
Laws Seen Applying 
Unequally to Persons 
Selling Own Services 

By David Lawrence 
When a group of carpenters form 

a union and demand a fixed wagt 
for their services, they violate nc 

law, but when a group of real estate 
salesmen fix a uniform rate of com- 
mission, they are accused of violat- 
ing the antitrust laws. 

This anomaly means, of course 
that the laws do not apply equally 
to persons who sell their services 
It means also that, if the antitrust 
suit against the real estate sales- 
men succeeds, architects, consulting 
engineers, jobbers, life insurance 
salesmen, advertising agents and a 

host of other commission businesses 
are in danger of prosecution if they 
have uniform rates. 

The real estate men have for 
nearly 20 years maintained the 
same rates of commisison on sales 
of houses. Many real estate com- 

panies have for years paid their 
salesmen one-half of the commis- 
OiUU. 

Suits Held Inexplicable. 
The Justice Department, never- 

theless, is attempting by its suits to 
prove that these commissions are a 

factor in boosting the cost of hous- 
ing. With labor and materials and 
the land constituting 95 per cent of 
the cost entering into the price of 
houses, it is difficult to see how the 
5 per cent that has long been the 
commission fee can possibly have 
affected housing prices. 

The real estate associations today 
maintain their rates of about 5 per 
cent as a maximum. They prohibit 
their members from charging more. 
Apparently the Truman administra- 
tion wants to arrange it so agents 
can charge any commission they 
please. This must inevitably raise 
instead of lower the cost to the 
purchaser and must also reduce the 
net to the seller. 

Just why the Government is try- 
ing to bring about a situation in 
which the agents can charge all the 
traffic will bear is inexplicable. The 
truth is the Truman administration 
Is endeavoring to curry favor with 
the public by giving the impression 
that commission rates are a factor 
in the high cost of housing and that 
the Justice Department by use of the 
power of indictment, can scare the 
real estate venders into charging 
any commission the seller wishes to 
impose. The Federal Housing Ad- 
ministration and Home Owners 
Loan Corp. have insisted on uni- 
form commissions in real estate 
transactions. 

In many an instance the present 
rates operate as a maximum and 
the sales agency not infrequently 
absorbs a part of its commission to 
help make a deal, especially when 
the parties are very close to, a final 
trade and a few dollars more or less 
speeds up the closing of the trans- 
action. 

Paid for Sales Made. 
The real estate salesman doesn’t 

get a nickel for showing houses to 
those people who decide not to buy. 
He doesn’t get any money for his 
office expenses except out of actual 
sales made and commissions earned. 
The only way he can increase his 
earnings is to sell more houses. Cer- 
tainly if the commission rate has 
been a deterrent to sales, the agents 
would have been the first to recom- 
mend their reduction long ago. 

The Justice Department argues 
that any agreement by real estate 
agencies to fix the commission rate 
as uniform is a "restraint of trade.” 
This same argument could be made 
against almost any line of business; 
where for years commission rates; 
have been stabilized. There are! 
many millions of salesmen in the 
United States who directly or in- 
directly are employed in the sale of 
products or services where uniform 
rates prevail. These men constitute 
a political force of substantial pro- 
portions and if the Truman ad- 
ministration thinks it is winning 
popularity by attacking the busi- 
nesses in which these salesmen are 

engaged, it may find that, instead, it 
has lined up a large number of in- 
dividuals who will organize political- 
ly to defeat the Truman adminis- 
tration in 1948. 

Certainly to deprive sales agen- 
cies of the right to act together' 
while permitting unions to fix the | 
rates for services cuts across many 
a business—from real estate to auto- 
mobiles, from life and fire insur- 
ance to brokers of all kinds, from' 
finance and mortage companies,! 
title companies, etc., to the thous- 
and and one service businesses with! 
fixed fees. '1 

(Reproduction Rights Received) 

This Changing World ' 

U. N. Assembly, Meeting 2 Weeks Hence, 
May Provide Answer for World Peace 

By Constantine Brown 
The United Nations Assembly, 

which meets two weeks hence, will 
make a final effort to mend the 

■failure of the Security Council to 
deal with major 
■interna- 
tional problems 

! because the So- 
viet veto blocked 
all efforts to set- 
tle them in ac- 

cordance' with 
the charter. 

The smaller 
imuuiio a** pn* 

ticular will at- 
tempt to give 
the Assembly 
new authority in 

spite of the fact 
that the charter 
meant It to serve Conotontlne Brown, 

principally as a forum rather than 
an effective peace enforcement 
agency. But the chances of rehabil- 
itating the U. N. are only slight. 

One of the most explosive matters 
on the agenda will be the situation 
in the Balkans. The Greek dele- 
gate has decided, with the approval 
of his American and British col- 
leagues, to ask the Ass* pbly for ap- 
plication of Article 51 nnder which 
a nation can take ind /idual or col- 
lective self-defense iteps in the 
event of armed attacJ A two-thirds 
majority is required 0 put this arti- 
cle into effect. 

Officials Apr fehensive. 
High officials in he State Depart- 

ment believed laf month that the 
necessary votes uld be mustered 
without difficult They 

" 
are now j 

apprehensive th it things won* go 
as smoothly as they had anticipated. 
They pointed out that besides the 
votes of the USSR, Blelo Russia, the 1 

Ukraine, Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Yugoslavia, the voices of the' so-1 
called Arab bloc—Syria. Saudi Ara- 
bia, Iraq, Egypt, Yemen and Leb- 

j anon—will be added, making a total 
of 12 solid votes against enforcement 
of the article. 

Only 17 votes are needed to- defeat 
the Greek request. The Slavic- 
Arab group could obtain five more 
adherents from Latin America and 
possibly some of the European or 
Asiatic countries, such as Afghanis- 
tan, which may fear the repercus- 
sions of voting against Moscow 
policies. 

The recommendation of the ma-i 
jority of the United Nations Com-' 

mittee which proposed division ol 
Palestine between the Arabs and 
Jews will be,-in all likelihood, sup- 
ported by the United States. 

The Arabs already are on record 
as opposing it. It is believed in 
official quarters that one of the first 
indications of their displeasure with 
the U. S. policies in the Jewish-Arab 
conflict of interests will be in joining 
Russia and her satellites against a 

proposal which the Arab representa- 
tives believe is strongly desired by 
the American Government. 

Can’t Sidetrack Issues. 
The United Nations Assembly will 

be 'confronted two weeks hence with 
more inflammable matters than the 
late League of Nations faced 
throughout its existence. It will not 
be sufficient to pass general resolu- 
tions such as that universal peace is 
essential or express in flamboyant 
oratory pious wishes for the future 
of the human race. The Assembly 
will have a he-man’s job and will 
not be able to sidetrack any of the 
many Issues which will be presented 
uy us memDers. 

The smaller western nations, par- 
ticularly those in the Pacific and in 
the two Americas, are bent on mak- 
ing the Assembly more than a forum 
for general discussions. Since it has 
become obvious that the Council, to 
which the executive powers of the 
U, N. were entrusted, is not capable 
of dealing with the world situation, 
these smaller nations, which fear 
another armed clash would sound 
the death knell of civilization, wish 
to show that the Assembly can be- 
come' an enforcement rather than a 
consultative body as the charter 
framers intended. 

The slogan of the delegates who 
take up the battle will be that the 
majority wishes and decisions must 
prevail over the minority regardless 
of how powerful the minority may 
be. The battle in New York after 
September 16 will be similar to 
that waged in this country by small 
firms against powerful monopolies. 

The American and British govern- 
ments—the latter prodded by the 
dominions—unquestionably will sup- 
port this move of the smaller na- 
tions. Russia has made the Security 
Council inoperative. Hence another 
type of “international government” 
must be found. It may be that the 
U. N. Assembly will provide the an- 
swer for world peace in spite of the 
inevitably more cumbersome ma- 
chinery of 55 nations having to make 
momentous decisions in some in- 
stances by a two-thirds majority. 

Man to Man 
Stock Market Debacle of 18 Years Ago 

* Recalled in the Light of Today’s News 
By Harold L. Ickes 

On September 3, 1929, the famous 
Hoover depression started. It was 
a hot Tuesday following Labor Day 
and, throughout the Nation, return- 
ing vacationists 
were eager with 
anticipation of a 

ccjptinuing pros- 
perity which had 
promised to last 
forever. Little 
did they suspect 
that their even- 

ing papers would 
announce that 
the New York 
Stock Market 
had taken i(ts 
first precipitous 
plunge toward 
oblivion. 

Those who Harold L. Ick*». 
studied the market reports that day 
were confronted by such comments 
as appeared in one New York paper, 
which said: ‘‘Several advances in 
leaders marked resumption of trad- 
ing after summer-end recess.” How- 
ever, the anxious reader might have 
discovered a disturbing number of 
one to four point losses in the stock 
market quotations. Twenty-four 
hours later, any suspicion that all 
was not quite right became a reality. 
Westinghouse had gone off 4 points. 
Western Union 37a, American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph 4T*. and so on 

throughout the entire list. Still, 
there was no note of alarm. 

Headlines of septemoer a. 

On September 5, however, the ugly 
truth thrust its visage through the 
headlines: “SALES WAVE TOP- 
PLES AS BABSON PREDICTS; 
CRASH. BREAK OP 2 TO 12 
POINTS FOLLOWS EXPERT S 
FORECAST OF STAMPEDE.” Mr.! 
Babson was quoted as saying that,! 
sooner or later, prices would fall | 
from 60 to 80 points in a decline; 
rivaling the collapse of the Florida 
land boom. Shares of all descrip- 
tions were thrown overboard, and 
the ticker dragged more than 25 
minutes behind sales. The casualty 
list showed Eastman Kodak off 4 
points. International Harvester 
down 4, Macy and Co. off 5%, and 
so on and on. 

It took almost two months for the 
twister to blow itself into a steady,; 
although still high, wind. On Octo- 
ber 29, almost 16,500,000 shares were 
sold. The experts, who had been 
making reassuring statements that, 
only "injudicious speculators” were 

Being hurt, lay quiet, nursing their, 
own bruises. It was obvious that it 
was not the “gamblers” alone who 
were being wiped out. The lifetime ] 
savings of millions of Americans 
had gone down the drain. 

At the end of the year, however, 
AndreW' W. Mellon, the optimistic 
Secretary of the Treasury, an- 

nounced that he could “see nothing 
in the present situation that is 
either menacing or warrants pes- 
simism,” proving again that "there 
is none so blind as he who will not 
see.” The Secretary of State of one 

of our greatest industrial States ob- 
served that “businessmen * * * close 
thnir hrtnlrc frtr 1Q9Q with n feeiinff 

of satisfaction and a look forward 
to 1930 with anticipation of another j 
good year.'’ Lewis Pierson, a 

New York banker, said that "the j 
recession csic!), due to causes other! 
than those involved in the business) 
structure, has left no major problem l 
to be solved. There are now evi- 
dences of growing activity, and the 
current situation is favorable.” In 
his stubborn optimism, he could not 
foresee that the “evidences of grow- 
ing activity" would consist mainly 
of breadlines, smokeless factories.: 
apple stands in centers of popula- I 
tion, and “Hoovervilles” on the out- 
skirts. 

In Light of Today’s News. 
Since the debacle of 18 _ rs ago j 

was preceded by an era of ever- 

higher prices, it might be in order 
to regard that unhappy event in 
the reflection of today’s news. 

According to the Associated Press 
a few days ago, real estate prices 
have gone up 50 to 100 percent 
above prewar prices, and the cost 
of bacon 300 to 400 percent. Bread 
has advanced from 2 cents to 6 

* 

cents a loai; Dutter costs irom 26 
cents to 54 cents a pound more; 
eggs, 19 cents to 52 cents a dozen. 
Men's suits now cost from $10 to 
$20 more, with women’s and child- 
ren's clothing prices In the strato- 
sphere. 

The cost of living, on a national 
average, has increased 56 peicent. 
Corn has more than doubled in price 
in less than a year, advancing to 
a new high day after day. Savings 
are being drawn upon to meet the 
increased cost of living. Millions of 
Americans are being priced out of 
the market for food and other neces- 
sities. Perhaps they will find solace 
in the reassuring words of Repre- 
sentative Buffett, of Nebraska, that 
“the best cure for high prices is high 
prices " 

MpAnwhllp PrPsIHprtf TVirman hoc 

introduced a pew type of Govern-1 
ment — horta tory Government — in; 
the naive belief that he can hold 
farm prices up and at the same: 
time persuasively exhort the man-! 
ufacturers to keep prices down, des- | 
pite rising costs of materials and 
labor. Meanwhile, too, Congress is 
busy investigating high prices. The 
Justice Department is investigating 
high rices. The Federal Trade 
Comn :sion is investigating high 
prices. Congress is besought on5 
the one hand to re-establish con-i 
trols and, on the other, to leave, 
everything to the good old law of 
supply and demand. 

But while Congress and the Ad- 
ministration anxiously wave their 
arms in complete futility, the citizen 
might well reflect that high prices 
today that mount ever higher and 
higher, are no more an assurance 
of continuing prosperity than were 

the high prffees preceding the 1929 
crash. 

(Coprrlfht, 1947) 

On the Record 
Resistance by Public to Peacetime 
Military Training Plan Explained 

By Dorothy Thompson 
A great publicity campaign for 

universal peacetime military train- 
ing is about to begin, which the 
American Legion convention in New 
York last week 
started off. Ad- 
dressing the Le- 
gion, Repre- 
sentative Towe, 
Republican, of 
New Jersey, who 
4c oiit.hnr nf t.hp 

bill for universal 
peacetime mili- 
tary training in- 
troduced into 
the House 
Armed Services 
Committee just 
before Congress 
adjourned, told 
the Legionnaires DorothT ThtmM',n’ 

that they would have tough sled- 

ding, and that opponents of the bill 
"would not hesitate to misinform 
the public.” 

The bill, together with all other 

military measures, is introduced as 

a necessity of peace, in a world 

where, to quote President Truman's 
message to the Legion convention, 
“chaos still exists and war remains 
a dread possibility." 

I think the reason why there Is 

public resistance to peacetime mili- 

tary training is because a large sec- 

tion of the people, and by no means 

the least intelligent and responsible, 
do not believe that our foreign pol- 
icy since the closing months of the 
war is the way to get enduring 
peace. They want to know why, 
two years after the greatest enemies 
of our country and of the "peace- 
loving world” have been defeated, 
nror remains ft “dread possibility.” 

Power Politics. 
Since the people who supposed 

the actions taken before the close 
of hostilities—toe Yalta declaration, 
the Potsdam Agreement, and the 
San Francisco Charter Cum Veto 
and all the rest—are still largely 
in power, and admit that the peace 
they have made is unstable, many 

citizen^ wonder what confidence 
they can have that the course now 

being pursued will be more effective. 
TJie Amerlcap, people were told 

that the Uhited Nations would 

guarantee enduring peace. Those 
Cassandras who tried to point out 
glaring flaws in that structure were 

howled down as sabotaging pessi- 
mists. But it is now obvious that 
far from having an effective system 
jf collective security, the world ha 
returned to traditional power poli- 
tics, played on a stage where there 
are only two effective great powers, 
the U. S. A. and the U. S. S. R. 

Power politics has cursed the 
___i 

I 
. 

world for centuries. Its rules are 

clear and compel 4 certain course of 
behavior. If a possible opponent, 
Great Power A, increases its arma- 

ments Great Power B does likewise. 
If Great Power A extends its power 
potential by absorbing the military 
and economic resources of satellites, 
Great Power B must do likewise. 
If Great Pow'er A discovers a new, 
decisive weapon, Great Power B 
must do everything legitimate or 

illegitimate to find out the secret 
and improve on it. The assumption 
is that peace will be kept, either 
by achieving such a balance between 
the powers that either fears to 
move or by acquiring such a pre- 
ponderance of power on one side 
that no one can challenge it. 

Lesson of History. 
History does not support this as- 

sumption but records that competi- 
tion between highly armed sover- 
eign states invariably leads—sooner 
or later—to armed conflict. 

A large section of the American 
people does not think the TJ. S. has 
taken a dynamic enough lead to 
end this game. We know that one 

side cannot quit, leaving the field 
to the other. That is futile appease- 
ment. But we do not think enough 
effort has been made to persuade 
both sides to quit. 

.tseiore we go in ior peacetime 
military training, we would like to 
have had a showdown in the United 
Nations on the abolition of con- 

scription on a world-wide basis. 
We would like to have had a show- 
down on universal, inspected and 
controlled disarmament of weapons 
of mass destruction, whether thay 
be atomic bombs of other horrend- 
ous Instruments for destroying 
hundreds of thousands of lives in 
the course of hours. And we would 
like to have seen the U. S. remind 
itself and all other nations, with 
dynamic conviction, that the leaders 
of the U. N. are mutually pledged 
to a warless world and a system of 
collective security that works. 

(Released by the Bell Syndicate. Inc.) 

McLemore— 
Looks Down 
On the Andes 

By Henry McLemore 
RIGHT SMACK OVER THE 

ANDES.—At this precise moment 
the people I love the most are Mr. 
Pratt, Mr. Whitney and Mr. 
Douglas, makers 
of the engines 
and the airplane 
which are carry- 
ing me from 
Buenos Aires to 
Santiago do 
Chile. 

stand my feel- 
ings if you were 

up here with 
me. This is no 
time for an air- 
plane to develop 
a cough or a 
sneeze or even 
a sniffle. A jay Henry McLemort. 
bird couldn’t make a landing on 
what I am looking down on now 
without fracturing both hips. Be- 
low me, and close on both sides, are 
just a heap of Andes. The Andes 
look high, even on a map, but it 
is not until you get real chummy 
with them that you realize what 
formidable chunks of rock they are. 

Our plane is crossing them 
through a pass, but you'd never 
know it was a pass. We are up 
about 17,000 feet and we have to 
look up to see the tops of most of the 
peaks. Many of them never have 

| been scaled by man, and it is easy 
to understand why. Their summits 
nra oc clio rn n e noe/llnr nnrl J 

j with ice and snow which have been 
! there for centuries. 

No Single Sign of Life. 
There isn't one single sign of 

j life on them, and while it is warm 
I and cozy inside the big Panagra 
plane, a man would have to have 
more than a muffler and a suit of; 
long underwear to last long on the! 
side of one of the peaks. 

The trip from Buenos Aires to 
Santiago has often been described 
as the most spectacular and breath- 
taking of all airplane flights. It 
must be. As far as the eye can see 
there is nothing but snow-capped 
peaks, each a different color accord- 
ing to how the sun plays upon it. 
Those close by—and it seems that 
one could reach his hand out of the 
window and grab a handful of snow 
—are black as midnight. Those 
peaks 10, 15 or 20 miles away are as 
blue as sapphires and the distant 
ones look as if they had been 
uiu&ueu witu uortu. 

Thousands of feet below, deep In 
the gorges, run the rivers, fed by 
glaciers. The sun has turned them 
to gold, just as it has the lakes. 
The crossing of the Andes is made 
all the more spectacular by the ap- 
proach to them. For hours, after 
leaving Buenos Aires, the plane rides 
above the vast, flat plains of Argen- 
tina, home of the wheat and the 
beef. Then, almost as if they had 
sprung from the ground overnight, j stand the mighty mountains. There' 
arq little or no foothills. One mo-j 
ment you pass over the plains as 
flat as the palm of one's hand, the 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Helps ForEyes 
Everyone want* good efficient eyes that > 

will carry thru the day's work. Relax j 
eyes from close work, look up frequently. I 
focus on a distant point. Also bathe i 
sore, tired. Itching, irritated eye* with 
soothing, comforting Laveptlk. 30 years; 
success. Prglsed by thousands Get. La-1 
voptik today. Be delighted or money I 
back. All druggists. 

next a wild and desolate region of 
peaks that seem to reach the sky. 

The Christ of the Andes. 
I am going to stop writing for a 

moment now. It has just been an- 
nounced that we are approaching one 

; of the most heroic statues in all the 
world—"The Christ of the Andes.” 
We are now past it. which means 
we are now flying over Chile, be- 
cause the giant figure of Christ 
stands on the borderline between 
Argentina and Chile. The massive 
figure, standing among the eternal 
snows, was dedicated with these 
words: "Sooner shall these,moun- 
tains crumble into dust than Ar- 
genunians ana Chileans break the 
peace sworn at the feet of Christ the 
Redeemer.’’ 

The plane is now starting the long 
descent into the Central Valley. 
Far ahead Santiago de Chile can tie 
seen. Soon we will be in the hands 
of the customs men and I am giving 
100 to 1 that they will be like cus- 
toms men the world over. They will 
turn your bags inside out, convinced 
that you are bringing in diamonds, 
dofce, dinosaurs and other dutiable 
objyts. Actually, all I have to de- 
clare is that I hate customs men 
more than any other breed of crea- 
tures on earth. 

Adios until manana—hot dog! 
(Distributed by McNaught Syndicate, Inc.)1 
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Relief from paint and ache* dae la 
weak heart, asthma, rheumatism, 
arthritis, nervousness, piles, colds, flu 
or other ailments. Also relief from 
aching, swollen feet. Lady Naturopath, 
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Way to Relieve 
Itchy Pimples 

When your skin is irritated with 

pimples, red blotches and other skin 
blemishes, and you're crazy with itch- 
ing torture, here’s quick relief. Get a 

35c box of Peterson's Ointment at 

your druggist and apply this delight- 
ful, soothing balm. Itching relieved 
promptly. Smarting soothed. Your 
skin looks better, feels better. Also 
wonderful for itching of feet, hcraoka 
between toes. Try it. 
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NONSTOP TO CHICAGO 
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WURLITZER 
In the new Wurlitzer Spinet, you will And more 
advanced features that make for rich musical and 
decorative beauty ... that insure years of dependable 
service. The resonant tone, the easy response, the 
dramatic styling of the Wurlitzer will delight you 
who are looking for a piano that is as beautiful to 
look at as it is excellent in performance. Whether 
you are buying a piano so that your child may learn 
to play, or for your own enjoyment, you will want 
to see and hear the Wurlitzer before you make your 
choice ... now available on lower down payment and 
longer, lower terms. 
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