS POOL"— 
Whot happened to three people 
who found youth again_. $1 
S-43—"DID SHE FALL?"—Com- 
bines chuckles ond chills..- SI 
S-44—"RAIN IN THE DOOR- 
WAY"—Delightfully scondalous 
tale of a world without inhibitions, 

51 

S-45—"THE BISHOP'S JAEGERS" 
—A breothtakmg story about a 
nudist colony_$| 
S-46—"SKIN AND BONES''—Side 
splitting odventures of an unwitting 
skeleton _ $1 
S-47—"THE NIGHT LIFE OF THE 
GODS'—Seven god and goddess 
statues come to life !--$1 
S-48—"SO LITTLE TIME"—J. P. 
Marquand. Brilliant satire and 
sporkling humor combined in this 
novel of on America between two 
wars. (Orig. $2.75)_$1.49 
S-49—"R IDE WITH M E"— 
Thomas B. Costain. Story of a 

young newspaper publisher who 
fought Napoleon with pen and 
sword—but who loved a girl whose 
name was linked with that of the 
Emperor. (Orig. $3 I _■_ $1 
S-50—"COMING HOME"—Lester 
Cohen. A fighting Marine battles 
against evil at home for the girl 
he loves. (Orig. $2.75)_$1 
S-51—"THREE O'CLOCK DIN- 
NER"—Josephine Pinckney. Lus- 
cious, dubious Lorena married Tat 
Redcliff—shaming his aristocratic 
family—and leading to a situation 
which crackles with excitement. 
(Orig. $2.50)_$1 
S-52—"RICKSHAW BOY"—Lou- 
Show. Tale of a Chinese country 
boy who came to teeming Peking 
with all its temptations and revo- 

lutionary ideas. (Orig. $2.75)-$l • 

S-53—"LOW MAN ON A TOTEM 
POLE"—H. Allen Smith. The 
funniest book yet about Broadway 
celebrities. (Orig. $21_ $1 
S-54—"THE EARLY WORM"— 
Robert Benchley. Collection of 47 
adventures in confusion from the 
writings of the beloved late Robert 
Benchley. (Orig. $2)_$1 
S-55—"STORIES FOR MEN"— 
Ed. by Charles Grayson. 35 ro- 
bust tales by writers like Heming- 
way, Foulkner and Cain. (Orig. 
$2.50) ..-$1.49 
S-56—"THE RAZOR'S EDGE"— 
Somerset Maughan. A beautiful 
sweetheart, riches ond friends, 
Lorry Darrell gave them all up for 
a greater passion. (Orig. $2.75) $1 
S-57—"HALF A HUNDRED 
STORIES FOR MEN"—Compiled 
by Chorles Grayson. A treasury of 
fresh material by this country's 
most distinguished writers. (Orig. 
$6) ._ $1.49 
S-58—"THE GREAT SPORTS DE- 
TECTIVE STORIES"—Ed by Ellery 
Queen. Only collection of its kind 
ever published. An exciting mix- 
ture of sports and mystery. (Orig. 
$2.50) _,...$! 
S-59—"LUSTY WIND FOR CAR- 
OLINA"—Inglis Fletcher. Swash- 
buckling novel of pirates and pas- 
sion. Rough, bawdy living on the 
fringe of the wilderness. (Orig. 
$3) -A...$1.49 
S-60—"THIS IS PHOTOGRAPHY: 
ITS MEANS AND ENDS"—Thomas 
H. Miller and Wyatt Brummitt. 
Complete, authoritative guide to 
the art of photography. Just pub- 
lished __$2 
S-61—"MUTINY IN JANUARY" 
•—Carl Van Doren. The exciting 
story of a crisis in the Continental 
Army, told for the first time. Illus- 
trated. (Orig. $3)_$1.49 
S-62—"THE EMPEROR'S PHYSI- 
CIAN"—J. R. Perkins. An il- 
luminating picture of New Testa- 
ment times, of Luke in the yedr 
he knew Jesus. (Orig. $2.75) $1 
S-63—"A WOMAN'S BEST 
YEARS"—W. Beran Wolfe, M. D. 
A practical technique for retaining 
love ond youth and meeting the 
challenge of the years. (Orig. 
$1.96) _ $1 
S-64—"A BELL FOR ADANO"— 
John Hersev. About American 
Major Joppolo and how he helped 
bring bock liberty and pride to on 
Italian town. (Orig. $2.50)_$1 • 

S-65—"THE MYSTERY CHEF'S 
OWN COOK BOOK"—Radios 
Mystery Chef presents co-ordinated 
recipes, entire dinners with com- 

plete instructions. Includes direc- 
tions for home canning_$1 

S-66—"I MARRIED ADVEN-^ 
TURE"—Osa Johnson. Her excit- 
ing married life took her through 
jungles, introduced her to canni- 
bals, earned for her the title of 
"the first lady of exploration." 61 
illustrations. (Orig. $3.50)-$1.49 
S-67—"GREEN DOLPHIN 
STREET"—Elizabeth tSoudge. He 
loved the beautiful blue-eyed 
loughing Margurite, but sent holf- 
way around the world for the dom- 
inating, possessive Marianne. 
(Orig. $3)_ ..-$1.49 
S-68—"THE STORY OF MAN- 
KIND"—H. W. Van Loon. With 
his illustrations, color frontispice, 
16 new drawings on tint panels. 
(Orig. $5)-$1 
S-69—"THE STORY OF PHILOS- 
OPHY"—Will Durant. The epoch- 
making history of humans as great 
thinkers down through the ages, $1 
S-70—"VAN LOON'S GEOG- 
RAPHY"—H. W. Van Loon. De- 
lightfully told stories of rivers, 
mountains and other physical fea- 
tures of the world. 122 line 
drowings by the author. (Orig 
$3.75)_ $1.49 
S-71—"LONG, LONG AGO"— 
Alexander Woollcott. The first 
and only book of his own writing 
since "While Rome Burns"; stories, 
sketches, anecdotes and personali- 
ties. (Orig. $2.75)_$1 
S-72—"LIVING BIOGRAPHIES 
OF GREAT PHILOSOPHERS"— 
Thomas. The ideas of these great 
masters will help you get more out 
of life. From Socrates to San- 
tayana _ $1 
S-73—"LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF 
FAMOUS MEN"—Thomas. Men 
whose lives have influenced all 
phases of life. From Columbus to 
Lenin._$| 
S-74—"LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF 
FAMOUS WOMEN" — Thomas. 
Passionate, learned and inspired 
women whose names live in history. 
From Cleopatra to Mme. Chiang 
Kai-shek. _$1 
S-75—"CHINA TO ME"—Emily 
Hahn. She made friends with the 
Chinese, matched wits with Japan, 
married a Chinese for convenience 
and presented an Englishman in 
Hong Konk with a baby_$1.49 
S-T6—"INNOCENT MERRI- 
MENT: "An Anthology of Light 
Verse." Selected by F. P. A. of 
"Information, Please." 390 poems 
for your enjoyment. (Orig. $3). 

$1.49 
S-77—"THE GLORIOUS ADVEN- 
TURE"—Richard Halliburton. On 
the trail of Ulysses, past Circe and 
the sirens (Orig. $5)_$1 
S-78—"NEW WORLDS TO CON- 
QUER"—R ichard Halliburton. The 
irrepressible globe trotter follows 
the trail Cortez blazed through 
Mexico and Central America. 
(Orig. $5.001_$1 

S-79—"SEVEN LEAGUE BOOTS" 
—Richard Halliburton. He fol- 
lows the trail of Hannibal across 
the Alps and astride a bull ele- 
phant. Dozens of other adven- 
tures. (Orig. $3.50)_$1 
$-80—"THE FLYING CARPET"— 
Richard Halliburton. Daring air- 
plane escapes over Europe, Asia 
and Africa. (Orig. $3.75)_$1 
S-81—"THE HANDY ENCYCLO- 
PAEDIA OF USEFUL INFORMA- 
TION—Lewis Copeland. Authori. 
tative reference work which gives 
you the facts and figures you want 
in a hurry __. ...._$1 
S-82—"WHO THREW THAT CO- 
CONUT?"—Jerry Colonna. A very, 
very funny companion piece to Bob 
Hope's "I Never Left Home"__$1 
$-83—"GOOD NIGHT, SWEET 
PRINCE: The Life and Times of 
John Barrymore."—Gene Fowler. 
The story of his reckless passions, 
unbridled wit and artistic achieve- 
ments. (Orig. $3.50) $1.49 
S-84—"GOLF AFTER FORTY"— 
H. A. Hattstrom. Commonsense 
method of.golf practice, calculated 
to help the average golfer cut his 
score to less than 85 and qualify 
as a first class player_$2 
$-85—"MORE STORIES OF 
FAMOUS OPERAS"—Ernest New- 
man. Includes works by number 
of the greatest composers. (Orig. 
$4.00) $1.98 
S-86—"YOU MUST RELAX'— 
Edmund Jacobson, M. D. How to 
live full energetic life and yet relax 
completely 24 hours a day... $1 
S-87—"THE READERS DIGEST 
READER"—Ed. by Theodore Roose- 
velt and the Readers Digest Staff. 
Includes best articles and features 
of 18 years_$1.49 
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