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President Blasts 
Grain Gambling, 
Reveals Inquiry 

Wheat Crop Traded 
In 8 or 9 Times, 
Truman Declares 

President Truman announced 
today that Attorney General 
Clark is Investigating gambling 
on the commodity exchanges, 
particularly in grain and fibers. 

Mr Tiuman declared at a news 
* conference that there was a tre- 

mendous amount of exchange 
gambling on grain and fibers. But 
he said he was not certain whether 
the Attorney General was taking 
grand jury action, as has been done 
in the case of livestock, or was pro- 
ceeding along another path. 

In a stern manner, Mr. Truman 
attributed jnuch of increased food 
costs to gambling on the commodity 
exchanges. He said that the wheat 
crop had been traded in eight or 
nine times on the Chicago Board of 
Trade alone. 

Foreign Aid Small Factor. 
Questioned by reporters as to 

whether Government purchases for 
foreign relief are largely responsible 
for prevailing high prices, the Presi- 
dent said while this buying has had 
some effect it is not considerable. 
He added that the United States 
always has exported a third or more 
of its wheat crop. 

In response to another question, 
the President said Mr. Clark took 
up the exchanges investigation on 
his own initiative. Asked if the 
investigation also includes meat, he 
said that, meat isn't traded on the 
commodity exchanges. 

Mr. Truman expressed confidence 
in the future of the food conserva- 
tion program and when asked if 
some thought would be given to 
the reimposition of wartime controls 
—rationing and price controls—if 
th» voluntary plan failed, Mr. Tru- 
man said that was a bridge that 
would be crossed when he came to it. 

The economic discussion was 
touched off when a reporter asked 
if the White House cancellation 
of State dinners this year was an 

attempt to set a national example 
in food conservation. 

Voluntary Step. 
Mr. Truman responded no, that 

it was a voluntary step taken by 
Mrs. Truman and himself with the 
idea that it might save food des- 
perately needed by Europeans just 
as the cancellation of formal func- 
tions did in wartime. 

Asked about the response of State 
Governors to requests for aid in the 
food drive. MV. Truman said 23 or 
24 Governors have answered the 
President's communication and that 
all have pledged their co-operation. 

That, the President continued, 
makes him believe that the food 
program is well on the way to 
success. 

The Chief Executive said the 
whole program of saving food was 
an emergency undertaking. He said 
he knows some people feel they have 
been imposed on, but that the situa- 
tion called for action and it was 

impassible to consult with those in- 
terested before something was done. 

oiimmiin 11 tig rain s»ugiu. 
Now, he continued, an effort is 

being made to work out what he 
called the “bugs” in the program by 
the Citizens’ Food Committee. 

The President emphasized that 
the administration is trying to get 
a free enterprise Nation to do vol- 
untarily what has been done by 
police-state methods elsewhere. 

A reporter wanted to know if he 
considered rationing and price con- 

trol police-state methods. The 
President replied that he certainly 
did, that any control imposed on 

the people is a police control. 
Wartime restrictions, he contin- 

ued. were dictated by an emergency. 
The Citizens' Food Committee 

went ahead, meanwhile, seeking 
final food-saving agreements with 
the Nation’s bakers and brewers. 

Conferences Planned. 
Chairman Charles Luckman 

planned conferences with both 
groups in the hope of working out 
wavs for the bakers to save 3,000,000 
bushels of grain a month and the 
brewers an amount described only 
as "substantial.” 

Representatives of the two indus- 
tries held long talks with Mr. Luck- 
man and his aides yesterday, and an 

(See FOOD, Page A-4.> 

Chinese Reds Loot 
American Properties 

By the Associated Press 

TSINGTAO, China, Oct. 16.— 
American properties in Chefoo, 
Shantung Peninsula port recently 
evacuated by Chinese Communists, 
suffered extensive damage through 
looting by "unscrupulous elements,” 
an American consular official re- 

ported today. 
He saief on his return from a trip 

to Chefoo that properties damaged 
included warehouses and installa- 
tions of the Standard Oil Co. and 

residences of American missionaries. 
The buddings were stripped of all 
woodwork before order was restored' 
by government forces, he said. 

Files of the* American consulate 
were found intact and brought back 
to Tslncrtan Thp mnsnlar nfflcial 

who refused to be named, said 
there was no plan to reopen the 
Chefoo consulate. He did not 
further identify the “unscrupulous 
elements.” 

There were reports that depart- 
ing Communists kidnaped a French 
priest., a Chinese priest, a mother 
superior and a Chinese nun who 
were said to have been outspoken 
in criticizing the Communist re- 

gime. Christian churches were 
found intact. 

The cpnsular official said that 
before evacuating, Communists 
gathered together the handful of 
foreign residents and told them 
Red forces would be back “within 
three months.” In the meantime, 
the residents were to “behave them- 

4 selves.” 

Tobin and Meany Strong Men 
Of AFL as Lewis Loses Fight 

However, UMW Chief 
Blocks Curbing of 
District 50 Activities 

By Jom«« Y. Newton 
Star Staff Correspondent 

j SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 16 — 

j Daniel J. Tobin, president of the 
: teamsters, and George Meany, 
Federation secretary-treasurer, 
emerged today as the strong 
men, the undisputed rulers of 
the American Federation of La- 
bor as the organization’s annual 
convention neared a close here. 

The stormy meeting of nearly two 
weeks witnessed the defeat of a 
move by John L. Lewis and William 
L. Hutcheson, head of the carpen- 
ters, to tak* over leadership of the 
federation. Mr. Lewis retired today 
as a member of the Executive Coun- 
cil, a voluntary retirement, after- 
math of his unsuccessful fight to 
have the AFL ignore the Taft- 
Hartley Labor Act. Mr. Hutcheson,! 

j while still a member of the council, 
! no longer was the dominating figure 
! he had been for 25 years. 

Peace came today to tne conven- 
tion. the stormiest meeting the AFL 
has held since 1935 when the CIO 
issue was first raised seriously. On 
the agenda for the clpsing day was 

j the election of two officers andI 
members of the new Executive! 
Council and action on some more 
or less routine resolutions. 

It was considered a foregone con- 
clusion that William Green will be 
elected president for his 24th term 
and that Mr. Meany will be renamed 
to his post. Twelve present members 
of the council will be re-elected 
without opposition. There may be a 
battle for Mr. Lewis’ position. The 
man given best chance to get the 
spot is Daniel W. Tracy, president 
of the International Brotherhood of j 
Electrical Workers and a former 
Assistant Secretary of Labor. He 
lives in Washington. 

An official of the United Mine 
Workers was asked who would get 
Mr. Lewis’ council place. 

“Ask Dan Tobin,” he replied, “he 
and George Meany are running the 
show.” 

Two highly controversial issues 
were pur aside for the time being 
last night, averting an explosion 

DANIEL J. TOBIN. 

GEORGE MEANY. 
~-H arris & Ewing Photos. 

which some feared would split the 
AFL. The Issues were not settled, 
action was postponed. 

One was the charge made by 
numerous unions, mostly in the 
building and metal trades fields, that 
Mr. Lewis’ UMW District 50 was 

continuing to raid their unions and 
step into their jurisdictional terri- 
tories. This matter was referred to 
the Executive Council for some un- 
determined action after Mr. Lewis 

(See-NEWTONUPage^ 

AFL Convention Asks 
Cost-of-Living Bonus 
For Federal Workers 

General Pay Increases 
And 0e|ler Conditions 
Also Ard Favored 

By a Staff Correspondent of The Star 

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 16.— 
The American Federation of La- 
bor convention has approved a 

broad program providing im- 

j proved working conditions for 
Government workers, including 
an immediate cost-of-living pay 
increase and a general upward 
revision of permanent salary 
schedules. 

The convention adopted ifnani- 
mously the program proposed by the 
AFL American Federation of Gov- 
ernment Employes. AFGE delegates 
who pushed through their resolution 
are James B. Burns, president; Mrs. 
Berniece B. Heffner, secretary-treas- 
urer, and Howard C. Myers of Las 
Angeles, national vice president for 

I the 12th civil service district. Mr. 
Burns and Mrs. Henner are from 

: Washington. 
Retirement Changes Sought. 

Besides the two demands for 
higher pay, the AFL program for 
Federal workers includes the follow- 
ing main points: 

1. Improved and liberalized retire- 
ment and pension plans. 

2. Elimination of department and 
agency personnel ceilings: reduc- 
tion in force in proportion to de- 
creasing work load, rather than 
determination of any arbitrary 
standard; dismissal pay of not less 
than amounts paid private employes 

.under Federal unemployment insur- 
ance laws. 

3. Extension of the Classification 
Act to the field service and liberal- 
izing of the act all along the line. 

4. Perfection of the merit system 
! and strengthening of the civil serv- 

: ice system through adequate ap- 
j propriations for the Civil Service 
Commission. 

5. Establishment of a board of 
appeals with employe representa- 
tion; promotion from within the 
service wherever practicable; a five- 
day, 35-hour week at an early date, 
with a 30-hour work week the ulti- 
mate objective: amendment of the 
Hatch Act to permit the Civil 
Service Commission to fix penalties 
for violation of the act commen- 
surate with the gravity of viola- 
tions. 

Multiple Taxation Assailed. 
Another plank in the program 

asked for elimination of multiple 
income taxation on Federal em-' 
ployes’ salaries by States. 

The APT also asked for the es- 
tablishment of the United States 
Employment Service as a perma- 
nent agency of the Federal Gov- 
ci miiciib. r»iou wujiui aic «u ua o 

annual leave and 15 days’ sick leave | 
for employes of the field service 
and of the Poet Office Department. 

Mr. Burns, once an attorney in 
San Francisco, addressed a. large 
meeting of AFGE members of the 
Bay area here. He is serving as 

secretary of the convention's Com 
mittee on Legislation. 

Alexandria Carpenter 
Is Hurt in 30-Foot Fall 

William Fritz, 67, a carpenter of 
14 West Myrtle street, Alexandria, 
suffered head injuries and severe 
shock today when he fell about 30 
feet while working on a housing 
construction project on Fort Hunt 
road, near Wellington Vjlla, Va. 

A Penn Daw ambulance took him 
to Alexandria Hospital, where 
condition was described as serl 

CIO Urged to Turn 
To Politics With Zeal 
Of Its Labor Battles 

Kroll Makes Appeal; 
S > Roosevelt Jr., ^ops 

'Servile' Congress 
By the Associated Press 

BOSTON, Oct. 16.—The CIC 
convention was told today that 
the American labor movemenl 
cannot long exist unless it de- 
votes itself to winning political 
battles with the same zeal ii 
gives to economic battles.” 

Jack Kroll, director of the CIC 
Political Action Committee, ad- 
dressed the convention just aftei 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, jr. 
called for a union of labor, house- 

j wives, farmers and war veterans tc 
win the next election away irorr 
what he termed a “servile Congress 
intent on serving special interests." 

Their addresses came as the con- 
vention settled down to work on 
the problem of implementing its 
attitude on labor matters with po- 
litical action. 

Foreign Policy Supported. 
The 600 delegates in the same hall 

yesterday engaged in a demonstra- 
tion of overwhelming support for 
Secretary Marshall and American 
foreign policy with cheers for speak- 
ers who supported the American 
Ctnio Aannrtmont'e v\r/\frpo m 

Mr. Kroll frankly told the dele- 
gates that the CIO hasn’t yet du- 
plicated—in the field of politics—its 
success at economic organization. 

Declaring this “is because we 

haven't sufficiently applied our- 

selves,” Mr. Kroll called for 1,000,- 
000 "block workers”—people who 
would organize their neighbors in 

| a single block. He said the CIO- 
| PAC already had 100,000 such 
! workers. 

As he supported a. resolution to 
1 strengthen the CIO s political activi- 
ties, Mr. Kroll said the block work- 
i ers would be the "key to success” in 
the whole field. 

Mr. Roosevelt told the convention 
th8t “men like Senator Taft * * * 

are seeking to serve the food specu- 
(See CIO, Page~A-5j 

Mrs. Truman Returns 
From Missouri Visit 

Mrs. Truman returned to the 
White House this morning after 
spending the summer at the family 
home in Independence, Mo. 

The President drove to Silver 
Spring at 11 o'clock, when Mrs. Tiu- 
man arrived on a Baltimore <fc Ohio 
train. 

Gen. Magruder and Wife Hurt 
By Polish Burglar in Frankfurt 

•y thy Associotyd Pryty 

FRANKFURT, Oct. 16.—Maj. Gen. 
Carter B. Magruder of Arlington, 
Va., and his wife were injured early 
today when they were attacked in 
their Frankfurt home by a former 
Polish guard, the Army announced. 

The Pole, Joseph Bak, was shot 
and seriously wounded in the 
stomach by the general after a chase 
through the house from the bed- 
room where the intruder struck Gen. 
Magruder and his wife as they were 
rising from their beds. 

The Army said the Pole entered 
the general’s home through the 
couple's bedroom window with the 
presumed intention of burglarizing 
the house, which is within the 
Army’s barbed-wire residential in- 
closure. 

Gen. Magruder, director of Army 
Services and Supply in Eunv^ suf- 

V- A 

fered lacerations and bruises. His 
wile was bitten on the left arm and 
received nose injuries. The injuries 
were described as not serious.” 

Gen. and Mrs. Magruder lived at 
608 North Lincoln street, Arlington, 
before moving to Frankfurt. 

The general was head of the 
planning division of the Army 
Service Forces during the early 
years of the war when he was 
stationed here. He later was as- 

signed to the Mediterranean theater 
and became head of supply services 
there.- After the end of the war 
he was sent to Germany as deputy 
to Lt. Gen. John C. H. Lee in the 
supply forces command there. He 
succeeded Gen. Lee at Frankfurt 
early |n 1846. 

Gen. Magruder. a native^of Lon- 
don, was commissioned ^ second 
lieutenant in the Army 1^918. 
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All French Ports 
Are Crippled as 

Seamen Strike 
Reds Colt on Transit 
Workers to Stay Out 
In Pay Rise Demand 

ly tK« Associated Press 

PARIS, Oct. 16.-^A strike of 

40,000 merchant seamen and 
shore workers for wage Increases 
halted virtually all shipping in 
French ports today as the gov- 
ernment strove desperately to 

cope with Paris’ crippling trans- 

port strike. 
One-tenth of Paris' subway work- 

ers, represented by two independent 
unions, voted to end their three-day 
strike, despite the a ppeals of the 
Communist-dominated General Con- 
federation of Labor (CGT) to stand 
firm. The CGT controls the key 
personnel and could halt efforts for 
a partial restoration of service. 

In most ports, French and foreign 
vessels were forced to dock without 
the aid of tugs. United States Lines 
officials in Le Havre negotiated for 
special consideration for the luxury 
liner America, due at that channel 
port tomorrow. 

Seek 15 Per Cent Increases. 
Nine vessels were blocked in Bor- 

deaux and four at Le Havre by the 
strike, in which seamen seek 15 per 
cent wage increases. A number of 
other vessels were caught at Mar- 
seille, Cherbourg and other ports. 

Socialist Premier Paul Ramadier, 
noting that France's municipal elec- 
tions will be held next Sunday, has 
suggested the subway and bus lines 
strike was politically motivated. 

1 Yesterday he succeeded in avert- 
ing a nation-wide railway strike 

| and last night he staved off a threat- 
f ened strike of France’s gas and elec- 
tricity workers, who demanded lm- 

i mediate application of the 11 per 
I cent increases in wages approved 
in principle by the government last 

1 July. 
The Premier met with traction 

experts today to find some means 
I of getting Paris' stalled subway sys- 

tem working, at least partially, with 
| the 3,300 employes who agreed to 
return to their Jobs. The system 
normally employs 33.000. 

First Break in Front. 
! A member of Premier Rama- 
;dier's staff sgid the strikers were 

| expected to return to their jobs 
I sometime today and soon after- 
! ward motornien of the Independent 
Subway Workers’ Union voted to 

I return to work this afternoon, 
j The- vote by the motormnn wa. 
tfiife‘-first break in the solid front 

; presented by the strikers since Mon- 
\ day. 

n guvci iuncut uuui main saiu 
! 
union leaders had reached an 

agreement with Pierre Moatti, Mr. 
!Ramadier’s director of cabinet. 
This source said the agreement stip- 
ulated that the government would 

I study the strikers' demands for 

I wage increases averaging 11 per 
| cent as soon as the walkout ended. 

An official of the subway company 
had informed the workers yesterday 
that the government was planning 
stern steps to break the strike, in- 
cluding requisitioning of the entire 
subway system and its probable op- 
eration by troops. 

British Say Byrnes Erred 
On Balkan Sphere Division 

By th* Associated Pres* 

LONDON. Oct. 16—The British 
Foreign Office today declared “in- 
correct” a statement attributed to 
James F. Byrnes that Great, Britain 
and Russia agreed in 1944 to set up 
spheres of influence placing Greece 
in the British orbit and Romania in 
the Soviet realm.- 

A Foreign Office spokesman said 
the former American Secretary of 
State made the statement in his 
book. “Speaking Frankly.” 

"It is true, however, that there 
was some discussion in 1944 between 
the big powers as to how best pres- 
sure could be brought to bear on 

the enemy,” the spokesman added. 
“As a result it was agreed that, mili- 
tarily, it would be best for Britain 
to operate in and from Greece, leav- 
ing Romania to the Russians. At 
best the discussions could be said 
to have ended in an agreement for 
co-ordinating military strategy.” 
T iiJmn. Cj.il. 1 n —, — 
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PARIS. Oct. 16 (>Pt.—The United 
States Lines anrtounced today that 

! Senator Tydings, Democrat, of 
Maryland, who has been on a fact- 
finding tour of Europe, would sail 
for the United States tomorrow 
aboard the S. S. America. Marlene 
Dietrich, Hollywood film star, will 
be aboard the same vessel. 

U. S. Plane Crash Kills Two 
NAPLES, Italy, Oct. 16 (#).--An 

American two-engine plane crashed 
while taking off from Capo di Chino 
Airfield today, killing two farmers 
and injuring two others on the field. 
The pilot escaped injury. 
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A Plague on Both Your Houses? 

DistrictHeadsDemand T hatCox 
Turn Over Rent Paid on Armory 

Home Show Contract 
Negotiated by Guard 

| Benefit Association 
LIMITATION ON CROWDS at 

Armory seen hampering basket 
ball plans. Page C-l 

The Commissioners today de- 
manded that Brig. den. Albert 
L. Cox, commander of the Dis- 
trict National Guard, imme- 
diately turn over to the District 
government the $8,500 paid by 
the Homebuilders’ Association 
to a hastily formed Guard bene- 
fit group, the Headquarters De- 
tachment Association, for rental 
of the $2,700,000 armory drill 
hall in connection with the cur- 
rent Home Show. 

The demand was contained In a 

letter gent by special messenger to 

Gpn. Cox, following The Star's 
publication of the curloug manner 
In which the hall was leased to the 
homebuilders. 

Commissioner Guy Mason said the 
I letter was “friendly,” but pointed 
out legal reasons why any revenue 

realized from rental of the District * 
vast Armory drill hall should be 
turned over to the city government, 

Gen. Cox. asked at 1 'p.m. for 

JOHN C. MAY HEW, Jr. 
—Star Staff Photo. 

comment pn tfce demand, said he 
had not yet rece|veiF'th4 Tetter but 

| added life did not intend to comply. 
It had been learned earlier that 

the contract with the Homebuilders 
ha*d been signed by a 26-year-old 
telephone company lineman holding 
the rank of staff sergeant in the 
National Guard. 

The staff sergeant Is John C. 
( See~ARMORY ,Pa g eA -5 ’) 

Hoover and Goodacre 
Resign Top GSI Posts; 
Policy Change Seen 

Manager and Treasurer 
Of Government Cafeterias 
Quit, Effective Dec. 31 

Government Services. Inc., 
today accepted the resignations 
of Frank W. Hoover, its general 
manager, and Samuel Goodacre, 
GSI treasurer. 

The resignations were expected to 
bring about considerable changes in 
organization policy of the nonprofit 
coiporation which is now under in- 
vestigation by a Senate Civil Service 
Subcommittee. 

Operators of 53 Federal cafeterias 
and snack bars here, as well as 

numerous park concessions, GSI has 
been sharply criticized by some 
members of the Senate subcommit- 
tee for alleged slipshod business 

OUUUA.O. Alin OUWV-WlHUUl/1/tC 10 CA* 

pected to make its recommendations 
concerning GSI's future to the full 
Senate Civil Service Committee 
within the next month. 

Board Accepts Resignations. 
The resignations, effective Decem- 

ber 31, were accepted by GSI's Board 
of Trustees, which is composed of 
Government officials. Announce- 
ment of the resignations was made 
by Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant III, pres- 
ident of GSI. 

No decision has been made as to 
the new general manager and sec- 

retary, but it was indicated that the 
vacancies would be filled from 
within the organization. 

Asked to comment about the 
resignations, Senate Civil Service 
Committee sources said it would 
‘‘have no effect” on the recommen- 

dations the subcommittee now is 
drawing up. 

Both Men Praised. 
Gen. Grant paid tribute to both 

Mr. Hoover and Mr. Goodaere, de- 
claring : 

“It is a pleasure to pay tribute to 
the unusual efficiency of two such 
loyal and meritorious employes and 
to wish enjoyment of their coming 
years. Their'gain is our loss, and 
we will part with them in Decem- 
ber with sad hearts.” 

Mr. Hoover, who has been with 
the GSI organisation for more than 
30 years, submitted his resignation 
several months ago, declaring that 
he wanted a rest from the ‘‘arduous 
duties” of the job. 

During Senate hearings on GSI 
activities, both Mr. Hoover and Gen. 
Grant defended the organization’s 
record, pointing out that during the 
peak of the war it fed more than 
300,000 Government employes a day. 

3-Cent Airmail Favored 
LOS ANGELES. Oct. 1# 

Three-cent air mail postage is the 
hope of Postmaster General Hanne- 
gan, he toid the National Associa- 
tion of Postmasters' cqa vent ion 
yesterday. The rate now idp cents. 

,s 

PUC Reverses Ruling, 
Approves Bus Service 
Tor Benning Route 

Streetcars to Continue 
From Rosslyn to 15th 
And New York Avenue 

By Newbold Noyes, Jr. 
The Public Utilities Commis- i 

sion, reversing its previous rul- j 
ing, today gave permission to' 
the Capital Transit Co. to substi-! 
tute bus service for streetcar 
service on the eastern part of 
the Rossiyn-Benning line. 

The commission set aside its order 
of March 5, 1947, in which it de- 

i nied the transit company's request 
to scrap the Benning carline and 
ordered the company to modernize 
its streetcar service instead. 

Offering to present new evidence, 
the transit company asked the com- 

mission to reconsider its decision 
last April 1. and prolonged rehear- 
ings were held. The commission was 

presented with a somewhat amended 
proposal at these hearings. 

In its ruling today, the commis- 
sion admitted the company's argu- 
ments during the rehearing cast 
"serious doubts upon the feasibility 
and practicability of the commis- 
sion's proposal to modernize thir 
rail service.” 

“The commission deems it unfor- 
tunate thkt the company failed to 
present in support of its * * * ap- 
plication at the original hearings 
the same type, character and com- 

prehensive evidence which it pre- 
sented in support of its amended 
application at the reopened hear- 
ings,” the commission chided, add- 

ling: I 
! "If it had done so, it is probable j 

I TSee" TRANSftrPageA-57) l 

Builders and Labor Conspiring 
On Prices, Housing Probe Hears 

A House Labor Subcommittee 
was told today that the building 
trades are conspiring with la- 
bor unions to maintain the high 

[cost of housing as well as limit 
new construction. 

Corwin D. Edwards, professor of 
economics at Northwestern Univer- 
sity and former Justice Department 
trust-buster, made the charge as the 
subcommittee opened an investiga- 
tion of labor practices in the hous- 
ing field. 

Although the subcommittee cen- 
tered its investigation on possible 
'restrictive and monopolistic” prac- 
tices by labor in the housing field, 
Mr. Edwards declared that the build- 
ing trades often work hand in hand 
with labor unions. 

“Labor often is a most effective 
policing force for the construction 
industry,” Mr. Eduards declared. 

“Labor gets the headlines because it 
is the enforcement agency for every- 
one else." 

Mr. Edwards, who served as eco- 

nomic adviser to the Justice De- 
partment’s antitrust division from 
1939 to 1942, said it is often to the 
mutual interests of construction 
outfits and labor unions to restrict 
competition. 

Under questioning by Chairman 
Gwynn, Mr. Edwards described a 

plumbing industry agreement which 
he said is typical of many phases 
of construction work. 

He said that unions agree to 
work only for contractors who deal 
with plumbing retailers, and the 
retailers are able to get supplies 
from wholesalers only if they 
promise to follow the established 
channels of distribution. 

’Housing is the only industry in 
(See HOUSING, Page A-4l 

Gas Company to End 
Sliding Rate Scale 
Agreement With PUC 

Calls It Obsolete After 
Shift to Natural Fuel; 
Won't Ask Increase 

The Washington Gas Light Co. 

today served notice on the Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission that it 
is terminating the present agree- 
ment by which its rates are fixed 
each year on a sliding-scale 
basis. 

In a letter to the commission, 
read at the annual rate hearings at 
the District Building, Marcy L. 
Sperry, president of the gas com- 

pany, said this year's changeover to 
natural gas had made obsolete the 
oia suaing-scaie agreement on rate 

fixing. He asked that a "fresh 
start" be made' on determining how 
gas rates should De fixed. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Sperry said, the 
company would seek no rate in- 
crease for the coming year, although 
on the sliding scale it is entitled to 
a 1.3 per cent rate rise. 

Under the so-called “sliding 
scale” arrangement the Gas Light 
Co. is entitled to a specified rate of 
return. Annual earnings in excess 
of the authorized rate are divided 
between the company and the con- 
sumers. Earnings of less than the 
authorized rate provide a basis for 
a utility request for an increase in 
rates 

The commission order setting up 
the sliding-scale arrangement states 
the agreement may be terminated 
by either the commission or the 
company on 90 days' written notice. 

Gas Change Brings Savings. 
Mr. Sperry described changes in 

company operations resulting from 
the substitution of natural for ar- 
tificial gas. These changes, he said, 
still were being effected. 

“Upon completion of these 
changes,” Mr. Sperry wrote, “only 
operating experience will indicate 
what the company's financial results 
will be. We know that the change 
to straight natural gas is effecting 
substantial savings, and that it has 

(See GAS, Page~A-iT> 
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V/hattheRussians 
Are Saying of Us: 
The Moscow radio, broadcasting 

in Russian to the Soviet Union, said: 
“It is not a matter of inciden- 

tal trips, out of a real invasion 
of Europe by a whole military 
formation of American Congress- 
men. This expedition is connect- 
ed with the Marshall plan. It 
is a commando raid of sorts, car- 
ried out by the most experienced 
American politicians 

“The investigation conducted 
by American 1 Congressmen in 
Western EuroDe and also in Tur- 
key and Iran cannot be called by 
any other name but an inter- 
vention into the domestic affairs 
of these countries. * * * 

“Our country, however, does I 
not' belong to those which may 
be '.subjected to an auditing of 
her' accounts by American Sen- 
ators. The Soviet Union is hold- 
ing high the banner of its na- 
tional sovereignty apd does not 
intend to become the objective of 
any fishy investigations." 

Special Session 
Still Possible, 
Truman Says 

No Decision Made; 
Search for Funds to 
Aid Europe Continues 

By the Associated Press 

President Truman said today 
J there still is a possibility he will 
call a special session of Congress 
to deal with Europe’s financial 
plight. 

The President told his news con- 
ference no decision has been made 
and that the administration is con- 
tinuing its search for funds for stop- 
gap aid to Western Europe. 

The questions to Mr. Truman were 

prompted by published reports that 
officials see fair prospects that emer- 
gency help for Europe can be sup- 
plied without a special session. 

Mr. Truman said administration 
; financial officials have had consid- 
erable success in their efforts to de- 
velop stopgap aid. 

He cited yesterday's authorization 
for the Army to buy $50,000,000 of 
French francs. 

Bank's Efforts Cited. 
This transaction will put needed 

doiars in the hands of the French. 
The Army will use the francs to 
pay for services the French have 

: given American troops. 
Mr. Truman also cited effort* by 

l the Export-Import Bank to trans- 
fer construction loans for France 
to a fund which can be used in food 

j and fuel purchases. 
The financial agencies are still 

I making other efforts to locate funds 
he said. 

"Is there still a possibility of an 
extra session call?” a reporter in- 
quired. 

The President said, of course. 
On Capitol Hill. Senator Hatch, 

Democrat, of New Mexico said 
earlier Europe’s need is critical and 
Congress should be called into spe- 
cial session. 

After a conference of about a 
score of Senators and Representa- 

jtives with State Department officials, 
Senator Hatch said a detailed recital 

j of conditions by Lewis Douglas. 
(American Ambassador to Great 
(Britain, and Undersecretary of State 
Lovett had convinced him evgn mors 

; of the necessity for speedy action by 
Congress. 

“Can't Afford to Delay." 
I Similar sentiments were expressed 
by Wiir L. Clayton as he stepped 
out as Undersecretary of State for 

(Economic Affairs. 
“We cannot afford to delay if wa 

i are going to keep the fire, of oom- 
I monism from spreading over Eu- 
rope,” Senator Hatch declared. 

"We have made progress in that. 
| direction, especially in Italy, but we 

(must back up our good will with 
something more substantial.” 

Senator Lucas, Democrat, of Illi- 
nois told a reporter the State De- 
partment made it known at yester- 

i day’s conference that it will be 
; reaay wun ine emergency proposals 
by November 10. but Senator Hatch 
said there was no discussion of a 

special session of Congress. 
"I think the State Department 

people properly are leaving up to 
Congress the speed with which it 
will act,” he said. 

Details on Need Given. 
Mr. Douglas and Mr. Lovett ex- 

plained in detail to the members of 
Congress, summoned for an informal 
and unannounced conference, the 
needs of each European country. 

“They told us just where tha 
money would be spent, if an emer- 

gency fund is approved," Senator 
Hatch said. “I have no doubt they 
will lay the same and additional in- 
formation before the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committees when they meet 
November 10.” 

There was some informal discus- 
sion among the members of Con- 
gress about the possibility of com- 

bining action on the emergency fund 
and the longer-range Marshall plan. 
Senator Hatch said. He added there 
was no decision on this. 

Senators who attended the con- 

ference, besides Senators Hatch and 
Lucas, included Minority Leader 
Barkley and Senators Connally. 
Democrat, of Texas; Ferguson, Re- 
publican, of Michigan snd Hicken- 
looper. Republican, of Iowa. All are 

members of the Foreign Relations or 

Appropriations Committees. 
In his farewell news conference. 

Undersecretary Clayton said failure 
to bolster the war-devastated coun- 
tries would involve a grave danger 
of economic and social dtsintegra- 
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Marshall to Discuss 
Wedemeyer Report 

Sy the Associated frees 

Secretary of State Marshall will 
have something to say soon about 
Lt. Gen. Albert C. Wedemeyer’s re- 

tions in China, President Truman 
told a news conference today. 

Gen. Wedemeyer's six-week “in- 
vestigation in China and Korea last 
summer was at Mr. Truman* 
request. 

The general returned in mid- 
September and turned over his 
findings to the President and Gen. 
Marshall. His report has been one 

of the best-kept Government secrets 
in recent years. 

Representative Judd. Republican, 
of Minnesota, who is leaving today 

; for China, Japan and Korea as a 

| one-man subcommittee of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, criti- 
cized Government authorities last 
night for failure to disclose data 
from the report. 

Mr. Judd said his own mission 
would be simplified if he had some 

inkling as to what Gen. Wedemeyer 
found. 

It was reported at the time the 
general left for China that he was 

to obtain up-to-the-minute infor- 
mation for guidance in this coun- 

try's decision whether to renewr 

pressure on the Nationalist Govern- 
ment and the Communists to get to- 

gether, to back Chiang Kai-shek* 
government stronglv, or to take a 

j more passive role. m 


