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Week's Permits 
To Build Rise 
To $325,800 

$67,030 Increase 
Over Previous 7 Days 
Is Reported for D. C. 

Building permits granted during 
the week by Robert H. Davis, Dis- 
trict buildings inspection director, 
totaled $325,800, or $67,030 more than 
the week before. 

Permits of $5,000 and over were 
es follows: 

Robert I. Silverman, 1006 K street 
K.W., owner and builder; Edmund 
V, Dreyfuss, 1019 Fifteenth street 
N.W., architect; to erect four two- 

story brick, cinder block apartments, 
4 units each, 1200-04-08-12 Savan- 
nah street S.E. (lots 44 to 47, square 
•946), to cost $48,000. 
Earl and Fannie P. Carson, 1332 

I street N.W., owner; William P. 
Lipscomb Co., Inc., Woodward 
Building, builder; Louis de Ladur- 
antaye, architect; to make altera- 
tions to hotel, new £tair, baths, 1332 
I street N.W. (lot 35, square 250), to 
cost $30,000. 

Lank Woodwork Co., Inc., 61 K 
street S.E., owner; builder not se- 

lected; Otto Vogt, architect;'to erect 
one one-story steel cinder block, 
brick lumber storage shed, 60 L 
street S.E. (lot 3, squarwe N. 699J, 
to cost $30,000. 

Lewis J. Furr, 8003 Eastern ave- 

nue, Silver Spring, Md„ owner; 
Standard Construction Co., 1010 
Vermont avenue N.W., builder: 
Corning & Moore, 1726 M street 
N.W., architect; to erect one two- 
story brick and cinder block dwell- 
ing, 1520 Iris street N.W. (lot 40, 
square 2738), to cost $25,000. 

Felix Marchegiani, 1218 Randolph 
street N.E., owner and builder; 
George T. Santmyers, 2209 L street 
N.W., architect; to erect three two- 

story brick and cinder block dwell- 

ISee PERMITS, Page B-3.) 

U. S. Grants $65,900 
For Standardization 

The Producers’ Council said today 
the Commerce Deoartment had con- 

tributed $65,900 to the campaign to 
standardize building parts. 

The campaign, a growing thing, is 
aimed at taking the hand-tailoring, 
and hence a lot of the cost, out of 
building. 

The grant has been made to the 
Modular Service Association. This 

group is trying to set up industry- 
wide standards for building prod- 
ucts. Under the standards every 
manufacturer of window frames, for 
instance, would make the same sizes 
and shapes. Time now spent cut- 
ting and fitting materials at build- 
ing sites would be eliminated. The 
same would ge for doors and other 
building parts. 

The Producers’ Council and the 
American Institute of Architects 
both are backing the drive. 

The standardization plan would 
use a 4-inch “module" approved by 
the American Standards Association. 
The scheme would be extended to 

masonry materials and metal parts 
as well as doors and window*. 

The program has been financed 
to date largely with a bequest of the 
late Albert Farwell Bemis, a pioneer 
in the field of co-ordinated dimen- 
sions. 

__ 

Urban Construction 

Reaches $4,338,000,000 
The Bureau of Labor Statistics re- 

Dorts $4,338,000,000 worth of urban 

construction was undertaken in the 
first months of 1946. The figure for 
the first 11 months of 1945 was 

$1,728,000,000. 
Residential building went from 

$571000,000 to $2,257,000,000 for the 

neriod used while nonresidential 
building rose from $696,000,000 to 

$1,370,000,000 and additions, altera- 

tions and repairs climbed from 

$461,000.000 to $711.000,000,_ 
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Jet-Propulsion 
Principle Used 
In Heating Unit 
The principle of jet-propulsion can 

be used to heat houses. 
A heating unit using this principle, 

called the Jet-Heet furnace, at- 
tracted a lot of attention at 7th In- 
ternational Heating and Ventilating 
Exposition in Cleveland this week. 

It has a pint-size combustion 
chamber and white enamel jacket, 
making it look like a home appliance. 
Its makers, Kerns & McCracken, 
claim it is 93 to 95 per cent efficient; 
burns fuel so completely that no 
soot, smoke or dirt result. 

It can be placed in a kitchen, ga- 
rage, large closet or any spare space, 
requiring no chimney or cellar. It 
has a two-inch diameter exhaust. 
Its warm air distribution ducts are 
the same size and can be run through 
walls, floors and ceilings easily. 

Installation costs are low, its 
makers say, and it will be on the 
market in quantity soon. 

Real Estate 
Shop Talk 

President Charles H. Hillegeist 
says plans for the 12th annua! 
Washington Real Estate Board din- 
ner and dance—set for February 
13 in the Mayflower Hotel ball- 
room—are well under way. Ticket 
sales indicate 500 will attend. 

A committee headed by Howard 
E. Thompson is handling general 
arrangements. Tickets are being 
distributed by J. McKenney Berry, 
jr., J. C. Weedon and Stanley Pear- 
son. J. Lee Donnelly, A. S. Gardi- 
ner, jr., and John R Neale are 

planning the entertainment. 
Valentine Day decorations are be- 

ing planned by R. J. Donohoe, head 
of the Dinner Committee; H. W« 
Morgan, jr., and Lee Baxter. Guests 
will receive souvenirs of the dinner. 

* * * * 

The Home Builders’ Association of 
Metropolitan Washington plans a 
local “Home Show” this fall. The 
show is planned because of many 
requests for an exhibit of latest 
designs, the HBAMW says. 

* * * * 

A photographic contest to point 
up slum conditions in the Capital 
and the need for more housing is 
scheduled by the Citizens’ Council 
for Community Planning to start 
February 3 and continue through 
March 31. Prizes will total $350. 
Call Michigan 6328 for more in- 
formation. 

* *f * * 

Mrs. Thomas H. Creighton, jr„ is 
now with the Kennedy Chamberlain 
Development Co. as a sales repre- 
sentative. 

* * * * 
The National Association of Real 

Estate Boards and the American 
Institute of Architects are at odds 
over Federal subsidies for slum 
clearance. The AIA wants Uncle 
Sam to help. The NAREB wants to 
handle it without Federal aid and 
at the local and State level. 

* * * * 
Unless 200,000 young men start 

building trades apprenticeships in 
the next few months, a shortage of 
skilled labor will delay several bil- 
lion dollars worth of construction 
this year. American Institute of 
Architects President James R.' Ed- 
munds, jr., said today. 

* * * * 
If the country does what Philip 

B. Fleming, temporary controls ad- 
ministration, wants—build a million 
housing units a year for the next 
20 years—three-fifths of all present 
housing will have to be junked. 
President-elect Morgan L. Fitch of 
the National Association of Real 
Estate Boards claimed during the 
week. A million new units and rent 
decontrol would do the trick, he 
said. 

On Friday the Structural Clay 
Products Institute joined the chorus 
demanding the end of rent ceilings. 
Roy A. Shipley, its president, said 
rental housing for veterans will not 
be built until decontrol takes place. 

(See SHOP TALK, Page B-2.) 
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5,000 on 'Waiting List' for 594-Unit, Negro-Built D. C. Project 
Foley Hails Mayfair 
Mansions, on Site of 
Old Benning Track 

By Robert J. Lewis 
R*al Estate Editor of The Star 

Mayfair Mansions, 594-unit rental 
apartment development for negroes 
on the site of the old Benning Race 
Track in Northeast Washington, 
which is now completed and fully oc- 
cupied, has a “waiting list” of nearly 
5,000 families. 

This was disclosed today by Albert 
I. Cassell, architect for the develop- 
ment and executive vice president 
and general manager of Mayfair 
Mansions, Inc. 

Though described as one of the 
finest, if not the finest, project in 
the country for colored families, the 
$3,500,000 development is compara- 
tively little known. 

Raymond M. Foley, national hous- 
ing administrator and commissioner 
of the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion. hailed it today as “one of the 
finest projects for Negro occupancy 
in the country.” 

Called Best of its Kind. 
Ernest F. Henry, executive director 

of the Home Builders’ Association of 
Metropolitan Washington, described 
it as “the best housing project for 
Negroes of its kind I’ve ever seen 
and probably superior to any in the 
country.” 

The development is also note- 
worthy for being owned by Negroes, 
designed by a Negro and built, almost 
without exception, by Negro artisans. 

It occupies nearly 28 acres of the 
60-acre former Benning Race Track 
site, now owned by Mayfair Man- 
sions, Inc. The tract lies between 
Hayes and Jay streets, Kenilworth 
terrace and the Anacostia River N.E. 

Within a month, the owners expect 
to start construction of a 6-door tem- 
porary shopping center on part of 
the 32 acres still undeveloped. Plans 
have been made to double the size of 
the housing development by using 
the remainder of the undeveloped 
part of the tract at some future 
date, it was said. 

Set diagonally along a spacious 
Mall, which provides a sweeping 
vista toward the tree-lined Anacos- 
tia River, are 17 brick, steel and 
concrete buildings, each containing 
from 34 to 39 apartments. The proj- 
ect is across the river from the 
National Arboretum. 

Three Play Areas. 

Buildings occupy only 18 per cent 
of the 28 acres of developed land, 
leaving the rest for the broad Mall, 
wide courts between the buildings 
and other landscaped areas. The 
site also has three play areas for 
small children. 

Mr. Cassell is a graduate of Cornell 
University and a former professor of 
architecture at Howard University 
'here. President of the corporation 
is Elder L. S. Michaud, well-known 
Washington evangelist. 

Apartments are of one, two and 
three bedrooms. Rents range from 
$62.50 to $65.50 for 400 one-bedroom 
units; $70 to $72 for 169 two-bedroom 
units, and $80 to $83.50 for 25 three- 
bedroom units. The apartments have 
a total of 2,085 rooms. ; 

The project was started in Sep- 
tember, 1942, and had a rock road to 
completion, Mr. Cassell said today, 
owing to a series of difficulties. The 
cost of raising the grade level of the 
tract proved considerably higher 
than expected. Then came wartime 
dislocation and a struggle to obtain 
scarce building material after the 
war was over. The last apartment 
completed was occupied last June. 

At one stage construction was 

halted for eight months as a result 

(SetTLEWiS, Page B-2.) 
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land developed is covered by buildings. 
—Star Staff Photo. 

MR. CASSELL. 
—Star Staff Photo. 

Another view gives more of the architectural detail of Mayfair Mansions, surpassed oy iew, n 

any, other similar projects in the country._—Star Staff Photo. 

Gadgets 
Steel Kitchen Unit, 
Compactly Designed, 
Is Now Available 

By Hilson Munsey 
In these days of housing short- 

ages it is necessary for many 
families to double up. This not 
only means a severely restricted 
space in which to carry on house- 
keeping but ̂ nearly always a lack 
of adequate kitchen facilities. To 
overcome this a very compact and 
complete kitchen unit has been 
devised and is available now. It 

occupies a space of only eight square 
feet, and if it can be recessed into 
the wall it will, of course, require 
still less room. 

The assembly is made of steel and 
has all the needed units for cook- 
ing, refrigeration and storage. It 
is shipped complete, ready for the 
necessary connections to be made. 
These kitchen, units, provide for a 

ventilation system that carries the 
heat and cooking odors through a 

duct to the outside air. 
With Gas or Electric Range. 

Each unit has a range and an 

electric refrigerator. The over-all 
dimensions are 46x81%x22’4 inches. 
Side units can be added if these 
are wanted and possible in the space 
at the disposal of the user. The 
side units are made of steel and the 

(See GADGETS, Page B-37) 
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Good Lighting in Homes 
Is Cheap and Worthwhile 

By W. Wadsworth Wood 
There are two sources of light forj 

the home. One is natural light, the 
other artificial light. The latter isj 
more important because the aver-' 
age home is used for family activi-j 
ties to a greater degree after dark) 
than during daylight hours. I 

House lighting has developed con- 

siderably during the past decade, 
and the net results are remarkable. 
Probably the most interesting fact 
is that it is just as chea-' 1,0T-e 

good lighting effects as bad ones. 

Every one is keenly aware ci u.„ 

pression received when entering a 

room which is lighted; either it is 
pleasing and restful, or glaring and 
annoying.' The cost of the pleasant 
lighting is no more and probably 
less than the annoying light. 

There are basic rules for good 
lighting. The first is that under no 

circumstances should an exposed 
bulb be in sight, a is not only un- 
sightly, but it is also bad for the 
eyes. Ten-cent stores offer a variety 

Civil Engineer 
JOHN G. AHLERS 

Solution of Difficult Construction 
Problems, including Financing 

Progress and prosperity go hand in hand 
with careful planning. 

2701 N St. N.W. Mich. 5314^ 

of shades and shields, so there is no 

excuse for the unshaded bulb. 
The central ceiling light which 

flooded the room with high-powered 
incandescence has no place in mod- 
ern home lighting. It was not only 
raw and blinding but cast shadows 
behind every object it crossed. Its 
place has been taken by well-placed 
lamps and indirect lighting points, 
which diffuse soft but ample illumi- 
nation. 

The living •room is probably the 
most important point in the house 
at which to start correcting your 
lighting effects. The procedure con- 
sists merely of moving one or more 

portable lamps, on stands or tables, 
around the room until the best 
effect is obtained. There will be 
pieces of furniture, objects of art 
or pictures which you will want to 
high light or draw attention to. 
There will be easy chairs' which 

iSee WOOD, Page B-2.) 

LOANS 
ON 

REAL ESTATE 
Various plans, including long-term 
monthly payment loans, at favorable 
rate: 

FIRST DEED OF TRUST ONLV 
RENTALS—SALES—INSURANCE 

GEORGE I. BORGER 
613 Indiana Are. N.W. 

NA. 0360 

Veterans. Attentions 
^2,000 Cash—$1©© Monthly 

WILL BUY NEW DETACHED BRICK HONES 
• 6 rooms * 

• 2 baths 
• Fireplace 
• Slate roof 
• Attached garage 
• Gas heat 
• Air conditioned 
• Fully equipped kitchen 
• Large wooded lots 

OPEN 
SUNDAY 

10 TO 
DARK 

OPEN 
DAILY 
12 TO 
DARK 

To reach: 
Out Mass. 

Ave. beyond 
Western Ave. 
1 3/10 Miles 
Turn left at 

Beitzell’s 
signs. 

I 
...i8SB 

•r \ 

MI i||;; ̂  p§l > ffi||||P 11 

,%00 l#fc§l§tWj 

f "'' 

First Aid 
For Houses 

u 

By Roger C. Whitman 
Painting Linoleum. 

Question: The linoleum on my 
small bathroom floor is not worn, 
but it is an unattractive color and 
I’m tired of it. Could I paint it 
myself? 

Answer: You can paint it with a 

good floor paint or floor enamel. It 
would be more practical tx? stipple 
it in two colors, as this would not 
show footprints and soiling as much 
as a solid color. First, wash the floor 
well, but without flooding, rinse and 
wipe dry. After several hours for 
complete drying, wipe with turpen- 
tine to make sure you have removed 
all wax and grease spots. Then ap- 
ply your background color and let 
it dry hard. For the mottled effect, 

(See FIRST AID, Page B-3.) 
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Ample Supply 
Of Lumber in 
U. S. Reported 

Association Cites 
Rapid Upswing of 
Production in 1946 

The back of the lumber shortage 
has been broken, thanks to a rapid 
upswing of production in 1946, the 
National Lumber Manufacturers' 
Association said here this week. 

Apparently a month ahead of thb 
Government in its statistics, the as- 
sociation estimated last year’s lum- 
ber output at more than 32,000,000,- 
000 board feet. This is 4,500,000,000 
board feet more than 1945. 

The Civilian Production Adminis- 
tration reported earlier this week 
that November lumber production 
again exceeded 3,000,000,000 board 
feet. The agency said production 
for the first 11 months last year was 

31,889,409,000 feet. Thus, it appears 
the association estimates for the en- 
tire year are conservative. 

Hardwood Flooring Scarce. 
“In general,” the association de- 

clared, “the lumber shortage is now 

ended. Construction lumber is in 
ample supply.” 

The report noted that certain 
special lumber products, like hard- 
wood flooring, are still scarce in 
some areas. Production of flooring 
however, will soon be up to demand, 
it added. 

"The only real problem about lum- 
ber not solved completely is distri- 
bution. This is rapidly adjusting 
itself,” the report stated. 

New Growth Equals Drain. 
The association claimed that last 

year’s lumber output was four time* 
the amount needed for the veterans’ 
housing program. 

It also was claimed that recent 
figures show annual drain on ths 
Nation’s forest reserves is now ap- 
proximately equalley by new growth 
On the other hand, Secretary of 
Agriculture Anderson recently told 
the Senate Agriculture Committee 
that the Nation should double the 
present rate of growth of saw tim- 
ber if the country is to provide ade- 
quately for timber resources in the 
future. 

Another significant development 
this week was the CPA announce- 
ment of a general relaxation of con- 

trols over softwood plywood. 

Business Property Loans 

We are specially interested in chain store or 

park-and-shop developments. Long term loans 

with favorable rates. 

H. G. Smithy Company 
811 15th St. N.W. NA. 5903 

Mortgage Representative—Travelers Insurance Co. 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT—SALES—LOANS—INSURANCE 
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Because of the matchless beauty the Home Site* are fast 
reaching the limit in 

SifteentA Stheet WctotU 
Shepherd Park's Beauty Section 

\ Seek where you will you won't find anything to compare— 
commanding location; convenient of access—and just where 
you'll want to build a home in the spring. All business 
excluded; but every living convenience—schools, churches, 
stores, movies, etc., handy by. Take note of the attroctivo 
homes already completed that'll be neighbors of yours. 

Compare the low prices—beginning at $2,750— 
with the higher prices EVERYWHERE else. 

Sites 50 to 100 feet front—any depth you desire. 

Representative on hand Sunday 
Out Sixteenth Street to 7900 Block—Turn Right One Block 
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"BUT WORD FOB THE BEST IN HOME SITES" 

Since 1919 
It06 Vermont Ave. ME. 1717 


